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T  O 

LORD  HENRY  PETTY,  M.P. 

MY  LORD, 

1  H  E  hiftory  of  Dedications  is  not 
crowded  with  many  edifying  or  pleaf- 
ing  fcenes  to  independent  minds.  Iii 
each  fucceflive  age  of  Englifh  litera- 
ture, the  pages  of  feveral  illuftrious 
names  have  been  fullied  by  infcrib- 
ing  their  compofitions  to  thofe  who 
deriving  their  foie  diftindion  from 
hereditary  greatnefs,  were  ftrikingly 
deficient  in  fagacity  to  difcern,  tafte 
to  judge,  and  friendfliip  to  en- 
courage. I  may  venture  to  affert, 
my  Lord,  that  the  prefent  race  of 
Writers  are  peculiarly  exempt  from 
this  foul  ftain  upon  Letters. 
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Perhaps  the  Poet,  whofe  imagina- 
tion is  conftantly  wandering  in  the 
regions  of  fancy,  may  be  allowed  an 
extenfivc  latitude  of  panegyric,  in 
his  dedicatory  addrefs  to  his  friend 
or  patron.  But  the  Hiftorian,  whofe 
work  is,  or  at  leaft  ought  to  be,  a 
folid  fabric  of  truth,  fliould  be  fcru- 
puloufly  cxad  in  not  fetting  out  with 
a  falfehood ;  I  mean,  he  fliould  not 
proftitute  his  labours  to  him,  who 
neither  pofleffes,  nor  fecks  to  poffefs, 
the  honourable  accomplifliment  of 
learning. 

Your  Lordfhip's  abilities  will  fhield 
me  from  that  reproach;  abilities 
which,  permit  me  to  fay,  attraded 
general  notice,  when  we  ftudied  to- 
gether the  fame  leffons  at  Weftmin- 
fter  School. 

,  Accept,  therefore,  thefe  following 
iheets  as  a  mark  of  my  refped  and 
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cfteem  ;  and  blufli  not,  my  Lord,  to 
fee  this  truth  declared,  that  while 
others  of  your  rank  and  years  are 
devoting  their  hours  to  a  round  of 
ufelefs  purfuits,  you  are  nobly  laying, 
with  all  the  application  of  youth, 
and  judgment  of  age,  the  firm  foun- 
dation of  thofe  public  virtues,  which, 
I  may  fafely  predid,  will  foon  make 
your  character  admired  by  your  coun- 
try, as  one  who  is  no  lefs  able  than 
folicitous  to  promote  and  maintain  - 
its  real  intereft,  honour,  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

Believe  me,  my  Lord,  to  remain 
Your  much  obliged  and 

Moft  devoted  Servant, 


HENRY  CARD. 


Chapel  Hill,  Margate, 
June  I,  t8o4. 
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PREFACE. 


1  O  the  fpirit  of  curiofity  which  nature  has 
implanted  in  our  minds,  we  may  reafonabljr 
afcribe  that  univerfal  homage  which  the  genius 
of  hiftory  has  received  from  countries  polifhed 
and  barbarous.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
paflion,  which  pervades  all  clafles,  the  mifer- 
ablc  occupations  even  of  the  favage  are  not 
furveyed  with  cold  indifference  nor  with 
filent  contempt. 

From  the  various  fubjefts  adapted  for  hif- 
torical  compoHtion,  I  have  been  inclined  to 
feled  thofe  Revolutions,  which  have  as  deeply 
(haken,  as  they  have  now  firmly  eftabliflied, 
the  maflfy  fabric  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  in  the 
hope  of  communicating  to  the  Public  a  more 
particular  knowledge  than  has  hitherto  been 
obtained  of  thofe  occurrences,  which,  how- 
ever remote  from  our  times,  are  deferving  of 
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fomc  attention,  as  they  ferve  to  point  out 
and  explain  the  domeftic  caufes  which  pre- 
vented Ruflia  from  afluming,  until  fo  late  a 
period,  her  proper  ftation  in  the  balance  of 
Europe.  Yet  how  difficuh  is  the  attainment, 
though  laudable  the  defire,  to  tread  in  the 
footfteps  of  truth  during  the  darknefs  and 
anarchy  of  her  early  age. 

Without  expatiating  on  the  nature  of  my 
fubjedy  a  few  obfervations  may  not  difpleafe 
the  reader.  On  an  attentive  examination  of 
RufGa,  I  was  at  lad  induced  to  think  and 
conclude  that  a  narrative  of  her  memorable 
tranfadions,  under  the  name  of  Revolutions, 
might  excite  forae  curiofity ;  which  would  be 
but  faintly  kept  aliv^,  if  I  entered  too  mi- 
nutely on  the  details  of  a  biftory,  abounding 
with  events  of  too  uniform  a  complexion  to 
be  always  interefting. 

But  my  chofen  theme,  in  point  of  execu- 
tion, might  have  been  numbered  with  the 
plans  of  the  fpeculativc  theorift,  if  the  learned 
and  voluminous  hiftories  of  Levefque,  and 
of  his  rival  Le  Clerc,  whofe  knowledge  of 
the  Ruffian  language  and  fituation  gave  them 
an  eafy  accefs  to  the  national  annals,  had  not 
afforded  me  fuch  a  fund  of  materials  as  might 
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gratify  the  keeaeft  appetite  for  hiftorkal  re-' 
iearch* 

Tet,  although. I  have  regarded  thefe  dili-^ 
gent  Frenchmen  as  the  two  principal  hifto* 
rians  upon  whofe  folid  foundations  I  have 
raifed  the  fuper^udure  of  my  Revolutions, 
the  reader  will  perceive  that  my  duty,  as  well 
as  inclination,  has  incited  me  to  explore  every 
literary  channel  within  my  reach,  in  the  wifli 
to  obtain  ^;perfed  infight  into  the  fubjedl  I 
have  ven^red  to  treat. 

Attached  to  no  Ruffian  party,  and  too  fai 
removed  to  be  infedled  by  their  fears  or  their 
prejudices,  I  have  prefumed,  in  deducing  the 
revolution  of  Peter  the  Great,  as  indeed  in 
every  other  revolution,  where  a  freedom  of 
opinion  could  be  fafely  admitted,  to  decide 
for  myfelf,  without  fervilely  tranfcribing  the 
exaggerated  malevolence  of  one  writer,  or 
the  indifcriminate  partiality  of  another.  In 
the  view  of  the  internal  reformations  of  this 
;reat  man,  which,  under  circumftances  ad- 
Terfe  and  difcouraging,  were  profecuted  with 
in  unremitting  ardour  that  calls  for  the  eter- 
nal gratitude  of  his  country,  and  in  the  de* 
tails  of  his  private  life,  where  the  unbiaiTed 
and  refleding  mind  will  conned  even  the  ex« 
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FIRST  REVOLUTION. 

Th§  IntrcduSion  ofthi  FaragiaMSf  and  the  FounAstkn  of 
Monarchy  by  their  Leader  Rurik. 

rpHE  infancy  of  all  natioDs  is  blended  la 
^  fabulous  confufion.  Of  fo  parfimonioua 
and  contradidory  a  nature  are  tbe  )xtetwtf 
monuments  of  the  firft  periods  of  fociety^ 
that  a  wide  field  of  inquiry  prefeats  itfeif  for 
the  exercife  of  our  intelleiSual  faculties*  And 
yet  it  generally  happens,  that  after  our  moft 
minute  refearches,  we  ilill  wander  in  the 
labyrinths  of  error,  from  a  combination  of  cir*- 
cumftances  utterly  irreconcileable;  withfuch 
radical  obftinacy  does  fidion  ufurp  the  feat  of 
truth. 

But  perhaps  it  is  not  to  be  regretted^  that 
in  this  fi^te  we  do  not  fee  any  glimmering 
lljg;bt,  or  feel  any  refreihing  air  of  hope,  to  give 
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further  ardour  to  our  purfuit ;  for  the  duty 
of  hiftory  is  violated,  when  it  conveys  no 
moral  itiftrudion,  nor  opens  new  fources  of 
knowledge. 

Without  therefore  involving  the  attention 
in  unprofitable  fpeculation,  it  may  be  per- 
mitted to  form  an  hypothcfis,  which  is  not 
diftorted  by    eccentricity,  nor  enfeebled  by 
complication.     Perhaps,  with  fome  claim  to 
propriety  of  obfervation,  it  may  be   afTerted, 
that  the  liberty  of  the  grofs  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple was  firft  invaded  during  a  ftate  of  war ; 
where  one  man,  by  his  fuperior  elevation  of 
mind,  and  towering  difplay  of  bravery,  foon 
bears  down  the   primary   equality   of  their 
union.     This  long  duration  and  predominant 
paffion  for  warfare  among  ferocious  tribes, 
where  each   mercilefs  genius  could  have  its 
full  fcope,  and    yet   where  at   lead  the  ap- 
pearance  of   agreement    was    fo    abfolutely 
neceffary  for  their  mutual  prefervation,  muft 
fweep  away  in  fome  degree  the  encroach- 
ments of  diforder,  and  attemper  the  minds 
of  the  people   to    fome  palpable   fhape    of 
obedience.     The  fini(hing  ftroke  to  the  work 
is  then  only  wanting :  the  ftandard  of  order 
will  not  only   be  eredled,  but  eftabliflied,  if 
the  chief's  equity  in  peace  be  commenfurate 
with  his  valour  in  war. 

Perhaps,  from  bands  of  this  feeble  tex- 
ture, from  this  mixture  of  force  and  confent, 

the 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA. 

the  rude  outlines  of  inftitutions  are  mellowed 
into  political  perfedion.  Hence  the  pro- 
grefs  of  empire ;  and  hence  perhaps  arife, 
fafhioned  by  the  operation  of  moral  and 
phyfical  caufes,  the  various  forms  of  govern- 
ment throughout  the  different  parts  of  the 
globe. 

It  is  about  the  ninth  century,  that  the  cloud 
of  darknefs  which  involved  the  immenfe  re- 
gion of  Ruffia,  begins  to  be  difpelled  by  the 
faint  gleams  of  hiftoric  light ;  an  air  of  ve- 
racity accompanies  the  chronicles  which  com- 
memorate the  events  of  that  period ;  and  we 
for  the  firft  time  learn,  that  along  the  fhores 
of  the  Dnieper, .  the  Neva,  and  the  Volkhof, 
dwelt  a  race  of  people,  whofe  genealogy  was 
venerable '. 

■  Pride  and  ignorance  have  fuggefted  many  fanciful  ideas 
on  the  Ruffian  origin.  The  bewildered  imagination  of  fome 
writers  have  fearched  even  the  Scriptares^  in  the  vain  hope 
of  difcovering  fome  clue  to  guide  them  in  their  etymologies 
of  the  Ruffian  name.  Hear  the  refult  of  their  lucubrations  i 
•'  Et  qnoniam  ab  Echecieie  propheta,  Gog  princeps^  Rofch, 
Mcfech,  ct  Thubal.  Rofch  funt  Ruffi  ;  Mefech,  Mofi;  ct 
Thubal,  Tobolfcenes."  See  Sigifred  Bayer's  valuable  dif- 
fcrtationt  De  Origine  Ruflbrum,  Comment.  Acadcm.  Pe- 
tropolitan^,  tom.  viii.  p.  399.  Other  authors  are  quoted 
by  Herbelot  in  his  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  as  embracing  this 
fabulous  opinion.  Page  722.  The  reader,  who  may  wifh 
to  obtain  a  copious  and  authentic  account  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  Ruffia,  we  refer  to  the  introduftion  of  Mr. 
Tooke's  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  who  has  laboured  with  much 
happinefs  to  explore  and  difcriminate  their  various  origins  ; 
vol,  I.  p.  i-=-43. 
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The  flaves,  or  as  they  are  vulgarly  called 
Sclavonians,  like  the  faflidious  Athenians 
could  boaft  themfelves  to  be  the  Aborigines 
of  the  foil  which  they  inhabited.  Their 
principal  city,  denominated  Slaven(k%  was 
placed  near  the  lake  Ilmen.  But  afterwards, 
compelled  by  the  triple  fcourge  of  war,  pef- 
tilence,  and  famine,  to  abandon  this  feat  of 
their  anceftors,  they  conftruded  on  the  banks 
of  the  Volkhof,  the  new  capital  of  Novgorod ', 
which  maintained  above  three  hundred  years, 
her  proud  fuperiority  of  rank  amidfl:  all  the 
ihocks  of  ravaging  ambition. 

The  Novgorod ians,  though  enflaved  by  all 
the  prejudices  of  ignorance,  did  not  affe£k 
to  contemn  the  lucrative  arts  of  commerce. 
Their  fituation  was  commodious  for  an  inter* 
courfe  of  trade  with  the  people  refiding  on  both 
ihores  of  the  Baltic ;  and  their  adventurous 
fpirit  enabled  them  to  exchange  with  the 
merchants  of  Conftantinople*  their  native 
commodities  of  wax,  furs,  corn,  and  hydro<> 

mel. 


*  Mr.  Tooke  feems  inclined  to  cafl;  a  fliade  o£  doubt  on 
the  cxiftcnce  of  this  city.    Vol.  i.  p.  J9. 

'  Levefquc,  Hiftoirc  de  Ruffie.  Hambourg  et  Brunfwicky 
1800.  Tom.  i.  p.  57*  '^  MquQ  incerta  fama  de  Novgorodii 
urbis  origine,"  is  the  unfatisfadory  expreflion  of  the  learned 
and  critical  Bayer.  See  De  Origine  Ruflbrunii  Comment* 
Academ.  Petropolitanx,  torn.  viii.  p.  435. 

♦  In  the  tenth  century  the  fons  of  Rudla  were  intimately 
known  to  the  Greeks,  as  may  be  feen  iin  that  curious  me- 
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s&el,  for  the  foreign  and  enervating  luxuries 
of  filk  and  wine.  From  Lithuania,  even  tQ 
the  mountains  which  form  the  boundary  of 
Siberia,  and  from  Biel-ozero  and  the  lake  of 
Roftof,  even  to  the  White  Sea,  their  dignity 
was  gratified,  and  their  vengeance  appeia&d 
by  tributary  offerings. 

This  extent  of  power,  this  advancement 
in  induftry,  this  friendly  and  hoflHe  inter- 
courfe  with  remote  nations,  foon  acquired  to 
their  arms  the  refped:  of  their  more  tmpo«- 
verilhed  and  unenlightened  neighbours.  We 
recognize  at  once  their  ftrength  and  fecurity^ 
in  this  arrogant  exclamation,  **  Who  fhaU 
dare  to  refift  the  gods  and  the  great  Nov- 
gorod ?'' 

Commerce  has  always  been  confidered  the 
handmaid  of  liberty ;  and  on  this  fpot,  where 
now  are  exercifed  at  leaft  the  forms  of  def* 
potifm,  exifted,  in  the  times  we  are  recording, 
a  republican  government.     **  The  principle 

morial  of  the  geography  and  trade  given  by-  the  emperor 
Conftantine  Porphyrogcnitus.  De  Aidminift.  Innperit,  c.  2. 
p.  55,  $6.  c.  9.  p.  59—61.  c.  13.  p.  63—67.  c.  37.  p.  106 
c.  43.  p,  ii3»  113.  The  reader  may  alfo  fee  the  induftry 
<^  Bayer,  by  the  affiilance  of  Roflian  and  ScandinaTiah 
Chronicles  and  Traditions,  advantageoufly  employed  on  this 
iubjed  in  his  valuable  diiTertationy  De  Geographia  Ruflne 
vicinarumqiie  Regionum,  circitcr  A.  C.  984  in  Comment. 
Acadcin.  Pctrop.  torn.  ix.  p.  367.— 432.  torn.  x.  p.371 — 
419. 

B3  of 
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of  a  popular  (late  is  virtue  ^",  according  to  the 
philofophical  Montefquieu:  but  what  rapid 
ftrides  to  virtue  could  be  expeded  from  a 
people,  wallowing  like  the  reft  of  their  coun- 
trymeh,  in  profound  ignorance;  where  the 
only  fpur  to  wealth  was  the  love  of  oppref- 
fion  or  pf  avarice  ;  and  where  mutual  hatred  * 
had  prepared  the  way  for  difTenfions,  thofe  in- 
lets to  popular  anarchy,  violence,  and  rapine ! 
AD,  To  marfhal  fuch  a  turbulent  people  in  a 
decorous  and  fyftematic  array,  to  allay  the 
fpirit  of  difcontent  without  weakening  the 
efficacy  of  fubordination,  required  the  fug- 
geftions  of  a  mind  invigorated  by  zeal,  and 
matured  by  experience.  Unfortunately  for 
the  drooping  liberties  of  the  Novgorodianp, 
they  poffefled  no  charadler  fo  gifted. 

To  harmonize,  therefore,  the  jarring  parts 
of  their  ftate,  they  were  conftrained  to  folicit 

'  DcrEfprit  des  Loix ;  a  Geneve,  1749 ;  liv.  iii.  c.  3.  p.  19. 

*  "  De  mutuis  odiorum  facibus  inflammati,  exortis  deni- 
qae  graviflimisfcditionibus."  See  Mofcoviticarum  Au<5lores 
•varii,  Francofurli,  i6co.  in  I  vol.  fol.,  p.  3.  This  noble 
author  vras  twice  difpatched  on  embaffies  to  Ruffia,  firft 
by  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  and  afterwards  by  the  Em- 
peror Ferdipand.  His  diligence  and  fituation  enabled  him 
to  acquire  ;nuch  information :  and  that  he  has  not  been 
fparing  of  it  to  his  readers,  may  be  teftified  in  his  own 
and  the  feveral  other  works  which  compofe  this  refpe^ble 
volume.  Let  me  here  add,  that  the  feveral  writers  who 
relate  in  the  fixtcenth  century,  the  hiftory  of  Ruflia  in  the 
Latin  language,  are  far  fuperior  in  their  compofitions  to  any 
.  other  foreigners  of  a  fubfequent  date. 

th? 
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the  protedion  of  a  race,  furious  in  adverfity, 
tyrannical  in  fuccefs,  inftrudcd  to  confider 
courage  as  the  only  virtue,  pufillanimity  as 
the  only  crime,  the  fword  the  only  authority, 
and  proud  to  furmount  every  arduous  ob- 
ftacle  by  a  fpontaneous  and  unconquerable 
perfeverance. 

From  the  bleak  regions  of  Norway,  Swe- 
den,  and  Denmark,  emerged  this  fwarm  of 
barbarians,  whofe  valorous  atchievements  fo 
fpeedily  obtained  the  fear  of  their  enemies* 
At  the  firft  found  of  the  horn,  they  darted 
from  their  forefts,  feized  their  arms,  encir- 
cled their  leader,  afcended  their  barks,  and 
explored  every  coaft  in  fearch  of  naval  and 
military  enterprife.  The  fpirit  of  predatory 
enterprife  pervaded  and  animated  all  the  Scan« 
dinavian  youth.  In  the  defign  of  indulging 
this  favourite  purfuit,  they  firft  approached 
the  Baltic.  From  thence,  they  came  to  the 
eaftern  fhores,  the  abode  of  Fennic  and  Scla* 
vonian  tribes :  and  the  primitive  Ruffians  of 
the  lake  Ladoga  paid  a  tribute,  the  ikins  of 
fquirrels,  to  thefc  ftrangers,  on  whom  they 
beftowed  the  name  of  Varagians,  or  Corfair8^ 

Cunning 

7  See  Tbeophilus  Sigifred  Buyer  de  Varagis*  in  Comment. 
Academ.  Petropolitanx^  torn*  iv.  p.  27;-^3ii.  See  like* 
'Wife  Herbeftein,  p,  2, — ^This  name,  however,  feems  com* 
mon  to  all  who  fallied  forth  on  piratical  expeditions.  Neftor* 
tiie  earlieft  and  bed  of  Ruffian  annalifts,  whofe  chronicle 
(lofes  in  the  yeiir  11 15,  but  which  was  obfcure  until  pub* 
B  ^  lifbed 
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Cunning  and  feverity  marked  the  chafa€i?er 
of  their  leader  Rurik ;  prone  to  hear,  inex- 
orable to  puni(h,  life  and  death  hung  on 
his  decifion,  and  he  adminiftered  them  with 
fmall  attention  to  juftice.  His  brothers  Si- 
naus  and  Truvor  were  his  aflbciates  in  power, 
his  equals  in  brutality,  his  fuperiors,  perhaps, 
in  defperate  boldnefs. 

Such  were  the  men  feleded  by  the  re^ 
publicans  of  Novgorod  to  purge  their  city 
from  the  impurities  of  difcord,  and  to  repel 
the  formidable  incurfions  of  their  neighbours, 
who,  profiting  by  the  diftradion  of  their  in- 
teftine  feuds  and  divifions,  purfued  their 
fucceffes  with  uficeafmg  vigour.  In  their 
firft  connexions  with  the  natives,  they  were 
content  to  appear  in  the  unfufpicious  garb 
of  friends  and  allies  againfl:  their  inland 
foes;    but    afterwards*    they    changed    the 

charader 


liAcd  at  St.  Petcrflnirghj'  1767,  in  4to,  cxprefsly  fays,  that 
tbcj  were  Swedifh,  Norman,  Englifh,  and  Ruffian  Varages. 
Sec  a  Note  of  Mr.  Tooke,  in  his  Hi  (lory  of  Rudia,  vol.  i« 
p*  142.  In  his  Antiquites  de  la  Ruflle,  torn.  i.  p.  47.  and 
In  page  60,  Levefque  ftyJes  them  Varaigues  Rnfles.  AI- 
^oiiiglvit  is  utterly  impcflible  to  account  falisfadlorily  for 
the  prefent  name  of  this  mighty  j^empire,  yet  Levefquc's 
ek^efion  implies,  that  tliefe  Varagians  already  bore  the 
tame  of  Ruffians. 

•  The  chronology  of  M.  Letcfque  fixes  A.  D.  862  for  the 
jrtear  in  which  Rurik  accepted  their  involuntary  oaths  of  alle* 
giance ;  while  hiftorians  of  lefs  accuracy  and  information 
pttftitt  Um  with  the  reins  of  government  at  an  eariier 

period* 
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charader  of  dependents  into  mafters;  and 
Rurik  became  the  founder  of  a  dynafty  which 
rrigned  above  feven  hundred  years. 

Thofe  who  look  at  the  events  of  hiftory 
through  the  telefcop^  of  philofophy,  muft 
be  inclined  to  difbelieve  the  chronicles,  which 
aflert  that  the  flaves  of  Novgorod  furren* 
dered  their  rights  by  their  own  free  and 
unanimous  confent*.  The  teftimony  of  ail 
ages  informs  us,  freedom  is  a  plant  of  fo 
hardy  a  growth,  that  it  cannot  be  entirely 
choaked  up  but  by  weeds  of  peftiferous 
rankne&.  A  love  for  their  native  privileges 
can  therefore  be  well  fuppofed  to  have  taken 
,a  deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  the  Novgo- 
rodians,   although    their   ideas   of    civil    li- 

period.    See  Republica  Mofcovitica^  Lugd.  Batav.  16309 
p.  5.;    Hiftoire  des  C^arsy  torn.  1.  p-  7. ;  and  WilliaHis's 
Rife,  Progrefs,  aiKl  prefent  State  of  the  Northern  Govern* . 
ments,  vol.  ii.  p*  ^5*    The  date  of  the  laft  writer,  however, 
xnaj  be  called  accurate,  compared  to  the  two  former. 

'  I  {hall  here  tranfcribe  a  paflage  from  a  writer,  who 
tarns  a  ready  ear  of  belief  to  this  improbable  tranfadlion : 
"  Reliqui  vero  circa  llmenfem  lacum  RufE  Goftomiflelum, 
qui  Novgorodiam  urbem  Patriam  jam  turn  potentem,  &: 
dudum  fui  generis,  fplendide  ampliavit,  de  dace  fibi  eL'gendo 
confulu^re.  Is  cum  fine  prole  eflet  mafcula,  fumma«  qui 
poUebat  pradentia,  Sc  magnanimitate,  author  Ruflis  fuit 
ezteros  fibi  reges  quaerendi.''  In  his  next  fentence  he  fixes 
the  time  when  theie  three  brothers  were  called  to  their  new 
government  by  the  influence  of  this  (age  citizen.  See 
Jacobus  Reutenfelsde  Rebus  Mofchoviticis,  Patavii,  1680, 
lib.  i.  p.  35.  We  are  ftill  more  furprifed  to  read  in  th« 
fenfible  pages  of  Herbeftein,  that  the  Ruffians  voluntarily 
invefted  tbemfelves  with  the  badge  of  foreign  fervitude. 

bcrty 
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berty  ""*  muft  have  been  fo  crude  and  defec- 
tive. Are  we  not  then  authorifed  in  con- 
cluding, that  their  weaknefs,  not  their  will, 
fubmitted  them  to  the  permanent  command 
of  thefe  ftrangers  ? 

I'he  three  brothers,  Rurik,  Sinaus,  and 
Truvor,  anxious  to  preferve  the  dominions 
entrufted  to  their  care,  refolved  to  fix  their 
refidcnce  on  the  three  principal  frontiers  of 
the  republic.  A  juft  fenfe  of  the  common 
intereft  and  danger  urged  Rurik  to  eftablifh 
his  feat  of  government  near  the  Volkhof, 
and  to  raife  the  town"  of  Ladoga,  which 

his 

*°  The  word  Liberty  has  been  lately  fo  much  abufedf 
and  twiftcd  into  fo  many  incongruous  fliapcs,  by  the  artifices 
of  fa<flious  men,  that  we  mud  trouble  the  reader  with  a 
fentence  or  two  on  this  fubjedl,  that  we  may  not  be  aflb- 
ciated  with  thofe  who  confider  her  altar  only  to  be  found 
In  the  Republic  of  France.  In  our  ideas  of  liberty,  we 
do  not  agree  with  the  definition  given  by  Juftinian  in  his 
Inftitutcs:— "  Facultas  ejus,  quod  cuique  facere  libet,  nifi 
quod  VI  aut  jure  prohibetur  ;**  lib.  i.  tit.  iii.  De  Jure  Per- 
fonarum ;  which  has  been  fo  unworthily  adopted  by  the 
penetration  of  the  great  Blackftone,  in  his  CommentarieS| 
vol.  i.  p.  6 — 1 25.  Chriftian's  edition;— but  with  that  orna- 
ment of  our  church.  Archdeacon  Paley,  who  opens  his  ad* 
mirable  chapter  upon  Civil  Liberty,  with  the  following  defi- 
nition :  ••  Civil  liberty  is,  the  not  being  retrained  by  any  law 
but  what  conduces  in  a  great  degree  to  the  public  welfare.*' 
See  Paley's  Philofophy,  twelfth  edition,  vol. ii,  chap,  v,  p.  164. 

"  Claude  Duret,  in  his  Trefor  de  THiftoire,  &c.  &c.  Co* 
logne,  1613,  p.  864,  rightly  places  the  firft  refidence  of  Rurik 
at  Ladoga.  The  ftation  of  his  two  brothers  is  not  quite 
fo  clear,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  writers.  The  indefatigable 
Bayer  has  produced  tjieir  difcprdant  accounts  in  his  inge- 
nious 
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his  caution  induced  him  to  furround  with 
a  rampart  of  earth,  now  called  Old  Ladoga, 
from  a  new  city  being  ere£ted  near  this  an* 
cient  place  by  the  munificent  fpirit  of  the  firft 
Peten 

Here  the  military  genius  of  Rurik  was  dif- 
played  in  preventing  the  inroads  of  the  mari« 
time  people,  who,  Simulated  by  the  hope  of 
plunder,  might  endeavour  to  bring  deftrudlion 
to  the  ftate  of  Novgorod,  by  entering  the  Volk- 
hof  from  the  lake  Ladoga.  Sinaus  fixed  his  fta* 
tion  at  Bielozero,  then  fituate  on  the  northern 
(hore  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name,  which 
Vladimir  the  firft  was  afterwards  to  convey 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Chefiia.  His  duty  con- 
fided in  beftowing  a  conftant  attention  on  the 
movements  of  the  Biarmians,  whofe  territories 
were  perhaps  no  lefs  populous  than  extenfive ; 
that  large  tradk  of  country  which  ftretches 
from  the  lake  Ladoga  to  the  Dvina,  was  en*- 
tirely  poflefled  by  thofe  reftlefs  and  confe- 
quently  dangerous  neighbours ;  and  a  writer, 
whofe  diligence  and  critical  accuracy  have 
been  rewarded  with  the  valuable  praife  of 
producing  the  beft  hiftory   of  Ruffia,    has 


nions  and  learned  trcatife  De  Geographia  Ruffix  viclnanim- 
que  Regionum,  circiter  A.  D.  984.  in  Copiment.  Academ. 
PetropoJitanaTi  torn*  x.  p.  414. 

hazarded 
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hazarded  a  conjc€kure,  that  their  dominions 
reached  even  to  the  coafts  of  the  Frozen  Sea, 
and  to  the  mountains  which  now  feparate 
ancient  Ruffia  from  the  icy  regions  of  Si- 
beria'*, Ifborfe,  near  Pfcove,  was  the  allotted 
poft  of  Truvor;  by  his  courage  and  pru- 
dence, the  Tfchudes,  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  Livonia,  were  to  be  awed  into  a  temperate 
fubjedion. 

This  wife  diftribution  of  their  feveral  feats 
of  government,  muft  not  only  evince  to  the 
obferving  reader  on  what  deiigns  and  condi- 
tions the  Varagian  brothers  were  called  by 
the  republicans  of  Novgorod,  but  likewife 
with  what  a  watchful  eye  they  for  a  time 
regarded  the  performance  of  an  agreement  fo 
fatally  made,  fo  precarioufly  ))eld,  and  fo 
irrecoverably  broken*  And  as  in  the  time  of 
war  and  peace,  they  feized  every  opportunity 
of  teftifying  their  abhorrence  of  royalty,  and 
love  for  equality '\  the  dread  of  a  revolt 
bUtgcd  Rurik  for  fome  time  to  uphold  the 


**  Levefque,  vol.  i.  p.  6i.  Aoiong  other  writers  of  great 
rcfpcdlability,  Mr.  Tooke  has  thrown  his  offering  of  praife 
on  this  Tokinakious  work  of  the  learned  and  critical  French- 
man ;  and  none  will  difpute  that  his  gift  is  no  hfs  (ponta* 
neous  than  unexceptionable. 

"  We  will  vdnture  to  prognofticate^  that  as  the  reader 
advances  in  thefe  revolutions,  he  will  rarely  have  to  accufe 
their  defcendants  of  difplajing  either  by  word  or  deedi  fuch 
prefumptttous  raihnefs. 

Slavonic 
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IS 


Slavonic  commonwealth  in  the  humble  capa« 
city  of  its  aftive  monitor,  its  faithful  guardian, 
and  delegated  general.  But  thofe  who  are 
called  in  to  proted,  will  not  long  be  contented 
without  feeking  the  means  to  command  j  and 
as  the  hopes  of  Rurik  were  drawn  from  the 
weaknefs  of  his  adverfaries,  in  conjunction 
with  talents  peculiarly  adapted  to  condud  the 
moft  hazardous  defigns,  he  foon  fucceeded  in 
converting  the  republic  of  Novgorod  into  an 
independent  fovereignty  '*. 

It  muft  not,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  flaves  of  Novgorod  tamely  fubmitted  their 
necks  to  the  galling  yoke,  without  frrft  em- 
ploying every  expedient  which  their  fcanty 
refources  could  furniQi  to  revenge  the  per- 
fidy of  the  Scandinavian  prince. 

On  the  firft  difcovery  of  his  open  violation 
of  their  original  compad,  with  all  the  pafCon 
and  precipitancy  of  betrayed  men,  they  dif- 
claimed  that  obedience  which  their  proud 
and  reftlefs  difpofitions  had  ever  paid  with 
rehidance  and  impatience ;  and  to  convince 
their  invader  that  the  idea  of  a  republic 
was  as  much  kept  alive  in  their  adions,  as 
in  their  thoughts,  they  entrufled   their  Uvea 

*^  **  lis  oserent  mdme  fe  confiderer  comme  creanciers  de 
«es  Princesy  et  comme  pouvant  v^iitrer  daas  tous  leur  dsrcit&p 
s'ils  n'^toient  pay^s  par  les  fecours  qu'ils  attemloient.'' 
Hilbire  Phyfiquey  Morale,  Civile,  ec  Policiqu^,  <te  U&uiEe» 
ancienne  et  moderne.  Par  M.  Du  Clerc>  a  Paris,  17^3. 
torn.  i»F.94»95-  " 

and 
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and  caufe  into  the  hands  of  Vadime,  a  Nov- 
gorodian  citizen,  whofe  daring  boldnefs  in 
the  field  had  purchafed  hioi  the  litle  of  the 
Valiant,  from  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of 
his  countrymen* 

But  vi(3:ory  does  not  always  fupport  the 
fcales  of  juftice ;  and  all  the  generous  ilrug- 
gles  of  Vadime  to  preferve  the  native  inde- 
pendence of  the  great  Novgorod",  iriftead  of 
blunting  the  courage  of  his  opponents,  only 
ferved  more  to  augment  their  activity  and  to 
exafperate  their  malice. 

The  unequal  conteft  was  foon  decided ; 
Rurik  met,  engaged,  and  difcomfited  them. 
Every  incentive  to  perfiftence  in  their  caufe 
was  checked  by  Rurik's  tranfpiercing  with 
his  own  fword  the  bread  of  the  patriotic 
Vadime'*. 

When  we  confider  the  Varagian  firft 
ftarting  from  the  ihades  of  obfcurity,  his 
reception,  and  his  agreement  with  the  Nov- 
gorodian  ftate,  and  the  duration  of  time 
bis  defcendants  maintained  an  authority  ai- 

■'  **  La  liberty,"  fays  the  eloquent  and  eccentric  citizen 
of  Geneva,  **  ed  un  aliment  de  bon  fuc,  mats  de  forte  di* 
geftion ;  il  faut  des  eftomacs  bien  fains  pour  le  fupporter*'' 
See  Oeuvres  de  Roufleau,  torn.  viii.  Politique,  p*  312.  The 
tafte  of  this  defirable  food  would  have  only  proved  bitter, 
perhaps^  to  the  poor  Ruffians,  as  they  were  precluded  from 
all  its  benefits  by  their  mental  condition* 

'^  Lc  Clercy  toin«  i.  p.  98. 

moft 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  15 

moft  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  ancient  or 
modem  hiftory,  this  revolution,  although 
little  calculated  to  excite  the  interefl  of  the 
reader  who  folcly  delights  in  the  view  of  civi- 
lized fcenes,  yet  may  not  be  confidered  as 
wholly  undeferving  of  attention. 

Inftead^  however,  of  endeavouring,  accord- 
ing to  the  maxims  of  found  policy,  to  con- 
ciliate the  efteem  and  affedion  of  the  van- 
quiihed,  by  a  difplay  of  clemency,  the  fuc- 
cefles  of  Rurik  only  rendered  him  more 
implacable.  Whoever  was  audacious  by  his 
credit  with  the  people ;  whoever  was  formi- 
dable by  his  defpair;  whoever  had  fhewn 
the  fmalleft  countenance  to  the  infurre£fcion 
of  Vadime,  had  committed  crimes  which 
no  juftification  could  vindicate,  no  penitence 
abfolve.  Their  cries  of  fupplication,  their 
promifes  of  obedience  were  alike  difre- 
garded;  and  the  ftern  conqueror  did  not 
ifaeathe  his  fword  until  it  was  no  lefs  difco- 
loured  by  the  blood  of  innocence  than  guilt  "^* 

Soon  after  this    difgufting   butchery,    he    354. 
faw  his  fway  enlarged  by  the  death  of  his 
two  '*  brothers,  who  left  no  offspring  to  fup- 

ply 

■^  It  IS  a  dii&cuk  qucftion  perhaps  to  decide,  whether  fear 
or  revenge  had  the  greateft  fhare  in  this  mafTacre  of  the  van* 
quilhed.  We  might  be  inclined  to  attribute  it  folely  to  t])e 
former,  if  hiflory  and  experience  did  not  manifed  to  us  the 
dofe  fvmpathyofthefe  two  paffions. 

■•  The  name  of  thefe  two  brothers  has  given  birth  to  an 
interefting  tragedy  by  Soumaroko£F.      Hi«  fcenes,  though 

extremely 
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ply  their  places.  Tlbrir  appanages  confoled 
him  for  their  I0I3 ;  and  thofe  four  confuierable 
lakes,  the  Ladoga,  Onega,  Peypus,  and  Biel-> 
ozero,  then  became  the  boundaries  of  his 
kingdom'^ 

But  however  rcgardlef?  Rurik  lliewed  bim-^ 
ielf  of  adorning  his  vidory  with  the  pidure 
of  humanity,  yet  in  the  diftribution  of  do- 
mains, acquired  by  fo  much  blood,  and  fi> 
little  juftice,  may  be  traced  the  outlines  of 
a  wife  arrangement* 

Filled,  with  the  moft  difquietlng  appre« 
henfions  of  the  deep  hatred  of  an  aggrieved 
people,  his  prudence,  and  not  his  generofity, 
afligned  to  the  moft  ekoinent  of  his  chiefii 
fbme  cities^%  or   rather  ftraggling  villages: 


ejrtrexnely  deficient  in  the  repreientation  of  hiftorical  tratli» 
yet  are  in  general  finifhed,  as  far  as  his  fubjedt  will  admit, 
with  fuch  a  chafte  yet  rich  colouring,  that  he  deferves  to  be 
called  tbe  Radne  of  Ruffia»  The  poet,  however,  nttsrs  feme 
fentiments  relative  to  the  conduct  and  duty  of  fovercigns,  as 
we  fhould  have  thought  would  not  have  lived  in  the  defpotic 
atmofphere  of  the  Ruffian  court.  He  makes  Sinaf>  the  hero 
of  his  ftory,  obOerve,  **  que  notre  gloire  hSt  la  gloire  des 
nos  peuples,  que  notre  bonheur  foit  leur  proiperit^>  et  ne 
<;herchons  notre  felicit^,  que  pour  rendre  les  autres  heureux. 
Si  notre  interet  tfl,  umfible  a  not  fettpktf  ee  n*efi  qu*  iniercty  honUux 
a  nupnfable..'*  Ade  fecond,  p..a2.  Sinave  et  Trouvoire> 
Trajedie  Ruffie«  faite  p^  :M.  Soumarokoff,  et  traduite  e^, 
Francois,  par  le  Prince  DdgoroUiky. 

'^  h^  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  96. 

^  Herbeftein  greatly  diraiiodflies  the  value  of  theie  gifts  by, 
tj^e  words:  ^  Cafiros  inter  amicos  ct  famulos  divifit/^ 

♦2  but 
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bot  It  is  undetermined  whether  they  held  and 
received  thefe  military  benefices,  or  fiefs,  as 
independent  and  permanent  pofTeffions,  or 
only  during  his  pleafure,  and  in  fubordination 
to  his  fi^preme  command. 

From  this  meafure  he  derived  many  be- 
neficial confequences.  That  habitual  fpiric 
of  inquietude  which  formed  fo  prominent  a 
feature  in  thefe  undifciplined  leaders,  and 
which  in  the  indolence  of  peace  would  have 
inevitably  excited  them  to  fome  popular  com- 
motion, was  happily  direAed  to  guard  the 
frontiers  from  the  frequent  attacks  of  the  fur- 
rounding  nations;  he  was  thus  enabled  to 
eftabliOi  his  feat  of  government  on  a  more 
folid  foundation,  by  an  abfence  which  left 
him  little  to  dread  from  their  jealous  and 
turbulent  tempers. 

Having  adopted  thefe  methods  for  the 
welfare  of  his  eftates,  perhaps  in  the  defiga 
of  filencing  effedually,  by  his  prefence,  the 
voice  of  difafFedlion,  he  transferred  his  refi- 
dence  to  Novgorod  ;  which  a  wife  precaution 
for  his  own  and  the  public  fafety  urged  him 
to  encompafs  with  a  rampart  of  earth,  fup- 
ported  by  (lout  palifades,  whicli  embraced, 
according  to  their  rude  and  fcanty  ideas,  all 
the  complex  principles  of  fortification  *\  But 
it  is  not  the  momentary  glance,  but  the  cir- 

*■  Levefque,  torn.  i.  p.  64, 

C  cumfpeft 
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cumfpeft  look,  which 'muft  guard  the  throne 
from  the  dangers  of  treafon;  and  Rurik,  too 
much  engroifed  in  carrying  into  execution 
his  plan  of  interior  ftability,  the  chief  objedl, 
it  feems,  of  his  policy,  and  fole  employment 
of  his  time,  perceived  not  the  gathering  ftorm, 
fo  pregnant  with  mil'chief  on  its  firft  appeaiv 
Ance. 

Proud  of  their  paft  fortune,  and  difcon- 
tented  with  their  prefent  ftate,  the  inftruments 
of  his  greatnefs,  his  own  Varagian  chiefs, 
had  nearly  reduced  the  Scandinavian  con- 
queror of  Novgorod  to  the  moft  abjed):  mi- 
fery,  the  moft  fervile  condition.  Thefe  men, 
caft  in  the  rudeft  mould  of  nature,  beheld 
with  difappointment  and  rage  that  flame  of 
rapacity  which  originally  burnt  with  fuch 
vehement  fury  in  their  prince's  breaft,  fud-*- 
denly  damped  by  his  undivided  attention  to 
the  eftabliihment  of  ciyil  order  and  internal 
defence,  occupations  fo  little  congenial  to  the 
temper  of  the  men  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
times. 

Difdaining,  therefore,  fuch  pacific  plans^ 
they  (hook  off  their  allegiance,  and  enlifted 
themfclves  under  the  banners  of  Oflcold  and 
Dir,  the  two  fovereigns  of  Kief  or  Kiow  " : 

**  We  muft  confefs  that  we  are  rather  furprlfed  in  not 
difcovcnng,  in  Mr.  Tooke's  intelligent  KiiWy  of  Ru{Sa> 
foiiie  traces  of  a  def<:rtion  which  might  have  produced  ano- 
ther revolution  in  the  ftate  of  Novgorod. 

but 


J 
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but  whether  they  may  be  fo  called  from  here- 
ditary right,  or  from  fuccefsful  ufurpation,  is 
involved  in  doubtful  tradition  *'. 

The  new-raifed  pillars  of  the  Novgorodian 
ftate  would  now  perhaps  have  tottered  to 
their  very  bafis  by  the  invafion  of  thefe  re- 
bels, who  might  have  aroufed  the  Slavo- 
nians once  more  from  their  lethargy,  by  the 
cries  of  revenge,  if  their,  departure  had 
proved  a  deliverance,  inftead  of  a  change 
of  fervitude.  Thus  fortunately  the  powers 
of  Rurik  efcaped  all  injury  in  this  paffing 
tempeft. 

After  this  alarming  revolt,  the  meafures  of 
the  Varagian  chief  feem  to  have  been  taken 
with  fuch  wifdom,  performed  with  fuch  vi- 
gour, and  followed  up  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
no  fpirit  of  mutiny  again  appeared  to  difturb 
bis  government ;  and  he  pafled  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  the  boibm  of  fecurity  and 
peace.  He  died  after  a  reign  of  feventeen  879. 
years,  committing  his  infant  fon  Igor  to 
the  care  and  protection  of  his  kinfman 
Oleg. 

At  the  diftance  of  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred years,  when  the  cloud  of  legends  fo 
much  darkens  the  light  of  truth,  that  we  can 
with  difficulty  grope  our  way  in  thefe  remote 

*'  The  nature  of  thefe  princes*  claim  to  Kief,feems  greatly 
to  embarrafs  Levefque.     See  torn.  i.  p.  6$^  66, 

C  %  tranf- 
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tranfadions,  k  might  be  juftly  ftyled  both 
folly  and  prefumption  to  attempt  a  portrait 
of  the  firft  prince  of  northern  Ruffia ;  and, 
perhaps,  if  the  evidence  of  well -authenticated 
records  enabled  us  to  draw  afide  the  veil  which 
conceals  the  fecret  fprings  of  fo  many  of  his 
adions,  the  juftice  of  hiftory  would  then  only 
allow  us  to  obferve,  that  the  charadier  of  Rurik 
may  be  fuccindly  comprifed  in  artful  fagacity, 
patient  firmnefs,  unforgiving  malice,  and  un« 
remitting  perfeverancct 
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SECOND  REVOLUTION. 

The  EflaHiJbment  of  Chriftianitj  in  the  Reign  of  Fiadimir  I. 
Sviatojlavitz  furnamed  the  GreaU 

When  the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  and  the  love 
of  plunder,  firfl:  enabled  the  Varagians  to 
triumph  over  the  fickly  ftate  of  Novgorod, 
the  bond  of  their  political  union  was  foon 
weakened  by  their  inattention  to  thofe  benefits, 
which  arife  from  the  eftablifhment  of  a  re  - 
gular  fucceflion  of  their  princes :  and  time, 
which  fhould  have  eradicated,  only  more 
quickly  ripened,  the  feeds  of  this  pernicious 
negle£t.  Infenfible  to  the  advantages  of  a 
fixed  hereditary  lineage,  which  was  fo  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  fecure  the  order,  fta« 
bility,  and  quietude  of  their  government,  the 
uncle  generally,  or  the  next  prince  of  the 
blood,  in  preference  to  the  fon  of  the  de* 
ceafed  fovereign,  ftepped  into  the  vacant 
throne,  whilft  the  claims  of  the  heir  apparent 
and  his  brothers  were  fileqced  by  independent 
appanages. 

The  principles  of  corruption  and  diforder 

therefore  foon  crept  into  the  kingdom,  broken 

iato  fo  many  feparate  principalities.     Innu- 

C  3  merable 
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merable  wars  affllded  every  part  of  the  ftate 
with  all  thofe  calamities  which  flow  from 
turbulence  and  confufion.  A  kingdom  thus 
patched  up  from  fuch  disjointed  and  dis- 
cordant pieces,  thus  harafTed  by  conftant 
diflfenfions,  thus  confuming  its  ftrength  by 
internal  hoftiKties,  only  required  the  appear- 
ance of  an  enemy  to  be  fubjugated  on  the 
firft  onfet.  While  thefe  inward  conflids  were 
thus  carried  on  with  fuch  unceafing  rancour, 
the  defcendants  of  Rurik,  without  pretending 
to  penetrate  through  the  denfe  umbrage  of  fu- 
turity, might  have  predidled  the  rapid  ap- 
proach of  their  country  to  Tatar  oppreflion. 
The  "  fierce  Sviatoflaf,  or  Sphendofthlabus  % 
the  grandfon  of  Rurik,  whofe  fword  was 
glutted  by  the  conqueft  of  the  Bulgarians,  and 
whofe  ftrength  of  mind  and  body  never 
melted  away  in  the  idlenefs  of  a  fovereign  (for 
he  ufually  flept  on  the  ground,  wrapt  up  in 
a  common  bearfkin,  with  his  head  reclining 
on  a  faddle,  and,  like  the  heroes  of  Homer  % 
9:j.     his  hafty  meal,  which  was  often  horfeflefh  *, 

■  Lcvefque,  torn.  i.  p*  115— 120.  Le  CIcrc,  torn.  i. 
p.  140—152. 

*  His  name  is  fpelt  in  this  manner  by  Conftantine  Por- 
phyrogenitus,  De  Adrainiftrat.  Imperii,  cap.  9. 

'  If  we  look  into  the  ninth  book  of  the  Iliad  (lines  21 3, 
213),  this  rcfemblance  is  evident, 

♦  The  fingular  prcdilcftion  of  this  barbarian  hero  for  the 
food  of  tlie  Calmucksand  Tartars  has  been  noticed  by  more 
hiftorians  than  Levefque  and  Le  Clerc. 

was 
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was  broiled  on  the  coals)  bequeathed  to  hi* 
fbns,  Yaropolk,  Olcg,  and  Vladimir,  the  dif- 
tinG  principalities  of  Kiefj  of  the  Slaves  neat 
the  lake  Ilmen,  and  Novgorod  ^ 

The  wanton  cruelty  of  Oleg,  who,  unin-» 
fiuenced  by  any  of  tbofe  violent  paffiona 
which  tend  to  irritate  the  mind  and  to 
banifh  the  thoughts  of  pity,  plunged  his 
fword  into  the  bofom  of  the  fon  of  Svenald, 
the  friend  and  counfellor  of  his  deceafed  fa^ 
ther,  was  foon  afterwards  puni(hed  by  the 
arms  of  his  elder  brother.  Touched  by  the  975* 
lamentations  of  the  difconfolate  parent,  Yaro- 
polk  inftantly  marched  a  formidable  army 
into  the  heart  of  his  brother's  dominions. 
The  juftice  of  his  invafion  was  crowned 
with  ample  fuccefs.  The  adherents  of  Oleg,  9l7* 
who  defer ved  to  have  fought  in  a  better  caufe, 
after  fuftaining  his  attack  with  defperate  cou- 
rage, were  at  laft  overpowered  by  the  num- 
bers, rather  than  by  the  manoeuvres  of  thofe 
who  engaged  them  ;  and  the  author  of  their 
misfortunes,  in  attempting  to  crofs  a  bridge 
on  which  his  fugitives  had  tfirongcd,  was 
prefled  to  death,  and  forced  into  the  river : 
the  dominions  of  his  vanquifhed  brother  were 
the  fruits  of  this  vidlory. 

Vladimir,  under  whofe  fuperior  genius  and 
aufpicious  reign  the  Ruffian  ftate  was  firft 

*  Rerum  Mofcovit.  Comment,  p.  3,4. 

C4  deftiaed 
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dcftined  to  emit  ihofe  glimmerings  of  light,' 
which  wpre  afterwards  to  break  out  into  the 
full  fplendour  of  day,  fled  at  the  approach 
of  Yaropolk ;  whofe  troops,  animated  by  the 
fuccefs  of  their  late  battle,  like  a  refiftlefs 
torrent,  fwept  away  every  thing  before  them 
in  their  way  to  his  brother's  eftates,  which 
the  voice  of  gratitude,  or  more  probably  fear, 
counfelled  him  to  beftow  on  his  Boyars  ;  who, 
in  the  weaknefs  of  the  government,  were 
taught  to  coniider  themfelves  more  as  the 
equals  than  the  fervants  of  their  prince. 

But  their  triumph  was  tranfient  and  im*- 
mature.  The  highrfpirited  niind  of  Vladimir, 
impatient  to  wipe  away  the  ignominy  of 
his  flight,  and  to  obtain  once  more  the  fceptre 
of  Novgorod,  prevailed  on  the  Varagians, 
to  whom  he  had  retired  *,  to  draw  theif  fworda 
in  defence  of  his  caufe.  Their  afiurances  of 
fupport  were  attended  with  the  mod  profper*- 
ous  confequences  j  for  fuch  was  their  fierce- 
nefs  of  fpirir,  their  adivity  of  enterprife,  fuch 
the  terror  of  their  name,  that  the  Voyevodes 
of  Yaropolk  meanly  crouched  at  the  feet  of 
Vladimir,  without  ftriking  one  blow  for  the 
prefer vation  of  a  city,  which  both  intereft 
and  duty  called  on  them  fo  loudly  to  de- 
fend.    The  proftrate  Boyars  were  difmiflfed 

•  Hcrbcftein,  p.  4.    Rcrum  Mofc.  Comment.     Hiftoirc 
des  Czars^  p.  1 1 . 

from 
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from  this  perilous  interview  with  a  meflagc 
to  his  brother,  which  ftrongly  exprefled  his 
inward  contempt  for  his  charader,  or  his 
juft  confidence  in  the  fuperior  courage  of 
his  Varagians:  "Tell  him/^  faid  the  reftor?d 
prince,  **  I  am  determined  to  vifit  him  fpecdily 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army.** 

This  menace  was  accelerated  by  an  infult,  980* 
which  at  once  mortified  his  perfonal  vanity, 
and  refledcd  on  the  bafenefs  of  his  birth. 
The  two  brothers  had  demanded  at  the  fame 
time  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of  Rogvo- 
lode,  prince  of  Poltcfk  or  Polotlk '.  This  city, 
watered  by  the  wide  flowing  Dvina,  was  af- 
terwards to  give  its  name  to  a  palatinate  of 
Poland,  and  to  acknowledge  the  fway  of 
Ruilia  when  decorated  with  the  trophies  of 
that  divided  country.  The  father,  appre- 
henfive  of  exafperating  the  irafcibfe  temper 
of  thefe  princes  by  his  own  eleflion,  declared 
to  them  both,  he  would  not  interfere  with 
the  inclinations  of  his  daughter.  The  mo-- 
ment  the  princefs  was  acquainted  with  their 
refpeflive  propofals,  (he  diredly  exclaimed, 
with  all  the  offended  pride  of  illuftrious  birth. 
Far  be  it  from  my  lot  to  unboot  the  fan  of  a 
/lave  %  my  choice  is  fixed  on  Yaropolk.     No 

fooner 

7  Heberftein  ftylcs  him  Princcps  Pcfcovviic,  p.  4  Ptmm 
Mofcovit,  Comment. 

*  It  was  the  cudom  at  thut  time  for  youn|^  married  women 
to  pull  off  the  boots  of  their  hufl^.mds  on  the  ni^ht  of  their 

wciuiujr  ; 
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fooner  was  this  rafh  fpeech  conveyed  to  the 
ears  of  the  amorous  yet  revengeful  Vladimir, 
than  he  inftantly  puftied  forward  his  bold 
Varagians  againft  the  prince  of  Polotft. 
Their  route  was  marked  with  blood.  In  this 
inundation  of  their  fury,  the  iword  of  the 
furious  Vladimir  was  buried  in  the  bofom  of 
Polotfk  and  his  two  fons  ;  whilft  the  agonized 
princefs  was  forced  to  receive  the  hand  as  yet 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  her  deareft  re- 
latives ^ 

Eager  for  more  flaughter,  and  inflamed 
perhaps  with  expectations  of  the  higheft  fuc- 
cefs,  Vladimir  next  direded  his  vidorious 
fteps  to  Kief.  This  town,  equally  fortified 
by  nature  and  the  courage  of  its  inhabitants, 
ftood  for  a  long  time  invincible ;  and  the 
military  fame  of  Vladimir  muft  have  been 
tarniflied  "by  the  difgrace  of  a  retreat,  if  the 
treachery  of  an  individual  had  not  obviated 
the  effeds  of  that  refiftance,  which  had  fa- 
tigued his  perfeverance,  and  baffled  his  valour. 
The  wretch,  fo  devoid  of  gratitude  as  to  be- 
tray his  liberal  benefador,  was  a  Voeyevode 
of  the  name  of  Blude.     Flattered  by  the  pro- 


wedding  ;  and  the  term  (lave  is  applied  by  the  princefs,  be- 
caufe  his  mother  Maiucha  was  the  concubine  of  Sviatoflaf* 
and  the  houfe-keeper  (a  curious  title)  of  the  princefs  Olga. 
See  Tooke's  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  vol.  i.  p.  191. 
*  Kerum  Mofco^iticarum  Comment,  p.  4, 

mifes, 
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mifes,  and  deceived  by  the  gifts  of  the  youth- 
ful Vladimir,  he  confented,  at  his  defire, 
to  alarm  the  fears  of  his  brother  againft  his 
faithful  citizens,  by  afluring  him  that  he  had 
no  foes  but  what  his  walls  encompafled.  His 
iafinuations  were  fo  ably  thrown  out,  that  the 
unthinking  prince  fled  on  this  prefumption 
of  their  guilt :  the  inhabitants  abandoned  by 
their  chief,  were  reduced  to  admit  his  more 
fortunate  rival. 

The  difmayed  Yaropolk,  wherever  he 
turned  his  eyes,  had  then  to  behold  the  ac- 
tivity of  a  vidtorious  and  implacable  brother  ; 
his  fpirit  broken  by  fuch  an  unceafing  purfuit, 
and  obliged  to  contend  at  the  fame  time  in 
his  new  retreat  with  the  horrors  of  famine 
and  the  furrounding  troops  of  his  brother,  by 
the  wicked  counfels  of  Blude  '%  he  at  laft 
took  the  fatal  refolution  of  throwing  himfelf 
on  the  mercy  of  Vladimir,  under  the  full 
expedadon  that  the  ties  of  confanguinity 
would  be  refpeded.  Inftead  of  receiving  his 
pardon  and  embrace,  he  was  welcomed  only 
by  the  daggers  of  his  Varagians. 

This  facrilegious  offering  to  the  manes  of 
Oleg,  which  fo  juftly  (hocks  a  civilized  mind, 
neither  mollified  the  heart  of  Vladimir,  nor 
eftranged  the  love  of  his  fubjeds.  Of  the  fame 
odious  complexion  are  the  examples  of  thofe 

•®  Herbe{lein»  Rerum  Mofcovic.  Comment,  p  5. 

writers, 


a8  HISTORY  OF  THE 

writers,  who  celebrate  the  purity  of  primitive 
manners. 

It  is  from  fcenes  like  thefe,  fo  dyed  with 
blood,  that  we  turn  afide  with  no  incon- 
fiderable  fenfatioa  of  pleafure,  to  relate  an  ad, 
which,  whether  it  proceeded  from  fentiments 
of  policy  or  juftice,  will  be  read  with  com- 
placency by  thofe,  who  view  with  honeft  in- 
dignation the  fin  of  ingratitude.  To  the 
treacherous  exertions  of  Blude,  Vladimir 
might  fairly  afcribe  his  guilty  vidory.  For 
the  fpace  of  three  days,  therefore,  the  prince 
was  lavifh  in  his  profeffions  of  refped,  and 
in  his  marks  of  honour  on  the  author  of  his 
fuccefs ;  but  when  this  time  had  expired,  he 
threw  off  the  irkfome  mafk  of  diflimulation, 
and  thus  exprefled  his  abhorrence  of  villainy 
like  his,  in  thefe  words :  "  In  accumulating 
honours  on  thee  far  above  thy  proudeft  wifhes, 
I  have  more  than  fulfilled  my  promife  ;  but 
now  the  friend  aiTumes  the  charader  of  the 
judge '',  and  in  that  capacity  he  condemns  the 
traitor  and  affaflin  of  his  prince."  On  uttering 
thefe  words,  he  punifhed  his  perfidy  with 
death. 

In  the  vaft  volume  which  hiftory  opens 
for  our  inftrudion,  its  pages  are  frequently 
defiled  by  inftances  of  regal  ingratitude.    The 

"  Aiijoiird'hui,  commc  jngc,  je  profcrls  le  traltre  et 
raffaflln  de  Ton  prince,  is  the  ej^preflion  of  Levefque,  Hiftoirc 
de  RuOle,  vol.  i.  p.  120. 

brave 
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brave  and  faithful  Varagians,  under,  whofc 
fteady  adherence  the  power  of  Vladimir  had 
arifen  to  fo  formidable  an  height,  unhappily 
for  themfelves  reproached  the  ingratitude  of 
their  prince,  by  urging  their  right  to  a  tribute 
on  the  inhabitants  of  Kief**,  for  their  ef- 
poufa)  of  his  caufe.  But  fear  and  its  con* 
comitant  hatred  had  fo  diffufed  their  venom 
through  his  mind,  that  he  was  content  to  pre* 
fervc  his  authority  at  the  expencc  of  his  ho- 
nour and  gratitude. 

Too  weak  openly  to  provoke  their  fufpi- 
cions  and  refentment,  by  fpecious  promifes 
he  contrived  for  a  time  to  elude  their  de- 
mands, uiuil  he  had  fo  far  increafed  his 
Jlrength,  that  he  no  longer  dreaded  the 
effeds  of  their  refentment.  Senfible  of  their 
weaknefe,  thefe  former  defenders  of  his  ftate 
narrowed  their  demands,  and  requeued  only 
his  permiflion  to  embark  for  Greece.  To  this 
propofal  he  joyfully  confented  ;  and  after  fe- 
le€ling  the  bravcft  for  his  fervice,  the  monarch 
permitted  the  reft  to  depart  under  the  notion 
that,  inftead  of  the  fkins  of  fquirrels,  their  fu- 
ture fcrvices  would  be  more  munificently  re- 
warded by  filks  and  gold.  Impatient  of  con- 
trol, thefe  hardy  children  of  the  north  pro- 
ceeded to  Conftantinople ",  totally  unfufpi- 

cious 

■*  LcTcfque,  torn.  i.  p.  I20.     Le  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  154. 
»3  The  reader  may  fee  in  Ducunge  fonie  curious  pariicu- 

largi 
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cious  of  Vladimir's  advice  to  his  Byzantine 
ally,  to  have  them  difperfed  and  employed  in 
different  parts  of  his  dominions,  that  their 
number  or  defpair  might  afford  no  difquie- 
tude  to  RufTia  or  the  Empire'*:  fo  fatal  is 
authority  where  fear  is  engendered  ;  fo  wide 
is  the  chafm  betwixt  labour  and  recompcnce. 
9Si.  We  (hall  avoid  entering  into  the  detail  of 
f8«.  thofe  defolating  expeditions,  which  fo  much 
advanced  the  warlike  fame  of  Vladimir  in 
the  eftimation  of  his  barbarous  people  ;  as 
they  form  only  a  feries  of  wars,  the  motives 
as  well  as  the  confequences  of  which  are  with- 
out intereft  and  without  importance.  The 
fame  motives  which  induce  us  to  decline  a 
.  delineation  of  the  hideous  features  of  deftruc- 
tion  which  charaSerized  the  incurfions  of 
Vladimir,  will  juftify  the  brevity  of  our  re- 
marks,  that  the  fame  excelFes   of  ferocious 


lars  which  he  has  cxtradeJ  from  the  original  writers  of  the 
ftate  and  hiftory  of  the  RuiTian  Varagians,  and  of  thofe  who 
were  a  colony  of  Englifti  and  Danes.  Glofllirium  Med.  Sc 
Infimae  Grfledtatis,  llib  voce  8*^3:7704,  Med.  et  Infim«  La* 
tinitaiis,  fub  voce  Vagii.  Notae  ad  Alexiad.  Anna  Coni'- 
nena,  p.  256,  257,  258.  Notes  fur  Villehardouin,  p.  296. 
299.  See  alfo  the  Annotraions  of  Rtiike  to  the  Emperor 
Ci)n(ljntine's  Cercmoniale  Aula  Byzant.  torn.  ii.  p.  149* 
>SO.  ^^ 

'*  Si  vellet  rebellioncs  eorum  cavere,  illos  reclperc  quidem ; 
fed  per  divcrfas  urbcs  difperg'jrer,  rcdire  vcro  nullum  fme- 
rct.  tScL  Bayer  de  Vara^is,  in  Comment.  Academ.  Pctro- 
politana?,  torn.  iv.  p.  30 j. 

j^  cruelty. 
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cruelty",  ftaincd  the  temples  of  religious  wor- 
fhip,  which  were  (o  profufely  embellKhed 
with  his  triumphal  fpoils. 

The  tutelary  deities  '*  of  his  country  were 
arrayed  in  all  thofe  terrible  and  lavage  qua- 
lities^  fo  congenial  to  the  mind  of  Vladimir. 
And  the  rites  which  fuperftitious  ignorance 
performed  in  honor  of  thei'e  idols,  were  im- 
pious in  the  extreme.  Nothing  was  fuppofed 
to  delight  their  gods,  but  fcenes  of  madnefs, 
cruelty,  and  licentioufnefs  ;  whilft  their  wrath 
could  only  be  appeafed   by  human  facrifices. 

*>  Impio  dsBmoniiim  ciiltui  deditum,  are  the  words  of 
the  indignant  and  impartial  Crumer.  See  De  Origine  et 
Rebus  gcftis  Polono^um.  Bas.  1558.  Lib.  ili.  p.  46.  See 
likewife  La  Religion  ancienne  et  moderne  des  Mofcovites. 
Cologne,  1698.  But  in  juflice  to  the  tafte  or  to  the  huma- 
nity of  the  Ruffians  we  mufc  obfervc,  thiit  ihcy  fometimes 
propitiated  more  amiable  divinities.  M.  Lcvcfqut:  has  drawn 
a  graceful,  but  perhaps  a  too  luxuriant  delcription  of  their 
Rouflalki,  (the  inferior  goddeflesof  their  woods  und  waters,) 
for  the  chafte  andfoberpen  of  the  hlll:orJan  (Hift  de  Ruflic, 
vol,  i.  p.  30.) ;  and  the  reader  will  find  an  ample  and  curi- 
ous account  qf  the  Slavonic  Mythology,  in  the  DifTertations 
fur  les  Antiqultes  de  Ruffic,  par  Matthicu  Guthrie,  a  Saint 
Petcr(bourg,  1795. 

**  Procopius,  however,  would  teach  us  to  believe,  that 
^hey  acknowledged  only  fiio».ji>a,  who  created  the  world  and 
darts  the  thunder  ;  and  that  they  facrificed  to  him  oxen  and 
other  kind  of  viiftims.  See  Procopii  Opera,  Paris,  1662, 
vol.  i.  de  Bell.  Goth.  lib.  iii.  cap.  14.  B-.t  the  Lawyer  of 
Csifarea,  and  the  fecretary  of  the  renowned  Belifarius,  how* 
ever  authentic  his  infonriation  may  be  concerning;  tlie  events 
of  his  own  times,  yet  has  not  approved  himfeif  fufBciently 
a  diligent  inquirer  after  truth,  when  he  fpeaks  of  diilant 
nations,  to  merit  our  adherence  to  his  opinions.  Wirueis  • 
liis  ignorant  and  ridiculous  account  of  Britain. 

la 
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In  the  choice  of  a  vi<aim  for  one  of  thefc 
pageants  of  power,  the  courtiers  of  Vladimir, 
under  the  execrable  idea  of  rendering  the  fa- 
585.  crifice  more  acceptable  to  their  gods,  feleSed 
for  the  facerdotal  knife,  a  citizen,  a  young 
Varagian  of  chriftian  faith,  inftead  of  a  pri- 
foner  of  war ;  whilft  his  unhappy  father,  in 
refufing  to  deliver  him  to  their  fanatical 
adoration,  fliared  the  fame  fate,  by  the  un- 
governable rage  of  the  multitude  *\ 

In  this  ftate  of  popular  delufion,  in  this 
fulnefs  of  ignorance  and  barbarity  which 
darkened  all  the  region  of  Ruffia,  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  divine  Providence  the  fun  of 
chriftianity  arofe,  to  illuminate  the  human 
mind,  to  purify  the  heart,  and  to  enlarge  the 
narrow  boundaiies  of  philanthropy. 

But  in  order  to  exhibit  a  clear  account  of 
the  rife,  progrefs,  and  eftabliftiment  of  chrif- 
tianity,  it  is  neceffary  to  caft  a  retrofpedivc 
View  on  the  reigns  of  Ofkold  and  Olga,  and 
thence  to  point  out  thofe  events  which  con- 
tributed from  a  confpicuous  but  fometimes 
inperceptible  influence  to  the  gradual  intro* 
dudion  of  the  chriftian  religion. 

The  firft  ray  of  evangelical  light  feemed  to 
beam  on  the  Ruffians  under  the  reign  of 
Oflcold  the  prince  of  Kief;  in  one  of  thofe 
fudden  excurfions  of  piratical  adventure  which 
perhaps    had    before    alarmed    the  timorous 

'    "  Lcvcfque,  torn.  i.  p.  122.    Le  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  155- 

Greeks, 


REVOHJTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  S3 

Greeks,  the  eoterprizing  Olkold  marked  out 
their  magnificent  city  of  Conftantinople  '*,  at 
the  chief  objedl  for  plunder;  this  daring  at- 
tempt was  made  with  two  hundred  boats '%  or 
Monoxyla^  as  they  arc  called  by  the  Emperor 
Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus.  If  the  whole 
force  of  their  country  had  been  exerted,  their 
navy  might  have  amounted  to  two  thoufand 
veflels.  Without  oppofition  they  paffed  the 
Tliracian  Bofphorus.  Emboldened  rather 
than  fatisfied  by  this  extraordinary  fuccefs, 
they  attempted  and  fucceeded  in  occupying 
the  port  of  Conftantinople,  under  the  reign  of 
the  Emperor  Michael  III.  who  had  fome  time 
left  his  capital  with  the  vain  hope  of  chaftlfing 
the  infolence  of  the  Saracens.  On  the  firft 
news  of  thefe  dangerous  vifitors,  he  returned 
with  his  army  to  revive  the  fainting  courage 
of  his  capital ;  the  reader  who  keeps  in.  his 
remembrance  a  geographical  view  of  Con- 
ftantinople, and  the  fituation  of  the  Ruffians, 

'*  Bayer  fixes  this  firft  attempt  of  the  Ruffians  in  the  years 
864  or  865.  See  his  difiertation  De  Rufforum  prima  Expe- 
^.litione  Conftantinopolitana,  torn.  vi.  p.  365. 

'»  De  Adminiftr.  Imp.  cap.  ix,  Thefe  barks  of  the  Ruf- 
fians may  he  conipared  in  their  imperfeft  conftrudtlon  to  the 
Camarj?  or  Euxine  veiTcls  ufed  by  the  Goths  in  their  firft 
naval  expedition.  See  Strabo  with  Ifaac  Caufabon's  Notes, 
Lib.  xi.  p.  758.  and  Tacit.  Hift.  Lib.  iii.  cap.  xlvii. 
p. 1^5. 

D  can 
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can  well  imagine  the  numerous  difficulties*^ 
which  the  Emperor  had  to  encounter  in  ef- 
fe£ting  a  landing  at  the  palace  flairs,  from 
whence  his  fuperftition  led  him  to  a  church 
of  the  Virgin  Mary;  where  the  devout  Em- 
peror, VI  ith  his  no  lefs  devout  Patriarch,  pafled 
the  whole  night  in  prayers  ;  inftead  of  medi- 
tating the  relief  of  his  people  by  a  well  de- 
termined fpirit  of  refiftance. 

By  the  injunctions  of  the  Patriarch,  the 
garment  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  a  moft  precious 
relid,  was  drawn  from  the  fanduary  and 
dipped  into  the  fea;  for  they  fondly  per- 
fuaded  themfelves,  that  by  this  adl  of  futile 
devotion  the  thunderbolt  of  divine  ven- 
geance would  have  been  hurled  againft  thefe 
fierce  and  boody  barbarians.  A  feafonable 
tempeft,  however,  releafed  them  from  their 
prefent  fears,  by  compelling  the  Ruffians  to  a 
precipitate  retreat,  which  was  moft  pioufly 
attributed  to  the  propitious  influence  of  the 
mother  of  God*/.     Ofkold,  the  chief  of  this 

expedition, 

*^  VIx  potuit  pertranfirc,  et  ingredt.  See  the  learned 
Strltter's  Memorice  Populorum  Septentrionalium,  Petrop. 
1771,  17791  torn.  il.  pars  ii.  p.  959. 

**  The  following  writers  are  quoted  by  Bayer  in  his  dlf- 
fertation  De  RulToriim  prima  Expeditione  Conftimtlnopoli- 
tana,  Comment.  Academ.  Petropol.  as  recording  this  enter- 
prize  of  the  Ruffians,  Leo  Grammaticus,  p.  463,  464. 
Conftantini  Continuator  in  Script.  poftTheophanem,  p.  121, 

122. 
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eipedition,  after  enjoying  the  glory  of  hum- 
bling the  Greek  pride,  demanded  a  peace, 
which  was  readily  granted  ;  perhaps  from  a 
fecret  perfuafion,  that  in  a  fecoud  critical  junc- 
ture, the  fuccours  of  their  divine  Protcdrefs 
might  come  too  tardy.  After  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  had  been  adjuiled,  .Ofkold  exprcfled 
a  wiOi  to  b«come  a  Chriftian.  And,  under 
his  aufpices,  a  Greek  bifliop  with  the  name 
of  Metropolitaa  might  for  the  firft  time  have 
adminiftered  the  facrament  of  baptifm  in  the 
church  of  Kief:  but  the  falutary  vegetation 
of  the  gofpel  was  blighted  by  the  ungenial 
touch  of  thefe  barbarians;  fmce,  after  the 
death  of  Ofkold,  this  fliort  glimpfe  of  holy 
light  w^s  foon  involved  in  a  cloud  of  igno- 
rance, fo  thick  and  heavy  as  to  obfcure  almoft 
all  traces  of  their  chriftian  converfion. 

Nor  did  this  loathfome  darknefs  difappear, 
until  the  Ruffian  throne  was*  mounted  by  the 
princess  Olga.  A  woman  (perhaps  of  the 
meaneft  extradion)  who  could  punifh  the 
death  of  her  hulband  Igor,  and  be  acknow-  - 
ledged  as  fovereign  over  a  turbulent  people, 
who  then  could  fcarcely  fubmit  with  patience 
to  the  government  of  their  lawful  princes,  muft 
have  been  pre-eminently  gifted  with  thofemaf- 

122.  Simeon  Logotheta,  p.  445,  446.  Georgius  Monaclius, 
p.  535,  536.  Cedreniis,  torn.  ii.  p.  551 .  Zonaras,  torn.  ii. 
p.  162. 
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cuHne  qualifications,  which  imprint  the  duty 
of  obedience  on  minds  the  leaft  tindlured  with 
the  virtues  of  civilization.  Though  grofs 
idolatry  overfpread  her  country,  yet  the  pre- 
cepts and  example  of  the  mifSonaries  tranf- 
planted  by  Ofkold  had  made  an  impreflion  on 
her  heart  too  deep  to  be  eafily  effaced ;  ac- 
cordingly, moved  by  the  wifli  of  embracing 
chriftianity  in  the  moft  auguft  manner,  or  by 
the  lefs  fpiritual  defire  of  extending  the  circu- 
lation of  her  trade,  (he  failed  from  Kief  to 
Conftantinople  in  the  time  of  public  and  pri- 
vate tranquillity. 

The  royal  hiftorian,  the  Emperor  Conftan- 
tine  Porphyrogenitus,  welcomed  her  arrival 
with  all  the  honours  appropriate  to  her  rank ; 
and  with  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies  which 
could  flatter  her  female  vanity,  and  difplay  the 
tranfient  greatnefs  of  his  luxury  and  fplen- 
dour.  From  the  numerous  and  coftly  prc- 
fents,  which  at  ouce  perhaps  excited  her  afto- 
niQiment  and  gratified  her  avarice,  we  may 
fcleft,  as  no  mean  fpecimens  of  imperial  ge- 
nerofity,  and  as  moft  adapted  to  a  lady's 
wants,  feme  yafes  of  rare  value,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  thofe  fine  ftuffs  which  were  then  only 
fabricated  in  the  Eaft.  The  Emperor  himfelf 
conduded  her  to  the  baptifmal  fount " ;  where 

**  The  PoIIdi  Hiftorian  commits  an  unpardonable  mif- 
take  when  he  fays  Joanne  Zemifce  imperantc,  Religioncm 
Chr'rftianara  Tuicepir,  Lib.  iii.  p.  46 — 49.    Dc  Reb.  Polon. 

fhe 
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flie  received  the  venerated  name  of  the  Em- 
prefs  Helena  *'.  The  Ruffian  chronicleis  would 
teach  us  to  believe,  that  her  beauty  fo  capti- 
vated Conftantine,  that  he  offered  to  (hare  his 
throne  with  her :  but  if  the  Emperor  himfelf 
had  not  informed  us  that  his  wife  was  yet 
alive,  we  fhould  want  no  better  evidence  to 
refute  this  tale,  and  to  fhew  us  that  he  would 
have  indignantly  rejeded  the  uni#n,  than  the 
perufal  of  his  inftrudions  to  his  fon  Ro- 
manus,  in  which  he  expofes  the  ill  policy 
of  liftening  to  the  overtures  of  foreign  al- 
liances **. 

On  her  return  to  Kief  and  Novgorod,  flic 
pertiuacioufly  adhered  to  her  new  religion ; 
but  this  great  princefs,  great  does  flie  deferve 
to  be  called,  (for,  in  this  barbarous  age,  flie 
i:onftru£ted  towns  and  villages,  formed  bridges 
and  roads  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  and  efla«- 
blifhed  inftitutions  of  general  utility,)  fenfibly 
experienced  the  wjeakncfs  of  her  power,  and 
the  obflinacy  of  human  nature  in  her  unre- 
mitting endeavours  to  wean  her  nation  and 

*'  See  Conftantine  de  Ceremoniiile  Aulae  Byzant.  torn.  ii. 
cap.  XV.  p.  343  — 345-  and  Zonarae  Annales,  Paris,  1687, 
torn  ii.  p.  194. 

*♦  See  the  Twclfch  Chapter  of  Conftantine  De  AJminiftr. 
Impcr. 
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fon  from  their  attachment  to  the  gods  of  their 
fathers  *'. 

Proud  and  fanguinary,  and  ftrangers  to  all 
thofe  purfuits  which  give  birth  to  ads  of  hu- 
manity and  juftice,  her  people  fcorned  and 
were  ill  calculated  to  tread  in  the  paths  of 
chriftianity.  To  all  the  frequent  pious  ex^ 
hortations  of  his  mother,  Sviatoflaf  infuliingly 
demanded,  ^whether  (lie  wifhed  him  to  be- 
come an  objed  of  contempt  and  derifion  to 
his  companions  **  ?  From  the  temper  of  this 
interrogatory,  it  requires  no  prodigious  depth 
of  fagacity  to  have  forefeen,  that  the  chriftian: 
religion  would  foon  (hrink  into  infignificance 
,  and  obfcurity  on  the  death  of  Olga.  And  inr 
deed  fo  rapid  was  its  decline,  that  the  churches 
creded  by  the  fervent  zeal  of  this  princefs, 
could  fcarcely  preferve  it  from  total  ex- 
tindion. 

We  have  now  contemplated  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  chriftianity,  and  deduced  the  vi- 
fible  caufes  of  its  decay.     From  this  period, 

**  Cumque  diu  Olga,  fed  incaflum,  circa  fidei  Chriftianx 
incrementum  in  patria  ac  praecipuac  in  filto  Swatoflao  con- 
vertendo  elaborafTet.  De  Rebus  Mofcoyiticis,  p.  38.  Sec 
alfo  Herbeftcin,  p.  3. 

•  *^  Voulez  vous,  que  mes  amis  fc  moquent  de  mot  ?  Le- 
vefque  Hifl.  de  Ruflie,  vol.*  i.  p.  100.  See  likewife  Le  CJerc, 
torn*  i.  p.  133. 

a  more 
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a  more  pleafing  exercife  commences  ;  to  ob- 
ferve  the  gradual  extirpation  of  paganifm^ 
and  to  mark  the  final  eftabli(hment  of  the 
chriftian  religion. 

The  military  renown,  the  increafing  wealth, 
the  unrelaxing  firmnef8,the  extenfive  authority 
of  Vladimir,  now  began  to  command  the  fears 
and  invite  the  attention  of  the  neighbouring 
potentates  *'•  By  gifts  they  courted  his  efteem ; 
by  embaflies  they  folicited  his  ccnverfion  to 
their  refpedive  religions.  Nearly  at  the  fame  986. 
time,  it  is  faid,  were  prefented  to  him,  deputies 
from  the  Pope,  or  rather  of  fome  catholic 
prince,  from  the  people  of  great  Bulgaria,  and 
from  the  Jews  eftablifhed  among  the  Kozares. 
But  all  their  profpeds  of  fuccefs  were  dark- 
ened by  the  miflion  and  lively  eloquence  of  a 
Greek  Metropolitan.  This  Prelate,  whom 
the  chronicles  dignify  with  the  appellation  of 
a  philofopher  ^',  though  he  failed  in  making 
an  abfolute  profelyte  of  his  illuftrious  auditor, 
was,  however,  difmiflfed  with  his  friendfhip 
and  gifts :  an  enviable  happinefs,  which  the 
reft  had  fighed  for  in  vain.  Indeed,  fo  ftrong 
was  the  impreflion  made  on  Vladimir,  by  the 
difcourfe  of  this  theological  advocate,  that  he 
difpatched  fix  or  ten  Ruffians,  of  reputed  wif- 

^7  Jjc  Clcrc,  torn.  i.  p.  156.        ••  Tookc,  vol.  i.  p.  196. 
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dom  among  their  countrymen,  to  examine 
the  religious  principled  and  rites  of  their  dif^ 
ferent  countries. 

They  firft  direded  their  courfe  to  the  Bul- 
garians eaftward  of  Ruflia^  and  zealous  cham- 
pioM  of  the  warlike  prophet  of  Mecca  *** ;  but 
they  foon  changed  their  abode,  little  moved 
by  their  veneration  for  the  apocryphal  Koran* 
They  afterwards  vifitcd  the  Latin  churches  of 
^Germany,  whofe  want  of  external  ornament 
they  beheld  with  the  unfavourable  emotions 
of  pity  and  contempt*  But  in  their  arrival  at 
Conftantinople,  they  gazed,  with  inqxpreffible 
admiration  and  delight,  on  the  magnificent 
dome  of  St.  Sophia ;  and  their  attention  was 
equally  .arrefted  by  the  pompous  and  al- 
luring embelliOiments  around  their  altars ; 
by  the  impreflive  pidtur^s  pf  their  faints  and 
martyrs ;  by  the  rich  veftments  pf  their 
priefts ;  by  their  idolatrous  worfliip  of  images 
and  relics ;  and  by  the  pleafing  order  pf  their 
oftentatious  ceremonies.  A  religion,  there- 
for^, which  embraced  fuch  a  iucceiGon  of 
fplendid  rites,  was  fbon  confidered  by  their 

**  **  Et  illi  Bulgari,'*  fays  an  obferving,  though  fuperfli- 
tious  traveller,  "iuntpeffimi  Saraceni,  fortius  lenentes  legem 
Machdmcti  quam  altqui  alii."  See  the  Latin  relation  of  the 
Voyage  of  friar  Rubruquis,  in  the  firfl  volume  of  Hackluyi'b 
Voyages,     Lond.  1598.  p,  %6n 
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uncultivated    intellefls,  to  contain  the  very 
cflcnce  of  chriftianity  ^^. 

With  minds  enraptured  by  thefe  gaudy* 
though,  perhaps,  not  unmeaning  fpedlacles, 
they  haftened  their  relurn  to  Vladimir.  To 
his  anxious  inquiries,  on  the  events  of  their 
miilion,  they  difpatchcd,  with  a  difdainful 
impatience,  their  account  of  the  Latin  cere- 
inonial ;  whilft  they  expatiated  with  a  vifible 
fatififadion,  and  with  ail  the  glowing  colours 
of  enthufiafm,  on  the  various  beauties  of  Con- 
ftaotinople.  We  thought  ourfelyes  tranf- 
ported  into  Heaven,  exclaimed  tliey  to  their 
attentive  monarch  ;  nor  were  they  flow  to 
believe,  that  a  choir  of  angels  came  down 
each  day  from  the  flcies,  to  join  in  the  facred 
fong  of  the  Greeks'*.  Thus  completely  did 
the  luftre  of  the  Greek  eclipfe  all  hopes  of 
their  converfion  to  the  Latin  church.  When 
the  curiofity  of  the  prince  was  fufficiently 
iktisiicd  by  their  defcription,  they  implored  ' 
bis  permiffidn  to  be  initiated  into  the  pleafures 
of  religious  adoration  at  Gonftantinople. 

No  foonpr  had  the  boyars  of  his  counoil 
perceived   the  effedls  of   this  recital  on  the 

'^  lis  s'ejrient  dans  Icur  extafie,  La  vtrirahle  croyance 
eft  celle  qui  s'annonce  avec  tant  d'ejiat  ct  de  majeftc.  Le 
Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  J 57. 

"  See  an  anonymous  Fragmenr  publiflied  by  Bandurius  • 
Impcriom  Oncnt.iIc,  five  Antiqnirares  ConllantinopoJitanse, 
Par.  17H,  torn.  ii.  p.  112,  n3.  dc  Convcrlione  Ruflbrum. 
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mind  of  Vladimir,  than  they  inftantly  cried 
out,  fuch  was  their  fawning  obfequioufncfs, 
that  the  religion,  which  could  be  honoured  by 
the  praifes  of  the  fage  deputies,  and  embraced 
by  the  pious  Olga,  muft  be  worthy  of  im- 
plicit belief  '*. 

But  though  Vladimir  liftened  to  the  voice 
of  reafon,  or  rather  to  the  didates  of  his  own 
inclination,  yet  his  converfion  was  retarded 
from  the  want  of  Greek  priefts.  To  demand 
them  of  the  Kmperor  was  a  fpecies  of  homage, 
at  the  very  idea  of  which  his  lofty  foul  re- 
volted ;  the  barbarian,  therefore,  defigned  to 
fow  with  his  fword,  that  baptifm  and  inftruc- 
tioti  which,  to  have  poffefled  in  a  proper 
manner,  he  would  have  judged  no  lefs 
wounding  to  his  dignity  than  difgraceful  to 
his  valour. 

This  wild  and  eccentric  plan  was  purfued 
with  a  perfevering  induftry,  and  executed 
with  a  fyftematic  fpirit.  An  immenfe  army, 
compofed  froni  the  flower  of  his  empire,  foon 
paflcd  the  Taurican  Cherfonefe,  and  unfurled 
their  banners  under  the  lofty  battlements  of 
the  ancient  Theodofia",  the  modern  KafFa, 
Before  this  place  he  is  faid  to  have  addrefled 
the  Almighty  Power,  in  a  fpeech  worthy  of 

^*  Le  CJcrc,  torn.  i.  p.  157,  158. 

*'  Sec  ii  uctc  of  Mr.  Tooke's  on  this  town,  vol.  i.  p.  199. 
Hlftory  c.[  Ruffia. 

him- 
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himfelf^  and  his  country,  and  his  times.  "  Oh 
God,  enable  me  ta  overcome  this  city,  that 
from  thence  I  may  tranfport  priefts  and  chrif- 
tians  into  my  dominions,  whofe  piety  and 
learning  may  inftrudi  us  in  the  true  exercifc 
of  religious  worfliip." 

He  then  attacked  the  city,  unaided  by  any  9^^* 
of  the  implements  of  affault,  which  fo  eflen- 
tially  contribute  to  expedite  the  labours  of  a 
liege.  But  his  flow  progrefs,  and  the  num- 
ber of  gallant  men,  which  he  devoted  to 
death  '*,  might  have  excited,  in  a  lefs  igno- 
rant mind,  fome  apprehcnfions  that  his  pre- 
fent  condufl:  was  confidered  as  a  direft  vio- 
lation of  thofe  moral  and  chriftian  duties 
which  he  fo  anxioufly  wiftied  to  difcharge. 

After  prefling  the  fiege  for  fix  months, 
with  an  ineffedlual  vigour,  the  Pagan  began 
to  fufpeft,  that  he  had  adopted  an  expedient 
by  no  means  favourable  to  his  prefent  con- 
verfion ;  and,  with  the  (hame  of  relinquifli- 
ing  his  enterprize,  he  now  entertained  the 
moft  ferious  fears,  that  he  muft  alfo  re- 
nounce the  pious  object  which  provoked  him 
to  it,  if  a  citizen,  or,  as  fome  more  rationally 
declare,  a  prieft,  had  not  preferred  the  virtues 
of  fpiritual  to  temporal  obedience :    a  letter 

»♦  <*  Dcs  milliers  d'homtncs  peri/Tcnr,"  fays  the  philofo' 
phic  Lcvcfquc,  "  parce  qu*un  barharc  nc  vcut  pas  fe  faire 
bapti/er  commc  ua  honinic  ordinaire/'  Hiftoirc  de  RufUe, 
torn.  i.  126. 

fixed 
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fixed  to  an  arrow,  fhot  from  the  top  of  the 
ramparts,  delayed  his  march  and  rewarded 
his  perfeverance.  Behind  their  camp,  the 
befiegers  difcovered  from  this  paper,  was  a 
fpring,  which  alone  enabled  the  befieged  to 
receive,  from  its  fubterranean  pipes,  a  fupply 
of  frefli  water.  The  rejoiced  Vladimir  was 
not  long  in  difcovering  and  deftroying  this 
neceffary  fupport  of  a  long  refiftance.  The 
difficulties  of  the  enterprise  then  vaniflied ; 
the  complaints  of  thirft  were  heard,  felt,  and 
foom  remedied,  by  a  general  furrender.  In 
pofleffion  of  Theodofia,  he  faw  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  whole  Cherfonefe  ". 

By  this  viftory  his  power  was  enlarged 
and  his  fancy  gratified  :  but  this  ineftimable 
gift  of  baptifm  formed  not  the  fole  objed  of 
his  ambition  :  he  afpired  to  mix  his  blood 
with  the  blood  of  the  Caefars,  by  a  marriage 
with  the  princefs  Anne  '*,  fifter  of  the  reign- 
ing Emperors  Bafil  and  Conftantine.  His 
pretenfions  were  enforced  by  the  promife  of 
converfion,  and  by  the  threat,  that  Conftan- 
tinople  might  foon  expedt  the  fame  fate  as 
Theodofia,  fhould  his  demands  be  difmifled 
with   contempt.      After  fome  afFedation  of 

3'  Le  Clerc,  lorn.  i.  p.  l6i. 

'*  See  Cecireni  Compcndiarium  Hiflorlarlum;;  Par.  1647. 
torn.  ii.  p.  69.).  Zon;iras,  torn.  ii.  p.  221.  L4  Religion 
ancicnne  ci  raodcrne  des  Mofcovites,  p,  8. 
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delay,  they  confented  to  the  firft  propofal; 
lince  all  regard  10  punly  of  defcent.  was  fet 
afide  to  confirm  their  fafety.  At  the  fame 
time,  therefore,  and  in  the  city  of  Cherfon '% 
the  rites  of  baptifm  and  marriage  were  folem- 
nized  by  the  chriftian  Pontiff.  The  city  he 
reftored  to  his  brother- in* law  ;  whilft  abbots, 
prlefts,  images,  relics^  holy  books,  and  facred 
veflels,  were  tranfported  into  Ruflia  as  rewards 
of  this  conqueft  and  alliance  '*. 

On  his  return  to  Kief,  every  indignity 
i«rhich  could  be  devifed  by  the  imagination  of 
Vladimir,  was  offered  to  thofe  idols  which  he 
had  fo  long  adored ;  under  the  fagacious  view 
of  diminifhing  their  eftimation,  and  confe- 
quently  of  obtaining  a  more  ready  acquief- 
cence  to  his  example.  Peroun,  the  god  of 
thunder,  and  the  moft  auguft  of  their  divini* 
ties,  at  his  defpotic  command,  was  tied  to 
the  tail  of  a  horfe  ^*  and  dragged  through  the 
ftreets  of  Kief;  whilfl  twelve  vigorous  fol- 
diers,  during  this  woeful  proceflTion,  battered, 

^'  See  Herbedcin,  Renini  Mnfcov.  Comment  p.  3.  The 
modern  reader,  ohicrves  Gibbon,  (vol.  x.  p.  241.  noce77.) 
mult  noL  confound  this  old  Cheribn  of  the  Tauric  or  Cre- 
m2«in  peninl'iila,  with  a  new  city  of  the  fame  name,  wliich 
has  arifen  near  the  mouth  of  the  Boryfthenes,  and  was  lately- 
honoured  by  the  memorable  interview  of  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruflia  with  the  -Emperor  of  the  Well. 

*^   Levefque,  torn.  i.  p.  127. 

t^  Equi  caudx  alligatifm.  De  Rebu.s  Mofcovlticis,  p.  42. 

with 
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Vi'ith  clubsj  the  golden  head  ahd  filver  cars** 
of  the  mifhapen  image,  until  it  was  furioufly 
thrown  into  the  waters  of  the  Boryfthenes, 

Immediately  after  this  public  adl  of  expia- 
tory vengeance,  an  edidt  of  Vladimir,  pro- 
claimed to  his  fubjeds,  that  all  thofe  who 
refufed  the  rites  of  baptifm  would  be  con- 
fidered  and  treated  as  enemies  of  Jefus  Chrift 
.  and  of  their  prince.  On  the  moment  this 
order  was  publiflied,  many  thoufands  of  Ruf- 
fians inftantly  flocked  to  the  rivers,  with  obe- 
dient joy,  to  receive  the  facrament  of  bap- 
tifm*'. No  perfecutions  nor  admonitions 
were  ncceflary  to  ftrengthcn  this  decree;  fince 
they  all  tacitly  fubmitted  to  the  truth  and 
goodnefs  of  a  dodtrine,  which  had  been  adopted 
by  him  and  his  boyars  **. 
98S.  Such  was  the  final  eftablifliment  of  chrif- 
tianity,  which  foon  levelled  with  the  ground 

♦°  Argentco  capltc,  iiuribus  anicis.  De  RiifToruin,  Mof- 
covitlcarurn,  ecTartaroruni  Rciigione,  Sacrificiis,  &c.  Spira, 
15  2.  p.  83. 

*'.  Cedronus,  torn.  ii.  p  589.  attributes  the  general  coo- 
verfion  of  thefc  barbarians  10  the  TOiraculous  prefcrvation 
of  tlie  New  Te lament,  after  it  had  been  thrown  into  the 
fire  by  the  Pontiii*,  i'ent  to  them  by  the  pious  Emperor  Bafil. 
The  fame  idle  llory  is  repeated,  by  the  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftition  of  Jacobus  Reutcnfelds.  De  Rebus  Mofcoviticis, 
lib.  i.  p.  42.  — Cromer's  obfervation  on  this  event  is  Hill  fup- 
ported  by  the  evidence  of  truth  and  experience.  Atque  ergo 
Grsccos  ritus  ex  eo  tempore  Ruffl  mordlcus  rctinent.  De 
Reb.  Polon.  Lib.  iii.  p.  46. 

♦*  Levcfque,  torn.  i.  p.  129,  130.  Le  Ckrc»  torn.  i. 
p.  162. 
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the  grofs  and  incongruous  edifice  of  Pagati 
fuperftition*  It  may  not  be  deemed  incom- 
patible with  our  province,  briefly  to  confider 
the  Chriflian  Religion,  in  this  place,  as  one  of 
the  grand  fources  of  civilization. 

Among  the  moil  diftinguifhed  writers  of 
antiquity,  on  the  fentiments  and  morals  of 
mankind,  their  mod  profeifed  admirers  can- 
not aiErm  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
were  made  more  virtuous  by  the  clearnefs  of 
their  demonftrations,  or  by  the  utility  of  their 
axioms.  We  may  admire  the  ingenuity  of 
their  abftrufe  fpeculations ;  the  dexterous  fa- 
brication of  their  fyftems ;  their  abftradl  rea- 
fonings  on  the  nature  of  moral  adions :  but 
after  this  web  of  incoherence  is  unravelled,  we 
dlfcovcr  no  firm  pofition  *'  which  diftinElly  marks 
the  boundaries  of  our  duty  towards  God  and 
man^  or  teaches  us  firmly  to  believe  in  the  im^ 
mortality  oftbefi)ul^^. 

The  fwv,  who,  by  their  ftudy  and  re- 
fearches,  raifed  their  minds  to  jufter  concep- 
tions of  the  will  and  attributes  of  the  Deity 

♦'  Can  it  be  found  in  the  jarring  fyftems  of  the  four  moft 
celebrated  fchools  of  philofophy,  the  Stoics,  the  Platonifts, 
the  Academics*  and  Epicureans. 

*♦  Look  to  the  writings  of  Socrates^  of  Seneca,  and  of 
Cicero,  efpecially  to  his  philoibphical  works,  the  firfl:  book 
of  the  Tufculan  queftions,  and  the  treatife  De  Sene£tute 
(particularly  the  three  laft  pi^ges),  and  the  Somnium  Sci« 
pionis,  as  exhibiting  the  moft  ftriking  proofs  of  the  force  and 
imbecility  of  the  human  mind  on  this  awful  fubjedt. 

thao 
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than  tiic  unenlightened  multitude,  wahtetl 
ftill  \\\tfan£lion  of  a  bigbet  priticipU^^  to  en- 
force their  precepts  upon  the  people,  however 
their  feeming  merits  nr^ight  recommend  them 
to  their  practice  and  obedience.  Hence,  the 
duties  of  morality  and  religion  frequently  be- 
came matter  of  difpute  inftead  of  rules  of 
a£tion;  and  hence,  no  amelioration  was  ef- 
feded  in  the  minds  and  lives  of  any  confider- 
able  portion  of  mankind.  The  gloomy  tem- 
ple of  Polytheifm  ftood  unihaken;  and  the 
vices  that  are  neceflarily  engendered  in  the 
polluted  rites  of  idolatry,  enflaved  the  human 
heart  to  all  her  enormities. 

Whereas  the  religion  of  Jefus,  even  when 
disfigured  by  the  vvildeft  lineaments  of  fana- 

*'  The  liite  Mr.  Cowper,  in  his  beautiful  poem  the  Ta{k« 
which  dcfcrvedly  entitles  him  to  a  firft  rank  among  the  fons 
of  PanrAlfus,  in  a  fine  llr:»in  of  piety  has  defcanted  on  the 
dark  and  vague  opinions  of  the  antient  Philofophers,  refped- 
ing  a  future  Hate  and  exiftence  of  a  Suprenie  Being. 
**  Their  anfwers  vague. 
And  all  at  random,  fabulous,  and  d;irk, 
Left  ihcm  as  dark  theinfelves.     Their  rules  of  lifej 
Dcfedive  and  unfandtion'J,  prov'd  too  Weak 
To  bind  the  roving  appetite,  and  lead 
Blind  nature  to  a  God  not  yet  rcveard.*' 

Sie  Vol.  ii.  Book  ii.  p.  6ij  €2. 
AVhen  thefc  great  Phildbphers  dare  to  approach  too  hekr 
the  DiYinity,  by  the  fole  light  of  reafon,  fays  an  ingenious  . 
Critic,  torn  bent  des  plus  h  antes  lumineres  dans  les  plus  pro* 
fondes  tencbros.  Paralelle  de  Homere  ct  de  Platon  par 
M-  TAbbe  Miiiiieu.  Memoircs  de  I'Academie  dcs  Info-ip- 
tious.     Par.  1717.  torn.  ii. 

ticifm. 
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tIciffOV  has  a  vtfible  tendency  to  promote  our 
mental  reformation.  Its  precepts  of  morality^ 
its  dIre£lions  of  our  daily  condud,  are  fitted 
to  the  roeaneft  apprehenfion ;  ihort,  inftruc* 
tive,  plain,  and  irrefragable.  In  fo  clear  and 
fimple  a  manner  is  every  truths  rule,  duty, 
and  practice,  unfolded  and  illuftrated,  that 
none  can  miftake  their  meaning,  except  thofe 
vfho  do  not  wifti,  nor  dare  not  feek  them  j 
tvhilft  thefe  precepts  alfo,  which  thus  open 
the  avenues  to  gradual  civilization,  which 
exalt  the  human  heart  to  the  higheft  ftate  of 
perfection,  are  rendered  equally  pradicable 
in  every  age  or  country*  I'his  momentous 
period,  therefore,  may  not  only  be  ranked  as 
the  aera  of  Ruflian  Chriftianity,  but  as  the 
commencement  of  Ruffian  civilization  :  two 
events,  which  cannot  be  viewed  with  fupine 
indifference,  when  it  is  refleded,  that  on  them 
are  hinged  the  future  and  temporary  felicity 
of  fo  many  miliioas  of  fouls. 

The  remaining,  days  of  Vladimir  were  em- 
poifoned  by  domeflia  forrow.  The  death  of 
a  fon  and  wife  were  the  lamentable  tributes' 
which  he  paid  to  nature.  But  thefe  lolfcs 
were  only  the  precurfors  of  a  greater  evill 
It  was  referved  fbr  his  fon  to  make  him  drain 
to  the  very  dregs  the  cup  of  bitternefs.  In 
the  diflribution  of  his  eftates,  Yaroflaf^  the 
eldefl  of  his  children,  had  obtained  the  fief  of 
Novgorod.     But  after  his  poffeflion,  he  re« 

E  fufed 
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fufed  in  quality  of  a  vaflfal,  to  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  his  father ;  and,  to  prote£k 
himfelf  from  the  confequences  of  this  dif- 
obedience,  he  fought  to  allure  the  Varagiana 
to  the  fupport  of  his  rebellious  ftandard.  The 
aged  monarch,  forced  to  take  the  field  againft 
this  unnatural  fon,  expired  on  the  way  by  the 
anguifh  of  a  broken  heart,  after  a  reign  of 
forty- five  years  *^. 

Thus  fell  Vladimir  a  vidim  to  filial  in- 
gratitude.    His  virtues  and  vices,  his  reafon 
and  his  pafiions,  did  not  mix  themfelves  by 
a  nice  gradation  of  tints,  but  exhibited  a  foul 
and  fudden  diflimilitude.     Here  the  blacked, 
•    there  the  mod  fhining  colours ;  and  both  re- 
prefented    more  ftriking    by  their  nearnefs. 
Subtle,  rapacious,  and  unfeeling,  yet    open, 
liberal,  and  compaffionate.     At  the  fame  time 
he  fo  fliamefuUy  bedewed  his  hands  in  the 
blood  of  Rogvolode  and  his  children,  his  rude 
generofity  could  prompt  him  to  feaft  his  in- 
digent fubjedls  under  a  tent,  and  to  appoint 
carriages  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  relief 
to   thofe  •  whom    ficknefs   confined   to  their 
houfes.  In  adion  he  was  adventurous  and  in- 
defatigable: in  counfel  timid  and  lethargic. 
By  his  valour  and  addrcfs  he  firft  taught  his 
foldiers  to  ad,  his  enemies  to  fear.     He  co- 
lonized deferts,  he  depopulated  towns.     With 
a  laudable  emulation  he  introduced  the  rudi- 

**  Levcfque, torn.  i.  p.  133,  I34.    LeClerc,  torn.  i.  p.  i<5>?. 

meats 
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mcnts  rf  art  and  fciencc  into  his  country,  by 
the  inftitution  of  fchools;  with  a  fplendid 
munificence  he  rewarded  thofe  Greeks  who 
decorated  his  cities  and  enlightened  their 
inhabitants ;  but  in  recompenfing  thefe  fo- 
reigners, he  oppreffed  and  impoveriflied  his 
fubjedis.  To  the  clergy  his  indulgence  was 
unbounded,  to  the  people  his  feverity  in- 
flexible. 

Hiftory,  in  recording  the  tranfadlions  of 
early  ages,  prefents  us  but  with  few  ex- 
amples of  princes,  who,  after  embracing 
chriftianity,  have  not  difgraced  its  dodrines  , 
by  their  implacable  ferocity  and  fanguinary 
revenge.  The  great  Conftantine,  and  the  no 
lefs  great  Clovis  are  confpicuous  proofs  how 
little  they  imbibed  the  true  fpirit  of  religion 
to  which  Ihcy  had  profefled  themfelves  fincere 
converts;  when  the  firft  commanded  the  ex- 
ecution, or  rather  the  murder,  of  his  eldefl 
and  virtuous  fon  Crifpus ;  and  the  fecond  af- 
fafiinated  all  the  princes  of  the  Merovingian 
race*'.  But  the  religious  fervor  of  Vladimir 
breathed  into  him  fuch  counfels  of  charity,  as 
were  no  lefs  unwife  than  unexpeded. 

The  fame  man  who  could  with  fuch  cri- 
minal apathy,  command  the  death  and  furvey 
the  mangled  form  of  his  brother,  hefitatcd, 
for  a  coiifiderable  time  after  his  converfion  to 

^  See  Gibbon,  vol.  vi.  p.  320. 

E  2  chriftianity, 
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chridianity,  to  pumfii  ibme  robbers  who  in« 
fefled  his  moft  fertile  and  populous  provinces : 
and  when  cenfured  for  this  falfe  humanity  by 
his  clergy,  he  meekly  replied,  "  What  am  I, 
that  I  fhould  condemn  my  fellow-creatures  to 
death  ?"  Upon  the  whole,  had  fortune  thrown 
him  into  a  more  poliflied  age,  his  vices  might 
have  been  foftened  by  the  plaftic  hand  of 
education,  his  virtues  might  have  challenged 
our  regard  and  admiration*', 

*^  By  the  blind  fuperftition  of  die  Ruffians,  VJadimir  fills 
a  confpicuous  rank  in  the  crowded  calendar  of  their  faints. 
Herbcfttin,  Renim  Mofcov.  Conriinent.  p.  5.  Their  tranf- 
formation  of  their  monarch  Into  a  faint,  we  may  excuie 
from  confidcratlons  of  their  ignorance,  gratitnde,  or  devo- 
tion :  but  no  fiich  apology  can  be  offered  for  the  Javifh  en- 
comiums of  M.  Lacombe,  who  fhould  have  been  taught, 
from  the  evidence  of  their  national  annals»  not  to  have  fum- 
nied  up  his  charaifler  in  thefe  injudicious  words :  li  merita  • 
(fpeaking  of  VJadimir)  en  un  mot  d'etre  appeJ16  dc  fon 
vivanr,  I'apotre  ct  le  Salomon  de  Ruflie,  et  d'etre  faonor^ 
aprcs  fa  mort  comme  un  Saints  Hiftoire  de  Ruflte,  Paris,  • 
^760.  p.  8. 
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REVOLUTION  THE  THIRD. 

The  Invajton^  Conquefl^  and  Tribute  of  the  Tatars. 

VjUR  attention  is  now  arrefted  by  a  revolu- 
tion the  raoft  difgraceful,  and  intolerable, 
perhaps,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world.  The 
conqucft  of  the  Tatars '  prefented  to  RufBa 
fuch  a  vaft  theatre  of  horrors,  fuch  a  tragical 
uniformity  of  hayock  and  murder,  as  might 
ferve  to  obliterate  tlie  memory  of  all  former 
devaftation$*  Ruflia,  for  the  fpace  of  tw^o 
hundred  years,  proftrated  herfelf  at  the  feet 
of  this  hoft  of  opprefTors ;  whilft  its  wretched 
inhabitants,  during  this  ignominious  period, 
were  overfliadowfed  in  hopelefs  flavery  and 
profound  ignorance*  Their  unexpected  in- 
vafion  plunged  the  Ruffians  again  into  the 
mod  lamentable  barbarifm,  out  of  which  they 
were  juft  beginning  to  rife,  by  the  benign  and 
civilizing  influence  of  chriftianity. 


■  It  has  been  the  praftice,  till  latelj",  of  European  Authors 
to  write  Tartars  inflead  of  Tatars;  but  Abulgafi  Bahadur 
ELhany  a  dcfccndant  of  Zmgis,  muft  have  kno\vn  how  to 
have  fpdtthe  true  name  of  his  countrj'men;  and  in  the 
Hiftoire  Genealogique  des  Tatars^  a  Leyde,  1726,  which 
■was  tranflated  from  his  Mogul  MS.  the  Editors,  both  Eng- 
lifh  and  French,  have  refpcaed  hia  orthography. 

E  3         .  A  flight 
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A  flight  view,  therefore,  of  the  charader 
and  manners  of  the  nation*  who  held  the 
Ruffians  in  fuch  long  captivity,  may  not  be 
deemed  by  the  intelligent  reader,  unintereft- 
ing  nor  extraneous  to  our  fubjefl. 

The  ugly  and  deformed  figures  of  thefe 
fatal  enemies  of  Ruffia,  united  adivity  with 
llrength  ;  and,  from  the  combined  teflimony 
of  ancient  and  modern  writers,  we  fhall  find, 
that  the  Tatars,  in  every  age,  are  no  lefs  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  refl  of  mankind  by  their 
fwarthy  complexion,  broad  faces,  dark  hair, 
flat  nofes,  little  or  no  beard,  and  their  fmall 
black  eyes  funk  into  their  head',  than  by  the 
fame  uniform  continuance  of  the  defines  and 

•  It  is  not  onr  province  to  enter  into  a  laborious  difqui- 
fition  concerning  the  origin  and  country  of  the  Tatars,  for 
by  this  common  name  we  fhall  call  them  all,  whether  in 
Northern  Europe  or  Afia.  It  will  be  fuffioient,  th^reforp, 
for  our  purpofes,  to  obferve,  that  the  Tatars  were  a  primi- 
tive tribe,  and  that  after  repeated  contefts  with  the  Mo- 
guls, at  length  they  became  their  fubjeds  j  apd  in  whofe 
victorious  expeditions  to  the  Weft,  they  formed  the  van- 
guard. "  Ce  nom,*'  fays  an  ingenious  and  learned  French- 
man,  "  qui  dcfigne  aujour-d'hui  toute  la  nation  S^ythique, 
etoit  autrefois  celui  d'une  de  fes  tribus  particulieres.  Mais 
comme  cette  tribu  formoit  Tavantgarde  dans  les  expedi- 
tions des  Mogols  vers  Toccident,  les  ctrangers  la  connu* 
rent  la  premiere."  See  Freret  in  Memoires  de  Facademie 
des  Infcriptions,  Par.  1753-  ^"^-  ^^"''  P-.6»» 

3  Ammianus  Marceliinus,  Ham.  1609*  lib.  31*  p.  466. 
and  JornandesDe  Reb.  Geticis,  Lugd,  Batav.  1597.  cap.  24. 
p.  69.  have  drawn  a  very  difgufting  pidure  of  the  counte- 
nance and  manners  of  the  Huns  or  Taurs.  See  alfo  Bufion, 
Hiftoire  Naturelley  Paris,  1749,  torn,  iii,  p.  380. 

enjoyments 
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enjoyments  of  their  forefathers*  Artful  and 
impetuous  in  adion;  they  were  fubtle  and 
perfidious  in  treaty ;  flrangers  alike  to  the 
feelings  of  pity  and  remorfe,  to  their  parents 
and  relations  alone  they  gave  examplary 
proofs  of  a  warm  and  permanent  affeftion. 

Taught  from  their  infancy  the  double 
fcience  of  archery  and  horfemanfhip,  they 
were  dextrous  beyond  defcription  in  both 
of  thefe  ufeful  exercifes.  They  knew  how 
to  wield  the  fabre,  and  to  poife  the  lance  with 
an  unerring*  hand^  amidft  the  tumult  of  the 
day  of  battle ;  whilft  their  bodies  were  ren- 
dered firm  and  inured  to  hardfhips,  by  the 
different  temperatures  of  climates,  into  which 
their  reftlefs  difpofitions  and  adventurous  va- 
lour led  them  (o  migrate. 

Averfe  to  labour,  'and  addidcd  to  no  oc- 
cupations but  war  and  hunting  \  in  which 
lafl  exercife  they  difplayed  all  the  attributes 
of  military  enterprize,  every  menial  duty  was 
performed  by  their  captives  ;  while  the  only 
obje(f^  of  their  labour  feems  to  have  been  in 
the  art  of  drawing   from   mare's    milk'  a 

fermented 

♦  Sec,  Petit  dc  la  Croix,  in  his  Hiftoire  da  Grand 
Genghizcan  premier  Empereur  des  Mogols  &  Tartares,  si 
Paris,  1716,  liv.  iii.  chap.  vii.  p.  331.  338.  for  a  full  ac- 
count of  their  difficulties,  dangers,  and  feats  of  valour  Ia 
their  grand  hunting  matches. 

*  Sec  Herodotus,  ex  edit.  Gronov/  lib.  W.  p.  4.  for  the  - 
cruelt  though  curious  method,  which  the  ancient  Scythians 

£  4  took 
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fermented  liquor^  whidbi  is  of  a  moft  intoxi* 
.eating  quality^  aad  fo  well  known  to  the 
Tatars  and  RuflianSi  :under  the  aanie  qf 
Koumif. 

In  their  flocks  and  herds  confifted  their 
greateft  riches.  Their  firft  care  was,  there^ 
fore^  to  provide  a  plentiful  commaad  of  paf* 
ture,  for  thefe  ferviceable  animals,  who  were 
their  companions  in  their  mod  diftant  marches. 
Their  habitations,  like  their  diet,  were  (im-i- 
pie,  and  well  adapted  for  a  people  who  per* 
petually  fhifted  their  refidence'  in  fearch  of 
new  and  bloody  conquefts  \  A  number  of 
fmall  oval  tents,  which  were  eafily  pitched, 
on  moveable  carriages,  anfwered  all  the  pur-* 
pofes  of  domellic  accommodation'  for  both 

took  to  obtain  this  miik.  In  the  fame  book,  the  father  of 
Greek  Hiftory  (ketches  out  many  other  domeftic  features  of 
this  fmgular  race. 

*  The  chemifts  formerly  a(rert6d»  that  an  ardent  fpirit 
pould  not  be  extraded  from  milk,  until,  fays  that  learned 
traveller  Mrs.  Guthrie,  they  were  taught  the  Tatar  mode 
of  diftillation  in  the  wilds  of  Scythia.  See  her  Tour  through 
the  Crimea  and.along  the  Euxine  coafts  in  the  years  i795-6j 
Letter  xxiii.  page  227. 

'  Homer  thus  defcribes  the  original  Scythians :  , 

— — — xaXayavw  'I'lnmfJisXySif 

rXdcxlo^oyaiy  a/Sun  ti  ^ucomoIccW  ^vOpvrw* 

Iliad,  lib   xiii. 
This  laft  epithet  can  by  no  mtfans  be  annexed  to  the  charac- 
ter of  their  defcendants, 

•  Their  fimple  habitations  are  noticed  by  Horace  : 

— Campeftres  melius  Scythaj, 

Qnortim  plauftra  vagas  rite  trahunt  domos* 
Vivant,  &c.  Glafg.  Lib.  iii.  page  163. 

meo 
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men  and  women,  no  lefs  filthy  in  their  per* 
fens,  than  brutifh  in  their  manners ;  and  they 
were  fo  feverely  trained  up  in  the  habits  of 
temperance,  that  on  any  occaiion  of  a  long 
and  fudden  march,  a  number  of  little  balls  of 
dried  curd,  diflblved  into  water,  not  only  fa- 
fisfied  their  hunger,  but  fuftained  for  many 
days  the  fpirits  even  of  the  hardy  Tatar* 
They  were  moreover  fortified  againft  the 
attacks  of  famine,  by  their  immoderate 
and  Angular  love  of  horfe-flefh,  to  gratify 
which,  they  were  invariably  followed  in 
their  marches  by  a  fufficient  pumber  of  fpare 
borfes. 

The  religion  **  of  thefe  warlike  people  can- 
not be  viewed  without  aftoniOiment.  Not-^ 
withftanding  their  numerous  idols,  the  firft 
and  only  article  of  their  faith  feems  to  have 
been  the  exiftence  of  one  God,  the  author  of 
all  good :  and  their  ignorance  is  not  to  be 
remarked,  when  they  demand  health  and  un- 
derftanding  from  his  fupreme  power. 

In  their  orignal  ftate,  the  chief  of  a  tribe 
appeared  as  the  independent  mafter^  of  a  nu- 
merous and  feparate   family ;  but  they  foon 

^  Confeffano  &  adorano  un  folo  Iddio — &  lo  chiamano 
buoQO  Talto  [ddioy  demandogli  intelleto  Sc  fanita.  See 
l^Hiftoria  del  grand  re.^no  dclla  China,  Venezia,  1587,  p.  24. 
A  tranflation  from  the  Spanifti  Hiftory  of  Gonzalez  di 
Mcndozza,  a  monk  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine,  by  Fran* 
^efco  Avanzi^  a  Venetian  citizen. 

felt 
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felt  the  advantages  of  uniting  under  one  com* 
mon  head,  and  the  title  of  Khan,  though 
the  order  of  fuccceffion  is  loofe  and  precari- 
ous, embraces  all  the  authority  of  a  fupremc 
leaJen 

In  every  age,  the  Tatars  have'  been  cele- 
brated for  their  fkill  and  boldnefs  which 
they  difplay  on  horfeback  '**.  Their  prin- 
cipal ftrength,  therefore,  in  the  field  of  battle, 
lay  in  the  evolution  of  their  cavalry,  which 
they  performed  with  equal  dexterity  and  ef- 
fe£k,  whether  in  flight  or  purfuit,  in  open 
combat  or  in  fecret  ambufli. 

Thus  neither  granting  nor  expeding  mercy, 
thefe  conquerors  of  Afia  ruChcd  forward  with 
unparalleled  rapidity  to  fuccefs,  alike  attacking 
the  mod  populous  cities,  and  exploring 
boundlefs  deferts,  in  their  infatiable  defire  for 
plunder  and  renown  ". 

Such 

■?  The  Sieur  dc  Bcauplan,  an  intelligent  French  engineer, 
in  his  Dcfcription del* Ukraine,  Rouen,  i66d,  page  38, fays, 
•*  lis  font  trcs  fort  agilcs  a  cheval,  &  ont  une  idle  adrefFe, 
qu'cn  cheminant  au  grand  trot  ils  fautent  dc  deiTas  leurs 
chevals  lorfqu'il  eft  hors  d'haleine  fur  un  autre  quails  xnc^ 
nent  a  la  main,  a  fin  de  mieux  fuyr  lorfqu'ils  font  pourfuives, 
&  le  cheval  qui  ne  fent  plus  fon  maiftre  fous  luy  vient  audi- 
toft  prendre  la  maiji  droite  de  fon  maiftre,  k  le  fuit  tousjours 
en  rang  mieux  difposce  lorfqu'il  fe  voudra  montrer  par  un 
certain  agilite  qui'ils  ont  de  fauter.'* 

••  For  this  fketch  of  the  charader  and  manners  of  theft 
Barbarians,  we  are  indebted  to  the  firft  book  of  I'Hiftoria 
dclla  China ;  to  Carpin,  Afcelin,  Rubruquis,  in  the  Hiftotre 

dcs 
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Such  were  the  charader  and  manners  of 
a  people,  whofe  fteps  were  foon  to  be  marked 
with  blood  and  defolation  throughout  the  , 
Ruffian  empire.  But  before  we  enter  inTo  a 
minute  relation  of  their  warlike  atchieve- 
ments,  it  may  be  neccflary  to  throw  a  flight 
glance  on  the  ftate  of  Ruffia  prior  to  their 
firft  incurfion. 

Since  the  days  of  Vladimir,  the  principles 
of  diforder  and  corruption  had  made  rapid 
ftrides  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  pernicious  fyftem  ef  parcel- 
ling out  the  ftate  into  feparate  principalities. 
Hence  the  fources  of  anarchy  became  innu- 
merable. The  whole  ftrenglh  of  the  great 
prince  was  employed  in  quelling  his  refrac- 
tory kinfmen ;  while  even  the  petty  boyars, 
taking  advantage  of  their  endlefs  contefts, 
afpired  openly  to  independence  in  their  re- 
fpedive  fiefs.  To  heighten  the  effefts  of 
this  deplorable  evil,  they  were  amenable  to 
no  jurifdidion,  if  they  took  away  the  lives  of 
their  vaflals.     Hence  the  fprings  of  induftry 


dcs  Voyages,  torn.  vii.  Cromer,  Matthew  a  Michou,  a  canoa 
and  phyfician  of  Cracow,  de  Sarmatia  Afiana  atque  Euro- 
p^pa;  Aug.  Vind.  1518;  Jiiftgirc  Genealogique  des  Ta- 
tars ;  de  RufTorumf  Mofcovitarum,  ct  Tartarorum  Reiigione 
Spin?,  158?;  Sicur  de  Beauplan,  in  his  Dcfcription  de 
rUkraine ;  and  Voyages  en  Mofcovie  &  Tartaric,  5cc.  par 
Jean  Struys»  Amft.  1681. 

and 
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and  commerce  became  dried  up  by  this  gene- 
ral want  of  perfonal  fecurity. 

A  kingdom  thus  wafted  by  perpetual  dif- 
fenfions,  thus  corapofed  of  fuch  difcordant 
members,  of  which  the  chief  was  deftitute  of 
all  power  to  chaftife  the  infoknt,  to  puniih 
therguilty,  and  to  protefl:  the  innocent,  was  ill 
fuited  to  ereft  an  impregnable  barrier  againft 
the  attacks  of  a  foreign  enemy,  efpecially  the 
Tatars,  who  rulbed  upon  their  foes  with  all  the 
fuddennefs  of  the  moft  deftru6live  whirlwind. 

Such  was  the  lamentable  appearance  of 
Ruflia,  when  Yury,  or  George  the  fecond, 
Vofevolodovitz,  poflefled  the  chief  principality 
of  Vladimir  **;  a  prince  who  blended  in  his 
perfon  none  of  thofe  qualities  of  genius,  en- 
terprize,  and  vigilance,  which  are  fo  requi- 
(ite  tq  enable  a  man  in  dangerous  junctures, 
to  ad  with  becoming  vigour. .  H^  foon  fqlt 
the  impotence  of  his  own  authority,  without 
having  the  courage  or  addrefs  to  concert  any 
plan  of  amendment.     No  meafures,  therefore, 

"  In  this  narrative  of  the  fuhjugation  of  the  Ruffians  by 
the  Tatars,  I  have  followed  folely  the  clear  and  authentic 
narratives  of  Levefque  and  Le  Clcrc,  in  preference  to  be- 
wildering myfelf  with  the  dark,  contradi(5lory,  and  imperfei5l 
relations  of  other  writers  on  this  difgraceful  fubje(ft  to  Ruffia. 
We  fhall  only,  therefore,  notice  their  accounts  when  they 
accord  with  thefe  hiftories.  For  the  conqueft,  fcrvitude,  and 
tribute  of  Ruffia  by  the  Tatars,  fee  the  fecond  volume  of 
Levefque,  p.  64.  104.  122.  Our  obligations  to  Le  Clcrc 
are  not  quite  fo  numerous ;  We  (hall  not  therefore  repeat 
his  name  too  often,  if  his  pages  are  quoted  l^  order. 

2  could 
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could  rcfult  from  fuch  a  mind  to  enforce  obe- 
dience among  his  fubjefits,  and  to  provide  fcr 
the  fafety  of  his  kingdom. 

We  (hall,  however,  pafs  over  in  total 
filence  thofe  occurrences  v^^hich  gave  rife  to 
fo  many  inteiline  feuda  at  this  period,  as 
they  are  marked  by  no  features  of  import - 
atice^  while  our  narrative  will  haften  to  thofe 
events  which  introduced  the  Ruffians  to  the 
Tatars, 

The  arms  of  Zingis,  great  Khan  or  Em-  «2?<5- 
percr  of  the  Mongols  and  Tatars,  and  of 
his  lieutenantSi  had*  fucceffively  triumphed 
over  all  that  immenfe  region  which  we  fo 
v>aguely  dtoominatb  Grand  Tatary,.  the  cx^ 
tenfive  empire  of  Karazm^  and'  a  confiderable 
part  of  Perfiaand  China^  The  effort(J  of  his 
two  captains,  Tchenanoian  and  Soudai  Bai- 
dour,  were,  the  mod  confpicuoua  in  the  fub- 
jefKon  of  the  latter  kingdom.  When  the 
city  of  Sharaafcee,  on  the  weftern  banks  of  the 
Gafpian  Sea,  fell  an  eafy  prey  tb  their  impe* 
tuou$  fquadrons,  thfey  took  ten  guides  to  con- 
dtad  them  the  ftiorteft'  way  to  the  Gafpian,  or 
Albanian  gates^  a  name  fo  properly  applied  to 
Derbent ",  fituate,  according  to  authentic  tra« 

Tellers^ 

•'  For  a  full  defcnption  of  the  famous  pafs,  city,  ancient 
and  modem  fortifications  of  Derbent;  we  refer  thfc  reader  ta 
the  following  authors :  Herbelot,  Blbliotlieque  Orientale, 
p.  157.  291..  807.  Petit  de  la  Croit,  Hfft.  dc  Genghfzcani 
Ihr.  XV.  chap.  ix.  p.  445,  446.  Olearius,  Voyages,  Leid. 
1719,  torn.  i.'p.  1039.  1041;    Brun,  Voyages;  Amft.  1718; 

torn. 
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veUers,  on  a  defcent  between  the  mountains 
and  the  fea.  If  thefe  generals'  had  accom- 
plifhed  their  projed^  Raffia  perhaps  might 
never  have  been  enflaved.  Mafters  of  this 
important  place,  which  they  were  induced 
to  acquire  from  the  triple  motives  of  fafety^ 
intereft,  and  glory,  they  would  have  felt  no 
dirpofition  to  encounter  the  Ruffians,  or  rather 
would  not  have  known  them  in  all  their  ar- 
dent fpirit  of  adventure. 

But,  to  the  incaculable  afflidion  of  the 
eaftern  and  northern  countries  of  Europe,  the 
Tatar  generals  had  the  inhuman  precaution  to 
cut  the  throat  of  one  of  the  guides,  and  to 
threaten  the  reft  with  a  fimilar  fate,  (hould 
they  difcern  the  fmalleft  fymptoms  of  trea- 
chery in  their  behaviour.  This  cruel  policy 
did  not  produce  the  dedred  efied ;  provoked 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  refentment  by  the  death 
of  their  companion,  they  embraced  the  bold 
refolution  of  mifleading  thefe  ftrangers  in  their 
way  to  Derbent,  and  of  drawing  them  into  a 
road  where  the  Alains  and  Kaphtchaks,  or 
whom  the  Ruffians  call  Polevtfi,  hunters  or 
robbers '%  lay  in  ambulh  to  fall  upon  them 
in  their  paflage. 

When 
.-  - -  ..I  .   ■■■■  ■.■*..■■-.. ■*  .    ' ^ 

tern.  i.  p.  146,  147.  Hackluyt's  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  346. ; 
and  that  pleafmg  and  judicious  travelleri  Bell  of  Anter- 
monjt  vol.  ii.  pages  350,  351. 

'♦  In  the  Ruffian  language,  fays  Matthew  Michou,  chap. 
it«  Poloviflti  intcrprctantur  vcnatici  feu  rapaccs.— Dc  Sar* 

maita 
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When  the  generals  perceived  the  deception 
of  the  guides,  they  were  feized  with  the 
moft  lively  emotions  of  fear  at  their  critical 
fituation.  In  balancing  their  power  and  rc- 
fources  with  the  enemy,  they  foon  beheld  that 
no  alternative  was  left  them  but  the  infamy 
of  a  retreat,  or  the  neceflity  of  fummoniiig 
the  aid  of  craft  inftead  of  force  ".  In  their 
exigency,  the  laft  experiment  appeared  to  be 
the  lead  produdive  of  fatal  confequences. 
This,  therefore,  the  generals  attempted,  and 
the  prudence  of  the  attempt  was  confirmed  by 
its  ample  fuccefs. 

Their  hopes  of  delivery  refted  folely  on 
dividing  the  nations,  who  menaced  them  with 
fiich  inevitable  dcftrudioo  i  the  Polovtfi  were, 
from  many  concurring  caufes,  deemed  the 
fitted  inftruments  for  advancing  their  defigns. 
To  them,  they  fent  ah  officer  charged  with 
fplendid  prefents.  In  a  well  arranged  fpeech, 
he  impofed  on  tlieir  credulity,  by  reprefenting 
the  injuftice  of  coalefcing  with,  a  foreign  peo- 
ple to  overwhelm  them,  who  were  of  the 
fame  race,  and  anxious  to  be  united  in  bonds 


matia  Afiana  &  Europxa.  Michon  puts  this  expedition  in 
iai2;  Cromer  in  i%n  i  the  Ruffian  Annales  In  1223.  and 
tbey  accord,  iuvs  M.  de  Guignes  in  a  note,  avec  i'Hiftoirc 
Chinoifc  et  l*ordre  des  cveiiemens*  Se  Hiftoire  Gcnerale 
des  Huns,  a  Paris,  1757,  torn.  iii.  liv.  xv.  p.  60. 

'»  Hiftoire  Geneuloglque  des  Tatars,  p.  309*     Hiftoire  dc 
Gengbizcan,  liv.  iv.  chnp.  ix.  p.  448. 

of 
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o(  fraterilal  concord,  and  confcious  of  nevef 
having  incurred  their  enmity,  by  hoifting 
dgainft  them  the  ftandard  of  war. 

Influenced  by  the  liberal  gifts,  and  more 
liberal  promifes  of  this  Tatarian  deputy,  the 
Polovtfi  took  the  imprudent  refolution  of 
obferving  a  ftrid  neutrality  between  the  two 
hoftile  parties.  The  Tatars,  no  longer  intir 
midated  by  the  profpeift  of  finking  beneath 
this  combined  weight,  ru(hed  on  the  Alains 
with  all  that  ardour  which  flows  from  the 
afliirance  of  vidory,  and  foon  overpowered 
their  feeble  exertions.  The  rage  of  the  Ta- 
tars was  fatiated  by  an  almoft  undiftingui(hed 
maflacre;  while  the  few  that  efcaped  the 
fword,  were  reduced  to  perpetual  fervitude  **. 
Thus,  in  one  fmgle  battle,  periftied  a  nation 
celebrated  among  thofe  who  had  contributed 
to  the  downfall  of  the  Roman  empire^ 

Diftruft,  and  its  near  ally  fear,  now  entered 
the  hearts  of  the  Polovtfi,  when  they  con- 
templated the  refiftlefs  prcgrefs  of  the  Tatars. 
Tranquil  fpcdlators  of  their  fuccefs,  they  now 
began  to  difbelieve  the  profeflions  of  peacd 
and  attachment  made  by  the  Tatars,  and  la- 
mented their  rafliinefs  in  diffolving  their  con* 
federacy  :  and  their  fituation  juftified  their 
inquietude;  for  the  Tatars,  after   having  fa 

'*  Hidoire  Genealogique  des  TaUrsj  p.  310^. 

efledually 
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bfie^kually  difabled  the  Alains,  deemed  it  tid->- 
vifable  to  advance  without  delay  againft  them; 
and  they  fo  far  fucceeded^  as  Co  drive  them  to 
the  banks  of  the  Boryfthenes.  *  Thus  courted 
by  them  no  longer  than  they  conduced  to 
their  intereft^  and  hourly  expofed  to  their 
revenge^  nothing  remained  but  to  confult  their 
fafety  by  flighty  or  to  implore  the  alliance  of 
the  Ruffians. 

The  lail  remedy  was  adopted  without  de- 
lay. Kotiak,  the  moil  confiderable  of  their 
princes^  with  his  mournful  train,  haftened  to 
his  fon-in-law  Mftiflaf^  who  filled  the  throne 
of  Galitch,  with  the  reputation  of  being  en- 
dowed with  courage  and  fagacity.  Conform- 
able to  the  fimple.and  paftoral  life  of  his  na- 
tion,  he  firft  prefented  him  with  horfes,  wild 
goats,  and  horned  cattle ;  he  then  expatiated 
on  the  impending  evils  which  threatened  to 
fubvert  the  peace  and  liberty  of  his  country^ 
artfully  pointing  out  the  glory,  merit,  and  the 
fafety  which  would  accrue  to  the  Ruiliaa 
princes  from  oppofing  the  Tatars, 

The  penetrating  mind  of  the  prince  imma«- 
diately  difcovered  the  neceffity  of  entering  into 
a  ilria  bond  of  mutual  defence  againfl  th^ 
invadera ;  for  by  redrefling  their  grievances, 
he  awarded  the  blow  which  threatened  to 
reach  himfelf.  On  his  invitation,  all  the 
princes  who  were  emulous  to  fhine  in  mar- 

F  liat 
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tial  glory  aifembled  at  Kief.  In  this  meeting, 
compofed  of  men  eager  to  fignalize  them- 
felveg  in  arms,  it  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  they 
foon  came  to  the  unanimous  refolution  of 
marching  againft  the  common  enemy,  before 
Ruilia  was  made  the  fcene  of  dcftrudion  '^ 

After  having  difpatched  meflengers  to  pro- 
cure the  co-operation  of  Yury,  the  chiefs  fc- 
parated  to  colled  their  refpedive  forces. 

One  of  the  Polovtfian  princes  who  accom* 
panied  Kotiak  to  entreat  the  fuccour  of  the 
Ruffians,  demanded  and  received  the  facra^ 
ment  of  baptifm ;  perhaps  inftigated  to  this 
voluntary  aft  of  converfion,  frona  his  wifti  to 
prevent  their  caufe  degenerating  into  the 
lukewarm  fpirit  of  a  mere  political  al- 
liance. 

Already  had  the  Ruffian  princes  conduced 
their  numerous  and  impatient  troops  towards 
one  of  the  iflands  of  the  Boryfthenes,  when 
they  were  met  by  an  embaffy  of  the  Ta- 
tars, Thefe  deputies  protefted  that  their  na- 
tion entertained  no  defign  inimical  to  the 
ftate  of  Ruffia,  but  that  their  chiefs  wiflied 
only  to  chaftife  their  ancient  llaves,^  the  Po- 
i^vtfi,  whofe  predatory  mode  of  warfare  the 
Ruffians  themfelvcs   had    frequently    expe- , 


rienced. 

"  Le  Clerc,  tam.  i.  p.  4j^i,  492, 
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*ro  havfc  liftened  with  an  ear  of  bdief  to 
thefe  hollow  proteftatidas^  would  have  juftlf 
rnbjeded  the  Ruflians  to  the  cenfure  of  iixi'^ 
prudence,  but  to  have  maflacred  "  thefe  often^ 
fible  negociacors  of  peace,  from  the  barbarous, 
policy  that  no  advantage  might  be  gained 
in  reprifkls,  was  an  a£):  which  cannot  be  re-» 
lated  without  e&citing  the  ftrongeft  fentiments 
of  abhorrence.   . 

The  Tatars^  as  foon  as  they  were  informed 
of  this  violent  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
nations,  fent  to  reproach  them  for  the  un- 
pardonable crime  which  th,ey  had  committed* 
^*  You  have  thirfted  for  our  blooi/'  ex- 
claimed thefe  new  and  incenfed  envoys; 
^*  you  have  aflaflinated  our  deputies;  you, 
who  are  utterly  ignorant  of  our  charaders; 
you,'  to  whom  we  never  rendered  any  evih 
But  heaven  ihall  be  the  arbiter  of  our 
caufc"^" 

The  prince  of  Galitch,  the  intrepid  Mfiiilaf, 
who  had  not  yet  levied  all  his  forces,  eager 
for  the  applaufe  of  the  confederacy,  was  the 
(irft  to  encounter  their  formidable  antagonifts ; 
followed  by  a  band  of  veterans,  who  amoumed 

*'  Cromer  thus  corroborate!  this  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations :  *'  Quin  legatos  Tartarorum  monentes,  ne  fefe  eo 
belio  implicarentf  contra  jus  gentium  interemere."  De  Reb. 
Polon.  lib.  vii.  p.  1 9 1  .*— See  alio  Michou,  chap<  ii.  D« 
Sarmatia  Afiana  atqae  Europ^ea;  and  De  Guignes  Hift. 
Gen.  des  HunS|  torn.  iii.  liv.  xv.  p.  6i« 

*•  Le  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  493. 
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oniy  to  ome  thoufand  then,  he  pafTed  the  Dnie- 
per, fell  on  a  detached  corps  of  the  Tatars^ 
routed  them,  and  obtained  the  perfon  of  their 
commander,  whofe  misfortune  of  falling  alive 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  procured 
him  the  torture^  and  then  death  from  the 
hands  of  the  inhuman  PoloYtiu 

In  a  fhort  time  after,  the  troops  of  Galitch 
arrived.  The  mode  of  their  route  was  rc-» 
markable.  Their  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men  enibarked  in  two  thoufand  vefTels '%  or 
more  properly  canoes,  made  of  a  (ingle  tree ; 
and  after  having  defcended  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Dniefter,  the  ancient  Tyras,  they  entered 
the  Euxine,  from  whence  they  proceeded 
without  impediment,  up  the  Boryfthenes,  as 
far  as  the  feven  or  thirteen  ridges  of  rocks  *' 
which  form  the  famous  cataradis,  and  edxbar* 
rafs  its  navigation  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen 
leagues.  There  began  the  toils  and  difficul- 
ties of  their  journey,  which  were  not  ended 
hy  re-afcending  of  the  river,  and  joining  the 
Ruffian  army,  until  they  had  dragged  their 
barks  a  confiderable  diftance  over  land.  Some 
inconfiderable  nations,  urged  by  a  juft  fenfe  of 

*•  M.  De  Guignes  in  his  Hift,  Gc»»  dcs  Huns,  p.  6i.  r.  • 
duces  their  fleet  of  boats  to  a  thoafand. 

*'  See  Conftantine  de  Adminiftr.  Imp.  cap.  ix.  who 
mentions  only  feven  catarads ;  while  the  Sieur  de  Ben  i- 
phin,  in  his  DeicriptioA  de  rUkrs^ae,  enumerates  tliirtcen, 
p.  5. 

the 
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the  common  danger,  reforted  to  the  Ruffian 
ftaodard. 

All  the  troops  were  now  aflembled.  in 
arms,  and  all  had  pafled  the  Dnieper,  when 
intelligence  was  received,  that  a  body  of  Ta- 
tars bad  advanced  to  reconnoitre  their  move* 
ments.  Some  young  princes  haftened  to  at- 
tack them  by  the  command  of  Mftiflaf.  The 
Tatars  were  repulfed  j  and  the  Ruffian  camp 
feafted  for  many  days  on  the  <]uantity  of  cattle 
which  they  had  been  conftrained  to  abandon 
amidft  their  difmay  and  confufion. 

After  this  fuccefsful  engagement,  the  Ruf- 
fians purfued  their  march  for  the  fpace  of 
ten  days  unmolefted  '\  They  then  began 
to  indulge  in  the  vain  and  dangerous  re* 
fledion,  .that  they  had  overawed  their  foes : 
whereas  the  no  lefs  fagacioiis,  than  enter<- 
prifing  Tatars,  had  foon  difcerned  that  their 
own  ignorance  of  the  country  formed  the 
fafeguard  of  the  Ruffians ;  and  until  this  local 
inconvenience  was  obviated,  they  would  not 
only  iight  to  a  manifeft  difadvantage,  but  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  infupportable  ihame  of 
a  complete  overthrow.  They  retreated  there^ 
fore  to  allure  them  to  their  final  ruin. 

When  they  had  nearly  reached  the  borders 
of  the  Kalka,  whofe  deep,  though  narrow 
^reams  enter  the  Euxine  Sea,  not  far  froiQ 

^  Hiftoire  Geneaiogique  dcs  Tsit^s,  p.  313. 
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tlM  mouth  of  the  win^ii^g  Tapais,  th«y  fi»t 
lad  efpied  an  advanced .  detachment  of  thp 
Tatars*  Their  fituation  offered  no  filterna- 
tive»  but  a  renewal  of  hoftilitie^*  Th^  Tatars^ 
however,  fuflfere4  themfelves  to  be  driven 
back  with  eafe,  and  the  Ruffi^^^  crolfed  the 
Kalka  without  impediment. 

By  a  misfortuncj^  inherent  tp  great  confer 
deracies,  the  army  was  weakened  by  the  dif* 
cord  of  the  princes  of  Kief  and  Qalitch*  This 
'  latter  general  laboured  more  to  fruftratc  the 
fuccefs  of  his  colleagues,  than  to  promote 
the  public  fervice.  Undpr  the  influence  of 
this  unworthy  and  fatal  idea^  that  his  fame 
would  be  fullied,  ftiould  his  coropctitor  par- 
ticipate in  the  approaching  battle,  he  made 
the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  attack  with  the 
Other  princes,  before  the  fovereign  of  JCief 
had  commenced  any  preparatory  movemenu 
Never  did  armies^  nor  princes,  encounter, 
each  other  with  a  more  determined  courage, 
or  with  a  more  feeling  opinion  of  the  merci- 
left  revenge  which  would  be  infiided  on  the 
conquered  party.  Both  fides,  therefore,  vied 
with  each  other  in  mutual  refentment..  For 
a  long  time,  this  important  conflict  wa^i 
doubtful.  The  fortune  of  the  day  was  at  laft 
decided  in  favour  of  the  Tatars,  by  the  artlefs 
valour  of  the  Polovtii,  who  formed  the  van^ 
guard  on  this  memorable  day.  With  itn- 
petuous  fury  they  attacked  the  centre  ranks 

of 
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of  the  enemy^  but  were  foon  driven  back  hf 
their  firm  battalions,  and|  in  the  diforder  of 
their  retreat,  they  threw  the  whole  RufBan 
army  into  •  confufion.  The  wary  Tatars 
fei2ed  the  decifive  moment,  and,  by  one  fu-- 
rious  and  irrefiftible  charge,  they  rendered 
their  weaknefs  irretriereable. 

The  rout  then  became  univerfaL  Th<j 
prince  of  Galitch,  unmindful  of-  his  former 
atchievements,  abandoned  his  ftation  in  the 
moft  diihonourable  manner.  With  a  hand-" 
ful  of  foldiers  he  fled  to  the  banks  of  the 
river  Dnieper,  fecured  the  veiflels  neceflary 
for  efcape,  and  then  iflued  an  inglorious  or-* 
der  to  commit  the  reft  to  the  flames*  Thofe 
who  imitated  his  fhameful  example,  with 
every  exertion  heightened  by  defpair  and 
neceffity,  could  only  refcue  a  few  veffels  froni 
the  confuming  fire,  while  the  fafety  of 
Mftiflaf  muft  have  been  embittered  vt^itb  ihe 
reiQe£tion  of  having  occafioned  the  gr^teft 
part  of  the  Ruifian  army  either  to  periih  un^ 
der  the  unrelenting  fword  of  the  conquerors^ 
or  to  precipitate  themfelves  into  the  ^aterd, 
by  his  ill-timed  and  coWardl}^  flight 

If  the  tradition  of  the  times  may  be  accre- 
dited, Ruflia  bewailed  the  lofs  of  more  than 
ninety  ^houfand  of  her  gallant  fons  in  this 
difaftrous  action.  The  vigorous  charge  of 
the  Tatars  would  not  perhaps  have  been 
IPftde  with  fuch  fuccefsfql  eonfequences,  had 
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the  prince  of  Kief,  inftead  of  fortifying 
himfelf  by  fafcines  of  earth,  dcfccnded  from 
the  mountain,  on  which  he  was  poftcd  with 

.  frefh  troops,  to  the  critical  fuccour  of  his 
allies. 

The  triumphant  army  then  formed  itfelf 
into  two  divifions,  one  of  which  purfued 
the  vanquiflied,  and  the  other  furiounded 
the  prince  of  Kief  in  his  faftneffcs.  For  2^ 
long  time  he  defended  himfelf  with  aft  the 
obllinate  bravery  of  a  man,  who  contends 
not  for  vidiory,  or  for  honour,  but  for  life. 

.  But  when  he  beheld  the  return  of  the  other 
divifion,  whofe  late  flaughter  had  only  more 
fliarpened  their  appetite  for  revenge,  he  then 
felt  that  the  moft  invincible  valour  could  not 
withftand  the  weight  of  fuch  a  conjundive 
force. 

Deftitute  of  refources,  and  hopelefs  of 
tiring,  by  a  fteady  refiftance,  the  patience  of 
the  befiegers,  the  unfortunate  prince  of  Kief, 
law  himfelf  reduced  to  the  mortifyiqg  necefr 
(ity  of  humbly  fuing  for  pardon  and  peace. 
The  Tatar  general  folemnly  fwore,  that  his 

*  own  perfon,  and  the  lives  of  his  companions) 
ihould  be  preferved  from  danger,  on  the 
payment  of  a  ftipulated  ranfom :  oaths,  that 
were  only  given  to  betray  ;  for  the  moment 
their  defigns  were  counteracted  by  them,  that 
very  moment  their  politic  confciences  ceafed 
tq  refnember  th^m* 
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No  fooner  then  had  '  the  ruler  of  Kief| 
his  foQ^in-law^  and  a  prince  named  Dou-* 
broviki,  n^arched  out  from  their  fortrefs,  in 
tbe  full  confidence  of  receiving  a  friendly  re-» 
eeption,  than  the  perfidious  Tatars'  butchered 
the  foldieis,  furioufly  threw  the  princes  o% 
the  ground,  and  covering  them  with  thofe 
planks  on  which  they  feated  themfelves  to  ce- 
lebrate their  triumphal  feftival,  thus  ftifled 
thefe  uhfortunate-viai'ms  *'. 

This  aa    fealed*  the  fate  of  Ruffia.      Sa     • 
panic  ftruck  were  all  ranks  by  the  greatneis 
and  extent  of  their  calamity,  that  the  hopes 
of  retrieving  their  difgrace  feemed  as  likely 
to  be  realized  as  the  vifionary  dreams  of  in- 
fanity.     This  vaft  body  beheld  itfelf  on  the 
brink  of  ruin,  and   yet  wanted  ftrength  and 
courage  to  make  one  daring  effort  to  fave  it-  * 
felf.      The  people,  at  the   approach  of  the 
fanguinary  Tatars,  inftead  of  adopting  any 
counfels  expreilive  of  vigour  and   firmnefs^ 
difcovered  all  the  impotent  behaviour  of  fear 
and  folly*     From  their  cities  they  advanced 
to  meet  them  with  the.  crofs  and  images,  as 
if  they  were  about  to  greet  the  arrival  of  their 
hereditary  prince.     Thefe  outward  demon- 
flrations    of    refpeft   and  fubmiflioti,    from 
places  where  they  expe£ted  to  have  met  a 
flrong  refinance,  furprifcd,  yet  did  not  pacify 

V  LeCIerc^  torn,  u  p.  495^  496. 
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th«  Tatars*  Their  brq|(b,  fo  juftly  tccuited 
of  being  iaaccefiible  to  pity,  gave  no  quarter 
to  thefe  unarmed  and  unrefifHog  multitudes* 
They  likewife  ravaged  all  the  country  around 
(hem.  Villages  and  cities  equally'  expe?* 
fenced  th^  miferies  of  indifcriminate  pil- 
laged 

To  give  the  reader  fome  infight  into  the 
general  camagei  which  attended  thpir  rage 
pf  fpoil  and  conqueft^  it  is  calculated  that  in 
^fae  principality  of  Kief  alone  expired  fixty 
thoufand  of  her  inhabitants.  From  thence 
the  Tatars  purfued  their  deftru£tive  career 
even  to  Novgorod  Severfki,  in  little  Ruilia^ 
to  the  north^eaft  of  Tchernigof.  Then,  a( 
laft  wearied  with  the  labour  of  extermination, 
they  joyfully  returned  through  the  country  of 
the  Kaptchacks,  to  join  Zingis  Khan,  whoni 
they  met  on  the  frontiers  of  Great  Bucharia. 
Aftonifhed  at  the  prodigious  number  of  prifon-? 
ers  prefented  to  him  by  hisgenerals,  he  publicly 
pronounced  their  praifes,  and  loaded  them 
with  diilinguifhed  honours  for  their  fer-? 
vices  '. 

The  prince  of  Vladimir,  the  chief  fovereign 
of  Ruffia,  whofe  efforts  of  valour  againft  the 

**  **  Elle  cngloutit  fes  provinces,  die  defola  les  villes>  & 
les  campagnes,  laifTant  partout  les  traces  les  plus  afFreufes 
dsfan  impctuofirc/'  is  a  very  juft  and  fpirited  defcription  of 
the  Tatar  progrcfs  by  Lacombe,  p.  22. 

*i  Hiftoire  Genealogiquc  des  Tatars,  p.  314,  315. 

Tatars ' 
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Tat^n  ihoul4  have  furpafled  his  other  confci^ 
lignites,  funk  into  greater  indplence  than  ever^ 
as  the  danger  become  more  threatening ;  and^ 
coDtnu-y  tp  his  prgmifes  of  perfonal  union^ 
committed  bis  whol^  authority  to  others :  while  « 
this  violation  pf  his  agreement  became  ftill 
mqre  repr^hentible,  from  the  dilatory  manner 
in  which  he  impacted  his  much  deflred  aid« 
On  their  road,  his  tardy  troops  were  met  by 
loaany  of  their  countrymen,  whofe  looks  alone 
prefaged  the  fatal  i0ue  of  the  day.  Infeded 
however  with  the  degenerate  apathy  of  their  • 
mafier,  they  turned  their  backs  on  the  firft 
bearing  of  the  news,  inftead  of  r^folving  to 
ipake  one  bold  pu(h  to  retrieve  the  national 
difgrace.     • 

On  the  moment  the  Tatars  had  quitted 
tlus  deftined  region  of  fervitude,  the  ftrugglea 
of  difTenfiofi  revived  among  the  chie/tains  and 
people  :  the  effeds  of  the  pernicious  nature  of 
feudal  inftitutions,  which  are  equally  inimical 
to  commerce,  juftice,  and  fubordination. 

We  turn  alide,   therefore,   with  pteafure, 

from   thefe  uniform'  and   wearifome  diRur- 

bances    which,   fo    gradually    impaired    the 

•ftrength  t>f  Rudia,  to  ftep  for  a  moment  into 

'the  paths  of  virtue. 

Yaroflaf,  prince  of  Novgorod,  in  the  wan-    i^g, 
tonnefs  of  his  caprice,  had  required  the  citizens 
of  Plefkof  to  deftroy  the  new-erefted  city  o£ 
Riga.     Tlie  inhabitants  £)f  Plefkof,  who  were 

flightly 
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flightly  conncaed  with  the  town,  returned 
this  anfwer  to  the  prince  :  **  You  are  wife, 
and  therefore  ought  to  know,  that  all  men 
;ire  brothers*  Chriftians  and  infidels,  we  all 
form  but  one  family  ;  how  great  then  would 
be  our  injuftice  to  bring  bloodfhed  to  thofe 
who  rejeS  our  belief;  how  culpable  our  pre* 
fomption  to  punifti  their  errors.  To  prefcrve 
unbroken  the  gentle  ties  of^peace,  is  therefore 
far  more  amiable,  and  far  more  prudent :  by 
Aich  a  condud  they  will  be  taught  to  cherifh 
•  and  refpeft  our  virtues.  Their  hearts  will 
then  be  touched,  and  that  friendftiip  which 
they  muft  conceive  for  us  will  imperceptibly 
pafs  to  the  love  of  our  religion." 

Thefe  edifying  **  remonftrancds  rendered 
the  citizens  of  Novgorod  unpropitious  to  the 
oppreffive  delires  oi  their  leader  j  yet  how  ilU 
conflru&Qd  is  the  mound  which  pfoteds  fenfe 
from  the  aflaults  of  folly.  Thefe  fame  Nov- 
^rodians,  whofe  minds  were  fo  deeply  pene- 
trated by  the  counfela  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Plelkof,  had  burnt  the  preceding  year  an* infi- 
nite number  of  people  expofefl  to  the  fufpi^ 
cion  of  pradlifing  witchcraft, 
itjo.  In^  a  (hort  time  after  thefe  occurrences,  s|. 
dreadful  faininp  laid   wafte  the  republic  of* 

*•  "  Nous  pouvons  ttvt  ctonncs/'  fays  the  judicious  Le- 

vcfque,  **  que  des  Ruffes  du  treizicme  ficcle  ay<^nt  parlc  sivcc 

.tant  de  fagiefle^  que  des  momes  du  meme  fiecle  &  du  mcm^ 

•  pays  ayent  confcrvc  leur  difcours,  dans  les  cl^roniqucs.   Be 

qu'un  patriarche  nous  Talt  traufmis,  torn.  li.  p.  76. 

Novgorpd| 
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Novgorod,  while  an  earthquake,  whicH  wail 
felt  throughout  the  principal  cities  of  Ruflia, 
caft  an  additional  horror  over  this  period  of 
calamity  and  difgrace.  In  the  midft  of  thefe 
fcenes  of  terror  and  confufion,  a  crowd  of 
princes*'  difputcd  the  precarious  hortour  of 
governing  thar  unfortunate  repubKc.  But 
while  each  was  preparing  to  fupport  his  pre-^ 
tenfiouB  with  the  fword,  the  ordinary  umpire 
of  difputes  in  thefe  uncivilized  times,  their 
tremendous  foe  once  more  ruihed  iti  upod 
them,  and  filenced  their  tumults  and  fa&ions^ 
by  involving  all  the  contending  parties  in  the 
fame  deftru^ion. 

In  the  uninterrupted  feries  of  fuccefo, 
which  accompanied  the  late  outrages  of  the 
Tatars,  they  alone  retained  the  Kaptchak  *' 
which  Touchi,  the  cldeft  of  the  fons  of  Zin- 
gis  Khan,  received  in  nppanage,  as  a  reward** 
for  his  gallant  behaviour  in  feveral  aftions. 
But  death  fobn  deprived  him  of  this  rich 
gift  of  parental  affedion.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by   his  fon  Baiou  or  Baaty,  whom- 

'^  *'  Les  Seigneurs  Rufliens,"  obferves  Lacombe  with 
grQAt  propriety  and  truth,  "joignerent  encore  anx  maux 
d'une  domination  etrangcrc,  les  calamites  les  plus  grandest  dcs 
gaerres  inteftines,"  p.  75. 

*^  The  Kaptch.ik .  is  the  diftri^fl  lying  between  the  Don 
and  Yaik,  more  properly  Ural.  See  a  note  in  Mrs.  Guthrie's 
Tour  through  the  Crimea  and  along  the  Euxinc  Coaft,  in 
the  years  1795  ^-    Letter  xiii.  p.  46. 

*»  See  HjR,  du  Grand' GiDghizcan>  p.  497. 

P.O-.. 
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Providence  had  raifed  up  to  become  tti£ 
fcourge  of  Rufiia ;  and  hone  indeed  pof^ 
fefTed  bettei-  requifites  to  enftlre  fuccefs^  and 
to  (Command  the  /ear  and  obedietice  of  a 
mighty  hoft.  He  was  ikilful  in  adion^ 
patient  in  fatigue,  and  revengeful  without 
bounds  and  without  fcruples'':  while  his 
Uncommon  fofefight  in  adion  could  only  be 
furpaiTed  by  his  intrepidity.  When  the  rage 
of  battle  had  fubfided^  his  cruelty  was  ftill  as 
unappeafed,  as  his  love  of  dominion  un-* 
bounded :  nor  were  thefe  odious  vices  foft^ 
ened  by  the  fliades  of  any  private  virtues* 
We  fhall  therefore  find,  in  his  charaAefi 
much  to  deteft,  and  fcarce  any  thing  to  ad^ 
mire. 

After  a  feftlval  of  forty  days^  Baton  fet  for- 
wards on  this  great  expedition  ;  and  fuch  was 
tlie  ddive  fpiric  and  unchecked  career  of  his 
innumerable  troops,  that  in  lefs  than  fix  years^ 


^^  *'  Et  gladius  ejus  non  parcebat  fcxui  vel  setati/*  fays  a 
\vricer  well  acquainted  ^vjch  his  butchering  diipoiition«  and 
ivho  faw  thoiifands  of  his  countrymen  facrificed  to  his  infa- 
tiable  ambiiion.  See  M.  Rogeruis  de  Deftruftione  Hungariss 
per  Tartaros,  p.  184.  in  the  Scriptores  Rcrum  Hungarica* 
rum,  Francoiurii,  fOco.  John  de  Piano  Cirpini,  whoie  zeal 
for  his  rofigion  led  him  to  vifit  the  court  of  the  Great  Khali 
Tn  the  thirteenth  century,  gives  us  this  fhort  portrait  of  the 
Conqueror  of  Ruilia.  "  Idem  vcro  Bathy  fatis  eft  homiui- 
bus  fuis  beni^nus,  valde  tamen  ab  eis  timetur,  et  in  pagna 
eft  crudchllimusy  fagax  ed  multum  et  aftutiillmu^  in  bello/^ 
See  the  ill  volume  of  Hakluyt>  cap.  xzii.  p.  48* 

fays 
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fays  Gibbon '\  they  had  meafured  a  iitie  of 
ninety  degrees  of  longitude,  a  fourth  part  of 
the  circumference  of  the  globe. 

Iq  the  reign,  therefore,  of  Oftai,  the  im- 
mediate fucceffor  ofZingis  Khan,  his  nephe\ir 
Batou  meditated  and  atchieved  the  conqueft 
of  Ruflia.  In  his  rapid  march  to  the  weft, 
no  valour  could  effedually  flop  the  fpreading 
torrent  of  their  invafion.  After  traverfing 
the  extenfive  river  Kama,  the  capital  of  the 
Bulgarians  was  foon  taught  to  acknowledge 
the  force  of  his  invincible  fquadrons*  Yet 
the  Ruffians  flill  viewed,  with  torpid  indif- 
ference their  overwhelming  incurfions ;  and 
the  grand  prince  of  Vladimir'*  celebrated 
with  pomp,  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  the 
nuptials  of  two  of  his  fons. 

Six  hundred  thoufand  Tatars  now  advanced, 
under  the  flandard  of  Baton,  along  the  banks 
of  the  roajeflic  Volga,  without  beholding 
even  the  face  of  an  enemy.  When  this 
gigantic  army  had  approached  the  princi<- 
pality  of  Riazan,  over  which  two  brothers 

'■  Vo!.  xi,  p.  419. 

«*  The  tide  of  Grand  Dnke,  which  has  been  fo  iihpro-  . 
perlj  fubliituted  b]r  fome  writers  for  Veliki  Knez,  or  Grand 
Prince,  was  abfoiutely  unknown  to  the  ancient  RuiCans,  fays 
Mr.  Tooke*  tn  a  note  of  his  iecond  volumey  p.  222. ;  and  in 
modem  timesy  when  they  had  more  communications  with 
the  weftem  nations  of  £arope»  they  were  obliged  to  borrow 
that  appellation  from  the  German  language* 

ruled. 
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ruled,  they  fent  to  them  a  woman  "  pra-« 
fefling  the  fundions  of  a.  prieftefs;  and  two 
deputies,  to  demand  the  tenth  part  of  all  their 
weilth,  * 

The  fovereigns  of  Riazan  apprifed  the 
neighbouring  ^pririces  of  the  claims  of  this 
whipifical  embafly.  All  anfwered  with  in- 
dignation, they  were  ready  to  meet  with 
fortitude,  that  danger  which  perhaps  they 
believed  impoilible  to  (hun.  Their  different 
forces  were  then  muftered  with  hafte ;  tHey 
advanced  towards  Verdnetz  to  oppofe  the  foe> 
and  fent,  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  Court  of 
Vladimir,  to  demand  his  ailiftance.  Inftead 
of  improving  thefe  precious  moments,  by 
fomjing  a  general  union  of  councils  and  par- 
ties, Yury  loitered  away  the  time  in  carelefs 
fecurity,  and  with  a  vanity  which  obfcured  all 
fight  of  the  gulf  open  before  him,  he  declared, 
that  (hould  the  etiemy  have  the  prefumption 
to  moleft  his  repofe,  his  own  forces  were 
alone  fufficient  to  repel  their  mod  impetuous 
attacks.  The  other  princes,  influenced  by 
their  fears,  or  by  their  intefline.  feuds,  too 
fuccefsfully  followed  this  fatal  example. 

"  Thofe  women  who  became  fubjedl  to  J^fteiicarfits,  arp- 
readily  invefted  with  the  Prte(lhood>  hecaufe  ch^fe  oQavul^ 
ilous  are  interpreted  as  the  exterior  figns  of  prophetic  vircae 
among  a  people  in  the  blind  cfcdolity  e£  igporzaot*^    Ses 
Levefqae,  torn*  ii.  p*  8o»  j 

6  •  Thut 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA. 

Thus  did  the  foolifti  pride  of  Yury  diflblve 
t  confederacy,  which,  had  it  been  adhered  to 
\«^ith  conftancy  and  fpirit,  would  not  only 
have  enabled  them  to  make  a  glorious  fland^ 
but  perhaps  might  have  honourably  filled  up 
that  vafl  and  confpicuoug  fpace  in  the  hiftory 
of  their  country,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
the  ignominy  of  Tatar  fervitude. 

The  princes  of  Riazan,  deferted  by  the 
other  fovereigns,  haftened  to  fhut  themfelves 
in  their  difEbrent  towns  ;  and  we  muft  applaud 
their  prudence,  which  led  them  to  avoid  in 
the  open  plain,  an  enemy  equally  formidable 
by  their  bravery  and  numbers*  The  fate  of 
Riazan  depended  on  the  fkill  and  courage  of 
the  eldeft  brother.  With  that  celerity  which 
fprings  from  the  anticipation  of  a  rich  plun- 
der, the  Tataite'invefted  the  condemned  city. 
For  fixteen  days  the  conteft  was  fiercely 
maintained  without  intermiflion  ;  but  a  mor- 
tal wound,  whifch  the  gallant  prince  received, 
in  tranfporting  his  perfon  to  the  fcenes  of 
danger  on  the  ramparts'*,  terminated  his  life 
and  the  laft  hopes  of  the  city.  Riazan  was 
then  taken  by  afTault-  Enraged  at  their  6b- 
ftinate  defence,  every  crime  was  pradifed,  by 
the  implacable  Tatars,  which  could  difgrace 
the  name  of  men.  The  widow  of  the  prince, 
the  feveral  princeffes^  and  all  the  inhabitants, 

^  '♦  Le  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  499. 

G  were 
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were  put  to  the  fword,  after  enduring  every 
fpecies  of  torture  which  could  be  devifed  by 
their  inventive  cruelty  :  while  the  women  of 
the  moft  cxquifite  beauty  were  firft  difho* 
noured  by  their  luft,  and  then  received  iht 
fentence  of  death.  After  the  unreftrained  in* 
dulgence  of  all  their  fenfual  paiIion8|  the  city 
was  razed  to  the  ground,  and  thefe  conquer^* 
ors  proceeded  to  frefh  expeditions  of  blood 
and  flaughter. 

The  flothful  Yury  was  at  laft  aroufed 
by  the  impending  ruin  of  the  princes  of 
Riazan;  he  detached  an  army  to  their  af* 
fiftance,  under  the  nominal  command  of  his 
fon  Vfevolod,  while  the  important  ftation  of 
counfellor  to  this  youthful  prince  was  held  by 
Voyevode  of  the  name  of  Glebovitch.  They 
jonly  arrived  in  time  to  b^old  the  city 
fmoaking  in  its  ruins.  Vfevolod  then  turned 
his  fuccours  toward  Kolomna,  which  was 
guarded  by  Roman,  brother  to  the  prince 
who  fell  fo  nobly  in  the  defence  of  Riazan. 
The  Tatars  rapidly  advanced;  the  Ruffians 
ftruggled  in  vain  to  oppofe  their  innumerable 
fquadrons :  at  laft  overpowered,  their  retreat 
became  a  diforderly  flight  into  the  city,  while 
deftru£tion  fat  on  the  fwords  of  the  vigors. 
Roman,  the  Voyevode  Glebovitch,  and  a  large 
body  of  his  adherents,  fatiated  the  rage  of  the 
purfuers.  Vfevolod  alone,  with  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  his  companions  in  misfortune,  efcaped^ 

to 
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to  Vladimir,  and  Kolomna  became  the  re- 
ward ofthefe  warlike  fliepherds  of  the  north. 
FIu(hed  with  fuccefs,  and  eager  for  a  repeti- 
tion of  carnage,  the  conquerors  pafled  on  to 
Mofcow. 

This  deftined  capital  of  a  great  empire  '* 
could  boaft  the  greatnefs  df  her  population, 
even  at  this  early  and  di{lra£ted  period  ;  but 
the  courage  of  her  inhabitants  was  relaxed  by 
the  terror  of  the  Tatar  name.  After  a  faint 
and  unaraiKng  reHftance,  (he  thought  to  have 
deprecated  their  wrath  by  a  timely  furrender ; 
but  compaflion  to  the  defencelefs  were  words 
never  admitted  into  the  mouths  ofthefe  vic- 
torious favages.  The  young  Vladimir,  the 
fon  of  Yury,  had  the  misfortune  to  fee 
his  life  refpedled;  and  he  who  rofe  in  the 
morning  a  prince,  wore  the  next  day,  by  the 
viciffitude  of  fortune,  the  habit  of  a  Tatar 
flave. 

His  wretched  father  learnt,  with  all  the 
fwiftnefs  which  accompanies  difaftrous  news, 
that  Riazan  and  Mofcow  had  deeply  to  de- 
plore the  prowefs  of  the  Tatar  troops.  If  he 
defpaired  of  overcoming  the  ftrength  and 
fiercenefs,  the  difcipline  and  temper  of  the 
Tatars,  the  common  danger,  and  a  fenfe  of 

"  The  foundations  of  Mofcow  were  cafl;  by  Yury  the  Firft 
in  1157.  but  did  not  till  the  fodrtecnth  century  become 
the  feat  of  empire.     Seethe  firft  and  fccond  volumes  of 
LeTefit^ue* 

G  2  (hame 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

ftiame  ought  at  lead  to  have  flopped  his  flight 
from  his  capital,  which  he  knew  could  not  be 
abandoned  without  the  utmoft  difhonour. 
Inftead  of  manfully  preparing  every  expedient 
to  prevent,  or  at  leaft  to  protradl  his  ruin ; 
inftead  of  infpiring  his  troops  by  a  difplay 
of  bravery,  he  bafely  forfook  his  fubjefts 
and  family,  in  the  midft  of  a  hoft  of  perils, 
configned  his  fons  Vfevolod  and  Mftiflaf 
to  the  direction  of  a  Voyevode ;  crofTed  the 
Volga  in  his  way  to  his  nephews,  and  with 
them  awaited,  in  trembling  anxiety,  the  un- 
certain iffue  of  fraternal  fuccour. 

The  enterprizing  Batou,  breathing  terror 
and  deftrudion,  appeared  under  the  walls  of 
the  devoted  capital.  To  one  of  the  gates  he 
conduced  his  illuftrious  captive  Vladimir. 
In  the  pallid  hue  which  overfpread  his  coun- 
tenance, might  be  feen  his  treatment  from  the 
rigorous  Tatars,  His  brothers,  ftirred  up  ta 
a  pitch  of  madnefs  at  this  objedt  of  fallen 
greatnefs,  propofed  an  immediate  fally ;  but 
the  timid  caution  of  the  Voyevode  checked 
the  generous  rage  of  their  paffions  ;  which, 
at  this  moment,  had  it  been  poured  out  againli 
the  foe,  might  have  turned  the  tide  of  forr 
tune. 

Batou,  who  never  fufFered  any  of  his  n:ea- 
fures  to  be  difconcerted  by  the  interference  of 
humanity,  expedted  that  the  inhabitants 
would    lay  down  their  arms,    at  the  fight 

of 
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of  Vladimir.  But  when  he  faw  their  looks  be- 
tray neither  fubmiffion  nor  difmay,  he  made 
his  difpofitions  for  the  fiege. 

That  happy  art  of  adapting  the  talents  of 
men  to  their  proper  province,  which  can  only 
be  acquired  by  a  vigorous  and  combining 
mind,  and  which  fo  greatly  tends  to  lull  all 
contention  afleep,  and  to  give  an  additional 
obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  monarch  in 
every  great  occafion,  we  cannot  fuppofe  to 
find  in  the  mean  underftandingof  Yury.  The 
Voyevode,  to  whom  he  had  committed  the 
protedion  of  his  fons  and  capital,  was  far 
more  calculated  for  the  fuperftition  of  the 
cloifter,  than  adequate  to  a  truft  which  de**- 
manded  all  the  talents  of  an  experienced 
general.  His  cowardice,  rather  thaii  his  pru- 
dence, had  induced  him  to  reftrain  the  laud- 
able impetuofity  of  the  princes.  And  his 
impolitic  fanaticifm  had  not  hefitated  to 
publi(h  his  firm  belief,  that  in  the  invafion  of 
the  Tatars  might  be  defcerned  the  avenging 
arm  of  Omnipotence. 

After  thefe  rafh  and  unguarded  words  had 
efcaped  him,  which  ftruck  ten  thoufand  ter- 
rors into  the  hearts  of  the  fuperftitious  people, 
he  could  not  be  furprifed  to  find,  when  they 
were  fummoned  to  adion,  in  the  place  of 
that  defperate  valour  fo  commonly  difplayed 
by  men  who  fight  from  neceflity,  a  conduct 
G  3  which 
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vhich  fought  more  to  propitiate  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy  by  fupplication,  thsia  to  overcome 
them  by  refolute  oppofition. 

The  Tatars  quietly  prepared  their  machine?, 
and  made,  at  leifure,  their  dirpofitions ;  while 
the  infatuated  people,  inftead  of  molefting 
them,  by  frequent  and  furious  forties,  and 
bending  their  bows,  and  direding  their  jave- 
lins 9gainft  them  from  the  tops  of  the  battle«> 
ments,  palled  all  their  days  and  nights  in  the 
churches,  whofe  walls  refounded  with  their 
fhjcGt  wailings. 

During  the  intermediate  fpace  of  thefe  pre- 
parations, Batou  had  detached  a  confiderahle 
p^rt  of  his  invincible  army  to  fubdue  the  city 
of  Sufdal ;  its  fate  fumilhed  no  exemption  to 
their  general  fqccefs.  On  their  return,  the 
inhabitant^  of  Vladimir  rightly  eftimated  the 
bloody  extent  of  their  conqueft,  from  thq 
fniall  number  of  prifoners  in. their  train. 

The  befiegers  had  now  finiflbed  their  difpo- 
fitionSy  and  the  plan  of  attack  was  digefled 
and  commanded.  From  the  top  of  the  walls 
the  citizens  beheld  their  operations,  and  yet 
they  could  not  be  awakeaed  from  their  fatal 
lethargy.  The  princes  and  princefTes,  and  all 
who  poflefTed.  ftations  of  great  power  and 
truft,  anticipating  the  horrors  of  their  doom, 
retired  to  the  church  to  receive  the  monachal 
tonfure  from  the  bands  of   the   trembling 

arch- 
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archbUkop'*.  Alas!  how  deplorable  is  the 
fate  of  that  country,  which  beholds  its  welfare 
committed,  in  the  time  of  imminent  danger, 
to  the  care  of  one  man,  in  whofe  breaft  refides 
no  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  whofe  ignorance  and 
fuperftition  deftroy  every  laudable  feeling ! 
for  the  people  will  always  be  found  to  be  in- 
fluenced and  regulated  by  the  pailions,  whe* 
Cher  good  or  bad,  of  their  leader. 

At  length  the  dread  hour  arrived,  when  the 
intrepid  Tatars  began  their  great  and  'general 
attack,  by  afcending  at  once  their  walls,  and 
breaking  down  their  gates,  the  only  bulwarks 
of  the  cowardly  city. 

The  hiftorians,  in  whofe  pages  we  find 
the  defcription  of  a  grand  aflault,  have  ge« 
nerally  been  enabled,  from  the  ordinary  cOurf^ 
of  events  which  happen  in  that  dei^udiv^ 
period  of  human  mifery,  to  (ketch  out  fome 
groupe  of  patriots,  whofe  magnanimous  ex- 
ploits live  in  the  memory  and  admiration  of 
future  ages.  But  the  pufiUanimity  of  the 
Ruflians  has  deprived  us  of  fo  honourable  a 
narration. 

After  a  paffage  was  thus  made  on  all  (ides 
by  the  furious  Tatars,  the  fcene  of  (laughter 


'  Qui  knr  promettoit  la  palme  du  martyr.  Lc  Clerc, 
torn.  i.  p.  500.  For  what,  -we  ffaould  like  to  know — ^Their 
genuine  ^l*y  ^f  t^Jy  or  their  unenampkd  magiuaumtiy  of  ht^ 
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v^as  then  opened^  while  die  inhabitants,  after 
a  feeble  (hew  of  refiftance,  inftead  of  being  ani^ 
mated  with  the  courage  of  defpair,  flood,  like  z, 
herd  of  timid  cattle,  fubmiflive  to  the  knife  of 
murder.  To  heighten  thi«  fpedacle  of  horrors, 
the  Tatars,  in  order  that  no  (ingle  inhabit 
tant,  by  any  fortuitous  circumftance,  might 
elude  their  revenge,  after  leaving  the  ftreets 
flowing  with  a  torrent  of  blood,  fet  fire  to  the 
buildings,  whofe  combuftible  materials,  of  fir 
wood  ",  muft  have  foon  caufed  the  flames  to 
fpread  over  the  whole  face  of  the  ctty.  Thofe 
who  efcaped  the  maffacre  were  confumed  by 
the  fpreading  flames ;  and  many,  to  be  de? 
livered  at  once  from  the  torments  of  fear, 
threw  themfelves  on  the  fword  of  their  brutal 
conquerors.  The  princes  Vfevolod  and  Mfti- 
flaf,  in  leading  a  crowd  pf  citizens  to  the 
centre  of  the  city,  exhibited  fuch  manifeft 
confufion  in  their  flight,  that  the  Tatars  min- 
gled in  their  difordered  ranks,  and  maflfacred 
the  two  princes. 

With  a  thundering  force  the  mafTy  doors 
of  the  cathedral  were  burfk  open.  Thefe 
deflxoyers  of  mankind,  in  vain,  fearched 
every  part  of  the  facred  edifice  for  their  allot- 
ted prey.     The  archbifhop,  the  grandees,  and 

''  The  fir  tree  was  principally  ufcd  by  the  Ruffians  in  the 
conftrudion  of  their  miferable  edifices.  See  Earl  of  Car- 
rifle's  three  Embaffies.    Lond.  1669.  p.  33,  34.-*-'i359  136. 
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the  princeffes,  were  fecreted  from. their  fury 
ia  a  private  part  of  the  choir.  The  difap- 
poiuted  Tatars  cried  out,  that  if  they  aban- 
doned their  afylum,  they  fliould  have  mercy 
ihewn  to  them.  But  as  their  proteftationa 
were  difregarded,  they  then  determined 
that  no  age,  rank,  or  fex  fliould  expe*- 
rience  their  clemency.  To  carry  this  de*- 
cree  into  effed,  the  inexorable  Tatars  heaped 
up  piles  of  dry  wood  within  and  around  the 
cathedral,  ^nd  involved  the  whole  in  oqe  ge.- 
peral  conflagration  ^'. 

'  No  curious  or  durable  monuments  of  hu^ 
man  art  adorned  the  conqueft  of  the  Tatars, 
but  the  filence  of  death  alone,  and  the  mod: 
hideous  folitude,  which  the  imagination  of 
man  can  conceive,  alone  witnefied  their  vic- 
torious march ^*.  After  leaving,  fcarce  any 
veftige  to  tell  that  the  city  of  Vladimir  had 
ever  exifted,  they  then  diftributed  themfelves 
into  feveral  corps,  to  widen  and  expedite  their 
^ughter. 

Yury,  occupied  in  concerting  meafures  with 
his  brother  Sviatoflaf,  whofe  inheritance  was 

*"  Levefque  twice  repeats  tlje  deftru(^ion  of  the  capital, 
torn.  ii.  p.  86,  87. 

39  «f  Vaftum  ubique  filentium,  fecreti  colies,  fumantia 
procul  tedta,  nemo  exploratibus  obvius,''  is  what  a  renowned 
hiftorian  of  antiquity  csdhfaciem  vidoria  ;  and  it  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  emphatically  fo  with  the  Tatars.  See  the  im- 
mortal life  of  Agricola,  by  Tacitus,  a  Brotier,  torn  iv.  chap* 
^uviii.  p.  104. 

the 
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the  city  af  Yourief,  and  ignorant  of  the  pofi-* 
tia^  of  the  enemy^  learnt  at  the  fame  time 
i^ith  aftoni(hment  and  horror,  the  ruin  of  his 
capital,  and  the  melancholy  end  of  his  wife 
and  children.  Thefe  fad  and  unexpeded 
tidings,  at  lad  called  forth  all  his  dormant 
courage.  Refalved  to  be  avenged  on  the 
authors  of  his  mifery,  or  not  to  furvive 
the  fall  of  his  country,  he  harangued  his 
aiTembled  chieftains  with  that  irrefiftible  kt^ 
vour,   which  aroufed  the  valiant,  convinced 

the  prudent,  and  encouraged  the  faint 
hearted. 

During  the  time  that  Yury  awaited  to  be 
feconded  by  the  powerful  efforts  of  his  other 
brother,  Yarcflaf,  prince  of  Novgorod,  the 
Tatars  approached  with  their  ufual  rapidity, 
which  made  it  impoilible  to  decline  a  battle. 
The  prince  himfelf  led  them  on  to  the  attack, 
and  by  a  fuperior  difplay  of  enthufiafm  and 
&ill,  he  feemed  anxious  to  atone  for  his  pad: 
mifcondu£t  *^  His  men,  inflamed  by  his  ex- 
ample, fought  with  all  the  firmnefs  which  the 
importance  of  the  engagement  demanded  ; 
and,  until  their  prince  fell,  the  glory  of  the 
^ay  was  doubtful.  But  on  his  death,  refift- 
ance  ceafcd  on  every  part  of  his  army ;  and 
the  Ruflians,  regard lefs  of  their  former  bra«* 
very,  fled,  while  a  mercilefs    flaughter  was 

♦®  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  501. 

inflided 
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{nfiided  on  them  b^  their  more  a£tive  pur- 
fuers. 

The  deftrufiivc  fpirit  which  diftioguiflied 
the  irruption  of  the  Tatars,  clearly  proves 
that  they  had  no  defire  to  preferve  the  fub^ 
jugated  country,  but  only  to  wafte  all  before 
them  with  fire  and  fword,  and  then  to  mi- 
grate to  fome  more  fertile  climate.  In  tbefe 
convulfions  of  RuiEa,  the  people  of  the  dif- 
ferent fovereignties,  deftitute  of  all  mutual 
concord,  and  even  intercourfe,  were  infenfible 
to  the  want  of  a  plan  of  general  union,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  well-being  and  inde- 
pendence of  their  country.  Some  fled  with 
trepidation  from  the  cry  of  danger,  others  re- 
mained in  languid  and  ftupid  inadtion,  while 
few  could  be  celebrated  for  their  determina- 
tion to  fell  their  blood  at  the  dear  bought 
price  of  reciprocal  vengeance. 

Perhaps  in  no  fettled  defign,  but  only  in  1238. 
obedience  to  the  fuggeftions  of  fanguinary 
caprice,  or  perhaps  alfo  in  the  view  of  cutting 
oflF  their  laft  refources,  Batou  turned  his  arms 
againft  Torjok,  a  dependent  city  of  the  re- 
public of  Novgorod.  But  the  inhabitants, 
probably  fupported  by  the  hope  of  a  ftrong 
reinforcement  from  Novgorod,  exerted  them- 
felves  with  extraordinary  courage  and  activity 
in  the  defence  of  their  town.  The  whole 
force  of  Batou  furrounded  their  walls ;  and 
yet  they   were  neither  di (heartened  by  the 


terror, 
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terror,  which  the  Tatar  name  infpired,  nor 
difmayed  by  their  hoftile  engines,  which  were 
as  new  as  they  were  fatal  to  them.  After  a 
fiege  of  fifteen  days,  their  walls  were  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  the  inhabitants  ex* 
bibited  to  the  laft  a  memorable  lelfon  of  zeal 
^nd  firmnefs. 

On  their  march  towards  Novgorod,  they 
butchered  every  unfortunate  creature,  whom 
chance  had  thrown  in  their  way;  innocent 
vidims,  who  poffeffed  neither  power  nor  in-- 
tention  to  impede  their  inhuman  Career.  But 
lio  fpe^acle  of  human  woe  could  divert  them 
from  their  fteady  courfe  of  murder,  and  they 
bathed  their  weapons  in  the  bofoms  of  thofe 
who  knelt  with  outftretchcd  hands  to  fuppli- 
cate  for  mercy. 

The  active  Tatar  had  now  advanced  within 
fixty  miles  of  Novgorod,  and  foon  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  trembling  city  expeded  to  fee 
him  ru(h  to  their  gates ;  when,  on  a  fudden, 
he  gave  the  word  of  command  for  his  troops 
to  wheel  about,  and  evacuate  the  Ruffian 
empire.  The  authors  of  the  Ruffian  Chro- 
nicles, who  rarely  prefume  to  affign  the  caufes 
of  events,  and  whenever  they  do  arrogate  to 
themfelves  the  philofophic  office,  generally 
wander  from  the  beacon  of  truth,  afcribe  to  a 
miracle  the  retreat  of  the  conqueror. 

The  caufe  of  this  fudden  departure  from 
Ruffia  is  thus  very  darkly  and  abfurdly  ex- 
plained ; 
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plained ;  but  a  more  rational  mind  will  be 
inclined  to  fufped;^  that  the  ferocious  Batou 
would  have  fwept  every  remains  of  national 
freedom  from  Novgorod,  if  his  prefence,  .per- 
haps, had  not  been  impatiently  required  by 
his  fovereign,  to  ftop  the  courfe  of  forae  do- 
meftic  rebellion. 

But  the  incalculable  fatigue,  and  the  pro« 
fudon  of  blood  which  it  coft  the  Tatars  to 
overcome  a  fmall  town,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  knew  the  value  of  their  liberties,  in- 
conteftibly  demonftrates,  that  had  Ruflia  only 
.  carried  on  her  operations  under  the  form  of 
a  national  confederacy,  (he  would  not  have 
deplored  that  mod  degrading  of  all  human 
evils,  the  lofs  of  liberty.  The  name  of  the 
city,  w^hich  aded  with  fuch  force  and  effedt, 
was  Kofelfk:  its  fituation  was  fo  obfcure, 
that  it  never  has  been  defcribed  by  any  geo- 
grapher. The  fcantinefs  of  our  information 
only  enables  us  to  obferve,  that  the  Tatars 
vifited  this  place  on  their  return. 

A  young  prince  prefided  in  this  confined 
feat  of  valour.  The  inhabitants,  though  few 
in  number,  were  ftrengihened  by  a  love  of 
glory,  and  by  an  intrepid  refolution,  the  only 
hopes  of  their  fafety.  Batou  employed  all 
his  forces,  all  his  art,  and  all  his  military 
engines,  and  yet  beheld,  with  indignation 
and  aftonifliment,  the  city  flill  afpiring  to  in- 

dependence^ 
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dtfpfcfidencc.  After  being  expofcd  to  a  li^ge 
of  feveu  weeks,  in  which  the  enemy  poured 
bn  them  their  fierceft  rage,  the  walls  were  at 
lail  crumbled  into  dufi ;  not  an  a£tion  could 
even  then  be  imputed  to  them  unworthy  of 
their  former  courage.  After  leaving  their 
wives,  infants,  and  old  men  amidfl:  the  fallen 
walls,  and  folemnly  fwearing,  with  one  voice^ 
to  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of  revenge,  in  the 
agonies  of  approaching  death,  they  alt  came 
forth  from  the  city,  deftroyed  the  machines 
of  the  befiegers,  mixed  themfelves  in  their 
ranks,  and  ftained  with  their  own  blood, 
and  the  blood  of  the  enemy,  bravely  re- 
ceived, Handing  and  fighting,  their  glorious 
death. 

The  pride  of  the  Tatars  could  not  be  elated 
by  this  long  contefted  vidory,  as  they  did 
not  become  mafters  .of  the  town  of  Kofelfk 
without  having  to  regret  the  lofs  of  four 
thoufand  men,  and  feveral  of  their  princes. 
On  entering  the  demoliftied  town,  they 
doomed  to  one  general  flaughter  the  whole 
female  race,  and  thofe  aged  citizens  whofe  in- 
ability to  carry  arms  has  hindered  them  frona 
being  compared  with  their  countrymen,  to 
the  brighteft  example  of  ancient  valour. 
1238.  When  their  rage  had  been  completely  glutted 
by  this  inhuman  carnage,  they  returned  along 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  to  their  chofen  re- 

fidencCs 
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fidence  in  the  country  of  the  ancient  Bul- 
garians. 


The  hurricane  which  pafled  over  RufSa^ 
was  not  confidered  by  its  princes,, as  the  pre* 
lude  of  a  more  dreadful  calamity,  but  only  as 
a  momentary  evil.     No  fooner,  therefore,  did 
Yaroflaf,  princie  of  Novgorod,  receive  intel- 
ligence of  the  retreat  of  the  Tatars,  than  with 
all    the    rafh    confidence    of  ambition,   he 
haftened  to  grafp  the  fallen  fceptre  of  his  ill* 
fated  brother ;  and,  in  the  mean  time  feated 
on  the  throne  of  Novgorod  his  fon  Alexander^ 
who  was  foon  to  a£l  a  confpicuous  charader 
in  this  turbulent  period.     When  arrived  at 
Vladimir,  which   had  felt  in  every  part  the 
cruelty  of  the  foe,  he  cleanfed  the  city  filled 
with  dead  bodies,  reftored  her  fmoking  edi- 
fices, and  recalled  her  fcattered  inhabitants) 
and,  as  if  the  ftate,  which  was  gradually  rifing 
from  her  allies,  had  been  already  opprefled  by 
\he  weight  of  her  immenfe  forces,  he  recom- 
mended that  fyftem  of  diftributing  appanages 
to  the  princes  of  his  blood,  a   fyftem  whictt 
leaves  in  its  various  ramifications  nothing  to 
counteradl  the  power  of  the  ariftocracy,  and 
renders  it  impoflible  for  the  fovereigo,  in  the 

day 


$6  HISTORY  OF  TttE 

day  of  misfortune  and  anarchy  to  a£l  tvitli 
vigour,  or  with  fuccefs. 

But  the  conduft  of  Yaroflaf,  in  this  im- 
portant crifis,  neither  difplayed  the  fagacit^ 
of  a  ftatefman,  or  the  generofity  of  a  'hero. 
His  next  adl  was  to  deliver  himfelf  up  to  the 
folly  of  revenge,  when  every  fenfe  of  that 
paflion  ought  to  have  been  loft  in  the  undi- 
vided and  laudable  purfuit  of  reftoring  the 
health  of  the  ftate.  A  petty  prince  had  pro- 
voked his  indignation  ;  his  troops,  yet  fmart- 
ing  with  the  wounds  of  the  Tatars,  Were 
called  on  to  wafte  their  returning  ftrength  ici 
following  this  enemy  to  Galitch,  where  Ya- 
roflaf  had  the  ignoble  fatisfadion  of  making 
him  and  his  wife  prifoners.  But  the  mo* 
taent  was  arrived  which  expcfed  to  him  all 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  late  calm. 

Ruflia  was  now  again  to  feel  the  fecond 
dreadful  fhock  of  Tatar  invafion.  The  im- 
petuous Batou,  who  grafped  at  the  conqueft 
of  all  Ruflia,  difpatched  an  army  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  part  of  this  unhappy  country.  Without 
a  blow,  Pereiaflalve  yielded  to  the  renowned 
name  of  the  Tatar.  Tchernigof,  after  ^ 
flight  refiftance,  was  delivered  up  to  fire  and 
Tword.  The  bifliop  of  this  town  had  beeii 
furprifed  and  captured.  But,  ftrange  to  relate, 
he  found  mercy  from  the  conquerors.  Ort 
all   occaflons   he  was  treated   with   marked 

refped. 
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rtfpe£t,  and  even  reftored  to  liberty  before 
they  revilited  their  country  *\    * 

Shortly  after  this  expedition^  Baton  dif-  1340; 
patched  Mangou  Khan  to  make  an  attempt 
on  Kief,  where  reigned  Mikhail^  a  prince^ 
whofe  condud  proved  him  to  be  ignorant  of 
the  (][ualities  of  a  fovereign  and  warrior. 
More  eager^  for  the  firft  time^  to  pofTefs,  than 
to  extirpate^  and  likewife  unprovided  with  a 
fufficient  number  to  ftorm  the  city^  he  invited 
the  prince  to  fubmiflion.  Inftead  of  profiting 
from  this  manifeft  indication  of  the  weaknefs 
of  the  enemy,  he  purfued  a  condudi:  pregnant 
with  guilt  and  cowardice.  By  his  command^ 
the  deputies  of  Mangou  were  aflailinated ; 
and  after  this  deed^  which  mud  feem  fo 
odious  to  a  civilized  age,  he  ignominioufly 
abandoned  his  city,  and  hid  his  head  in  Hun«^ 
gary  *\  Doubtlefs^  the  Ruifians  might  with 
juftice,  charge  their  conquerors  of  exhibiting 
in  their  condud  no  regard  to  the  principles 
of  clemency,  yet  they  might  equally  recrimi- 
nate on  this  occafion.  The  Tatars,  defeated 
in  the  hopes  of  punifliing  the  treachery  of  the 

*•  Lc  Cicrc,  tom.  li.  p.  9**,  ^8. 

**  Hiftoirc  gcncrale  dcs  Hiins,  torn.  lii.  Iit.  xt.  p.  95.  But 
thd  n^me  of  efpiom^  i^hich  M.  de  Gnignes  beftowg  on  thef« 
murdered  delegates  of  Man^tty  ill  accords  either  with  their 
rank  or  employVnent. 

H  pfince^ 
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prince,  could  only  appeafe  their  revenge  by  ac^ 
indifcriminate  plunder  of  the  country. 

It  is  a  (ingular  though  uninterefting  fpec- 
tacle,  to  behold  the  Ruffians,  when  they  no 
longer  trembled  under  the  laih  of  Tatar  op- 
preffion,  return  to  their  odious  and  fatal 
fcenes  of  contention.  The  moment  Mikhail 
had  deferted  his  capital,  a  prince  named 
Roftiflaf,  repaired  thither  to  profit  by  his  de- 
parture. But  he  was  foon  puflied  afide  by  a 
more  powerful  and  fagacious  rival,  who  con- 
trived to  take  poiTeflion  of  the  prize,  and  then 
difcfeetly  removed  his  perfon  from  the  place 
of  danger,  entrufting  the  government  of  his 
new  acquired  fpoil,  to  a  Namejlnick^  an  officer 
who  correfponds  in  rank  and  power  with  the 
lord  lieutenants  of  our  fovereign.- 

Could  the  city  of  Kief  have  been  preferved 
by  a  fmgle  hero,  it  would  have  been  preferved 
by  Demetrius,  for  fuch  was  the  name  of  the 
Nameftnick,  whofe  daring  valour  extorted 
even  the  admiration  of  the  enemy  itfelf. 
Baton  inflamed  by  the  recital  of  Mangou, 
came  in  perfon  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Kief. 
His  moil  ikilful  generals,  and  a  formidable 
army,  confident  in  its  own  ftrength,  attended 
his  deftruSive  footfteps  *^     Before  the  com* 

mencement 

♦'  John  dc  Planco  Carpini,  who  traverfed  the  country  of 
Kief,  fix  years  after  the  deiUu6live  vifit  of  Batouy  points  out 

to 
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meticement  ot  hk  oper^ltions,  he  offered  the 
inhabitants  th«  moft  favourable  terms  on  their 
forrenddf.  On  rcfufing  to  liften  to  his  over- 
tures^  he  formed  the  blockade  ;  and  direded 
hik  engines  againA  the  walls  on  all  fides.  A 
breach  Wa6  M  li^  made  by  the  indefatigable 
Tatars,  and  they  mounted  impetuoufly  to  the 
alTault,  The  befieged,  after  fuccefsfully  com- 
bating on  the  breach  the  whole  day,  raifed 
with  admirable  difpatch,  in  the  fecrecy  of 
night,  a  Wall  around  their  church  St.  Sophia  ; 
eneourkged  by  the  eredion  of  this  new  afy- 
lum,  they  flood  at  the  dawn  of  day  on  the 
breach,  Vigorous,  and  pdwerful. 

Demetrius,  by  his  fkill  and  courage,  in- 
rpired  his  countrymen  with  redoubled  forti- 
tude; and  Baton,  for  the  firfl  time,  beheld 
the  Ruffians  iuTinclble.  But  the  Ruffian 
commander  was  at  laft  obliged  to  retire,  from 
the  number  of  his  wounds^  and  on  his  retreat', 
the  forf  Ufle  of  the  Tatar  once  more  prevailed* 
The  citizen*,  no  longer  animated  by  his  pre- 
fence  to  the  hopes  of  conquefl  and  revenge, 
abandoned  tfie  breach,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
new  conflruded  intrenchment.     In  the  con* 

^— ; — .— ^ •• ^ : ^ i-U- 

to  ui  the  Aianf  {cattered  montiniients  left  by  this  ravaging 
bpnqueror  in  his  progrefs  to  the  devoted  capita]*  **  Innu-^ 
merabilia  capita*  et  oiTa  homtnnm  nfortuorixm  jacentia, 
faper  campam,  inveni^bamus."  Hackluyt's  Voyagesy  vol.  i< 
cap.  XV.  p.  44» 

H  2  fufioa 
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fofion  of  their  terror,  they  flocked  in  crowds 
to  the  roof  of  St.  Sophia ;  which,  unable  to 
fuftain  fo  great  weight,  foon  gave  way,  and 
proved  the  death  of  thofe  who  had  aflembled 
there  for  their  fafety,  and  likewife  broke  dowa 
a  part  of  the  new  wall.  Thus  the  Tatars 
became  makers  of  the  city,  and  in  the  fulnelk 
of  their  conqueft,  they  did  not  wUh  to  depart 
from  their  wonted  charader  of  cruelty.  But 
Batou,  aduated  by  more  political  principles, 
interpofed  his  authority,  proteded  the  inba« 
bitants,  for  the  firft  time,  from  the  maflacre 
of  his  followers,  and  fufifered  them  to  remain 
in  the  city^.  After  he  bad  committed  the' 
|urifdidion  of  this  place  to  his  lieutenants, 
he  then  befieged  and  fubdued  the  cities  of 
Galitch  and  Vladimir  of  Volynia. 

Baton  (hewed  himfelf  worthy  of  the  con* 
^ueft  of  Kief»  by  his  treatment  of  its  gallant 
defender.  He  addreflfed  himfelf  always  in  the 
flattering  language  of  refped,  and  exchanged 
the  name  of  captive,  for  the  more  honourable 
appellation  of  friend  ;  and,  if  we  may  credit 
the  report  of  thefe  times,  it  was  by  the  advice 
of  the  brave  Demetrius  (who  wiihed  to  avert 
the  havoc  of  their  arms  from  his  country- 
men) that  Batou  fpread  terror  and  defolation 

^  Thft  worils  of  Midioa  would  lead  us  to  fuppofcj  that 
tfaeib  barbarous  enemies  of  Ruffia  reduced  the  citj  to  afhes. 
lLiQw/utt£tus  deleverunt,  chap.  it. 

through* 
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throughout  the  kingdoms  of  Hungary  and 
Poland**. 

.  It  18  the  common  lot  of  nations,  and  of  iti* 
dividuals,  when  their  power  is  nearly  broken, 
to  behold  a  crowd  of  enemies  fiart  up  with 
eagernels  to  feize  the  fcanty  remnant  of  tbeir 
poflfefGoDs.  To  this  (late  of  infelicity  and 
degradation  the  Ruffians  were  reduced  by  the 
irtvafioQ  of  the  Tatars ;  all  their  neighbour* 
preflfed  forward  to  enrich  themfelves  from 
their  difallers*  The  Lithuanians  firft  affaulted 
Smolen&J  But  a  complete  overthrow  from 
the  hands  of  Yaroflaf,  was  the  penalty  of  this 
raihnefs.  Their  defeat  however  did  not  check 
the  ambition  of  other  nations,  fuperiors  to 
them  in  numbers  and  refources ;  but  the  pro^ 
fyeGt  of  their  baneful  growth,  was  at  laft* 
entirely  darkened  by  the  fplendid  achieve- 
ments of  Alexander,  prince  of  Novgorod,  and 
Ion  of  the  fovereign  of  Vladimir. 

In  the  twelfth  century  **,  fome  merchants 
of  Bremen^  bound  to  Wifby  in  the  ifle  of  ^ 
Gothland,  became  known  to  Tfchude,  or  to 
thofe  provinces  which  we  now  comprehend 
under  the  name  of  Livonia  and  Eftonia,  by  a 
furious  tempeft,  which  drove  their  veflels  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Dwina.    Received  at  firft  by 

♦'  Le  Clerc,  torn.  il.  p.  99, 100. 

**  Coxe's  Northern  Tour,  fifth   edition,  vol.  11    p-  23^« 
S^^  aUb  Lucombe  Hldoi^  4e  RufHei  pra5. 
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the  natives  as  enemies^  they  however  gaiibed 
their  efteem^  and  opened  with  them  a  beQcfir 
cial  traffic.  The  profits  they  derived  from 
this  commercial  iotercourie  i(ooQ  e^^ched  tho 
attention  of  other  merchants,  of  their  Q4tioi^ 
who  made  fome  inconfiderable  eflablifhrnentft 
along  the  borders  of  the  Dwina;  aad  thiq 
fpirit  of  mercantile  eoterprife  was  imbibed  by 
a  cionfiderable  number  of  German  families* 

Not  long  after  this  fettlemeot,  a  band  of 
knights  was  inftituted  fof  the  propagation  of 
the  faith  in  thefe  pagan  provinces,  and  in  tho 
end,  had  the  diftinguifhed  honour  of  being 
incorporated  in  the  Teutonic  order,  as  a  re^ 
ward  for  their  important  fervioes.  The  crofs 
and  fword  were  the  diftindive  fign  of  thio 
order,  from  whence  they  took  th^  nam^  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Sword  *'.  Thefe  martial 
apoftles  did  not  rdax  from  their  holy  war- 
fare, until  they  had  effedkually  rendered 
.  themfelves  matters  of  the  country,  and  im- 
parted to  the  inhabitants  chriftianity  and  fer« 
vitude.    . 

Thus,  being  more  intent  on  temporal  than 
ipiritual  advantages,  they  were  impatient  to 

^7  "  Accipe  hunc  enfcm  pugnaturus  pro  Deo,  pro  reli- 
giQUCi  &  pro  DomiciJio  Mariae,"  were  the  words  repeated 
to  the  candidaCt  ia  his  admiflioQ  to  this  facred  order.  See 
Motray's  Travels.  Lond.  1732.  p.  46.  And  if  wc  look 
into  the  hiftory  of  their  order,  it  will  be  found,  no  mandate 
could  have  been  moire  agrceabie  to. their  wjQics.     . 

fall 
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fall  on  the  finking  ftate  of  Ruffia,  To  carry 
into  execution  this  defign,  they  demanded 
-  fuccours  from  the  King  of  Denmark ;  and 
the  Ruffians  pretend,  that  the  King  of  Sweden 
came  in  perfon  with  his  powers ;  but  it  would 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  fubftance  of  truth^ . 
had  they  affirmed,  that  this  army  was  con^ 
du£ted  by  Birger,  brother-in-law  to  the  Swe* 
difli  monarch.  Arrived  at  the  frontiers,  he 
fent  propofals  to  the  prince  of  Novgorod  and 
the  citizens,  to  fubmit  to  his  fway.  The  an** 
fwer  of  Alexander  to  the  deputies  of  the 
Swede,  difplayed  his  full  determination  to 
ftem  the  rifing  torrent  of  their  oppreffion. 
At  the  head  of  his  faithful  Novgorodians, 
who  alone  adhered  to  him  on  this  day  of 
honour,  he  advanced  to  meet  them  with  an 
inferior  force,  but  balancing  this  defedt  by 
fupcrior  courage. 

The  two  armies  encountered  each  other  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  famous  Neva,  near  to  the 
place  where  Ihe  pours  her  waters  into  the 
Gulph  of  Finland.  Without  repeating  the 
uniform  tale  of  devaftation,  it  is  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  the  dexterity. and  valour  of  the 
prince  gained  a  decifive  victory  *\.  while  his 

grateful 

**  Though  the  partialit5'of  Pnffendorf  will  not  fuifferhim 
to  fpeak  of  this  viclory,  yet  he  does  not  diflemble  the  terror 
which  the  Ruffians  iiifpircd  to  the  Swedes  ;  and  we  learn 
from  the  fame  fource,  that  Birger  Jed,  who  afterwards 

H  4  achieved 
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grateful  countrymen  honoured  him  with  the 
appellation  of  Nevifki,  in  commemoration  of 
this  glorious  adion.  But  the  claims  of  Alex* 
ander  to  the  'public  gratitude  were  foon  fet 
afide  by  his  arrogance.  And  if  this  local  op^ 
predion  had  been  healed  by  his  fword,  he 
invalidated  all  pretenfions  to  the  title  of 
the  Benefadlor  of  his  country,  by  his  open 
invafion  of  its  liberties*  By  which  means 
the  harmony  between  love  and  obedience 
was  no  longer  maintained,  and  the  cold  dif- 
like  of  the  people  was  at  laft  fucceeded  by 
the  moft  marked  difgufl.  Unable  to  bear 
any  longer  their  hatred,  he  quitted  the  city, 
and  eftabliibed  his  refidence  near  his  father  at 
Vladimir. 

But  foon  after  his  departure,  an  event  oc-;- 
curred  which  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 
convincing  the  citizens  of  Novgorod  that  he 
had  the  magnanimity  of  mind  to  prefer  the 
glory  of  again  delivering  the  republic,  to  the 
indulgence  of  his  revenge.  The  gfandfon  of 
one  Yaoraflaf  Vladimirovitz,  who  obeyed 
the  didates  of  a  wild  ambition,  conceived 
that  he  was  entitled  to  the  fame  exercife  of 
power  which  his  grandfather  had  maintained 
in  the  republic  of  Novgorod  j  and,  to  fupport 


a^hlcvcil  the  conqueft  of  Finland,  erciScd  a  ftrong  fcrtrcfs, 
ii\  I'l'.it:  cvvantry  to  flop  their  incurfions.  HiA.  dc  I'Europe, 
u:ii.  li:.  p.  S7,  88.  Ama.  1710. 
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his  pretenfions,  fummoned  to  his  aid  the  via* 
didive  Germans. 

By  them  he  fcattered  defolation  throughout  1241, 
the  kingdom  of  Novgorod,  feized  on  Plefkof  by 
private  treachery,  and  infufed  fuch  a  terror  into 
the  braveft  of  theNovgorodians^that  they  were 
obliged  to  folicit  the  return  of  the  injured 
Alexander.  Their  petitions,  and  the  order  of 
his  father,  brought  the  valiant  prince  agaia 
to  defend  their  caufe,  and  fortune  once  more 
enlifted  herfelf  under  his  banners.  The  Ger** 
mans  were  vanquifhed,  the  town  which  they 
had  juft  built  to  become  the  key  to  the  re<- 
public,  razed  to  the  ground,  and  Pleijcof  re* 
taken,  and  placed  under  the  protedion  of, 
Novgorod.  The  clemency  of  the  vidor  was 
extended  only  to  the  Germans,  while  the 
fentence  of  death  awaited  all  the  Tfchudes 
who  fell  into  his  hands.  It  is  true,  that  the 
charader  of  thefe  ancient  inhabitants  of  Li- 
vonia was  tarniflied  by  the  two  hateful  crimes 
pf  treachery  and  perfecution  towards  Nov- 
gorod ;  but  their  want  of  virtue  is  but  a  poor 
juftification  for  his  cruelty* 

The  rapacious  knights  of  Livonia  once  i2j.3. 
more  unfurled  their  confecrared  banners, 
confident  of  victory,  from  the  advantages  of 
number ;  but  they  only  took  the  field  to  en- 
large the  warlike  renown  of  Alexander.  The 
rpftitutiou  of  the  whole  country  which  they 

had 
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had  ufurped  in  their  abufe  of  the  Chriflian 
religion,  was  the  refult  of  this  important 
viaory,  while  the  Lithuanians,  who  firft 
fought  to  reap  a  fruitful  harveft  in  the  dift 
orders  of  his  country,  did  not  efcape  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  their  injuftice. 

During  thefe  ineffedual  entcrprifes  againft 
Novgorod,  the  principality  of  Vladimir  be- 
gan to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  peace  j   but 
Batou  foon  taught  them  how  vain  it  was  to 
cxpedt  its  continuance.     After  an  abfence  of 
three   years,  in    which   time  the   irreiiftible 
Tatar  had  made  deftrudlive  incurfions  into 
Poland,  and  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Germany ; 
deftroyed  the  cities  of  Cracow  and  Lublin; 
vifited  the  fhores  of  the  Baltic ;  and  in  the 
memorable  and   bloody  battle   of   Leignitz, 
overcame  the  Dukes  of  Silefia,  the  Polilh  Pa- 
latines, and  the  great  matter  of  the  Teutonic 
order,  and  filled  nine  facks  with  the  ears  of  the 
ilaughtered  Chriftians*^;  he  then  fummoned 
Yaroflaf  to  the  horde   to  (Jo  homage  as  his 
vaflal.     The  timid  monarch,  accompanied  by 
his  fon  Conftantine,  fet  off  with  fpeed  to  obey 
his  commands,  as  he  well  knew,  that  the  lead 

♦^**  Tantus  autemco  pr£i!!lio  interftdoriim  Chriftianorum 
numerus  fuit,  ut fmgulh Jin^ulit  auricula  a  Tartarls prac'ipt ,  no* 
vcm  ingerUesfaccos  exp'erent*^*  Cromer,  lib.  viL  p.  215.  De 
Rebus  Polonorum,  Neugebaacr  Solomon,  in  his  Hidoria 
Rerum  Polonicarum,  has  likewife  drawn  a  very  full  and 
impreffive  pidlure  of  the  battle  of  Leignitz.  Franc.  iCii, 
in  fol.  lib.  iii.  p.  1419  142. 

delay 
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d^lay  to  this  inCuIting  mandate,  would-  fatn 
£ciibe  his  own  fentence  of  death* 

The  Khan  of  Kaptchak^  iatt&jfied  with  his  124}. 
Aibnuflion,  received  him  with  the  honours 
due  to  his  rapk,  apparently  recognized  hia 
fovereignty  ovQr  Ruffia,  and  content  with  his 
profered  gifts,  difmifled  this  pageant  of 
royalty  to  bis  eftatee,  without  exacling  any 
other  tribute;  while  his  fon  Conftantine 
purfued  his  way  by  the  orders  of  Batou,  to 
perform  a  firailar  homage  at  the  great  horde 
of  the  Mongols. 

But  after  the  death  of  Baton,  who  finiflied 
his  vidborious  career  iu  his  magnificent  palace 
of  Serdi,  his  brother,  Bourgai,  or  Biraki, 
having  obtained  from  the  great  khan  the  in- 
veftiture  of  Daflitc  Kaptchak,.  difpatchcd  of- 
ficers into  Ruffia  to  number  Sufdal,  Mourom,  ^^l^ 
and  Riazan,  and  the  other  principalities  of  the 
empire,  in  order  to  impofe  a  general  tribute 
on  the  inhabitants,  for  the  permiffion  of 
breathing  their  native  air.  A  principal  officer, 
with  the  title  of  Bafnaky  was  placed  in  thq 
different  principalities  to  gather  the  taxes,  to 
watch  over  the  interefts  of  the  conqueror,  and 
to  awe  the  difafFefted. 

After  this  memorable  import,  which  has 
fo  deeply  aflfedled  the  general  liberty  and  in- 
dependence of  Ruffia,  the  grand  princes  on  the 
death  of  their  fathers,  acknowledged,  on  their 

bended 
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bended  knees,  that  all  titles  to  their  fiefg 
flowed  from  the  khan  of  the  great,  or  golden 
horde '%  as  the  only  fountain  of  honour ;  nor 
could  their  confeflions  be  called  figurative  or 
faiUacious,  for  the  frown  of  thefe  defpots  was 
the  harbinger  of  death,  and  their  fmiles  the 
funfhine  of  fortune. 

We  have  now  followed,  in  regular  fac- 
ceffion,  the  adions  of  thefe  fcourges  of  man-> 
kind,  to  the  period  when  they  completely 
affixed  the  (lamp  of  flavery  on  the  neck  of 
Ruffia  '\  But  we  fhall  fpare  the  reader  the 
perufal  of  thofe  uniform  ads  of  rapine,  cru- 
elty, and  caprice,  which  marked  their  long 
dominion,  and  pafs  on  to  the  more  interefting 


'°  It  received  this  appellation  firom  the  fuperiorma^ifi- 
cence  of  the  ELhan's  tent*  or  Kibitika.  But  we  read  in  the 
travels  of  Carpin  and  Rubruquis^  that  it  was  fo  denOmi  - 
nated»  becaufe  the  Khan  of  China  made  a  prefent  to  Zingis 
Khan  of  a  rich  tent,  entirely  covered  with  gold.  The 
Ruffians»  however,  gave  the  name  of  the  golden  horde,  not 
only  to  the  court  of  the  Khan^  but  alfo  to  his  whole  terricory- 
aloDg  the  Volga.  See  a  note  of  Mr.  Tooke,  in  his  fecoud 
volume  of  the  Hiftory  of  Rufiia,  vol.  ii.  p.  251. 

*■  In  the  following  fentence,  the  reader  may  difcem  the 
<)epth  of  RufS^n  fervitudcs  and  the  height  of  Tatar  defpo* 
tifni :  "  Legatifque  Tatarorum  urbem,  intranribus  Duces; 
Mofcovitici  lac  cquinum  &  avenam,  peditcs  ferre  obviam* 
titulum  Chami  jBexis  aufcultare  genibns,  fi  quid  )u6tis  in 
jubam  equi,  ex  phiala  defluercr,  id  lambendo  ahfiergtrty*  &c« 
Pe  Rebus  Mofcoviticisji  lib,  i  p.  55.— See  alfo  Cromerj 
lib.  xxix.  p«  64J. 

relation 
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rdadon  of  the  downfall  of  their  power,  which 

ma^  jufty  be  faid  to  have  been  efie£ked  by 

I         a  fingle  leader,  who  infuTed  into  the  torpid 

.    bodies  of  his  countrymen  the  fpirit  of  courage 

and  revenge. 
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The  happy  Confequences  of  the  firft  fyjiematic  Attempt  of 
Ruffta  to  deliver  herfelf  from  the  Tyranny  of  the  Tatars 
in  the  Reign  of  Ivan  IlL  Vajfilievltx. 

1462.  Jl  he  hero  who  arofe  to  revive  the  finking 
name  of  Ruffia,  and  to  eftablifli  his  autho- 
rity over  the  circumjacent  tribes,  was  Ivan 
Vaffilievitz,  But  in.  tracing  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  his  fuccefs,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  give  a  rapid  defcription  of  the  in* 
ternal  condition  of  Ruflia,  before  he  afpired 
to  fubvert  the  power  of  the  tremendous 
khans* 

When  this  renowned  prince  afcended  the 
dependent  thrpne  of  Ruffia,  he  caft  a  reflefl:- 
ing  view  on  the  furface  of  affairs,  and  beheld 
the  afpeft  of  a&ual  circumftances  uncom- 
monly propitious  to  his  great  and  arduous 
proje£t\     From  a  combination  of  ordinary 

■  Tluianus,  in  his  greaf  work  Hiftoria  fui  Tcmporis,  Par. 
1604,  Lib.  XV.  p.  550,  and  Milton,  in  hw  brief  Hiftory  of 
Mofcovia,  and  many  other  writers,  very  ibipropcHy  afcribe 
^he  breaking  of  the  Tatar  chain  to  the  fpiritcd  perfuafions  of 
his  wife  Sophia,  daughter  of  tlie  Greek  Emperor  Palxo* 
logus.  Sec  his  Hiftorical,  Political,  aQd  Mifcellaneou& 
Works,  Lond.  i663,  p.  828. 

and 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  Hi 

and  cafual  events,  the  power  of  the  grand 
prince,  at  this  memorable  period,  was  en- 
larged beyond  the  narrow'  circle  of  his  pre- 
deceflfors.  The  greater  part  of  thofe  appanages, 
which  had  been  fucceffively  difpoliated  from 
their  fway,  had  now  reverted  to  their  original 
generation.  Many  families  of  the  feudatory 
princes  were  extindl,  others  faw  their  heredi- 
tary rights  plucked  from  their  gra(p  by  the 
hand  of  wanton  oppreffion,  whilft  the  reft 
loft  or  were  curtailed  of  their  political  con- 
fequence  in  the  cpnftant  hoftility  of  oppo- 
fition. 

Thus  progreffively  mouldered  away  the 
unweildy  and  ill-according  pillars  of  the  few- 
dal  conftitution.  To  ereft  therefore  on  their 
ruins,  a  flourifhing  ftate,  required  the  undi- 
vided attention  of  a  man,  gifted  alike  with 
originality  of  thought  and  intrepidity  of  ac- 
tion ;  and  fuch  an  authoritative,  overbearing, 
difcerning,  and  undaunted  genius,  appeared 
in  Ivan  Vaflilievitz  *. 

From  nature  we  inherit  that  curiofity 
which  is  feen,  in  all  ages,  to  operate  fo  power- 
fully on  the  human  mind,  and  which  ever 
leads  us  to  inveftigate  the  infancy,  education, 
and  charaO:er  of  men,  whofe  names  have ' 
been  celebrated  for  the  great  events  and  be- 

*  *«  11  ent,"  fays  the  forcible  Lacombe,  "  jes  qualltes  qui 
font  les  conqueransy  un  genie  zQtif,  une  ame  intrepidc,  un 
corps  indefatigable.'*    Hiftoirc  de  RuiEe,  p.  3a. 

neficial 
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neficial  changes  produced  by  tfaeir  achieve<>» 
inents.  The  confufion  of  the  times  has  call 
but  a  dim  light  upon  the  two  fifft  in  the  hiC* 
tory  of  Ivan,  whilft  his  adiions  form  the 
trueft  and  noblcft  commentary  on  his  cha« 
rader.  At  the  age  of  thrce-and-t:wentyi 
when  the  fruit  of  manhood  begins  to  ripen 
into  the  moft  valuable  perfedion,  this  wife 
and  fpirited  prince  firft  drew  the  outlines  of 
that  grand  defign  which  was  to  ftop  the  defo- 
lating  iucurfions  of  the  furrounding  hordes^ 
and  to  immortalize  his  nafne  in  the  annals  of 
his  country, 
j^g-  '  The  kingdom  of  Kazan  firft  attraded 
his  warlike  notice,  from  motives  of  policy 
and  filial  tendernefs ;  bordering  upon  Eaft* 
crn  Ruflia,  and  mafter  of  the  mighty  Volga^ 
with  impunity  this  formidable  country  could 
pour  her  impetuous  Tatars  into  the  very 
heart  of  his  empire,  whenever  fhe  chofe 
to  obey  the  calls  of  caprice  or  revenge. 
While  the  private  feelings  of  the  fon  prompted 
him  to  wa(h  off  the  difgrace  and  to  punilh 
the  treatment  of  his  parent,  whom  the  fickle^  . 
nefs  of  fortune  had  conduded  to  th^s  devoted 
territory,  in  the  humiliating  ftate  of  a  pri^ 
foner ;  his  fafety,  his  intereft,  his  vengeancei 

*  We  are  ftill  ibiely  indebted  to  tlie  elabofatc  refearches 
of  Levefque  and  Le  Clerc»  who  bold  the  torch  of  truth 
to  guide  us  in  our  dark  and  perilous  way* 

4.  his 
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his  glory,  all  ftimulated  him'  therefore  to  an- 
nihilate the  ftrength  of  Kazan. 

It  is  a  trite  though  juft  remark,  that  in- 
juries tend  to  incrcafe  our  exertions.  The 
efficacy  of  this  principle  feems  to  have  been 
felt  by  the  politic  Ivan,  when  he  entrufted 
the  command  of  his  forces  to  the  Tatar  prince 
Kailim  \  This  prince,  with  his  brother 
Yakub,  had  fled  to  the  Ruffian  court,  when 
his  elded  brother  Mamotiack  had  mounted 
the  throne  of  Kazan*,  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  his  father.  It  was  natural  for  Ivan  to 
think  that  his  warmth  of  refentment  made 
him  the  fitteft  perfon  to  promote  his  defigns 
of  overthrowing  Ibrahim,  the  fon  of  Mamo- 
tiack, and  the  heir  of  his  power,  though  not 
of  his  crimes.  ^ 

But  this  expedition,  which  had  been  formed  1468. 
on  fuch  well  grounded  expediationsof  fuccefs, 
was  produdive  only  of  mifery  and  diftrefs. 
Their  horfes  perifhed  by  the.intenfe  fe verity  of 
the  weather,  and  the  Ruffian  foldiers  were 
reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  want,  that  their 
efforts  were  unavailing  to  abftain  from  meat 
in  Lent.  '  Neverthelefs,  the  extreme  rigour 
of  the  winter  did  not  jprevent  another  army 

♦  Levefqiie,  tom.  11.  p.  Ji8,  319,  320,  321.    Lc  Clerc, 
tom.  1i.  p.  229,  230. 

*  Even  Jn  that  accnrate  and  impartial  hiftorian  Her- 
^fteint  can  be  ob&rred  a  confufion  and  obfcnrity  In  dates. 
names,  an4  perrons,  when  be  records  the  events  of  thefc 
times.  ' 

I  from 
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from  profecuting  with  vigour  and  fuccefs,  in 
the  couDtry  of  the  TchereiBlfles,  a  people 
iubjed  to  the  power  of  Kazan,  the  (hare  of 
the  bloody  work  that  had  been  allotted  to 
them.     In  the  cold  bleak  month  of  January, 
they  fearlefdy  plunged  through  the  thlckeft 
recefles  of  tfaofe  forefts,  whofe  intricate  paths 
bad  neyer  before  been  acceflible  to  the  moft 
adventurous  footfteps.    But  their  cruelty  tar-* 
niflied  the  fame  of  this  daring  enterprize; 
they  butchered,  they  doomed  to  the  flames, 
men,  women,  and  children ;  they  deftroyed 
their  cabins,  cattle,   and  forefts.     They  la- 
boured to  efface  every  mark  which  might 
denote  the  exiftence  of  the  former  inhabi- 
tants. 
1470.        '^h^d  ^^^  branched    out    into  two  cam<* 
paigns.  ^  In  the  laft,  to  animate  the  foldiers, 
Ivan  bellowed  the  chief   command  of  the 
armies  on  his  brothers,  Andrew  and  Boris. 
A  numerous  cavalry  followed  their  march« 
while    the    infantry   proceeded    down   the 
Volga  in  their  flender  barks.    When  all  were 
aflembled,  they  formed  the  important  iiege 
of  Kazan.    The  Tatars  firft  drew  their  fwords 
with  the  reiblution   to  conquer  or  to  die. 
In  a  furious  fally,  they  difplayed  their  wonted 
aAs  of  {kill  and  courage.     But  after  main- 
taining a  moft  obftinate  and  bloody  confltA 
under  the  walls,  they  were  at  laft  repulfed  by 
the  patient  firmnefs  of  the  Rufiians.    The 

city 
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cttj  wts  then  ioircfi^  oa  all  parts.  The  %e- 
iicged,  cut  off  from  the  Aipply  of  water  by 
the  vtgib&oe  of  the  foe,  and  prefled  by  an  ac^ 
cumulation  of  wantSi  couid  no  longer  tveft 
fhe&teof  Kazan.  Ibrahim  was  compelled 
to  fupplicate  for  peace ;  and,  in  the  anguifli 
of  his  heart,  acknowledged  himidf  the  raflal 
and  tributary  of  the  great  prince.  He  had 
the  happineffi  of  not  long  furviving^  his  fallen 
fiate.  Thus  fell  the  proud  ftreogth  of  Kazan* 
Its  redudion  is  memorable^  as  it  opened  the 
iiril  profpedl  to  Tatar  emancipation. 

A  frefli  incident  prefented  itfelf,  which  was 
felzed  with  eager  avidity  by  Ivan,  to  enlarge 
the  fphere  of  bis  dignity  and  influence.  The 
^archbifiiop  of  Novgorod  died  in  the  year 
fourteen  hundred  and  feventy.  The  citizens, 
according  to  an  eftabliihed  cuftom,  proceeded 
to  dedde  by  lots  the  eie^ion  of  his  fucoeflbr, 
and  fortune  £ivoured  the  herpes  of  the  Monk 
The(^hilus.  Ivan  was  folicited  to.conBrm 
thdr  choice,  and  to  permit  the  new  prelate  to 
receive  at  Mofcow  the  confecration  of  the 
Mctrc^Utan.  The  prince  received  their  em« 
bafly  in  the  moft  favourable  manner,  and  af« 
ftured  the  deputies,  that  he  fhoukl  ever  feel  a 
pleafiire  in  (hewing  ads  of  kindnefs  to  the  re* 
public,  which  he  regarded  as  his  patrimony^ 

*  Lerefquc^  torn.  ii.  p.  Si2>  323, 324.   Le  Clerc«  torn. ii. 

P-23«>^3*« 
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Perhaps  the  overftraining  temper  of  fufpi- 
cxon  would  infinuate,  that  this  word  patri- 
mony did  but  ill  affimilate  with  the  hereditary 
right  of  protediOn,  which  the  republic  fo 
freely  beftowcd  upon  him,  and  of  which  fhe 
could  diveft  him  without  incurring  the  impu- 
tation of  rebellion.  But  that  expreffioh  to  the 
deputies  was  unfortunately  ftretched  beyond 
the  meafure  of  its  real  import,  by  thofe  fac- 
tious fpirits  who  fighed  in  the  inadlivity  of 
peace,  and  longed  to  renew  their  former 
fcenes  of  civil  bloodftied.  For  the  irrepa- 
rable misfortune  of  the  republic,  it  reckoned 
among  her  inhabitants,  a  woman  of  the 
name  of  Marpha,  of  boundlefs  ambition,  of 
uncommon  capacity,  and  {killed  in  the  dif- 
ficult art  of  forming  a  party,  and  ruling 
over  it  with  uncontrolled  authority.  She 
was  the  widow  of  a  Pofadnik,  or  Governor, 
named  Ifaac  Boretfkoi,  who  had  greatly  dif- 
tinguifliicd  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of  h?s 
fundions.  The  fruits  of  their  marriage 
were  feveral  fons,  in  all  of  whom  were 
ftrongly  portrayed  the  maternal  features  of 
craft  and  enterprize.  To  give  a  ftability  and 
importance  to  her  party,  this  afpiring  female 
attached  to  her  interefts  a  monk  named  Pimin^ 
who,  under  the  garb  of  immaculate,  piety, 
contrived  to  fow  the  feeds  of  difcord  among 
the  people 

The 
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Thepaffloh  of  love  tningled  itfelf  in  this 
intrigue  of  ambition  ;  Marpha  was  enamoured 
i^ith  a  Lithuanian  nobleman,  and^  to  enhance 
the  value  of  her  affe£tion,  (he  purpofed  to 
deliver  the  republic  into  the  hands  of  the 
King  of  Poland)  and  to  reign  with  this  new 
obje(3:  of  her  attfichment  in  the  name  of  the 
prince ;  while  fclf-intereft  enticed  the  monk 
tOQverieap  the  bounds  of  caution  ;  the  arch- 
biffaop  x)f  Novgorod,  and  the  eftablilhment 
of  the  Laiin !  church,  to  which  he  was 
united,  were  the  propofed  rewards  of  his  ex- 
ertions« 

^  Thus,  while  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the 
grand  prince  had  inllilied  the  principles  of 
gratitude  in  the  minds  of  the  more  prudent 
citizens,  the  fpirit  of  difcofd  went  forth  by 
the  feditious  harangues  of  Mai'pha,  her  fons,  ' 

*nd  partizans.  They  proclaimed  the  fliame 
of  the  republic,  in  fubmitting  herfelf  to  Ivan ; 
they  boldly  declared,  that  the  ftate  had  too 
long  tolerated  the  authoritative  ads  of  the 
foverelgns  of  Mofcow ;  that  Novgorod  was 
free ;  and  that,  to  maintain  her  freedom,  (he 
ought  to  look  around  for  the  aid  of  fome 
power  capable  of  preventing  the  mifchief 
arifing  from  their  ambition.  This  inflam- 
matory difcourfe  terminated  in  the  afTertion^ 
thstf  it  was  far  better  to  throw  themfelvea 
into  the  arms  of  Gaflimir  king  of  Poland^  than 
1 3  to 
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to  ackaowle^gc  the  domioJloQ  of  the  Ruffian 
prince. 

The  chiefs  of  the  rebeUloo  ^  eafily  fooDd 
mct%^  who  could  doc  withftand  the  allure* 
ments  of  gold.  When  the  price  of  their 
guilt  was  fettled,  thejr  rnfhed  in  a  body  to  the 
market-place^  founded  the  great  bell  of  the 
aflembly,  which  was  revered  as  the  pledge  of 
liberty  and  the  palladium  of  the  city,  UkS 
cried  out  tumukuoufly,  that  they  {hovld:  fab« 
mil  themfelves  to  the  king  of  Poland.  Thofe 
citizens  who  perceived  the  fatal  tendency  eS 
their  defigns,  raifed  their  voices  in  favour  of 
I  van » but  a  (hower  of  ftones  from  the  advcrfe 
party,  prefently  filenced  iheir  voeifetft^ooa. 

Such  omrages^  however,  did  net  weakea 
tbt  courage  of  the  patriotic  citizens  }  all  who^ 
were  venerable  by  their  age^  wiidocn^  and 
virtuei  accompanied  by  the  officers  of  tha 
ftatey  appeared  in  public,  to  exhort  the  fac« 
tiotts  to  the  return  of  their  duty.  With  much 
dexterity  and  force  of  argument,  they  labonreil 
lo  awaken  the  ancient  horrors  w^h  the  RuP« 
fians  had  invariably  eonceived  for  the  LaliQ 
ctmrch  ;  the  eftabliflimeQt  of  which  they  fore* 
faw  would  be  the  end  of  their  mutinous  per- 
ieveraifecei  But  ao  efforts,  however  prompt 
or  judiciousi  could  bend  them  to  obedience. 
Tbey  di(patched  amba£bdors  to  the  ktug^of 

^  Levefi^ae,  torn.  ii.  p.  3251  3  25. 

Poland 
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Poland  with  rich  prefents,  and  with  the  offer 
of  putting  themfelves  under  his  power. 

The  grand  prince,  apprized  of  the  events  147 1. 
tN'bich  difturbed  the  peace  of  Novgorod, 
declined  all  hoftile  declarations,  before  he 
bad  tried  the  influence  of  negociation.  But 
tlus  mode  of  proceeding  was  produdiye  o£ 
no  beneficial  confequence.  The  propofitiona 
of  his  ambaffadors  were  reje£led  with  con^ 
tempt,  as  they  raihly  confiJered  them  to  be 
the  efie£ts  of  weaknefs,  fear,  and  irrefolution* 

When  Ivan  perceived  that  his  pacific  over- 
tures were  anfwered  with  the  language  of 
difrefpedi,  he  then  determined  that  the  fword 
of  war  ihould  check  their  fpreading  diflen- 
fions.  And  to  convince  the  confpirators, 
that  his  warlike  intentions  would  not  evapo* 
rate  into  idle  menaces,  he  raifed  three  armies, 
one  of  which  was  honoured  by  the  royal  prc- 
fence,  that  entered  the  territories  of  this  dif- 
tradted  republic  on  three  different  fides.  It  - 
would  have  been  impojQible,  perhaps,  for  Ivan: 
to  humble  the  power  of  Novgorod  during 
the  fummer  ;  but  this  year  there  fell  little 
rain,  and  the  conftant  heat  dried  up  the 
marlhes  which  ferved  as  ramparts  to  the  Nov- 
gorodian  ftate.  The  prfnce  Kholmikot  headed 
one  part  of  Ivan's  forces ;  and  he  merited  the 
favour  of  his  royal  mafter,  by  carrying  defo- 
lation  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  the  lake  Ilmen. 

1 4  To 
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To  (lop  his  triumphant  progrcfs,  the  cavalry 
of  the  Novgorodians,  amounting  to  thirty 
thoufafid  men,  advanced  againfl  him.  In  the 
firft  battle,  the  fuccefs  of  Kholmlkoi  intimi- 
dated their  boldnefs ;  and  in  the  fecond,  in 
which  the  Novgorodians  had  left  on  the  field 
of  battle  two  thoufaud  of  their  braveft  fol- 
diers;  and  in  which  two  thoufand  more 
might  have  repeated,  with  a  feeling  certainty, 
the  fentence  of  the  immortal  Homer,  that  the 
day  which  makes  a  man  a  flave,  takes  away 
one  half  of  his  manly  virtue ;  the  Ruffian 
prince  ftood  on  all  fides  vidorious.  Nor  did 
Che  rage  of  Kholmfkoi  fubfide  until  the  havoc 
of  war  was  felt  on  the  borders  of  the  Neva, 
and  the  frontiers  of  Sweden.  Among  the 
fpoils  of  the  conquerors,  was  found  the  copy 
of  a  treaty,  by  which  the  Novgorodians  of- 
fered to  furrender  their  deareft  privileges  to 
CafTnnir.  The  eldcft  fon  of  Marpha  was 
taken  prifoner,  and  received  the  juft  reward 
of  his  crimes,  with  feveral  other  principal 
confpirators.  The  reft  were  difperfed  into 
diflerent  exiles'. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  Ivan,  in  ex- 
tending the  circle  of  his  dominion,  negle£ted 
the  feizure  of  other  acquifitions,  which  were 
of  lefs  fiippery  and  peri(hable  nature  than  the 
wreath  of  glory.     Equally  the  votary  of  am- 

'  Lcvcfquci  tom.ii.  p.  327.     LeClerCftom.  ii.p.  234. 
2  bitiuQ 
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bition  and  avarice,  he  procured  from  tfae- 
timid  and  impotent  Novgorodiane,  an  uncon- 
dirionil  acknowledgment  of  his  rights,  and 
then  the  tale  of  truth  or  calumny  declares, 
that  his  coffers  were  enriched  with  three  hun- 
dred care  loads  of  gold  and  filver*.  Soon  after 
his  departure  from  the  city,  fome  of  the  Nov* 
gorodians  once  more  openly  afpired  to  free- 
dom,  under  the  fhield  of  Poland,  but  even 
this  protedion  could  not  favc  them  from  de- 
gradation and  confinement. 

To  take  vengeance  atonce  of  their  rebellious  1475, 
proceedings,  and  to  hinder  them  from  form- 
ing a  fccond  time  any  combination  injurious 
to  his  authority,  he  aboliOied  their  popular 
aiTemhlies,  removed  to  iMofcow  the  vetcbevoi* 
kolokol^  or  great  bell,  which  fummoned  them 
to  all  matters  of  high  import,  whether  of  war 
or  peace,  liberty  or  commerce,  civil  or  do- 
mellic  tumult  ;  abrogated  the  privileges  of 
the  city  ;  conveyed  fifty  of  the  principal  Nov- 
gorodian  families,  who  were  moft  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  difcontents,  to  other  Ruffian  towns ; 
and  afterwards  recommended   this  fyftem  of 

9  **  TantSE  vcro  fucre  Novogiirdfinfium  opes,  ut  trecentos 
citrnis,  anro  &  argcnro  onuftos,  inJe  abduxifPe  dicatur."  Sec 
Genealogia  Magni  Mofcoviae  ducis  in  Refpub.  Mofcov.  p.  9. 
Neugebaiier  thus  dirmtfTcs  the  perfidy  of  Ivan,  and  the  fall 
of  Novgorod,  with  an  indignant  brevity :  "  Novgorodtam 
magnani*  totiiis  fcptentrionis  emporium,  celeberrimam  ur* 
hem,  per  fraudcra  cepit,  et  in  fervitutem  redegit.'*  8e> 
Mofcovis  Commentarius^  Ged.  1612,  cap.  i.  p.  6. 

tranf- 
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tranfplantation^  by  diftributitig  thoufands  of 
confiderable  Novgorodians  into  various  parts 
of  his  empire^  and  repleni(hing  the  emptied 
city  by  a  number  of  fubje^ls,  upon  whofe 
loyalty  and  faith  he  could  place  a  perfed  re* 
.  liance  '^  \>uch  cool  and  deliberate  vengeance 
may  palliate  the  loudeft  reproaches  of  the 
Novgorodians  ^  and  he  became  an  obje^  of 
horror  and  deteftation  to  the  neighbouring 
countries,  when  he  imprifoned  all  the  Ger- 
man merchants  refiding  at  Novgorod,  to  the 
number  of  nine-and-forty,  and  confifcated  all 
the  merchandize  belonging  to  the  Hanfeatic 
league,  amounting  to  immenfe  value  for  thefe 
times.  By  fuch  proceedings,  to  juftify  which, 
reafons  perhaps  might  be  eafily  found  in  the 
code  of  a  vidor,  the  liberties  and  commerce 
of  Novgorod  "  received  fo  deep  a  ftab,  a^  to 
exhibit  ever  afterwards  the  appearance  of  a 
gradual  decline. 

From  the  meafuresof  harfh  policy,  we  now 
rife  to  the  glorious  view  of  thofe  events 
which  enabled  the  long  opprefled  Ruffians  to 
breathe  once  again  the  invigorating  air  of  in- 

••  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  283,  284. 

■'  Novgorod  then  formed  one  of  the  four  great  contoriif 
or  comptoirs,  which  the  amazing  commerce  of  the  Haniea- 
tic  League  had  e^biiihed  indifferent  parts  of  Europe  { irat 
of  which  he  could  no  longer  boaft  of  keepings  on  the  impoit** 
tic  tyranny  of  Ivan.  See  Anderfbn's  valuable  work,  aa  Hif-< 
torical  and  Chronological  Deduftion  of  the  Origin  of  Comr 
merccy  voL  i.  p.  494.  vol*  ii.  p.  94* 

dependence. 
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dependence.  In  the  year  which  fenowed^ 
Ir2Xk$  firft  expedition  to  Novgorod^  Akhmet 
Khan  '\  of  the  golden  horde,  the  fcouiige  and 
terror  of  his  people,  difpatched  his  officers  to 
ivaa  with  a  hafma^  or  an  order  of  the  great 
feal  to  demand  from  him  the  pafyment  of  that 
trihiiie  which  had  long  ceaied  to  gall  the 
pride  of  hia  degenerate  asxceftors. 

The  daimtlefs  Ivan,  ambitious  to  figure  ia 
the  field  of  glory,  fnatcbed  the  bafma^  tore 
this  badge  of  lervitude  into  pieces,  and  thea 
falicd  this  bold  a£lioo,  by  a  precipitate  order 
for  the  execution  of  the  ambaifadors.  Boldly 
refolving  to  commit  his  life  and  empire  to  the 
chfiUKe  of  war,  he  did  not  meanly  attempt 
to  conceal  this  crime,  but  referved  one  of 
the  deputies  to  inform  his  mafter  of  his  de- 
fiance. This  deed  of  Ivan's  juftly  fiains  his 
memory  with  the  name  of  tyrant,  according  to 
the  judgment  of  a  civilized  age,  but  which 
aflumed  with  the  Ruffians  of  thefe  times  the 
more  honourable  appellation  of  intrepid  firm* 
nefs* 

On  the  following  year,  1472,  the  Khan^ 
impatient  to  revenge  the  blood  of  his  ambaf- 
(adors  by  the  mighty  facrifice  of  Ruffia,  with 

•■  Lcvcfquc,  torn.  ii.  p.  339*  i^%  341,  342,  343.     Le 
eicrct  torn.  iL  p.  2419  24 j. 

impunity 
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impUDity  expofed  its  frontiers  to  all  thd 
ravages  of  war  '\  Bat  when  his  troops  had 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Oka^  and  had  fcarcelf 
difembarked  on  its  oppofite  ihore,  he  beheld 
with  a(loni(hment  and  difmay,  his  adive 
opponent  ready  to  receive  him,  fupported  by. 
numbers  and  difcipline.  At  this  formidable 
and  unexpeded  fight  he  repafled  the  river, 
and  to  confulc  his  faftty  by  flight..  A  great 
J480.  number  of  the  Tatars  became  viftims  of  this 
retreat,  and  tbofe  whom  he  reconduded  to  the 
Horde,  were  foon  afterwards  fwept  away  hy 
that  terrible  and  fatal  enemy  to  mankind,  the 
plague  '*. 

The  calamities  which  opprcfled  his  fubjefls, 
impofed  on  the   difappointed    monarch  the 

*•  All  foreign  hi(lortans>  down  from  the  copious  Herbef-^ 
tcm  to  the  concife  Lacombe,  have  toUched  but  {lightly  on 
tliis  interefting  period  of  Ruflia. 

.'♦•If  naftinefs  in  our  perfons  and  dwellings  be  a  great 
(hurce  of  tnfeSlany  (fee  Mead's  celebrated  difcourfe  on  th« 
plague,  Lond.  1 7449  ninth  edition^  p.  1 30.)  we  cannot  b€ 
furprifed  that  this  king  of  difeafes  (hould  have  frequently 
vifited  the  Tatars,  the  mod  uncleanly  people  perhaps  on  thcf 
Ctce  of  the  globe.  Bat  a-fkilful  and  ingenious  phyfician  of 
the  prefent  age,  Dr.  MofeJey,  would  perhaps  be  inclined  ta 
aicribe  its  origin  to  the  atmofphere^  which  he  conceives  to  be 
the  uni'oerfal  propagator  ofpejiilence.  See,  in  his  curious  and 
Interefting  Treatife  on  Sugar,  a  diflertation  on  the  Plague, 
the  char<4deri(lics  of  which  are  originality  of  thought,  acute* 
nefs  of  reafoning,  and  extent  of  erudition ;  fecond  edition* 

p,2I7. 

long 
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long  ceflation  of  three  years  from  any  new 
devaftation.     But  that  interval  was  employed 
in  the  mod  ftrenuous  preparations  for  the 
renewal  of  blood(hed.     Fixed  on  chaftifing 
the  audacious  infult  offered  to  his  authority, 
he  affembled  all  his  forces,  flattering  bimfelf 
that  every  oppofition  would  fink  beneath  the 
gigantic  ftrength  of  the  whole  Tatar  horde. 
The  warlike  prince  of  Ruffia,  apprifed  of  the 
march  of  the  khan,  foon  lined  with  troops  the 
bank&  of  the  Oka.     Akhmet,  inftrufted   of 
the  judicious  difpofitions  of  his  rival,  alltered 
his  route,  and  haftened  to  the  frontiers  of 
Lithuania,  in  order  to  unite  himfelf  to  thofe 
forces  he  expected  from  Caffimir,  in  fupport 
of  this  great  and  approaching  conteft.     But 
Ivan,  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  thefe  new  ar- 
rangements of  the  Tatar,  overtook  him  on 
the  banks  of  the'  Ougra,  and  fruftrated  his 
hopes  of  pafling  the  riven     Each  day  frefli 
adions  took  place,  which  were  fought  with 
doubtful  fuccefs.     But  the  moment  Ivan  re- 
ceived the  joyful  news  th^rt  the  horde  was 
unprote<fled,  the  profped  of  gaining  an  eafy 
vI<aory  determined  him  to  fend  an  army  to 
this  ftorehoufe  of  riches.     The  Ruflians  on 
their  arrival  found  only  an  unarmed  multi- 
tude of  old  men,  women,  and  children  j  when 
all  thefe  had  been  involved  ia  the  fame  de- 
ilrudiidni  when  all   their  habitations    were 

committed 
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committed  to  the  ravages  of  fire,  the  lore  of 
plunder  then  fiicceeded,  which  was  gratified 
with  fuch  a  variety  of  ricbes,  as  perhaps  fur* 
pafled  their  warmeft  expedations. 

The  thoughtlefs  Akhmet  '\  repofmg  m 
the  lap  of  indolence  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ougra,  foon  learnt  that  his  horde  had  been 
delivered  up  to  the  vengeance  of  his  ra^ 
pacious  fde.  Tbefe  tidings  generated  a  fe* 
lies  of  woes.  In  his  hafte  to  purfue  the 
Ruffians,  he  miftook  their  route.  .  While,, 
la  the  intermediate  time,  the  Tatars  of  Nor 
gay  entered  the  horde,  carried  off  the  wo« 
soen  of  the  great  khan,  deftroyed  the  relics 
of  every  thing  which  had  been  left  by  the 
Ruffians,  and,  continuing  their  march,  crofled 
the  Volga,  fell  on  Akhmet,  and  boldly  ha* 
zarded  a  general  engagement.  After  a  moft 
obftinate  conflid,  the  event  of  the  day  covered 
the  foldiers  of  the  great  khan  with  everlafting 
difgrace;  while  he  himfelf  was  reported  to 
have  fallen  a  vi£tim  to  fraternal  treachery^ 
Thus  was  annihilated  the  golden  horde, 
founded  by  the  famous  Baton  about  the 
middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  which  had 
poured  forth  myriads  of  men,  whofe  rapid 

"  After  the  Tatars  of  Kaptfchak  had  ceafed  to  obey  the 
▼oice  of  one  khan,  there  iflued  from  this  Smmenfe  plain  fe* 
▼tral  independent  hondes,  ulio  abridged  each  other's  lift 
and  power  in  &eqneitt^  longi  and  bloody  pnatefts.* 

conquefts, 
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coaquefb,  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  elegant  and 
profound  hiftorian  *^,  may  be  compared  with 
tbe  primidve  convulfions  of  nature,  which 
have  agitated  and  altered  the  furface  of  the 
globe. 

But  while  Ivan,  feconded  by  the  concur- 
rence of  fortunate  circumftances,  each  day 
enhanced  the  luftre  of  his  diadem,  his  vido« 
rtes  and  his  future  fchemes  of  ambition  were 
on  tbe  point  of  being  dofed,by  the  treachery 
of  a  neighbouring  foe'%     Attraded  by  his 
famet  fome  Lithuanian  noblemen  were  anx- 
ious tOtbe  received  into  his  fervice*     Gaflimir, 
king  of  Poland,  fought  to  convert  this  defer- 
don  of  his  fubjedis  into  the  means  of  revenge 
agsdnft  a  prince,  whofe  name  had  imprefled 
him  with  hatred  and  terror.    It  was  propofed    ufii. 
to  the  Prince  Loukomfki,  who  had  unreferv- 
edly  engaged  in  tbe  infamous  plans  of  his 
Sovereign,  that  he  (hould  repair  to  the  court 
of  Moicpw,  ufe  all  addrefs  to  gain  the  good 
opinion  of  Ivan,  and,  in  the  confidence  of  a     . 
friendly  interview,  adminifter  poifon  to  the 
ttofufpicious  prince.     The  plot  wore  at  firft 
the  moil:  fsivourable  afped  of  iiiccefs.     Lou- 
komiki  was  admitted  without  miftruft  to  tbe 
friendihip  of  Ivan,  but  while  each  minute 

■^  Gfbboq,  vol.  xi,  p.  401, 

''  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  344.  Lc  Clcrc,'toin.  ii.  p.  t^s* 

feemed 
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feemed  to  (hortcn  the  narrow  fpan  of  his  life 
and  empire,  the  villainous  intentions  of  the 
Lithuanian  were  unexpededly  difcovered. 
We  aje  ignorant  in  what  manner  this  diabo- 
lical plan  was  defeated ;  and  which  expofed 
him  to  the  difgrace  and  torture  of  being  burnt 
alive  in  a  cage  of  iron. 

The  ftandard  of  war  was  ereded  by  this'  un^ 
juftifiable  attempt,  and  the  prudence,  valour, 
and  ikill  of  Ivan,  proved  fatal  to  the  arms  of 
Poland.  But  while  he  was  reaping  well- 
earned  trophies  in  this  war,  which  lafied  ten 
years;  the  army  of  Novgorod  took  their 
vengeance  on  the  Knights  of  the  Sword  for 
infulting  Plefkof,  and  burning  its  fuburbs, 
when  Ivan  was  engaged  in  his  Tataric  war. 
Thefe  troops  alfo  reunited  to  RufSa  feveral 
towns  of  importance  ,which  had  been  wrefied 
at  different  epochs  from  her  dominion. 

An  opportunity  now  prefented  itfelf  to 
Ivan  of  adding  a  moft  valuable  jewel  to  his 
crown.  The  important  principality  of  Tver  ** 
belonged  to  Mikhail  fon  of  Boris,  whofe 
daughter  had  been  efpoufcd  by  Ivan ;  Mik- 
hail dared  to  appear  in  open  rebellion  of 
his  brother- in* law  ;  and  his  ill-timed  requeft 
to   Caffimir    for   fuccours,  doubtlefs  ferved 

"*  Lcvefquc,  torn.  ii.  p.  345  i  and  Le  Ckrc,  tom.ii. 
p.  7+6. 

more 
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more  to  exafperate  thaa  to  allay  the  indigna- 
tioQ  of  the  Ruffian  prioce.  But  iTan,  ib 
far  from  being  alarmed,  fecretly  rejoiced  iti 
the  revolt  of  this  audacious  vaflfal,  as  itfur** 
nifhed  hvm  ^ith  the  fpecious  pretext  of  hold- 
ing what  he  fhouid  capture  by  the  ftrong 
arm  of  power. 

Such  an  adverfary,  however,  he  deemed  to*  1485* 
tally  unworthy  of  his  prefence.  An  army^ 
therefore,  und^r  the  command  of  a  Voyevode,  ' 
was  dtipatched  to  awe  him  into  refped  and 
obedience.  Mikhail,  however,  fought  with  a 
courage  roufed  by  defpair,  and  for  a  long 
time  withftood  the  veteran  troops,  the  con- 
querors of  the  Tatars.  Reduced,  at  laft,  to 
the  utmoft  Ihte  of  diftrefs,  he  was  compelled 
to  fue  for  peace,  which  was  refufed  him  with 
all  the  infolence  of  projefted  op^reffion. 

The  firmnefs  and  dexterity  which  Mikhail 
had  difplayed  in  the  different  engagement?, 
determined  Ivan  no  longer  to  remain  an  inac- 
tive fpedlator  of  his  rifing  glory,  but  to  crufh  14S6. 
at  once,  by  his  own  prefence,  all  his  hopes 
of  deliverance.  The  boldeft  of  the  chieftains 
of  Tver  trembled  for  their  fafety,  when 
they  heard  of  his  approach,  and,  grown 
infenfible  by  terror  to  their  former  fame^ 
they  fhamefully  deferted  to  Ivan,  and  left 
their  wretched  monarch  to  feek  fafety  by  flight 
into  Lithuania.     Thus,  by  his  intrepidity,  his  * 

K  vigilance. 
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vigilance^  and  his  addrefs^  with  the  fole  esH 
ception  of  Severta,  which  ftill  acknowledged 
the  authority  of  its  peculiar  fovereign^  Ivan 
embraced  in  bis  mighty  grafp  the  colledive 
force  of  the  whole  Ruffian  empire  "• 

This  uninterrupted  feries  of  profperity 
tended  more  than  ever  to  increafe  his  pride 
and  ambition }  be  could  therefore  be  ex- 
peded  to  hear  with  indiSerence  of  the  king- 
dom of  JCaz.in  rifmg  with  frefh  vigour  from 
ber  late  ferious  wound.  Alt  ^"^  Khan^  eldeft 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  Ibrahim,  was  now 
feated  on  the  throne  of  Kazan.  His  brothers, 
Mahmet  Amin  and  Abdel  Atif,  had  repaired 
to  the  Ruffian  court,  where  they  had  received 
confiderable  appanages.  We  cannot  ailign 
any  decent  apology  for  the.  unnatural  hatred 
of  the  prince*,  which  urged  them  at  all  times 
to  counfel  Ivan  to  opprefs  their  brpther  and 
countrymen  with  the  defolating  calamities 
of  war;  an  advice*,  which  was  heard  with 
attention,  as  it  perfedly  fuited  with  his  am- 
bitious defigns. 

■"  In  one  fentence  Herbeftein  includes  the  vidories  of 
Ivan,  which  cod  him  the  labour  of  fo  many  ye;irs  ;  — "  C\n 
poftea  omncs  alii  principes,  magnitudinc  rerum  k'  fc  gefta- 
mm  commotr,  feu  timore  perculfi,  ferviebant.*'  F.  7*^ Rerum 
Mofcov.  Comm. 

"  Lcvefque,  torn-  ii.  p.  346,  347.     Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii. 
p.  747. 

A  great 
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-  A  great  army  now  proceeded  to  the  tfer-   1^87. 
ritories  of  Kazan.     The  dauntlefs  Ali  Khan 
afpired    to   revenge   the   fatal  defeat  of  his 
father  dn  the   banks  of  the  Sviaga.     In  a 
battle  long,  various,  and  bloody,  the  Tatars 
were    completely  defeated,   and    their  khan 
taken  prifonet.      The  few  that  efcaped  the 
keen  6dgc  of  the  Ruffian  fword,  made  a  dif-^ 
orderly  retreat  into  the  city,  which  was  foon 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  Ivan.     "  The  tremen- 
dous difcovery  of  the  Latins'*  had  now  reached 
the  Ruffians,  and  to  thofe  implements  of  de- 
ftrudion,   the  cannon    and    the   mufquet"^ 
which  Ivan  had  learned  to  ufe  with  tolerable 
(kill  in  battle^  (an  advantage  of  which  the 
Tatars  were   then  utterly   deftitute**,)  may 

*■  If  the  Ghinefe  hare  been  acquainted  wfth  the  ufe  of 
gunpowder  above  1600  years,  as  the  French  miflionary  Per- 
Gaubil  affirms  ;  — **  11  eft  certain  que  les  Chinois  ont  I'ufage 
de  la  poiidre  depuls  plusde  1600  ans;"  HiftoiYe  de  Gent- 
ghifcan  &  de  touie  la  Dinaftie  des  Mongous  fes  Succeflcurs, 
Conqucrans  de  la  Chine,  Par.  1739.  p«72; — it  is  rather 
fjngular,  that  fome  accident  (hould  not  have  difiioverwd  k  ' 

to  the  Tatars^  in  their  numerous  wars  with  this  celebrated 
empire. 

'*  Ariflotlc  of  Bologna  6rft  communicated  to  Ivan  the 
decifive  effects  of  artillery.  His  talents  were  employed  . 
In  the  threefold  capacity  of  architeA^  mint  maftef,  and 
founder.  See  EffAi  fur  Ja  Bibliothequ6  &  le  Cabinet 
de  Curiofitcs  &  d'  Hiftoire  Naturelle  de  T  Academic 
des  Sciences  dc  St.  Peterfbourg,  par  Jean  Bachmeiller, 
p.  tS. 

K  1  perhaps 
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perhaps  be  afcribed  their  fuccefd  in  this  en« 
gagement. 

Thus  the  arduous  tafk  of  protediog  bis 
people  from  the  formidable  invafioos  of  the 
fbvereigDS  of  Kazan^  was  completely  achieved 
by  the  unrelaxing  energy  of  Ivan ;  and  the 
kban,  his  wife,  and  mother,  and  two  of  his 
brothers,  who  were  as  exemplary  for  their 
fieady  attachment  to  his  perfon,  as  Mahmet 
Amia  and  Abdel  Atif  for   their  difloyalty, 
were  all  brought  to  Mofcow,  as  the  chief  or- 
naments of  this  memorable  triumph.     The 
khan   and    his  difconfolate   wife  were  foon 
afterwards    removed    to    Vologda,   and    his 
mother  and  brothers  to  Bieloz^ro,  for  their 
ftubborn  refufal  to  be  initiated  into  the  fa- 
cred  rites  of  baptifm.     They  all  terminated 
their  exiftence   in  thefe  retreats  of  poverty 
and  dependenoe,  except  the  widow  of  Ali, 
and  the  youngeft  brother  of  this  prince,  who 
was  afterwards  baptifed,  and  became  his  fon^* 
in-law. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Ruilian  army  had  left  a 
Voyevode  to  command  at  Kazan,  until  they 
fhould  be  acquainted  with  the  orders  of  the 
fovereign.  Ivan,  after  pondering  with  a  de- 
fiberate  caution  on  the  moft  fuitable  charader 
to  reign  over  the  turbulent  Kazanites,  at  laft 
determined  that  Mahmet  Amin,  the  brother 
of  All,    ihould  mount  the   vacant   throne, 

firmly 
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firmly  perfuaded,  that  bis  gratitude  would 
rcTcre  him  as  his  benefador,  and  obey  him 
M  his  fovereign.  But  this  moft  obfequious 
of  flaves  became  opprellive  to  his  govern- 
ment,  and  his  gift,  in  the  end^  created  only 
violent  ingratitude. 

The  love  of  his  fubjedks  was  foon  alienated  1488, 
from  the  new  fovereign,  by  his  complicated 
vices.  The  rich  he  deprived  of  their  fortunes, 
fathers  of  their  daughters,  huibands  of  their 
wives,  and  thofe  who  were  fteeped  in  po- 
verty, trembled  each  moment  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  lives.  A  government,  which  daily 
exhibited  fuch  glaring  and  wanton  ads  c^ 
cruelty  and  perfecution,  could  not  be  long 
tolerated  by  the  moft  paffive  nation  in  the 
world. 

*'  The  people  expelled  the  tyrant,  called  ia 
f  ^foreign  prince  named  Manouk,  and  were 
equally  unhappy  in  their  eled&pn«  Senfihle 
|bat  they  had  a^ed  wrong,  by  the  difpoial  of 
the  throne  without  the  fandion  of  the  grand 
prince,  they  difpatehed  an  ambafiadop  to  im* 
plore  his  pardpn,  and  (o  folkit  a  more  lawful 
fucceflbn 

The  nomination  of  Ivan  was  then  prop»«  1497, 
tious  to  the  interefts  of  Abdel  Atif,  but  his 
)ngratiti)(le,  after  a  reiga  of  five  yean,  at  l«i| 

^^Leyif^ue,  torn,  il,  p«  548*    Lc  Clerc^  torn.  ii.  p.  248. 

K  3  drov« 
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drove  him  from  his  government.  Seized  in 
his  palace  by  the  officers  of  Iv^n,  and  con- 
dufled  to  Mofcow,  he  was  there  ftripped  of 
his  honours,  and  then  permitted  to  linger 
through  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  exile  and 
oblivion.  But  more  lingular  was  his  third 
and  laft  appointment.  By  his  command^ 
1502.  the  odious  Mahmet  Amin,  under  whom  the 
people  had  fo  lately  and  fo  laudably  dif- 
claimed  the  yoke  of  fubordination,  again  held 
the  fceptre  of  his  anceftors ;  and,  (till  more 
to  heighten  the  impolitic  tendency  of  this  afV, 
he  fufiered  him  to  embrace  the  widow  of  Alt 
as  his  wife,  and  then  to  accompany  him  to 
Kazan  t 

**  This  artful  princefs,  with  all  the  ready 
eloquence  which  the  fierce  paflion  of  hatred 
iiifpires,  contrived  to  undermine  the  loyalty 
of  her  hulband,  by  reprefenting  to  him  the 
ignominy  of  obedience,  when  he  polTefled  the 
title  of  fovcreign.  When  (he  perceived  her 
words  fink  deep  into  the  heart  of  the  weaver- 
iog  Mahmet  Amin,  (he  cried  out  with  all 
the  rant  of  enthufiafm,  that  ihould  he  dill 
bow  before  the  iron  fceptre  of  Ivan,  he  would 
reied  an  irreparable  difgrace  on  the  Muflul- 
men,  who  were  deftined  by  Heaven  to  give 
laws  to  the  Chriftiaps. 

*♦  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  349>3SO,  351.  Lc  ClerC|  torn.  ii. 

The 
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The  feeds  of  loyalty  had  not  taken  fuflS-  ,^04. 
dent  root  in  the  bread  of  the  delegated  Tatar, 
to  refift  thefe  infinuations  of  his  wife.  The 
firft  circumftance  that  proclaimed  his  open 
rebellion  was  his  giving  orders  for  the  affaf- 
fination  of  all  the  Ruflian  merchants  that 
eould  be  found  in  his  kingdom.  Nor  were 
their  wives  and  children  fufFered  to  efcape  his 
barbarity.  And  to  render  this  facrifice  of  hu- 
man blood  more  fummary  and  hideous,  he 
fixed  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  the  day' 
on  which  the  merdiants  from  all  parts  of 
Ruflia  came  to  difplay  their  valuable  goods  at 
the  celebrated  fair  of  Kazan.  It  is  needlefs 
to  add,  that  the  affallins  did  not  overlook  the 
fpoils  of  their  vidims. 

After  fo  daring  an  infult  on  the  authority* 
of  Ivan,  Mahmet  Amin  perceived,  that  he 
could  only  hope  for  fafety,  by  introducing 
frefh  fcenes  of  flaughter ;  he  therefore  col- 
ledled  the  whole  force  of  his  kingdom, 
procured  from  the  ferocious  Nogais  a  fuc- 
cour  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  inter* 
rupted  the  ihort  feafon  of  Ruffian  tranquil- 
lity, by  rufiiing  down  like  a  torrent  on  its 
fouthern  provinces.  Encouraged  by  his  firft 
fuccefies,  he  marched  againft  Nigni-Nov- 
gorod,  poflefTed  their  fuburbs,  and  carried 
on  the  affault  for  thirty  days;  the  defence 
of  which  city  was  intrufted  to  a  Voyevode 
K4  called 
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CJi^led  KhabarStmikL  This  commander 
could  reckon  but  a  huodful  of  men ;  yet  hia 
example  taught  them  to  meet  undifmayed« 
every  kiod  of  danger.  Under  his  guard  how- 
ever were  a  coniiderable  number  of  prifoners 
of  war,  chiefly  comppfed  of  Lithuanian  arque- 
bufiers.  Led  by  a  fearleSi  policy  to  think 
that  theio:  (entiments  of  revenge  wouW  be  ab- 
forbed  in  the  common  danger,  he  (truck  off 
their  chains,  excited  their  courage  by  the  hope 
of  reward,  equipped  them  with  arms,  and 
then  made  with  them  a  mod  defperate  fally. 
The  brother-in-law  to  Mahmct  Amin,  a 
Nogian  prince,  was  among  the  firft  to  feel 
the  deilrudive  efFed^  of  their  united  exer- 
tions. Irritated  at  his  lofs,  the  troops  of  his 
lUttioxt  adopted  a  fingular  kind  of  revenge.  On 
a  fudden  they  fufpended  their  rage  againft 
the  Ruffians,  and  turned  their  arms  againft 
tfaofe  whom  they  had  came  to  fupport ;  and 
the  walls  of  Nigni- Novgorod  exhibited  the 
curious  aild  affliding  fpe^ade  of  two  people, 
of  the  fame  faith,,  renouncing  tfadr  profeifions 
of  alliance,  and  encountering  each  other  with 
fiich  obftinate  rage,  that  numbers  fell  before 
they  could  be  feparated  by  Mahmet  Amin. 

When  the  enraged  Ivan  received  the  intd«* 
ligence  of  the  perfidy  of  Mahmet,  tl^e  maffiicre 
of  (live  Ruffians,  and  the  recent  enterprizes  of 
the  Tatars,  he  rtfoived  his  triumph  ihould  be 

of 
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of  a  (hort  dttrttion*  An  immenfe  army  of  an 
hundred  thou^ind  m^n  *^  marched  againft  the 
rebel,  to  put  thU  decree  into  execution.  But 
the  Voyevodes,  diftrufting  each  other,  loft^ 
by  their  cowardice  or  procraftinations,  tho 
opportunity  of  ftriking  the  decifivc  blow. 
Fortunately,  Mahmet  Amin,  believing  him- 
felf  not  ftrong  enough  to  refift  the  Ruffian 
army,  raifed  the  fiege,  and  retired  to  his  ca- 
pital. Soon  afterwards  the  hand  of  death 
put  an  end  to  the  meditated  vengeance  df 
Ivan,  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  reign,  and 
in  the  fixty-fixth  of  his  age. 

The  ftate  of  a  people  may  juftly  be  con- 
fidered  as  forming  the  niceft  touchftone  of 
the  real  merits  of  a  fovereign.  Under  Ivan 
Vaflilievitz  we  behold  a  nation  refpeftable  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  powers  **,  and  applying 

their 

*5  The  modern  reader,  on  recolledling  the  many  and 
great  difficulties  attendant  on  the  fupply  of  an  army  of 
thirty  or  forty  thoufand  men,  may  be  inclined  to  think  the 
amount  of  the  Rudian  army  fw^Jied  by  the  carelefihefi  or 
incorred  information  of  the  hi  dorian.  But  as  he  advances* 
be  will  be  more  familiarized  to  thefe  immenfe  numbers; 
^nd  thofe  who  are  converfant  with  Ruflian  hiftory«  well 
know,  that  the  fad  is  fupported  by  fuch  undeniable  evi« 
dence,  as  not  to  be  conddered  as  an  abfurd  exaggeration* 

**  After  Ruffia  had  ftnick  out  a  way  which  led  to  the  re» 
ftoration  of  her  national  mdependence,  ihe  attraded  the 
regards  of  Europe  ;  and  Mofcow,  for  the  Rrii  time  faw  the 
ambafiadors  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Pope,  the 
King  of  Poland,  the  Republic  of  Venice,  and  the  King  of 

Denmark. 
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their  attention  to  thofe  meafures  which  might 
obtain  fubordination«  We  behold  them  fol- 
lowing with  equal  wifdom  and  fuccefs  every 
path  which  could  conduce  to  their  internal 
and  external  profperity  and  renown,  who  be- 
fore had  languifhed  under  the  mod  fcan- 
dalous  tyranny,  produdive  among  all  clafles 
of  a  fpirit  of  difconnedion,  of  weaknefs,  of 
laffitude,  of  diftrefs,  and  of  decay.  We  are 
therefore  warranted  in  concluding,  that  the 
monarch  who  could  produce  fuch  a  remark- 
able and  happy  revolution  in  the  foreign  and 
domeftic  affairs  of  his  country,  muft  be  en» 
dowed  with  a  political  wifdom  and  enter- 
prifing  ambition^  capable  of  forming  and  ac-^ 
compliftiing  pkns,  the  benefit  of  which, 
ihould  be  no  lefs  immediate  than  permanent 
to  his  fubjedts. 


Denmark.  With  all  thefe  foreign  powers,  Ivan  figned 
treaties  of  alliance  and  fnendihip.  See  L^vefque,  torn,  ii, 
p.  364.  and  Le  Cierci  torn.  ii.  p.  253. 
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^hi   Progrefs  of  Ruffian   Emancipation   in   the  Rtign  9f 
Vajftli  JF.  Ivanovitz> 

X  HE  *  throne  of  the  deceafed  Ivan  was  af- 
cended  by  his  fon  Vaffili  without  oppoiition. 
The  rights  of  the  young  Demetrius*,  the 
grandfon  of  Ivan,  were  forgotten,  and  the 
unfortunate  prince  died  in  captivity.  In 
taking  poffeflion  of  a  government  which 
had  been  call  into  a  new  mould  of  ftrength 
^nd  beauty,  by  his  father,  Vaflili  wifhed 
to  preferve  it  entire  and  unbroken,  by  the 
folid  advantages  of  peace ;  he  therefore  con- 
cluded treaties  with  Poland,  and  with  Mil- 
dei  Guerei,  khan  of  Grim :  but  the  rupture 
with  Mahmet  Amin  of  Kazan  was  too 
violent  to  be  healed  by  any  pacific  correc- 
tives* 

Senfible  of  the  irreconcileable  hatred  of  this   1508, 
{Powerful  foe,  and  eager  to  fee  Kazan  again 
fubjeQ  to  the  Ruffian  empire,  he  made  the 

^  L«vQfciue>  torn.  ii.  p.  367,  36S,  369.  Le  CIerc»toxn.n. 
p.  236,  *>7. 

*  The  reader  may  fifldin  Renim  Mofcov.  Comment,  p.  7. 
a  full  account  of  the  untimely  fate  of  this  young  prince. 

moft 
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mod  formidable  preparations  to  carry  that 
1^08.  wifh  into  execution.  An  hundred  thoufand 
men  marched  lender  the  commaQd  of  his 
brother  Pemetrius  ggainft  Kazan*  This  exr 
pedition  was  pbfcrvable  for  the  imprudence 
and  fucceflivi^  defeats  of  the  two  rival  armies. 
The  RufHans,  who  did  notapprehend  an  atr 
tack,  were  furprifed  by  the  well-timed  adlivity 
of  M^hmct  Amin^  and  compelled,  after  en- 
during a  confiderable  lofs,  to  turn  their  back^ 
with  (hame  and  confufion.  The  Tatars,  in 
the  infolcnce  of  this  imperfed  conqueft^ 
fcorne4  every  fuggeftion  of  feafonable  pre- 
caution, came  out  from  the  city  vpith  their 
wives  and  children,  pitched  their  tents  in  the 
j^lain,  and  aft^r  the  ci;(lom  of  their  country, 
iiiduiged  themfelvcs  in  drunkennefs  for  a  vic- 
tory, the  fruits  pf  which  they  confidered  {q 
fub(lantial. 

The  Ruflians,  who  fopn  arofe  from  their 
partial  defeat  with  frefli  vigour,  on  the  momet^t 
'  they  were  apprized  of  their  celebration  of  this 
vidory,  or  of  a  feftival,  refolved  to  retrieve 
their  difgrace  in  the  blood  of  their  foes.  With 
Tapid,  though  cautious  fleps^  they  made  their 
approach,  until  they  could  diilindly  perceive 
the  Tatars  fcattered  along  the  ground  in 
thoughtlefs  fecurity.  Op  a  fudden  they 
were  aroufed  from   their   {lumberfi  hy   the 

ihouts 
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ihouts  and  the  fwords  of  their  enemies* 
Aftonifliment  produced  flight  and  difmayi 
and  tfaofe  who  were  not  cut  in  pieces^  op«- 
prefled  by  a  vigorous  purfuit,  and  their  owtl 
fearSi  crowded  into  the  city  with  fuch  preci- 
pitate hade,  as  to  be  ftifled  to  death  on  enter*- 
ing  the  gates. 

If  the  Rufliana  had  been  .anxtous  to  ini'- 
prove  this  figoal  advantage,  they  fliould  have 
entered  the  defcncelefs  gates  with  the  terrified 
Tatars ;  or  if  they  had  bloclcaded  the  city 
only  for  a  few  days,  a  cheap  and  bloodlefs 
viflory  muft  have  been  the  inevitable  confe- 
quence  ;  but  inftead  of  purluing  either  of 
thefe  obvious  plans,  they  were  more  impa- 
tient to  indulge  their  avarice  and  hunger  in 
the  abandoned  camp  of  the  Tatars. 

The  Kazanites,  exafperated  at  iheir  late 
and  unexpeded  difafter^  were  eager  to  inflifik 
the  moft  fevere  vengeance  on  its  authors; 
and  the  injudicious  conduct  of  the  Ruflians 
enabled  them  to  begin  and  to  complete  this 
work  of  dreadful  retaliation.  From  a  lofty 
tower,  the  vigilant  khan  efpied  tHem  im- 
merfed  in  wine  and  fleep  j  with  all  imagin- 
able fpeed,  fifty  thoufand  alfembled  in  arms, 
fluihed  with  the  well-grounded  confidence  of 
an  eafy,  though  not  a  mercilefs  conqueft,  and 
quickly  ftained  their  fwords  with  the  blood 

of 
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of  the  indolent  and  confufed.  Ruffians.  Sevctl 
thoufand  men  out  of  that  mighty  hoft,  which 
like  a  whirlwind  might  have  borne  down  all 
oppofition,  had  it  hufbanded  its  late  fuccefs 
with  the  fmalleft  (kill  and  prudence^  alone 
efcaped  from  this  dcedelma^y  this  field  pf 
blood,  to  relate  the  fatal  carelefnefs  of  their 
countrymen,  which  afforded  the  Tatars  a  fair 
opportunity  of  affuming  again  a  fuperiority 
over  Ruilia,  dangerous  in  the  utmoft  degree 
to  her  liberty  and  independence. 

But  happily  for  her  internal  fecurity,  the 
vidorious  Mahmet  Amin,  foon  after  this 
fuccefs^  was  attacked  by  an  incurable  diftem- 
per.  Confcious  of  his  crimes,  he  conceived 
that  his  illnefs  was  given  him  by  Heaven  as  a 
punifliment  for  his  ingratitude  to  VaffiH. 
Imprefled  every  day  with  this  diftrading 
thought,  as  a  mark  of  his  unfeigned  contri- 
tion, he  difpatched  an  embafly  to  Vaffili,  with 
the  valuable  prefent  of  two  or  three  hundred 
of  his  beft  horfes.  The  Ruffian  prince, 
touched  with  the  fmcere  fepetitance  of  a  dying 

'  **  Nos  combats  en  Europe,"  fays  a  celebrated  writfcf^ 
**  paraiiFent  des  legeres  efcarrn ouches,  en  comparaifon  de 
fes  batailles  qui  ont  cnfanglanic  quelquefois  1'  Afie.*'  See 
CEuvres  de  Volcjiire,  torn,  xviii.  Eflai  fur  les  Moeurs  d: 
PEfprit  des  Nations,  p.  29.  If  the  curiofity  of  the  reader 
be  not  already  damped  by  this  uniform  narrative  of  blood- 
(hed,  he  "wiH- certainly  fdel  the  truth  of  thi^  obfervation,  be- 
.fore  he  comes  to  the  final  aboiition  of  RuiiiaQ  flarery. 

6  enemy, 
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enemy,  fent  him  words   of  friendfhip  and 
condolence,  and  gifts  of  confiderable  valued 

The  wretched  Mahmet  expired  in  the  fame 
year ;  his  laft  hours  tortured  by  the  flings  of 
a  guilty  confcience.  His  wife,  the  author 
of  his  perfidy,  terminatesd  her  days  by  poifon, 
fearful  of  meeting  the  juft  puniihrnent  of  the 
grand  prince* 

A  war  was  now  commenced  with  Poland,  1514. 
which,  though  flopped  for  a  time,  by  fome 
hollow  profeffions  of  amity,  broke  out  again 
with  redoubled  vioiencx,  and  lafled  upwards 
of  niQ^  years,  by  the  formidable  ambirion 
and  refllefs  treachery  of  Sigifmond  king  of 
Poland^  But  fortune  did  not  correfpond  with 
the  widies  of  this  prince ;  his  martial  pride 
was  humbled  by  the  lofsof  Smolenfk,  and  the 
poverty  of  his  refources  teftified  by  the  refult 
of  a  freih  treaty  of  peace  with  the  grand  prince 
for  five  years. 

.  This  peace  reftored  new  vigour  to  jthe  1523. 
arm  of  VafTili,  who  had  now  only  to  punifh 
the  rebellious  fons  of  Kazan*  '  When  the 
the  faithlefs  Mahmet  had  expired,'  the  grand 
prince  appointed  for  his  fucceffor,  a  Tatar 
nam^d  Sheikh  AH,  khan  of  KafTimof,  whofe 
uniform    attachment    to    him    had    merited 

/  Levefquc,  torn.  ii.  p.  370     Le  Clerc,  tom.  ii.  p.  258. 
'  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  3S2,  583.,  384.  Le  CJerc,  tom.  Ij. 
p,  i6s^ 
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hU  efteem  and  confidence.  While  a  Ruffian 
Voyevode,  of  the  name  of  Karpof,  attended 
this  prince  to  his  new  government,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  general  or  fpy. 

Sheikh  Ali  reigned  three  years  over  his 
new  fubjeds,  without  procuring  their  love  or 
refpedl.  His  outward  appearance  was  not 
indeed  well  calculated  to  command  the  refpe& 
and  admiration  of  a  warlike  race  of  men ;  ac- 
cording to  the  tradition  of  the  times,  his  figure 
exhibited  the  mod  uncouth  proportion  and 
difgufting  uglinefs;  his  ears  were  long  and 
hanging,  his  belly  of  (ingutar  protdherance, 
his  legs  (hort  and  fvvelled  ;  nor  was  his  mind, 
to  compenfate  for  thefe  external  defeds,  en- 
dowed with  any  of  the  qualifications  of  a 
hero.  Befides  thefe  perfonal  difadvantages, 
the  Tatars  foon  perceived,  that  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  the  monarch  were  loft  in  the 
odious  and  contemptible  occupation  of  the 
fpy  ;  and  their  haughty  fpirits  could  ill  brook 
the  controul  of  a  people  from  whom  they  had 
fo  long  exaded  and  received  every  mark  of 
fubmiffion.  Impatient  therefore  of  fubordi* 
.  nation,  they  endeavoured  to  place  before  the 
eye  of  this  flave  of  Ruflia  the  glorious  view 
of  independence.  But  Sheikh  AH,  who 
knew  that  the  fure  and  eafy  road  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  dignity,  was  only  to  be  found 
in  prompt  obedience  to  Vaffili,  was  little  in« 

dined 
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^libed  to  gratify  their  wifhes ;  and,  at  once,  to 
exprefs  his  loyalty  to  his  Ruffian  mailer,  con- 
demned to  death  the  moft  confpicuous  among 
thefe  partizans  of  liberty* 

This  feverity  produced  in  fifteen  hundred 
and  twenty-one  a  general  revolt.  The  Ka- 
zanites  fecretly  folicited  Mildi  Guerei,  khan 
of  Crim,  to  ^entruft  them  with  the  perfon  of 
bis  young  fon.  The  ambitious  khan  joyfully 
complied  with  their  requeft,  and  Sapha 
Gucrei  was  hailed  by  the  acclamations  of 
bis  new  fubjeds,  even  before  the  Sheikh 
All  dreamt  that  his  expulfion  was  medi- 
tated. 

The  fenfe  of  paft  flavery  gave  an  addi- 
tional fpur  to  the  cruelty  of  the  Tatars. 
The  Chriftians,  whofe  unhappy  fate  had  led 
them,  to  Kazan,  were  inhumanly  flaughtered. 
The  life  of  the  Voyevode  was  refpedled,  but 
his  palace  was  plundered ;  and  the  blood  of 
about  a  thoufand  men  of  bis  train  fpilt.  The 
fame  fate  attended  five  thoufajid  Tatars  of 
Sheikh  Ali :  but  as  their  late  fovercign  waa 
ranked  among  the  relatives  of  the  khan,  that 
tie  alone  proved  his  deliverance;  and  both 
he,  and  the  Voyevode,  by  the  command  of 
Sapha  Guerei,  were  efcorted  as  far  as  might 
be  deemed  neceflary  for  their  petfonal  fe- 
curity. 

L  The 
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I5M-  '  *Thc  ikd  intelKgence  of  fo  utilooked-for 
ait  cVerit,  threw  the  prince  into  the  dcepeft 
affiidroit:  for  fevetal  days  be  (hut  httnfelf 
up  in  his  apartments,  and  refufed  all  con^ 
fblation  in  his  folitudc  But  this  ufelefs 
gritf  was  foon  fuccecded  by  the  paffion  of 
revenge.  No  longer  impeded  by  the  war^ 
of  Poland,  from  exerting  the  whole  force  of 
his  empire  againft  Kazan,  he  alTembled  a 
ihtghty  army,  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fahd  fighting  men,  which  he  formed  into  two 
great  divifions,  under  the  cortimand  of  feven 
ot  fourteeti  Voyevodes.  One  part  of  this 
gigantic  force,  was  to  proceed  by  land,  and 
the  other  by  water.  But  fortune  utterly  for- 
fook  the  ftandard  of  the  Ruffian  prince.  The 
greater  part  of  this  laft  divifion  was  demo- 
liflied  before  it  reached  the  walls  of  Kazan. 
To  reftrain  their  progrcfs,  the  Tcheremiffiant 
Tatars,  the  allies  df  Sapha  Gu^rei,  had  ob- 
ftrufted  with  large  ftones  and  trees,  the  paf* 
fages  where  the  iflands  narrow  the  courfe  of 
the  Volga.  The  veflels  embarraffed  by  thefe 
bbftacles  ran  foul  of  each  other ;  while  the 
Tcheremiffes,  in  their  light  canoes,,  hovered 
around  the  Ruffians,  and  poured  in  clouds  of 
arrows*     In  this  moment  of  their  entangle* 

*  Levefque,  torn.  ii.   p.  385,  386.     Le  Clerc,  toin«  ii. 
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tnent  and  confufiony  others  had  climbed  up 
the  fteep  fides  of  the  iflands,  and  almoft  over-p* 
"whelmed  them  by  continuallj  cafUng  down 
beams  and  ftenes  of  an  enormous  weight* 
Thof?  who  efcaped  from  the  (battered  barks, 
net  vrith  their  death  on  the  bank,  while 
thirty  thoufand  found  their  grave  in  the  river* 
The  cannon  and  the  balls  were  drawn  out  of 
the  river  by  the  indefatigable  Tcheremiffes, 
and  fent  to  Kazan  as  proofs  of  their  declfive 
fuccefs. 

While  the  land  divifxon,  ignorant  of  their 
countrymen's  deftrudion»  was  anxioufly 
waiting  their  jundion  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sviaga,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Tatar?, 
and  after  a  fevere  engagement,  the  fwords  of 
the  RufSans  proved  fuperior  to  the  arrows  of 
the  Tatar  horfe.  Part  of  the  yanijuiflved  fled, 
and  were  purfued  even  to  the  Volga,  whofe 
flreams  now  proved  the  receptacle  of  Tatar 
defpair;  others  fled  to  their  forefts,  while  the 
more  fortunate  regained  in  fafety  the  walls  of 
Kazan.  It  was  conjectured,  that  the  Tatars 
lamented  the  lofs  of  forty  thoufand  men  in 
this  bloody  conteft*  Various  parties  of  the 
Riiflians  roamed  about  the  country  like  prow*- 
ling  wolves  in  queft  of  prey,  and  their  minds 
elated  by  their  late  vidory,  anticipated  a  more 
enlarged  fphcre  of  conqueft  and  plunder  on 
the  arrival  of  the  other  divifion. 

L  2  Bi^t 
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But  tbefe  expedtations  were  foon  checked 
by  the  mortifying  difcovery  of  thereat  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  Naked,  fpiritlefs, 
fexbaufted  by  thirft,  hunger,  and  inceflant 
fatigue,  fome  were  only  faved  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Volga  divifibn,  to  relate  the  fad  fate 
of  their  countrymen,  and  the  lofs  of  that 
artillery,  which  they  had  flattered  themfelves 
would  have  crumbled  into  atoms  the  proud 
and  rebellious  city  of  Ka2an,  Thus  failed 
this  mighty  expedition,  which  promifed  on  its 
outfet  to  have  been  attended  with  fuch  com- 
plete fuccefs.*  The  remaining  divifion  was  fo 
deeply  difmayed  by  this  unexpeded  news, 
that  from  the  height  of  alacrity  and  confi- 
dence, they  funk  into  the  utrnoft  defpair. 
Regardlefs  of  their  former  deeds  of  valour, 
they  now  determined  to  feek  their  fafety  by 
returning  to  Mofcow  ;  while  the  mifery  of 
famine  accompanied  their  retreat,  and  perhaps 
the  Tatars,  whofe  united  efforts  muft  have 
fpread  devaftation  through  their  ranks. 

^  Vaffili  had  now  received  fo  many  fatal 
checks  to  his  ambition,  that  fix  tedious  years 
were  confumed  before  he  could  again  bring 
into  the  field  a  fufficient  force  to  attack 
Kazan.      At   laft   he    affembled    an    army, 

^  Lcvefque,  torn.  ii.    p  387,  38?.      Ls  Clerc,  torn.  Vu 
p.  26  J,  268. 
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vrhkh  he  committed  to  the  care  .  of  thirty 
Voyevodes, 

On  the  bed  of  iicknefs  Sapha  Guerei  re- 
ceived  an  account   of  Vaffili's  proceedings:    1330. 
but   he  arofe  with  adivity  to  perform  the 
fun^ions  of'ar  general  and  a  foldier.     He  Grft 
■gaye  the  neceffary  orders  for  defence,  pro- 
cured the  aid  of  ten  thoufand  Nogays,  and 
then  produced  from  both  fides  of  the  city 
entrenchments   of  fharp   palifades,    ftrongly 
fupported  by  ftones,  and  earth,  and  defended 
by  ditches  of  confiderable  breadth  and  depth. 
OHrog  is  the  name  which  the  Ruflians  .gav$ 
to  this  mode  of  conftru&iou ;  and  to  the  gfeait 
fatiafa^on  of  the  khan,  thefe  works  were 
finifhed .  by  his  Tatars  before  the  arrival  of 
therenemy.     During  the  whole  fummer,  the 
.Ruffians  aflTaulted  the  oftrog  and    city  with 
adverfe  fortune,  and  the  belieged  would  ftiH 
have-  been  impregnable,'  had  ihdr  prudence 
equalled  their  valour :   in  the  day  they  con- 
tended with  ardour  in  the  toil  and  danger  of 
the  .defence,  but  in   the  night  they  were 
drowned  io  wine  and  fleep* 

Their  indulgences  did  not  long  remain 
a  fecrp.t  to.  the  enemy,  whofe  {kill  and  vigi- 
lance were  in  the  end  defervedly  crpwncjd 
with  fuccefs.     Under  cover  of  the  friendly 

L3  night. 
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kiiglit,  fettk  youths  contriT^d  to  befmear  with 
pitch  and  fulphur  the  palifades  of  tbe  oftrog 
aod  tht  walls  of  the  city,  and  then  committed 
the  whole  to  one  general  eonflagtatiom  By 
their  bold  dexterity,  tiie  attack  was  thus 
comraenced ;  and  fo  well  were  their  motioM 
tK>iit:eited  and  performed,  that  the  Tatars  faw 
the  eftemy  iti  the  town  before  they  had  tvta 
time  to  grafp  their  arms,  their  laft  Bi&d  pn^- 
tarious  means  oF  defence.  Surprize  appalled 
the  courage  of  the  Tatars :  evien  their  braveft 
warriors  fell  an  eaTy  prey  in  this  tinequal 
^onfiid)  whi9e  the  recoUedkm  df  their  former 
^ifgrace  did  not  ferve  to  abMe  the  ianguiiiaa'y 
rage  of  the  Rnfllans^  t£  we  n^y  htJIievis  tkt 
yepoft  of  «hie  time^  'the  cbnqueiXMPs  idifl  not 
theathe  th^ir  (Twords^  until  the  death  of  fncty 
thoufand  Tatars  ptodU&med  their  *T.i6tory  aftd 
'revetige* 

The  bi^^ipirited  Sapha  Gaetd^  whofe 
icoutage  did  not  dmbp  witli  his  #nking  fer*- 
ttine^  was  blockaded  ki  his  caftle ;  at  thfc 
liead  of  thi^e  thotffand  ta^alry  of  approved 
valour,  he  gallantly  cdt  hk  way  in  ¥he  ^iglft 
through  tihe  RiiAiati  afrmy,  and  with  many  an 
tionowalbte  wotind  efoaqp^d  to  C^im,  with  bis 
wife^ndchM^eti* 


But 
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*  But  Rttffift  did  npr  reap  tbpfe  adv/inu^y 
from  tb^  fubcoef^  of  thb  expLediuon,  fts  tni^it 
have  be^n  expelled.  The  Y^hole  nwBber 
,of  inhabitaxits  th^t  was  left  ip  the  defeope^ 
leis  city  am^Dimted  only  XQ  fourteea  tbov/fa^d^ 
^ccordiog  to  the  moft  authentic  ac^cougi;. 
The  Voyeyodes^  fe^Mrfiil,  it  i$  faid,  of  provokr 
ing  the  refiftaojce  of  this  fa^^ll  ba,i;»d,  granted 
xhetn  peace,  inftead  of  feiz^ng  the  hope]^ 
town,  whiph  mud  ipfallibly  bave  yielded  tp 
their  army  of  aa  hundred  jthoufand  mexh 
They  levied  a  tribute  of  tbriee  years,  and  then 
withdrew  their  fofces.  The  Prince  Ivai^ 
Belfki,  chief  of  the  VoyeyodeB,  wa^  .acc^fed 
cS  receiving  a  large  bribe  from  the  Tatars*  to 
a£t  this  part  fo  full  of  cowardice  and  infai^iy. 
This  condud  cancelled  all  obligations  due  to 
his  former  fervices,  and  the  grand  prince 
wifhed  to  puni(h  him  with  deatfaj  but  he  was 
iavjed  at  the  urgent  intcrceflGbn  of  the  metro* 
politan*  Bel£ki,  however,  ipent  five  years  in 
^the  gloom  of  a  dungeon,  for  betriaying  the 
interefts  of  his  country, 

Mofcow  foon  afterwards  beheld  the  arrival 
of  the  Tatar  ambafTad^rs,  to  foiicit  the  con- 
firmation of  the  late  agreement  j  and,  in  order 
to  (ecure  the  compliance  of  the  grand  prince, 

*  LeveC|ue,  to^i.  ii.  p.  3891  j^a^  591.  Le  ClerCf  tpip«  lu 
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they  humbly  requefted  bis  nomination  to  the 
vacant  throne.  Apprehend ve  of  ftirring  up  a 
fecond  time  their  unbroken  fpirits  to  re* 
bellion,  (hould  he  again  fele£t  Sheikh  Ali, 
for  their  magiftrate,  who  was  as  odious  as 
he  was  contemptible  to  the  Kazanites,  h« 
fent  Tchin  Ali,  his  brother,  a  hoy,  to  Kazan, 
and  with  him  the  prince  Vaffiii  Penkof,  as 
his  diredlor.  But  this  imperfedl  fyftem  of  ad- 
miniftration  was  foon  difregarded.  Scarce  a 
year  of  faint  fubmiflion  had  elapfed,  when 
the  Kazanite  Tatars  again  difcovered  their 
ilrength,  and  the  Ruffians  their  weaknefs. 

In  a  furious  fedition,  which  once  more  agi- 
tated their  capital,  they  pronounced  Tchin 
AH  unqualified  to  reign ;  and,  as  the  moft 
effedlive  way  to  enfure  the  execution  of  this 

'53^-  decree,  maffacred  him,  Penkof,  and  all  their 
numerous  retinue,  and  recalled  Sapha  Guerei, 
whofe  valour  and  ftrength,  if  it  had  J^een  em- 
jJloyed  in  the  commiffion  of  the  moft  heinous 
crimes,  would  ftill  have  been  more  accept- 
able than  the  pacific  virtues,  among  a  people 
who  difplayed  but  few  traces  of  intelledual 
vigour.  Thefe  multiplied  difappointmenfs 
•probably  haftened  the  death  of  Vaffili,  whofe 
health  had  long  been  in  a  ftate  of  dangerous 

»533-  decline.  He  died  in  the  fifty-third  year  of 
his  life,  and  in  the  twenty-eighth  of  an  in- 
glorious and  unfuccefsful  reign :  and  in  his 

*  4  charadcr 
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charader  can  neither  be  difcovered  any  model 
of  ihining  virtue,  or  of  memorable  vice  ^ 

The  infertion  of  this  feign  may  be  viewed 
by  the  fcvere  critic  a^  an  ugly  excrefcence 
growing  out  from  the  fubjedl  of  our  work ; 
but  we  were  urged  to  this  tranCTreffion,  by 
the  defire  of  proving  circumftantially  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  our  readers,  that  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  Tatarian  independence  was  not  en- 
tirely deftroyed,  and  that  much  remained  to 
be  done,  much  blood  to  be  (bed,  and  much 
ability  to  be  djfplayed  by  the  renowned  foa 
of  Vaflili,  Ivan  the  Fourth,  before  he  could 
complete  the  noble  tafk,  which  had  been  fo 
well  begun  by  his  grandfire. 

•  The  name  of  Czar  was  applied  to  Vaffili,  about  the 
conclufion  of  his  reign ;  but  it  was  his  fon  and  fuccefToF, 
who  formally  fubftituted  that  title  in  the  room  of  Grand 
Prince.  This  title,  however^  is  not  the  invention  of  Ruflian 
pride,  but  was  more  familiar  to  the  ears  of  other  nations, 
if  we  may  truft  the  refearches  oF  the  celebrated  Bayer : 
*'  Ncmpc,  ut  mea  opinio  fert,  is  titulas  fummx  mnjeihitis 
fuit  apud  Sarraaticos  populos  j  Perfis  Czar  £5*  Czehar  eji 
fbronus  regiui.  Et  veteres  Slavos  quoqae  Czehar  diJ^iile, 
Scylitres  Citropaiata  au6lor  eft."  De  Originc  Ruflbrun^, 
in  Comment.  Apadem.  Pctrop.  tom.  viii.  p.  417. 
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Tie  lafl  Epoch  9/ the  Decliru  rfthe  Tatart.^The  Dejlr$i& 
tioH  rfthe  Kingdom  rf Kazan  and^^ft^^^^  ^  '^'  ^^i9 
pflvan  IF.  VqjJtlivitTi^  the  firfi  Czar^  furmmed  by  the 
Rujfians^  the  TerribUy^^by  Foreigners^  the  Tyrant, 

After  the  lofs  of  his  Srft  wife,  Vaflili 
had  received  the  hand  of  the  young  Princefs 
Helena,  daughter  of  Vaflili  Glenfki.  The 
endowments  of  her  mind  and  perfon  had 
placed  her  beyond  the  general  level  of  her 
fex ;  fhe  pofl'efled,  with  her  beauty,  a  ftrong 
prc^rlion  of  manly  fenfe,  a£livity,  and  re- 
folutioa  '.  But  in  the  latter  part  of  her  ad- 
miniftration,  thefe  qualities  were  entirely  ab- 
forbed  in  the  vortex  of  caprice,  vanity,  and 
injuftice ;  while  the  cbqflity  of  Helena  af- 
forded ample  materials  to  the  pen  of  fcandaL 
Two  *  fons,  Ivan  and  Yury,  were  the  iflufi 
cf  this  marriage,  who  were  left  at  ^be  early 
age  of  four,  deilitute  of  paternal  admonition* 

*  Odcrborn  in  his  efFoete,  vague,  and  declamatory  hif- 
tory  of  the  Czar  Ivan  IV.  calls  her  prxftantis  fornix  vir- 
gtncm,  lib.  i.  p.  250.  Joannis  Badlides  Magni  Mofchoi^is 
Dncis  vita.  See  this  work  in  Rerum  Mofcov.  Comment. 
Le  Clerc»jeune  encore^  belle  &fenfible>  torn.  ii.  p.  37a. 

*  Levefque,  torn  iii.  p*  i — ^4.  Le  Clcrc,  torn,  ii.  p.  273. 
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In  times  lefs  curbed  by  law,  and  lefs  fainil3!r 
marked  by  reafcm  %r^  policy,  neither  of  theif 
infaats  perhaps  would  have  aiTumed  the  hen 
Qours  of  a  regal  name.  But  the  Ruffians  bad 
now  been  taught,  in  the  fchool  of  adversity,  to 
^ue  the  adi^anta^s  of  a  6xed  fine  of  fueoef^ 
fion  4  and  therefore  the  will  of  VafSli,  wbidi 
gave  the  fceptre  to  Ivan,  was  ratified  by  pub* 
(ic  conient.  By  this  teftament  alfo,  the  lovely 
Helena  was  left  the  guardian  of  her  fon  and 
the  empire  of  Kuffia  ;  while,  to  direA  by  his 
wtidom  and  to  aw«  iby  his  valour,  Miichail 
Olenlki,  'her  ua»cie,  was  called  to  the  fupport 
«f  tier  ambority  \ 

On  the  moment  that  life  ceafed  to  animate 
Atfeame^of  tteir  brotfaer^  G^eorge  and  An- 
itew,  smdks  to  the  royal  m&Ltntj  took  tkadk 
oiachs  of  inviolatde  £deii(y.  con  the  Crors*: 
»DttUtiovi,  howi^ver^  foon  iet  Joofe  the  ^ri: 
ivom  his  (>rGti5ftstioM  tof  fiiibmziBon^  be 
fooi^ned  to  obey,  When  be'coaceivedtiec^igte 
to  command  ;  but  he  cowfrted  povver  wich  ail 
the  arrogan^ce,  and  without  the  fteength,  of 
«n  Aiiatic  defpot.  Inftead  Jof  ^gaining  itfae 
aiufirs^eB  lof  the  bcyars  by  iiis  liberality  acnfl 
iCDfi)defi:eafi:on,  he  ordened  idxe  gtseatoft  part  a£ 
stiiem,  by  ^s  feccctaiy,  to  hafienno  M&  pn»- 
Cenee  witb  ^the  ^omifes  t)f  albgiance }  "^dule 

*  Dt  K^buslMD(cIiovitkk,I%«i.^hiiip.'itt.pr0;^ 

his 


I5«  HISTORY  OF  THE 

bis  vain  confidence  peg!le£ted  to  enforce  his 
pretentions  on  the  contumacious,  by  the  il- 
legal though  weighty  influence  of  the  fword. 
His  commands  were  therefore  difregarded, 
and  all  his  airy  fabrics  of  dominion  over? 
turned  in  the  folitude  of  a  prifon,  where  he 
paflTed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  contempt 
and  obfcurity. 

The  Ruffians  had  not  only  been  accuftomed 
to  behold  the  widows,  of  their  fovereigns  (hut 
themfelves  up  in  monafteries,  but  to  lay  afide 
all  remembrance  of  their  former  greatnefs :  but 
i)ppofite  fpedacles,  which  feemed  to  deride  the 
revered  inftitutions  of  former  ages,  were  now 
difplayed  to  the  court  and  to  the  people; — 
-Helena,  i«ftead  of  retiring,  to  a  monaftery^ 
•was  feen  to  hold  the  reins  of  government 
1534.  ^*^^  ^^^  though  gentle  bands,  and  to  didate 
laws  from  that  mouth  which  fo  well  could 
fpeak  the  language  of  tendernefs,  with  the 
amorous  Kniaz  Oboleniki,  better  known  by 
the  name  of  Ovtchina  *. 

But  this  intcrcourfe  of.  love  and  pleafure 
did  not  efcape  the  condemnation  of.  the 
boyars.  The  regent  heard  their  reproaches 
iwith  a  mind,  more  bent  on  vengeance  than 
amendment.  Her  aged  uncle  was  ambug  the 
firft  to  .experience  the  dreadful  effeds  of  a 


.  ♦  Joanp.  Bafil.  vita,  Iil?»  i.p.  251. 
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'woman^s  hatred.  Bred  in  the  toil,  danger, 
and  glory  of  the  camp,  with  the  honeft  blunt- 
nefs  of  a  foldier,  he  taxed  her  with  bcr  guilt, 

,  and  begged  of  hef^  if  fhc  could  not  overcome 
this  licentious  paflion  for  the  minion,  at  leaft 
to  indulge  it  with  fottie  regard  to  the  laws  of 
decency  and-  caution.  This  advice  fervcd 
only  to  exafperate  the  fierce  paffions  of  his 
niece,  without  reforming  her  vicious  propen- 
fities.  Under  a  falfe  acculatidn  of  his  cafting 
an  ambitious  eye  on  the  throne,  he  difcovered 
and  felt  the  cruel  hatred  of  Helena  and  the 
favourite.  From  a  court  which  profeflcd  the 
moft  blind  obedience  to  a  revengeful  wo- 
man, innocence  could  n6t  hope  its  acquittal. 
The  eyes  of  her  uncle  wtre  put  out  by  the 
fentence  of  his  judges ;  and  in  the  monaftery 
of  Troitfa,  his  misfortunes-  foon  aftc^rwards 
placed  him  beyond  the  reach  of  female  op- 
preflion. 

The  punifhment  and  death  of  her  uncle 
became  the  fignal  for  revolt.  The  prince  15  <j. 
Semen  Belfki  and  many  other  noblemen 
abandoned  Riiflia,  and  fled  into  Poland,  en- 
raged at  her  abufe  of  power,  which  left  no 
vcftige  of  her  former  fenfe  and  virtue;  and 
the  ertipire,    which    had  been    raifed   to  fo 

^fl9uriihiDg  an  height  by  the  third  Ivan,  had 
nearly  been  once  more   threatened    by  the 

fatal 
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fatal  temped  of  inteftiDe  feuds  and  devada* 
tions. 

Among  the  number  of  illuftrious  perfon» 
ruined  by  the  intricate  arts  of  creatures^ 
found,  alas!  in  every  age,  and  in  every 
court  \  who  weave  their  web  of  mifchicf  for 
each  word  and  aCtion  which  reproaches  or 
threatens  to  reprefs  their  difgraceful  influ* 
ence,  was^  Andrew,  the  only  paternal  uncle  of 
the  unconfcious  Ivan.  In  the  interval  of 
thefe  (hameful  occurrences  which  fo  deeply 
agitated  the  capital,  the  Tatars  of  Kazan  had 
gradually  increafed  their  power,  and  already 
difplayed  fome  movements  which  alarmed  the 
court  of  Ruflia.  Coutiers  were  then  dii^ 
patched  from  the  regent  to  Andrew,  to  de^ 
mand  his  attendance  at  the  court.  But  under 
a  counterfeit  illnefs,  he  fought  to  evade  the 
*537-  odious  fummons.  The  phyfician,  however  fent 

5  The  illuftrloiis  Youftg,  in  his  tr^gtdj't  •«  The  Revenge/' 
which  exhibits  fuch  a  rare  uxiion  of  genius  and  art,  has  ;i 
peculiar  happlnefs  in  his  ideas  and  images,  when  charac- 
terising the  arts  of  fuch  men,  the  cffedis  of  which  are  gener- 
ally fo  rapid  and  dec i five  : 

**  Ye  fubtle  daemons,  who  refide 

In  conrts,  and  do  your  work  with  bows  and  fxnilesp 
That  little  engin'ry,  more  roifchievoas 
Than  fleets  and  armies,  and  the  cannoa's  nm^der^ 
Teach  me  to  look  a  lie,"  &c.  Sec. 
•  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  6, 7,  S.  Lc  Clcrc,  tom.U.  p.  175^ 
^76. 

to 
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to  bim  it  his  own  tequeft^  dtfclofed  his  real 
iituation  to  Helena.  But,  while  an  officer 
of  Andrew  was  dommiffioned  to  repair  to 
her  in  order  to  obviate  every  prejudice  that 
might  atife  from  the  report  of  the  phyfician, 
ibme  of  her  trufty  fpies  who  had  been  planted 
around  the  domains  of  this  prince,  arrived 
before  the  friend  of  Andrew  fo  tell  their  royal 
miftrefs,  that  the  following  day  had  been 
fixed  for  the  flight  of  the  prince  into  Po- 
land. 

^  Informed  of  their  report,  and  of  the  in- 
tention of  Helena  to  feize  his  perfon,  he  fled 
to  Novgorod,  and  thence  iflTued  letters  to  the 
nobles,  which  principally  urged  the  difgrace 
of  acknowledging  the  authority  of  an  infant, 
and  of  an  oft^ntatious  cruel  woman,  who  alone 
fubmitted  her  conduft  to  the  obje£k  of  hef 
fcandalous  attachment,  whilft  his  rank  and 
,>Experience  were  entirely  overlooked,  both 
of  which  fo  juftly  entitled  him  to  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  councils  and  armies. 
But  the  majority  of  the  Boyars  were  not 
prepared  for  rebellion:  a  few  only  repaired 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous  with  intentions 
agreeable  to  the  «^i(hes  of  Andrew,  but  with 

7  Lcvlfqne,  torn.  iii.  p.  9—14,    Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p  tjf 

means 
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means  far  from  being  calculated  to  (hake  off 
their  dependence, 

Ovcchina  haftened  to  take  the  field  againft 
the  rebels.  When  the  two  armies  faced  each 
other,  the  condudl  of  Andrew,  from  the  con-* 
fcioufnefs  of  his  own  weaknefe,  was*  marked 
with  hefitation,  fear,  and  diftruft.  After  ba- 
lancing, with  a  trembling  hand,  his  own  ad- 
vantages with  thofe  of  the  enemy,  his  pre- 
fumption,  unfupported  by  that  firmnefs  of 
mind  which  no  unforefeen  difafters  flipujd 
weaken,  became  the  natural  caufe  and  fore- 
runner of  his  fubmiffion  to  Ovtchina,  from 
whom  he  only  fought  his  perfonal  fafety. 
By  this  cowardly  adt  he  completely deftroyed 
himfelf  and  his  band,  whom  defpair  might 
have  rendered  fuccefsful,  by  uniting  their 
counfels,  and  invigorating  their  arms. 

Ovtchina,  pradtiled  in  deceit  and  cunning, 
conduced  his  captive  to  Mofcow ;  the  re-^ 
preaches,  doubtlefs  concerted,  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  court,  revealed  at  once  to  the 
difcoufolate  Andrew  the  full  horror  of  his 
fituaiion.  The  aflurances  of  perfonal  fafety, 
made  by  Ovtchina,  were  difregarded ;  his 
colleagues,  after  undergoing  the  torture 
and  knoot,  were  then  releafed  from  their 
fufFerings;  while  he  was  caft  into  a  dun- 
geon, and  left  there  to  lament  that  want  of 
conftancy  and  difcerhment  which   proved  fo 

fatal 
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£ital  to  hlmfelf  and  to  his  followers^  Helena 
did  not  furvive  her  vidim  a  month.  She 
died,  after  a  reign  of  four  years,  with  the  in- 
famy of  having  (hed  the  blood  of  almoft 
every  one  that  was  noble,  great,  or  good  \ 
If  we  may  credit  the  hiftory  of  the  times,  her 
diflblute  life  was  finiftied  by  poifon;  while 
the  partner  of  her  pleafures  was  condemned 
to  be  cut  to  pieces  in  the  market-place  by  the . 
hands  of  the  common  hangman  \ 

With  the  years  of  Ivan,  his  woes  increafedi 
On  the  death  of  Helena^  and  even  during 
her  lifetime,  his  vail  empire  was  opprefled 
by  Mikhail  Toutch^of^  and  the  princes  Ivan 
and  Vaflili  Chouiiki,  who  rivalled  each  other 
in  vice,  corruption,  and  cruelty.  While  the 
hours  of  Helena  were  confumed  in  a  round 
of  fenfual  gratifications,  they  had  contrived 
to  poffefs  themfelves  of  her  power.  The 
royal  treafury  was  plundered,  every  principle 
of  law  and  juftice  was  trampled  upon  with 
impunity,  >and  the  moil  illuftrious  perfons  of 
the  ilate  were  a  prey  to  their  brutal  fury. 
Emboldened  by  their  fuccefs^  they  feized  the 

■  Odcrborn  thus  relates  the  death  of  a  ^omanf  whofe 
conduft  as  tcgtnt  had  fo  defervedly  excited  the  public  ab- 
horrence :  *'  PoU  omnibus  invifay  et  infidiis  circumventai 
▼itam  venenoy  ut  meruerat»  amifit;"  lib.  i.  p.  252. 

^  In  partes  difledus.  De  Rebus  Mofchoviticis^  lib.  i. 
cap.  xi«  p.  6j« 

V 
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young  monarch,  under  the  flimfy  pretence 
of  guarding  him  from  the  dangers  of  con-, 
fpiracy;  and  on  all  occafions  treated  him 
more  like  a  dependent  than  a  prince.  Even 
the  virtues  became  offenfive  to  the  fight  of 
thefe  tyrants ;  and  a  long  lift  of  the  friends  of 
Vaflili  were  either  profcribed  or  murdered, 
becaufe  they  had  deferred  and  received  the 
afTeaion  of  their  mafter.  Indifferent  even  to 
all  forms  of  refpeA  and  decency,  it  was 
no  uncommon  fpeftacle  to  behold  Vaflili 
Ch6uifki,  carelefsly  reclining  on  the  bench 
or  bed  of  the  late  fovereign,  while  the 
knees  of  the  royal  Ivan  ferved  for  his  foot-* 
ftcol. 

But  when  the  faint  glimmerings  of  reafon 
dawned  upon  the  mind  of  Ivati^  his  wounded 
fpirit  became  incapable  of  r^[>cfe,  until  he 
had  revenged  thefe  accumulated  infultS)  and 
wrefted  his  opprefied  country  froih  the  bands 
of  tfcefe  uftifpers.  The  firft  aft  in  which  he 
fecretly  aimed  at  independence,  was  to  fend 
Chouiflki  to  Vladimir  under  the  pretext  of 
overawing  the  Tatars*  The  haughty  Chouifki 
liftened  and  obeyed,  willing  to  (hew  Ivan^ 
that  his  abfence  from  the  court  could  not 
impair  his  power. 

On  his  departure,  the  young  prince  placed^ 
near  his  perfon  Ivan  Belfki,  kinfman  to  the 
traitor  Semen ;  and  admitted  him  alone  to 

the 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  i6i 

the  dangerous  honour  of  fharing  his  confi-^ 
dence.  But  the  precipitate  return  of  Chou« 
iflci,  who  had  received  an  account  of  Ivan's 
condudl  in  his  abfence,  inftantly  clouded  the 
rifing  fortune  of  this  favourite.  He  entered 
the  capital  viith  a  retinue  which  difplayed 
all  the  pomp  of  a  fovereign.  In  a  council 
compofed  of  his  dependents,  he  exetcifed 
without  difguife  the  whole  executive  power* 
In  one  inhuman  mandate,  the  expeditious 
rage  of  the  ufurper  completed  the  ruin  of  the 
friends  of  Ivan,  before  the  prince  had  received 
the  mortifying  intelligence  of  hrs  return. 
AH  of  them  difappeared,  by  exile,  confinC'* 
ment,  or  afTaflination.  Belfki  experienced 
the  firft  of  the  punilliments ;  nor  did  the 
enraged  Ivan  know  the  fentence  of  his  fa*- 
vourite,  until  |;he  arreft  of  fome  friends  at 
the  door  of  his  own  apartments  ihewed  him 
he  was  again  a  Have  to  the  jealous  tyranny  of 
Chouifki. 

The  rigour  employed  againft  the  venerable 
metropolitan  implies  the  part  he  took  in  the 
intercfts  of  Belfki.  In  the  middle  of  the  night, 
the  followers  of  Chouilki  purfued  the  chief  of 
the  church  into  the  chamber  of  the  powerlefs 
Ivan,  from  thence  they  hurried  into  a  convent 
at  Bieloz^ro,  to  which  city,  Bellki  the  .fa- 
vourite was  alfo  baniflied,  whofe  hopes  of 
M  2  deli- 
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deliverance  were  fooa  afterwards  ended  by  a 
violent  death. 

■^'But  while  the  bowels  of  the  empire  were 
thus  torn  by   Chouilki,  while  the  youthful 
Ivan  was    brooding   over  his  own  injuries 
and  thofc  of  his  country  in  negleded  folitudc, 
the  threats  of  a  foreign  invader  aroufed  all 
ranks, and  filled  them  with  alacrity  and  fervour 
in  the  caufe  of  their  religion  and  independ- 
ence.  This  enthufiaftic  ardour  was  enkindled 
by  the  enterprizing  Sapha  Guerei,  khan  of 
Grim,  who,  won  by  the  folicitations  of  the 
king  of  Poland,  broke   his  late  patched  up 
peace  with  Ruflia,  with  unfeigned  joy.     To 
this  ftep  he  was  alfo  urged  by  the  prince  Se- 
men Beliki,  kinfman  of  the  late  favourite, 
vhofe  dillatisfadlion  at  the  condudt  of  the 
deceafed  regent  had  led  him  firil  to  abandon, 
and  then  to  become  the  mortal  foe  of  bis 
1541.   country.      The    artillery    and     mufqueteers 
accompanying    this    formidable    expedition 
were   provided  by  the  Ottoman  court ;  and 
already  had  the  revengeful  fancy  of  Beliki 
painted  Uie  pidure  of  his  country  in  ruins 
from,  the  deftrudive  progrefs  of   the   Ta- 
tars. 

"  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  15—18.    Le  Clcrc,  torn.  11. 
p.  281,282. 

But 
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But  their  mighty  preparations  were  un- 
folded in  time  to  the  Ruffian  court,  and  the 
orders  to  fruftrate  the  defigns  of  the  Tatar 
obtained  the  ftrenuous  fupport  of  all  men, 
who  were  either  aduated  by  the  laudable  or 
felfiQi  motives  of  patriotifm  and  intereft. 
Troops,  ammunition,  and  artillery  were  fup- 
plied  by  the  adive  zeal  of  the  cities  ;  and  the 
nobles,  for  once,  loft  all  recolledion  of  their 
private  quarrels  and  hoftilities,  in  their  eager 
defire  to  repel  Sapha  Guerei. 

The  adive  khan  had  already  crofled  the 
Oka  with  his  whole  horde ;  when  to  his 
utter  furprife  and  confternation,  an  advanced 
corps  of  the  enemy  prefented  themfelves  on 
the  oppofite  bank,  while  frefli  fwarms  of 
Ruffian  troops  were  haftening  down  to  join 
them.  The  Tatars,  who  had  indulged  the 
hopes  of  an  eafy  conqueft  of  the  provinces, 
were  panic-ftruck  at  the  hourly  increafing 
force  of  their  enemies.  The  khan,  in  his 
rage  and  difappointment,  vented  the  moft 
fanguinary  threats  on  the  traitor  Belfki, 
which  were  afterwards  executed,  for  in- 
ftigating  him  to  fo  rafh  an  undertaking. 
The  whole  night  was  paffed  by  the  terrified 
Tatars,  in  continual  alarms :  nor  were  their 
apprehenfions  leffened  at  the  dawn  of  day, 
when  they  difoovered  the  hoftile  bank  lined 
with  additional  troops,  yvho  had  joined  their 

M  3  country- 
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countrymen  In  the  night.  The  khan  and  his 
Tatars  now  only  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  fafe 
retreat.  To  affift  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  flight, 
they  difencumbered  themfelvcs  from  their 
arms,  and  provifions,  and  abandoned  their 
worn-out  horfes;  and  to  impede  their  pur- 
•  ,  fuers,  they  broke  down  their  waggons.  So 
lively  were  the  impreifions  of  their  terrors, 
that  they  never  halted  until  they  had  fwam 
the  Don,  whofe  broad  and  friendly  flream 
checked  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians. 
>54^.  The  important  moment  was  now  at  laft 
arrived,  when  Ivan  grafped  his  fceptre  with 
the  ftrength  and  independence  of  a  man  " ; 
nurtured  in  the  fchool  of  adverfity,  his  tyrants 
had  unknowingly  taught  him  the  valuable 
leflbn  of  finding  the  refources  of  redrefs  in 
his  own  genius  and  prefence  of  mind.  At 
the  youthful  age  of  fourteen  **,  a  period  at 
which  the  human  charader  is  generally  loofe 
and  indeterminate,  he  feems  to  have  poflefled 
all  the  confirmed  attributes  of  an  adive  and 
enterprifing  manhood. 

In  a  full  afilembly  of  his  nobles,  and  in  a 
fpeech  delivered   with  the   moft    impreffive 

"  brifa  les  Hens  4e  la  tiitelle,  oii  fon  cnra<51ere  InJe- 

pcndant  ne  pouvoit  plus  ctre  relferre.     Lacombe,  p.  41. 

■*  One  writer  makes  him  pofrcfs  the  abfclute  fway  of  his 
anceftors  even  at  the  c:irly  age  of  twelve;  "  Piicr  aJhuc 
duodecennis  habenas  imperii  capeflivit ;"  De  Rebus  Mof- 
choviticis,  lib.  i.  cap.  xil.  p.  65. 

dig- 
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dignity  and  freedom^  he  thus  proclaimed  his 
intention  to  expofe  himfelf  in  the  defence  of 
his  rights,  his  empire,  and  his  independence. 
**  Iflue  of  the  blood  of  Rurik,  I  am  the  fole 
heir  of  my  anceftors,  and  you  have  offered 
me  the  homage  of  allegiance,  even  in  my 
cradle.  But  the  unproteded  (late  of  my  in- 
fancy has  given  ample  fcope  for  turbulent 
and  defigning  men  to  poffefs  the  royal  power; 
and  their  feizure  of  my  authority  has  been 
pregnant  with  manifold  evils,  Thefe  enemies 
of  peace  and  order  have  filled  with  fcandalous 
oppreffion  the  government,  to  which  I  have 
been  called  by  right  and  by  nature ;  they  have 
confounded  the  prerogatives  of  the  prince 
with  his  fubjeds ;  they  have  mingled  in  one 
common  mafs,  my  pofleffions  with  their  do- 
mains, the  revenues  of  the  ftate  with  their 
own  houfes  ;  they  have  driven  from  my  per- 
fon  thofe  brave  men  who  were  the  beft  fup- 
port  of  my  government :  but  the  period  of 
their  iniquities  is  finiflieds  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment are  now  held  by  my  hands;  and  my 
fubjeds  (hall  find,  that  I  wifli  to  ftand  for- 
ward as  the  protedor  of  the  innocent,  the 
punifher  of  the  guilty."  His  voice  was 
beard  and  obeyed  '^j  and  his  firfl:  mandate^ 

by 

"  See  Le  Clerc^tom.  11.  p.  284.     Such  is  the  brief  aiul 

impcrfeft  account  prefcnted  to  us  by  LeYefqiie,  and  L^ 

'        M4.  Ucjv. 
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by  which  he  pleafed  the  minds  of  all  refledl- 
ing  men,  was  to  condemn  Chouilki  to  the 
block,  whofe  name  and  power  had  fo  lately 
acknowledged  no  fuperior.  His  numerous 
partizans  either  (hared  the  fame  fate,  or  were 
kept  in  confinement,  or  fent  into  exile. 

Thus  fell,  beneath  the  firft  efforts  of  a  boy, 
a  confederacy  which  not  only  threatened  to 
overturn  the  throne,  but  to  weaken  the  lirmeft 
foundations  of  the  empire  itfelf.  The  cha- 
racter of  the  court  was  changed  with  the 
fortune  of  Ivan.  A  certain  Boutourlin  pre- 
fumed  to  utter  the  language  of  difrefped,  for 
which  he  was  puniflied  with  the  lofs  of  .his 
tongue.  This  adk  of  feverity  fpou  taught  the 
Boyars  to  obey  their  fovereign. 

But  Ivan,  compelled  from  his  unhappy 
fituation,  to  rule  over  his  fubjeds  with  the 
rod  of  terror,  contra<fled  that  inflexible  feverity 
of  charader,  which  no  improvement  of  his 
mind  could  ever  efface,  '*His  animal  fpirits 
tranfported  him  beyond  all  bounds  of  modera- 


Clerc,  of  this  extraordinary  tranra<5lion  ;  yet  It  feeins  highl/ 
probable  that  feme  fccret  combination  nmft  have  cxilled 
among  tJie  nobility  adverfe  to  the  power  of  Chouifki,  which 
allured  tlic  young  Iv;m  of  an  eflTtdual  fupport  in  this  ha- 
7.ard(^us  exertion  of  his  independent  aiuhoiity. 

*♦  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  19,  20.    Lc  Clcrc,  lorn.  u.  p.  2S6, 

=87. 
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tion,  while  in  his  refentments  he  was  fo  brutal, 
that  he  difgruced  humainty.  Raifed  from  the 
deptfi  of  defpair  to  the  height  of  profperity,  . 
he  rolled  headlong  on  in  vice  and  folly,  until 
almoft  every  remnant  of  virtue  was  eradi- 
cated from  his  mind*  The  remembrance  of 
his  fevere  captivity  enhanced  the  charms  of 
freedom.  But  in  acknowledging  her  gifts,  he 
difplayed  the  fury  of  a  favage,  infttad  of  the 
gratitude  of  a  rational  being.  Surrounded  by 
thofe  who  were  of  the  fame  thoughtlefs  age, 
and  of  the  fame  wicked  propenfities,  he  fre- 
quently difturbed  the  tranquillity  of  Mofcow, 
by  a  feries  of  cruelties  too  inhuman  to  relate. 
But  to  caft  a  friendly  veil  over  thefe  frailties 
of  his  youth,  we  muft  attribute  his  licentious 
conduijt  to  the  degenerate  tamenefs  of  his 
boyars,  who,  had  they  fpoken  the  harl]ie!t 
truth  with  the  (irmnefs  of  men,  would  have 
corrected  a  temper,  which,  though  naturally 
violent,  was  ftill  capable  of  amendment,  and 
a  heart  which,  though  devoted  to  the  wildeft 
cxcelfes  of  rage,  was  ftill  fufceptible  of  fome 
good  impreffions. 

To  what  height  of  violence  the  unbridled 
paflions  of  Ivan  would  have  condudled  him, 
and  in  what  manner  they  would  have  termi- 
nated, we  (hall  not  prefume  to  conjedlure  ; 
for  we  lofc  fight   of  the  firft  of   hiftorical 

duties, 
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duties,  if  we  enter  the  intricate  and  endlefs 
paths  of  fpeculation :  but  his  marriage,  which 
1547.  was  folemnizcd  with  his  coronation,  on  which 
memorable  day  he  firft  afTumed  the  title  of 
the. Czar'*,  produced  for  a  time  a  furprifing 
aheration  in  his  condu^  and  manners ;  and 
at  the  age  of  fixteen  the  public  attention  was 
turned  with  fond  regard  towards  their  mo«» 
narch,  whofe  riper  years  prognofticated  a 
conftellation  of  virtues.  To  the  mild  in- 
fluence of  his  wife**,  who  had  obtained  a 
happy  dominion  over  her  huiband,  muft  be 
attributed  the  merit  of  this  reformation. 

More  wife  than  eloquent,  more  perfevcring 
than  hazardous,  the  daughter  of  Roman  Yury^ 
vitz,  direded  the  attention  of  Ivan  to  objeds 
of  utility,  and  taught  him  the  juft  fentiments  of 
contempt  for  his  profligate  aflbciates.  Then 
men  of  talents  and  of  diflferent  kinds,  and 

■'  It  may  not  be  impertment  here  to  remark,  that  our  at- 
tention to  the  ear  and  eye  of  the  reader  obliges  us,  however 
improper,  to  put  ^a;  for  /s,  in  the  orthography  of  this  royal 
name.  In  conformity  to  this  choice,  we  (hall  invariably 
write  the  titles  of  the  wife,  fon,  and  daughter  of  the  Czarj^ 
in  the  following  manner,  cxariua^  czaroviiz-^  ezarevna,  al- 
though the  Ruffians  ftyle  them  txaritza,  t%arevhcht  and  tza^ 
rtvnm.  In  ail  words  of  Ruffian  origin,  I  have  indifferently 
,  copied  the  mod  approved  writers  on  Ruffian  hiftory. 

*^  "  Des  qu'elle  eut  pris  de  Pafcendant  fur  fon  efprit/*' 
fays  Le  Clerc,  *'elle  ofa  lui  donner  des  confeils.  La  fenfibi- 
iite,  I'humanite,  la  fagefle  Ics  di(flcrent.*'* 

of 
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of  incorruptible  integrity  furrounded  the 
throne  of  Ivan  ;  while  the  genius  to  com- 
mand, and  the  wifdom  to  obey,  were  fliewa 
by  Ivan  *'.  Not  flattery,  or  the  difgracefui 
art  of  amufing  a  debauched  prince,  was  here 
the  fure  and  ready  road  to  preferment ;  rank 
and  fortune,  all  bowed  with  homage  before 
the  genuine  offspring  of  merit,  while  buf- 
foons and  fycophants  were  baniOied  from  a 
court,  whofe  labours  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  left  no  interval  for  the  admiffion  of 
their  tributes  of  unmeaning  merriment  or  of 
fervile  panegyric  '*. 

*'  When  Ivan  had  gradually  reftored  the  1547* 
health  of  his  government,  which  had  been 
hadening  to  a  rapid  decay  from  civil  difcord 
and  oppreffion,  his  daring  foul  refolved  to 
cruih  for  ever  the  ancient  tyrants  of  his 
country,   and    to  fecure    their  kingdom   to 

'^  For  acontraft  to  this  civilized  pidure,  fee  the  furious 
invefbive  of  bis  implacable  enemy  Oderborn  Joann.  BafiJ^ 
▼ita,  lib.  i.  p.  ?53,  ^54. 

'*  The  words  of  Levefque  are  lively  and  expreflivc  : 
"  Ce  n'ctait  plus  la  flatterie,  ce  n'etait  plus  Tart  d'amulcr 
un  prince  diffipe  qui  conduifaient  aux  honneurs  ;  les  di- 
gnites,  la  fortune,  allaient  au  devant  du  merite,  et  les  bouf- 
fons,  les  flatteurs  fur^nt  chaifes  d'une  cour  ou  Ics  travauic 
qu'cxige  le  bonheur  du  peupic,  ne  laiffalent  plus  le  temps  dc 
les  ecouter." 

'•  Iicverque,  torn,  iii.  p.  25,  ?6,  27. 

bimfsif 
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liimfelf  and  his  pofterity ;  and  the  temper  of 
the  times  favoured  his  ambition.  Each  day 
the  nobles  of  Kazan,  inflamed  by  party 
zeal,  arrived  at  the  palace  of  the  Czar,  to 
provoke  and  precipiiate  the  ruin  of  their 
country,  and  to  ^rofefs  their  attachment  to 
his  perfon. 

But  to  proceed  with  accuracy  in  the  fate 
of  Kazan,  we  muft  revert  to  the  conduft 
of  the  Tatars  in  the  adminiftratidn  of  the 
du(£lile  Helena.  During  the  latter  part  of 
her  regency,  feveral  latar  princes,  difcon- 
tented  with  the  government  of  Sapha  Guerei, 
had  reforted  to  the  Ruffian  court  to  urge 
the  downfal  of  their  fovereign.  And  while 
.  tuefe  rebellious  fubjedls,  in  language  dic- 
tated by  hatred  and  despair,  ftimulated  Ruflia 
againft  their  diftraded  country,  to  complete 
their  folly,  they  implored  the  pardon  of 
their  late  prince  Sheikh  AH.  This  prince 
had  been  recompenied  by  the  late  Vafili 
with  confulerable  appanages  for  his  difjp- 
pointment  of  a  tlirone,  from  Vvhicb-he  had 
been  fo  defervedly  expelled  by  his  mean  vices 
and  bloody  cruelties.  His  envy  however  of 
the  fuperior  fortune  of  his  brother  Eu-Ali 
exceeded  his  gratitude;  and  his  unfuccelj-ful 
labours  to  excite  a  fedition,  removed  him  to 
a  |>rifoa  in  Bleh  z6ro.  The  more  tempo- 
rizing 
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rizing  policy  of  the  regent  reftored  him  to 
his  liberty,  and  her  judgment  fuggefted,  with 
fome  degre  of  probability,  that  the  rights 
which  Shiekh- Ali  had  already  poflefled  to  the 
Kazanite  kingdom,  and  which,  though  dor* 
mant,  were  not  extinguiflied,  would  alarm 
the  fears  of  Sapha  Guerei,  when  he  faw  them 
upheld  by  the  Ruffian  court. 

Sheikh  All  was  therefore  releafed  from  his 
confinement,  and  conduced  to  Mofcowj 
where  he  received  an  audience  from  the 
prince  and  his  mother.  In  this  (ingular  in* 
terview,  he  proftrated  himfelf  before  them, 
repeatedly  ftruck  the  earth-  with  his  forehead, 
and  on  his  knees  entreated  their  forgivenefs 
of  his  faults,  with  expreffions  far  more  ap- 
propriate to  the  character  of  a  flave  than  of  a 
fovereign,  who,  while  he  nobly  avows  his  er- 
rors, and  his  intentions  of  reforming  them, 
ypt  (hould  never  lofe  fight  of  the  dignity  of 
his  (lation.  In  fuch  a  conduA  we  are  at  a 
lofs  to  difcover  the  haughty  demeanor  of  the 
race  of  Zingis  Khan,  and  that  ftern  ferocity 
which  ftruck  terror  and  obedience  into  the 
hearts  of  the  long-fubje£led  Ruffians.  But 
in  the  continuance  of  a  minority  expofed  .to 
all  the  horrors  of  domeftic  difcord,  the  op- 
portunities arc  few,  and  the  feafon  unpro- 
pitious  to  purfue  with  fuccefs  the  defigns  of 
external  grandeur.     Thus,  no  real  fruits  of 

viciory 
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viAory  were  gathered  by  the  regent,  and  fto 
junction  of  the  mutinous  Tatars  was  produc- 
tive of  any  decifive  advantage.  Each  might 
with  jaftice  boaft  their  petty  fucceflcs,  and  a 
hollow  peace  at  lad  terminated  their  hoftili^ 
ties. 

"When  the  fccptre  alone  refided  in  the 
hands  of  the  happy  Ivan,  his  genius  foon 
perceived,  that  on  the  ruins  of  the  Tatar  fway 
could  only  be  ereded  the  firm  foundation  of 
Ruffian  greatnefs.  But  to  trample  for  ever 
under  his  feet  a  nation,  which  had  fo  long 
contraded,  darkened,  and  almofl:  blotted  out 
the  name  of  his'^country  from  European 
people,  this  Charles  the  Seventh  of  Ruflia 
ihot  at  once  the  double  arrow  of  death  to  the 
freedom  of  the  Tatars  and  his  proud  Boyars^ 
by  his  introdudion  of  a  (landing  force,  for 
the  independence  of  his  throne  and  civiliza- 
tion **  of  his  empire. 

A  body  of  troops  regularly  trained  to  mi- 
litary fubordination,  and  who  were  inftruded 
to  place  all  their  hopes  of  reward  in  royal 

*•  Levefque>  torn.  ill.  p.  aS — 31.      Le  Clcrc,  torn.  ii. 
p.  2901  391. 

^'  It  is  the  decifive  opinion  of  that  great  philofopher,  Dr. 
Adam  Smith,  that  a  barbarous  country  can  only  be  fud- 
denly  and  tolerably  civilized  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  well 
regulated  ftanding  army.  See  his  profound  and  inftrudlivc 
iwork,  Wealth  of  Nations,  fifth  edition,  vol.  ii.  p.  22 1. 

favour 
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Sivour  and  difcernment,  had  never  yet  fe* 
conded  the  military  operations  of  the  mo(t 
ambitious  defcendant  of  the  houfe  of  Rurik. 
Before  this  interefting  period,  the  nobles  were 
obliged  to  encounter  the  dangers  and  hard«- 
fhips  of  the  field.  The  moft  eminent  among 
their  order,  under  the  name  of  Voyevodes, 
executed  the  functions  of  general  officers, 
or  elfe  received  the  appellation  of  Golo^y; 
which  name  aniwered  to  the  rank  of  colonel. 
The  reft  performed  the  fervice  of  private  fol* 
diers :  the  moft  opulent  maintaining  them* 
felves  at  their  own  expence  ;  the  others  were 
remunerated  with  fiefs,  nanned  pomc/iiCj  and  an 
inconfiderable  pay  in  filven  In  the  laft  ranks 
of  the  nobility  were  placed  the  Dvoriant 
Goroi^dej  or  the  nobles  of  the  city ;  and  the 
Diiti  Boiarjkk^  infant  Boyars,  fo  called  becaufe 
they  aded  in  the  field  undec  the  guidance  of 
the  Boyars,  as  fons  obey  the  commands  of 
dmr  pareots.  Their  power  and  fituation 
were  inferior  to  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  nobi- 
lity. The  proprietors  of  fiefs  were  followed 
by  boors,  fcaotiiy  equipped  with  arms  and 
clothing,  ahd  utterly  deftitute  even  of  the 
appearance  of  difcrpline.  Each  noble  was 
competted  to  bring  with  bim  a  number  of 
men,  divided  into  foot  and  borfe,  in  pro« 
portion  to  the  value  of  their  landed^  pofief* 
4  fions. 
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fions*  **  The  labourers,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city,  and  above  all,  the  merchants,  were 
liever  fummoned  to  adion  but  in  times  of 
emergency  and  danger.  But  the  fafcty  of 
the  ftate  was  menaced  with  perils  great  as 
immediate,  and  the  church  *'  was  called 
upon  for  a  copious  fupply  of  men  and 
horfes. 

The  levying  of  the  troops  which  each  city 
was  to  furnilh,  conftituLed  a  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  voyevode  or  governor.  They  were 
compofed  chiefly  of  people  from  the  dregs  of 
mankind,  whofe  wild  natures,  impatient  of 
controul,  foon  made  them  relinquifli  the 
ftandard  under  which  they  had  enlifted.  An 
army  therefore  which  difplayed  fo  loofea  fpirit 
of  aflbciatian,  could  never  expeifi  to  exert  itfelf 
with  vigour  and  fuccefs,  but  againft  an  adver- 
fary  who  laboured  under  the  fame  manifeft 
difadvantages* 

To  obviate  defects  fo  unfavourable  to  the 
hopes  of  Qonqudd  and  renown,  the  enlarged 

**  An  hiftorian,  however,  \vhofe  authenticity  is  rcfpe^» 
th\c,  aiTures  us,  ^^  Agricolam  five  colonum  nullum»  nullum 
ct  jam  mercatorcm  inmilitlam  legit."  Sec  Mofcoviae  Com- 
xnent«  cap.  xxvi.  p.  129. 

*»  Sec  Eftat  de  I'Empire  de  Ruffle,  et  Grande  Duch£  dd 
Mofcovie,  par  le  Capitaine  Margaret,  a  Paris  i6o7#p.  '^*    •* 

viewa 
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tiews  df  Ivan  formed,  in  the  year  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-five,  the  celebrated  militia  of 
^StfeKt^s^  which  corps  may  be  confidered  as 
the  firft  bold  and  mafterly  eftabUihment  of  a 
{landing  army  in  the  empire  of  Ruilia.  The 
1k>w  had  hitherto  been  ufed  by  his  fubjeds  as 
the  moft  efficacious  inftrument  in  battle :  but 
he  armed  them  with  the  more  ferviceable 
fofily  pradifed  them  in  military  evolutions 
with  unremitted  attention^  and  taught  them 
to  depend  more  on  their  difcipline  than 
their  numbers  and  courage.  A  part  of  this 
new  appointed  force  was  deftined  to  guard  the 
perfon  of  their  monarch;  the  reft  ferved  in 
the  armies.  Inftead  therefore  of  thofe  ancient 
bands  aflembled  in  fuch  hafte  and  confufion, 
ignorant  even  of  the  rudiments  of  war,  and 
reliefs  under  the  yoke  of  difcipline,  Ruflia 
beheld,  for  the  firfl  time,  foldiers  alike  accuf- 
tomed  to  every  inclemency  of  weather,  to  the 
vigorous  and  fteady  operations  of  regular 
fcnrice,  and  ready  for  adion  at  the  flighteft 
warnrng  of  their  monarch. 

A  fliort  time  after  thefe  capital  occurrences, 
the  fadions  which  weakened  the  kingdom  of 
Kazan,  influenced  more  by  their  violent  paf« 
fions  than  reafon,  united  themfelves  againft 
their  khan  Sapha  Guerei.  His  expulfion  was 
theconfequence  of  this  capricious  and  momen«- 
tary  combination.    In  the  court  of  his  father- 

N  .  in- 
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in-hw,  chief  of  the  horde  of  Nogais,  he  fbuodr 
a  fecure  afylum  from  the  purfuirs  of  liis  eoe-^ 
mies ;  but  hifi  dariog  foul  dill  longed  for  the 
more  dangerous  cares  of  empire.  By  the  foroca 
of  bis  father^in  law  the  fiege  of  Kazan  was 
formed.  But,  after  many  attempts,,  they  found 
the  befieged  too  flxong)  for  them  to  producfi 
any  cfFedt. 

The  untradable  Kazanites  no  longqr  poif* 
ibflfcd  of  a  fovereigQ,  reclaimed  the  prote^ion 
of  the  Czar^and  requeued  his  appolntiqeht  of 
Sheikh  x^li  to  their  vacant  throne.  But  under 
the  £hcw  of.  returning  allegiance  tbey  can^* 
cealcd  their  intentions  of  murder  and  rc-p 
Yenge  *^  j  appiized  of  the  approach  of  Sheikh 
Ali,  and  clad  in  complete  armpur  under  their 
loofe  and  flowing  habits,  they  met  him  on. 
the  road,  and  accompanied  him  yrith  every 
mark  of  refpe^a  and  honour  as  far  a9  the  city; 
where  they  dropped  the  maik  of  their  diffi- 
mulation :  Sheikh  Ali  was  rudely  feparated 
from  his  hundred  Murfas,  whom  he  had 
brought  with  him,  and  who  were  left  in  the 

**  "  Eraient-ils  dc  bonne  foi,  ou  voulaicnt-ih  feulementfe 
fiiire  llvrcr  un  prince  qui  leur  etait  odieux  et  par  {qs  ao- 
ciennes  cruaures,  et  parce  que  la  Ruffic  s*en  fervait  contrc 
eux  comme  d'un  epouvanuil  ?  C-eftce  iju'il  feralt  difficik 
de. decider."  The  words  of  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  page  31.  Wc 
cannot  here  applaud  the  fagacity  of  our  Duftor  hiftoricus, 
8s  in  our  mind  their  conduct  fo  eafily  unties  the  knot  of  chti 
Quel^bn. 

ftrength 
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ftrength  6i  a  prifon  to  lament  their  own 
and  mafter'is  misfortune;  while  two  or 
three  thoufand  of  his  Tatars,  who  followed 
faitn  from  Kaffimof,  were  butchered  in  the 
country. 

Two  Voyevodes  alone  returned  from  this 
cavalcade  to  relate  to  the  Czar  the  difgrace  of 
Sheikh  AH,  and  the  cruelty  of  the  Tatars. 
''Six  whole  months  were  pafled,'  by  this 
fhadow  of  regal  power,  in  fear  and  mortifi- 
cation ;  for  through  all  his  feftivals  and  coftly 
prefents,  through  all  his  oftentatious  (hew  of 
kindnefs,  the  Tatars  plainly  faw  the  villainy 
of  his  mind.  They  knew  that  his  fears  alone 
gave  birth  to  his  prodigal  generofity  and 
benevolence,  and  therefore  they  were  deter- 
mined that  he  fliould  have  the  double  fhame 
of  (looping  to  the  arts  of  deceit,  and  of 
reaping  no  benefit  from  them.  Various  were 
the  ftratagems  to  provoke  him  to  fome  a£t  of 
violence  which  might  authorize  them  to  kill 
him.  But  his  unconquerable  love  of  life 
difappointed  their  moft  fanguine  expefta*- 
lions. 

Hopelefs  of  overcoming  their  deep-rooted 
avtrfioD,  he  now  only  fought  to  eSe£t  his 
deliverance.  He  therefore  invited  thepriQce$> 

*^  Lefcfqatf  tarn*  ui.  p.  3a»  33.      Le  Clarc»  torn.  IL 
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the  murfas,  or  chiefs,  and  priDcipal  merchant6f 
to  a  mofl  fumptuous   entertainnlenti    while 
tables,  profufely  loaded  with  ftrong  liquors, 
were  fpread  for  the  people  ii^  the  courts  of 
his  palace  and  market  places.     The  chiefs  of 
the  nation  retired  to  their  houfes  overpowered 
by  exceffive  drinking ;    and  the  ftre^s  were 
like  wife  ftrewed  with  people,  deprived  of  their 
reafon  from  the  fame  caufe.     In  this  univer*- 
fal  fcene  of  intoxication  *^  the  palace  and  the 
gates  of  the  city  were  alike  deferted  by  their 
refpedive  guards.     In  the  night  Sheikh  All 
efFeded  his  efcape,   with  a  few  murfas,  per- 
haps chieHy  compofed  of  thofe  who  had  par- 
ticipated bis  happier  fortunes  at   Kaflimof ; 
and,  incredible  as  it  may  feem,  three  days 
elapfed  before  the  Kazanites  difcovered  the 
lofs  of  their  intended  vidlinu     A  Tatar  of 
the  name  of  Tchoura,  the  abettor  of  his  flight, 
was  beat  to  death  in  the  firft  fally  of  their 
aftoni(hment  and  rage;   and  Sapha  Guerei 
was  again  recalled. 

*'The  Czar  feized  the  earlieft  opportunity 
of  punifliing  the  treafon  of  the  Kazanites^ 

*®  The  intoxication  of  tlie  ancient  Scythians  was  prover^ 
bial.  The  Spartans  (kyt  that  the  Cleomtnes  by  Gamniviii«> 
eating  wkh  them,  iii  11  became  4ruak  and  afterwards  mad. 
Zta^nnf  h,  6iJu\in<rotfl»  /juy,  oKfT^orvrn^t  xcu  fx  tvtv  ftavvm*  See 
the  fixth  book  of  Herodotus.  In  this  refped  perhaps  tlic 
ttad^iViay  think  the  Tatars  did  not  difgrace  their  anceftors 

^  Lcvefque,  tom.  iii.  p.  34—39 — ^43— 45*    Lc  Clerc» 
taau  ii.  p.  293—297—299. 
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Whien  the  fnows  bad  diiappeared  from  off 
the  fields,  he  difpatched  to  Kazan  a  great 
body  of  troops  armed  with  pikes,  and 
fome  companies  of  Strelitzes,  whofe  adions 
refembled  the  defultory  attacks  of  a  ban* 
ditii,  more  than  the  fyftematic  operations  of 
a  regular  army.  The  vaft  plains  inhabited 
by  the  TcheremiiTes  prefented  the  odious 
fpe&ade  of  uniform  devaftation.  In  one  of 
his  grand  hunting  matches,  Sapha  Guerei 
lumfelf  had  nearly  been  captured ;  while  three 
thoufand  of  his  men  were  cut  in  pieces,  his 
tents,  provifions,  and  baggage  became  the 
ipoii  of  the  foes,  and  he  himfelf,  aflifted  by 
ten  followers,  found  with  great  difficulty,  a 
fhelter  under  the  walls  of  Kazan. 

At  the  potent  call  of  revenge  and  fafety, 
twenty  thoufand  men  foon  furrounded  his 
ftandard.  The  Ruffians,  informed  of  their 
preparadons,  lay  concealed  with  great  fecrecy 
and  precaudon.  Three  days  of  uncommon 
fatigue  were  fpent  by  the  Kazanites  in  fearch 
of  the  enemy.  At  laft,  overpowered  by  heat 
and  exhaufted  by  labour,  they  turned  their 
horfes  into  the  paftures^  and  refigned  them^ 
felves  to  a*  fatal  fleep,  near  to  the  fpot  which 
the  enemy  had  chofen  for  ambulh.  Iffii- 
ing  from  their  ambufcade,  the  Ruffians  came 
upon  them  with  horrific  outcries,  and  cut  the 
|;reateft  part  of  them  to  pieces.  The  fword 
N3  of 
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of  flaoghter  was  not  (hetthed  ^'until  ievrateett 
thoufand  men  were  flain^  and  two  thoufand 
taken  prifoners.  The  forefts  ihekered  the 
remainder. 

But  while  the  Ruffians  feaned  to  have 
ibbdued  the  I^azanites  on  every  ftde^  they 
.  again  revived  with  an  increafe  of  iuvj  and  of 
oumbers,  and,  in  their  turn,  came  upon  their 
^5So»  fierce  invaders.  But  in  the  midft  of  the£b 
bloody  confiids  Sapha  Guerei  tetmioated  his 
career  of  ambition  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe. 
To  Sumbec,  the  youngefl:  azKl  beft  beloved  of 
his  wives,  he  committed  his  doubtful  fceptce 
until  her  infant  fon  (hould  attain  the  age  of 
manhood* 

The  impatient  Ivan  flew  to  arms  under  the 
vain  expedation  that  his  youth  would  be  fig- 
nalized  by  an  eafy  vidory  over  an  enemy 
whofe  fex  rendered  her  in  his  eyes,  an  objed  • 
.  of  weaknefs  and  contempt.  Over  the  hard 
furface  of  meafurde&  fnows,  this  army  ar- 
rived at  Kazan,  confiderably^dimimlhed  by 
cold  and  toil.  Its  military  appearance,  hew- 
ever,  might  ftill  be  deemed  formidable*  For 
three  whole  months  they  attacked  the  city  ; 
but  after  all  their  repeated  exertiona,  the  be- 
fieged  ftill  maintdned  and  improved  their 
advantages.  The  artillery  employed  at  this 
iiege  was  more  productive  of  found  xhm 
effed ;  the  ignorance  of  the  a^  having  con- 

ftruaed 
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ftraded  it  of  too  eilotmous  a  fize  to  produce 
any  decifive  ftdtraiitage.  Ivan  was  at  lad  com-^ 
pelled  to  acknowledgie,  that  the  fiege  could 
only  be  carried  on  with  a  doubtful  fuccefs^ 
until  the  thaw  permitted  the  eredion  of  bat^ 
teriea.  To  his  great  mortification  he  was 
therefore  obliged  to  depart  from  Kazan. 

This  expedition,  fo  ftcrile  in  the  produce  of 
glory,  proved^  in  the  end,  highly  ferviceable 
to  himfelf  and  his  country.  Returning  to 
MoTcow  he  perceived  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Sviaga,  a  fteep  mountain  which  feem  forti« 
fied  by  nature.  On  this  favorable  fpor, 
the  diftance  bsing  only  five  leagues  from 
Kazan,  the  Ruffian  monarch  refolved  to 
build  a  fmall  city,  which  would  enable  him 
fpeedily  to  atchieve  a  complete  and  perma- 
nent conqueft.  Had  his  anceftors  known 
the  advantage  derived  from  a  frontier  for- 
trefs,  the  reign  of  their  foreign  matters  w^uld 
have  fooner  perhaps  been  abridged  and  abo- 
Hflied. 

Arrived  at  Mofcow,  his  mofl:  ferious 
thoughts  Were  bent  on  his  new  defign,  the 
execution  of  which  he  entrufted  to  the  zeal 
of  Sheikh' All.  The  commands  of  a  prince 
who  punifties  with  rigour  the  flighteft  delay, 
are  fure  td  be  executed  with  fingular  difpatch. 
The  work  therefore  went  on  with  unwearied 
ardour  j  whole  groves  of  trees  were  quickly 
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1551-  cut  dowoi  (haped,  and  fquared.  Thefe  wwks 
being  finiihed^  Sheikh  Ali,  whofe  fuperin- 
tendance  of  the  bufinefs  had  fo  much  con* 
tributed  to  animate  the  diligence  of  the  work* 
men,  provided  barks  of  uncommon  ftrengtb 
and  capactoufnefs  for  thefe  huge  pieces  of 
timber  which  were  to  be  fafhioned  into  the 
form  of  a  citadel ;  and,  at  the  head  of  a  con* 
fiderable  army,  he  failed  down  the  Volga  to 
protect  the  artificers. 

Under  the  friendly  cover  of  a  thick  fog, 
the  Tatar  deputy  reached  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  foon  put  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
pofture  of  defence  as  mocked  the  efforts  of  the 
enemy.  While  fuch  was  the  dexterity  of  the 
workmen,  that  in  the  fliort  fpace  of  a  month, 
they  united  thefe  prepared  parts  of  the  floating 
city.  Sviajfk  was  the  name  of  this  important 
place,  fo  called  from  that  river  watering  the 
bafe  of  the  mountain ;  and  from  the  ilrength 
and  convenience  of  the  fituation,  the  popula* 
tion  foon  increafed.  A  monaftery,  a  prin-r 
cipal  church  and  fix  of  an  inferior  cafl,  de» 
corated  the  riling  beauty  of  Sviajfkt  and  many 
buildings  were  raifed  at  the  private  expence 
of  noblemen,  merchants,  aad  perfons  of  every 
rank*  While  fcarce  three  days  had  elapfed 
from  the  time  of  the  conftrudion  of  the  ci« 
tadel,  when  the  chiefs  of  the  Tcheremifliaqi 
mpi^ntaine^rs  brought  dowp   their   tributes 

and 
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and  acknowledged  the  authority  of  Ivan. 
The  RuiTians  made  an  eftimate  of  the  new 
fubjeSs  of  their  Czar,  and  it  amounted  to 
forty  thoufand  fighting  men. 

This  new  raifed  city  was  beheld  with  terror 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Kazan,  and  the  alann 
was  increafed  by  the  peafants  who  ihcef- 
faatly  flocked  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
to  feek  an  afylum  in  the  capital*  But  the 
^rmnefs  of  the  regent  was  immoveable  in 
this  hour  of  trial.  Aided  by  the  zeal  and 
counfels  of  her  lover  Oulou-Kochak,  a  fon  of 
the  Crimean  Khan ;  Sumbec  increafed  the 
ftrength.of  her  fortifications,  iflfued  orders  for 
the  levying  of  an  army;  and  deriving  lefs  com- 
fort from  her  real  fituation  than  from  the  re- 
fources  of  her  mind,  had  already  removed^ 
by  the  power  of  her  own  opinion,  the  Ruf- 
fians not  only  from  Sviajfk,  but  alfo  from  the 
whole  of  the  kingdom  of  Ka^an. 

But  the  Tatars,  though  ftrong  in  numbers, 
were  weak  from  their  fears ;  and  as  their 
courage  declined,  they  grew  more  infolent  to 
the  regent.  Oulou-Kochak,  whofe  noble 
fpirit  fought  to  animate  the  Kazanites  to  toil 
and  to  danger,  now  experienced  that  he  was 
the  objed  of  their  greateft  hatred.  In  defpair 
therefore  of  rendering  any  eflential  fervice  to 
his  miftrefs,  and  fenfible  that  his  ilay  would 
only  promote  fome  infurredioa  which  wovil4 

termi- 
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terminate  in  his  death,  he  abruptly  left  the 
ungrateful  city,  attended  by  his  own  people. 
His  retreat  ferved  not  to  moderate  their  re- 
fentment.  They  treacheroufly  revealed  his 
route  to  Sheikh  Ali,  who  overtook  Iiina  between 
the  Don  and  Volga.  The  engagement  was 
for  fome  time  maintained  with  great  valour 
and  alternate  fuccefs.  The  Rufiian  numbera 
at  laft  prevailed ;  and  the  fall  of  five  thoufand 
Tatars,  the  capture  of  their  leader,  his  family, 
and  three  hundred  chieftains  of  his  nation, 
proclaimed  the  decifive  victory  of  the  deputy 
of  Ivan.  They  were  fent  to  Mofcow  in 
chains  as  trophies  of  his  fuccefs.  The  prince 
commanded  their  converfion  to  chriftianityy 
and  on  their  refufal  he  condemned  them  to 
the  death  of  common  malefactors.  AU  were 
involved  in  this  arbitrary  decree,  except 
the  wife  and  children  of  the  prince,  whofe 
prompt  obedience  infured  their  fafety  and 
reward. 

When  her  favourite  was  gone,  the  Tatars 
impelled  by  their  cowardice,  hourly  impor-* 
tuned  their  royal  miftrefs  to  Ihare  her  heart 
and  government  with  the  now  formidable 
Sheikh-Ali.  Her  refiftance  for  a  long  time 
was  maintained  by  the  hope  that  fome  gleams' 
of  good  fortune  would  break  above  this  dark 
horizon,  but  fhe  was  admoniflied  by  ftate  nc- 
ceffity,  that  private  feelings  muft  fometimes 

yield 
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yield  to  public  welfare,  or  in  this  cafe  to  public 
ihame.  Her  acquiefcetux  to  their  unmanly 
Sppticadona  produttd  a  peace,  and  the  day 
was  now  looJked  for  with  impatience  that 
0iould  umtQ  the  fates  of  the  cautious  Sheikh 
All  and  the  daring  Sumbec. 

But  the  heart  of  this  piincefs  was  eoflaved 
by  the  dasmon  of  malignity.  As  a  mark  of 
refpe^t  to  her  future  huiband,  ihe  feat  him 
feveral  forts  of  refrefliments.  But  the  T^tar, 
whofe  mind  was  not  fo  wholly  engroflfed  by 
love  as  to  be  inattentive  to  the  fuggeilioas  oi 
prudence,  firil  imparted  a  portion  of  her. gifts 
to  a  dog ;  the  death  of  the  animal  attefted.the 
guilt  of  the  regent  of  Kazan*  And  we  alfo 
learn  from  the  evidence  of  the  Kazanites, 
that  among  other  gifts  was  a  fhirt  worked  by 
her  hand  of  mifchief,  which,  placed  on  the 
back  of  a  criminal  by  the  fufpicious  prince, 
fiuilhed  his  Ufe  in  the  moft  hideous  coovul- 
(ions.  But  whatever  truth  there  might  be  for 
this  diabolical  (lory,  the  deputies  difavowed 
their  knowledge  of  it  in  the  name  of  the 
chiefs  and  people,  and  declared  the  revenge- 
ful Sumbec  unworthy  of  her  nation  and 
throne.  On  this  declaration  thirty  thoufand 
men  marched  into  the  city  of  Kazan,  and 
furrounded  the  palace.  By  the  orders  of 
Sheikh  Ali,  the  regent  and  her  fon  were  fent 
prifoners  to  the  capital  of  Ruifia.     We  are 

ignorant 
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ignorant  of  the  fate  of  the  mother^  bat  th« 
young  prince  foon  after  the  irretrievable  loft 
of  tu8  kingdom,  received  the  facrament  of 
baptifm  under  the  name  of  Alexander. 

Accompanied  to  Kazan  by  a  Voyevode, 
twenty-two  thoufand  of  his  Tatars,  and  five 
thoufand  of  Strelitzes,  the  contemptible  Sheikh 
Ali  again  (hewed  himfelf  the  determined  foe 
to  juftice  and  humanity.  Raifed  above  fear 
by  the  afliduous  fidelity  of  the  Strelitzes,  who 
guarded  his  palace  both  night  and  day,  and 
fecured  from  the  retreat  of  his  vi&ims,  by 
chofen  fentinels  pofted  at  the  difierent  gates 
of  the  city,  and  the  keys  of  the  town  being 
depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  Voyevode,  this 
ilave  of  Rufiia  doomed  to  an  untimely  grave 
all  thofe  who  were  loved,  trufted,  or  refpeded 
by  their  countrymen ;  each  day  was  marked 
by  the  fame  horrid  repetition  of  murder ;  but 
his  crimes  at  laft  engendered  a  confpiracy, 
which  finally  hurled  him  from  his  blood^ 
ftained  throne. 

Excited  by  ambition,  courage,  and  capa* 
city,  Tchapkoun,  a  Tatar  prince  in  the  fervice 
of  Ivan,  repaired  to  Kazan,  with  the  confent 
of  his  mafter,  under  the  pretence  of  receiving 
a  valuable  bequeft ;  but  his  real  defigns  only 
tended  to  blow  thofe  fparks  of  difcontent 
at  Kazan  into  an  open  rebellion.  By  the 
reprefentations  of  this  faithlefs  fubjed,  Sheikh 
2  Ali 
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AU  was  commanded  to  appear  at  die  court  of 
Ivan^  with  his  army  and  Voycvode^  to  clear 
htmlelf  from  the  crime  of  treafon ;  and  three 
thoufand  meo^  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
Voyevodes,  who  were  deputed  to  the  vacant 
adminiftration  of  Kazan^  by  his  artifices  were 
admitted  into  the  city  and  then  facrificed  to 
bis  ambttioQ. 

Yet  this  event,  however  beneficial  to  hit 
caufe,  was  foon  followed  by  another^  which 
ruined  all  his  plans.  Sheikh  AH,  having  dif« 
covered  the  plot  which  occafioned  his  return, 
contrived  to  allure  five  hundred  of  its  fup- 
porters  to  Sviajft,  under  pretext  of  giving 
theni  a  friendly  farewell,  and  on  their  ap- 
j^roacby  he  commanded  his  troops  to  maiTacre 
all  of  them  but  ninety  or  a  hundred,  who  were 
fcnt  to  Mofcow  for  his  juftification.  This  zGt 
not  only  afterwards  fealed  his  pardon  with 
Ivan,  but  procured  him  an  honourable  retreat 
lo  Kaifimof,  while  Tchapkoun's  I'anguine 
hopes  of  obtaining  the  dignity  of  Khan  were 
for  ever  deftroyed  by  the  Kazanites  placing  in 
the  vacant  throne  Idigur  fon  to  Kazim,  who 
jruled  over  the  celebrated  kingdom  of  Aftrakan^ 

*^  The  formidable  revolt  of  Kazan  now 
claimed  the  undivided  attention  of  Ivan.    To 

*'  Levefque,  torn.  ill.  p  46-52.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  K. 
p.  300—^04. 
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thd  wiidom  of  his  beloved  emprefs  be  com« 
mitted  his  whole  authority  ;  and  with  a  mini 
irrecoverably  bent  on  the  deftrud:ion  of  the 
city,  and  with  a  judgment  matured  by  ex* 
perience,  he  took  the  field  on  the  feventti^Dth 
1552.  of  June.  The  feafon  of  the  year,  tlie  ar* 
dour  and  the  difcipline  of  the  troopi^  in- 
flamed to  the  higheft  pitch  of  enthiifiafm  by 
the  prefcnce  of  their  gallant  yonng  motiarch, 
all  confpired  to  promife  complete  fuccefs*  The 
Krimean  Khan  anxioufly  wifh^d  to  make  a 
diverfion  in  favcnir  of  the  new-eleded  prince 
of  Kazan ;  his  courage  however  did  not  aC^ 
fimilate  with  his  indinttions,  although  It  en* 
ticed  him  as  far  as  Toula.  But  when  the 
news  came  that  the  Ruffians  we^  adv;elticiilg 
to  meet  him,  he  declined  the  unequal  conteftj 
and  his  retreat  was  followed  with  confiderable 
!ofs  from  the  activity  of  his  purfuers.  The 
army  refumed  their  march  towards  Kazan^ 
In  their  progrefs  the  lives  of  many  had  been 
endangered  by  a  fcarcity  of  bread;  bat  on 
their  arrival  at  Sviajflc,  the  Czar  muft  have 
felt  and  might  have  praifed  the  falutary  effeda 
of  his  improvements;  fmce  by  the  wifdom  of 
his  plans,  an  inhofpitable  mountain  was  now 
converted  into  an  obedient  city,  whofe  con- 
venience of  quarters  and  abundance  of  pro- 
vifibns  relieved  the  weary  and  half-ftarved 

Ruffians* 
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RuiSana.      Their  artillery    was    tranfported 
down  the  Volga* 

The  city  of  Kazan,  whofc  lofty  top  ovcr^ 
ha&gs  the  river  Kazanka,  is  furrounded  by  an 
iminenfe  meadow;  along  which  the  troops 
of  the  Czar  were  fpread.  Her  walls  were 
defended  by  thirty  thoufand  of  the  braveft 
troops  of  the  khan.  The  RufHanp,  in  making 
their  approaches,  were  greatly  annoyed  by 
the  briik  fire  from  the  ramparts,  and  by  the 
continued  attacks  of  the  enemy  from  their 
camp ;  but  every  impediment  to  the  conftruc* 
tion  of  their  entrenchments  was  finally  re* 
medied  by  their  indefatigable  perfeverance. 
The  fkilful  policy  of  Idigur  had  lodged  in  a 
wood  one  half  of  the  Tcheremiffes  and  No* 
gsis,  whofe  hatred  of  the  Ruffians  had 
brought,  them  to  the  memorable  fiege  of  Ka* 
j^an.  •  It  u^s  prqvioufly  commanded,  that, 
when  they  (hould  behold  the  great  banner  on 
the  loftieft  tower  of  the  city,  on  the  fight  of  this 
fignal  they  ihould  inftantly  fally  from  their 
retreat,  and  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  befiegers, 
while  the  Kazanites  attacked  the  front  of  their 
powerful  foe.  Thefe  inftru<Slion8  were  con- 
ceived with  judgment  and  executed  with  pi*e- 
eifion.  In  the  audacious  fury  of  this  double 
attack, a difgraceful  wcund  was inflided on  the 
Auflian  army,  who  were  driven  from  their  en* 
trenchments,  and  compelled  to  abandon  their 

artillery ; 
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artillery;  the  fame  of  Ivan  muft  now  have  beed 
inevitably  tarniflied  by  a  (hameful  defeat,  had 
not  the  nobility  of  Mouzom,  confpicuQus  for 
their  valour,  rallied  their  broken  troops,  and 
led  them  back  with  redoubled  vigour  to  the 
face  of  the  Kazanitcs.  The  battle  was  again 
renewed  with  a  defpferate  refolution  on  both  ' 
fides.  The  Kazanites,  elated  by  the  firft 
fla(h  of  fuccefs,  ftood  for  a  time  invincible  j 
but  the  RufHans,  burning  to  wipe  away  their 
(hame,  and  animated  by  the  exhortations  of 
their  Czar,  who  ihared  the  dangers  of  the 
meaneft  foldier  in  this  perilous  enterprize, 
finally  triumphed  over  every  oppofition. 
Thofe  who  retreated  to  the  city  wer^ 
either  fofFocated  in  the  gateways,  or  expe- 
rienced the  dire  effeds  of  Ruffian  fury.  But 
thefe  rplendid  advantages  did  not  cool  the 
exertions  of  the  befieged :  for  three  whole 
weeks,  by  well  concerted  and  bold  falliea, 
they  diflfufed  confufion  and  flaughfer  among 
the  ranks  of  the  Ruffians.  Ivan  at  laft  checked 
thefe  impetuous  attacks,  and  likewife  confined 
the  Nogais  to  the  thigkets,  by  the  improved 
ftate  of  his  difpofitions. 

Proteded  from  their  aflaults,  the  Rufliaa 
army  was  now  compelled  to  encounter  the 
more  terrible  attacks  of  famine.  The  fub« 
fiftence  of  an  immenfe  army  muft  be  re- 
garded iu  all  ages  as  one  of  thole  charges 

which 
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which  engage  the  peculiar  attention  of  a  wife 
commander  *^  Yet  their  public  diftrefs  did 
not  originate  from  the  fcantinefs  of  a  firft 
fupply,  but  from  the  imprudence  of  a  general 
wafte.  To  obviate  this  fatal  evil,  the  Czar 
difpatched  feveral  parties  to  fcour  the  country 
in  fcarch  of  forage,  and  we  can  conceive, 
though  not  defcribe,  the  joy  which  the  Ruf- 
liaas  muft  have  felt,  when  their  minds 
were  alone  filled  with  the  gloomy  apprehen- 
fions  of  peri(hing  by  famine,  to  fee  their  com- 
rades return  with  fuch  great  fupplies,  that 
an  ox  was  exchanged;  in  the  camp  for  the 
low  value  of  a  few  kopecs  '^ 

In  this  important  fiege  the  intrepid  genius 
of  the  Czar  emulated  the  talents  of  his  beft 
commander,  and  (hewed  himfelf  worthy  of 
his  future  greatnefs.  To  the  hotteft  part  of 
the  adiion  he  was  always  conduded,  by  his 
eagernefs  of  fame  and  impetuofity  of  temper ; 
while,  in  (baring  the  hard(hips  of  the  foldiers, 
and  encouriging  them  by  his  promptitude  and 
diligence,  Ivan  had  few  equals.  His  hours 
were  often  pafTed  in  reconnoitring  the  dif- 

*•  'A»i«  y«f  TfvTw,  fays  the  experience  of  Clearchus,  or 
rather  Xenophon  in  the  Anabafis,  •un  rpal^iyow  •uri  A»t« 
o^tXo;  vjcy.     £x  edit.  T.  Hutchinfon,  p.  42. 

'^  The  kopecs  may  be  rated  equal  to  filver  pennies*  al- 
though they  haye  fuffered  fome  variations  in  their  form  and 
Cze,  under  different  names.  See  the  Hift.  RufT.  Numifm. 
tn  Le  Clerci  Hift.  Aocienne  de  la  Ruffie,  torn.  ii..  p.  529. 

O  ferent 
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ferent  parts  of  the  hoftile  city,  in  examining 
the  efFeds  of  the  artillery  and  machines,  in 
direQing  the  works,  and  in  urging  the  pro- 
gtefs  of  the  ramparts,  which  were  to  be  raifed 
to  the  height  of  the  walls,  to  place  the  be- 
fiegers  on  a  level  with  the  platform  of  the 
citadel.  On  a  tower  higher  than  the  ram- 
parts, were  mounted  by  his  order,  ten  heavy 
canons,  which  inceifantly  thundered  on  the 
city,  while  from  the  top  of  the  fame  build« 
ing,  the  Strelitzes  fired  with  fuch  ikill  on 
the  inhabitants,  that  fcarce  a  (hot  was  idly 
wafted. 

The  moment  was  now  rapidly  approach- 
ing when  the  fate  of  Kazan  could  no  longer 
be  averted.  Among  the  men  of  fcience  who 
followed  Ivan  to  this  theatre  of  war,  was  a 
Ruflian  whofe  ftudy  of  medicine  did  not  dif- 
qualify  him  from  purfuing  with  equal,  per- 
haps fuperior  fuccefs,  the  oppofite  profeflion 
x)f  an  engineer;  direded  by  his  fktil,  Ivan 
watched,  with  an  anxious  eye,  the  perforation 
of  a  mine  under  the  foundations  of  the  wall. 
In  the  mean  time  the  water  was  cut  off  from 
the  city,  and  the  befiegers  conveyed  along 
the  channels  twenty  large  barrels  of  powder. 
The  mines  were  ready  on  the  fecond,  or  fixth 
pf  Odober,  and  the  military  judgment  of  the 
Czar  fixed  the  general  affault  on  the  inftant 
they  were  fprung*      During  the  interval  of 

this 
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this  momentous  period,  all  the  roads  by  which 
it  might  be  poffible  for  fuccours  to  reach  the 
city  were  guarded  by  ftrong  patroles;  the 
troops  in  a  flow  march  proceeded  to  furround 
the  walls,  accompanied  by  the  martial  mufic 
of  tambours  and  trumpets;  and  the  Tatars 
took  their  refpedive  ftations,  carelefs  of  life, 
and  impatient  for  adlion. 

All  thefe  fyftematic  preludes  were  now 
concluded,  and  hiftory  has  recorded  that  Sun- 
day was  the  day  appointed  for  the  final  re* 
dudion  of  the  independence  of  Kazan.  The 
fandimonious  Czar  aflifted  at  the  mafs,  with 
a  mind  folely  occupied  in  the  unchriftian  idea 
of  a  general  extermination.  When  the  deacon 
had  come  to  that  part  of  the  gofpel  which 
proclaims  that  there  Jhall  be  one  foUty  and  one 
Jbepberdy  words  defigned  by  the  impious  Ivan 
as  a  fignal  for  the  miners  to  fire  the  train,  his 
hearing  was  inftantly  aiTailed  by  the  horrible 
though  gratifying  noife  of  the  blown  up 
walls,  and  his  other  fenfes  regaled  by  the  air 
and  earth  being  fenfibly  afFeded  from  the 
prodigious  violence  of  the  explofion.  Yet 
this  invention  for  the  deftrudion  of  the  hu- 
man fpecies,  as  new  as  it  was  fatal  to  the 
Tatars,  did  not  appal  their  courage.  With 
the  mofl  obflinate  firmnefs  they  defended  the 
breach,  with  tihe  mofl  gallant  defpair  they 
defended  the  afhes  o^  the  city.  From  the 
O'  2  walls 


196  HISTORY  OF  THE 

walls  of  the  gardens,  the  roofs  of  the  houfes, 
they  fent  forth  vollies  of  miffile  weapons  in 
every  poffible  diredion,  kept  up  a  continual 
play  of  mufquetry  and  cannon^  and  dif* 
charged  on  the  heads  of  their  enemies  boiling* 
hot  liquors,  (lones,  and  beams  of  an  enor* 
jnous  fize.  The  Ruilians,  equally  defirous 
of  vidlory,  rufhed  headlong  on  the  breach^ 
clambered  up  the  tottering  walls,  aod  made  a 
paflTage  over  the  battlements ;  while  the  Tatars 
difplayed  the  fame  undaunted  refinance  in 
their  houfes  and  ftreets ;  for  every  houfe  was 
a  fortrefs,  every  ftreet  a  new  field  of  battle. 
They  fought  like  men  who  revered  the  me- 
morable exploits  of  their  anceftors,  called  to 
mind  the  greatnefs  of  their  territories,  and 
refolved,  if  they  muft  fall,  to  fall  with  the 
glories  of  an  honourable  revenge.  Where* 
ever  the  Ruffians  attempted  to  pafs,  they 
found  a  band  of  ftrenuous  opponents.  The 
ftreets,  the  market-places,  were  all  filled  with 
dead  bodies,  and  fuch  was  the  extenfivc 
pifture  of  their  havoc,  that  it  was  glaringly 
vifible  from  the  gates  to  the  fields,  and  even 
to  the  diftant  forefts. 

The  prince  Kourbfkoi,  who  was  not  only  a 
fpedator,  but  alfo  a  principal  zGtor  in  this 
fcene  of  uniform  calamity,  relates  that  the 
befieged,  deprived  of  all  hope,  and  forced  to 
abaodon.  what  they  held  mod  dear  to  the 

3  mercy 
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mercy  of  the  conqueror,  left  in  the  palace 
their  wives  and  children,  attired  in  their 
richeft  garments,  whofe  numbers  might 
amount  to  ten  thoufand.  To  this  receptacle 
of  female  woe  the  ftefn  Rufiians  foon  re- 
paired., their  countenances  disfigured  by  blood, 
fweat,  and  duft,  with  threats  in  their  eyes  and 
mouths,  and  with  arms  raifed  for  new  maf- 
facres.  But  they  were  not  fo  totally  defti- 
tute  of  humanity  as  to  flaughter  a  band  fo 
defencelefs,  and  fo  fubmiflive. 

Yet  the  viftory  did  not  fcem  decifive  until 
they  could  afcertain  the  fate  of  the  khan. 
They  at  laft  difcovered  him  at  a  diftant  quar* 
ter  of  the  city,  furrounded  by  a  handful  of 
loyal  fubjeifis,  who  claimed  the  happinefs  of 
dying  with  their  beloved  prince.  Unknown 
and  undiftinguiflied  from  the  reft  of  his  fol- 
lowers, he  would  have  received  and  wel- 
comed the  ftroke  of  death,  had  not  the  of-* 
ficious  zeal  of  one  of  his  officers  revealed  his 
name  and  difgrace*  He  was  put  into  chains, 
but  his  admiilion  to  baptifm,  under  the  name 
of  Semen,  reftored  him  afterwards  to  his  loft 
honours,  and  procured  the  friendihip  of  the 
conqueror.  A  prince  far  more  refpedable  in 
all  his  misfortunes  than  Sheikh  AH,  whofe 
abjedl  fervility  to  the  Czar,  had  led  him  to 
witnefs  the  ftruggles  of  his  countrymen,  the 
dcfcendants  of  the  renowned  Zingis  Khan  for 
O3  the 
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the  laft  remnants  of  their  public  liberties  ;  nor 
did  he  bluQi  at  the  ignominy  of  his  own 
fituation^  when,  in  the  midd  of  mountains  of 
bis  flain  fubjeds^  he  was  the  firft  to  falute 
the  Czar  with  the  title  of  conqueror  of  Ka^ 
zan  "•  To  deprefs  the  nobles,  and  to  enlarge 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  had  ever  been 
the  fecret  policy  of  Ivan,  but  not  until  he  had 
trampled  on  the  ruins  of  the  once  formidable 
Kazan,  did  he  dare  ta  fay  to  them,  ^^  God 
has  at  laft  ftrengthened  me  againft  your  at« 
tacks." 

The  '"courtiers  moft  confpicuous  for  their 
wifdom,  and  zealous  for  the  interefts  of  the 
throne,  advifed  their  vidiorious  prince  to  fix 
his  winter  refidence  at  Kazan,  in  order  to 
fubdue  the  neighbouring  countries,  either  by 
the  terrors  of  his  name  or  arms.  But  thefe 
judicious  counfcls  were  fuperfeded  by  his 
impatience  to  embrace  a  wife,  who  in  his 
abfencc  had  prefented  him  with  a  pledge  of 
her  afFcQion.  The  infurredlion  however  of 
feveral  Tatars  dependent  on  Kazan,  their  re- 
fufal  to  pay  the  tribute,  their  murder  of  his 

*'  Ivan  is  reported  by  the  ancient  hiftorians,  to  have 
wept  over  the  defolation  of  Kazan.  From  the  review  of 
his  actions  vc  fhoiikl  be  inclined  to  think  it  was  rather  the 
tear  of  joy  than  of  forrow,  which  appeared  on  his  ftem 
countenance. 

'*  Levefquc,  torn.  iii.  p.  53 — 58.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii. 
p.  305—308-312. 

colleQors, 
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colleftors^  the  lofs  of  a  general  and  battle, 
and  their  defolating  incurfions  even  to  the 
environs  of  Nigny-Novgorod  and  Monrom, 
difclofed  to  him  the  complicated  evils  refult- 
ing  from  his  inattention  to  their  advice ;  nor 
were  thefe  infults  properly  revenged  until  the 
fixth  year  after  the  capture  of  Kazan,  when 
Ivan  Cheremetref,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  men,  completely  puni(hed  the  favage 
fiercenefs  of  thefe  rebels,  and  taught  even  the 
plundering  Bafchkirs  to  tremble  at  the  power 
of  Rufiia. 

The  tremendous  fate  of  Kazan  foon  reached^ 

terrified,  and  aftoni(hed  the  Tatars  of  Aftra* 

kan;  and  fuch  was  the  fubftantial  renown 

which  Ivan   purchafed  from  this  firft  and 

moft  arduous  conqi^eft,  that  the  monarch  of  a 

great  and  powerful  nation  voluntarily  pro-* 

fefled  himfelf  the  vaiTal  of  Ivan  :  and  on  the 

death  of  this  new  ally,  which  happened  foon 

afterwards,  Emorguei,  the    fucceflbr   of  the 

Khan  Abdoul,  even   wilhed  to  receive  pay 

from  the  Czar;  fo  ftrong  appeared  his  attache 

ment  to  the  Ruflian  intereft.     Ivan,  had  not 

forgotten  the  repeated  perfidies  of  the  khans 

of  Kazan.     Before  this  dubious  charadler  was 

therefore  admitted  to  his  favour,  he  difpatched 

deputies  to  found  bis  real  difpofition,  and  to 

receive  his  oaths.    Inftead  of  being  treated 

O  4  with 
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with  that  refped):  due  to  their  rank  and  mif- 
fion,  the  deputies  were  robbed  by  Emorguei, 
But  this  behaviour,  however  unfuitable  to 
the  dignity  of  the  Ichan,  could  not  be  com- 
pared with  that  which  daily  awaited  his  fub- 
jeds.  This  deteftable  favage  feems  to  have 
mounted  the  throne  with  the  fixed  refolutiori 
to  convert  to  their  ruin  that  abfolute  power 
which  had  been  given  him  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.  The  Nogaian  princes  alfo  felt 
his  oppreffion :  but  their  patience  could  not 
long  tolerate  his  multiform  iniquities;  and  as 
they  had  already  acknowledged  the  yoke  of 
the  Czar,  they  did  nor  conceive  their  condud): 
tainted  with  ingratitude  or  treafon  in  offering 
him  their  whole  afliftance  againft  the  tyrant. 

Revenge  and.compaflion  now  alike  ftimu- 
lated  the  Czar  to  liften  to  the  intreaties  of  the 
Nogais,  and  to  punifli  the  affrpnt  offered  to 
1554*  his  embaffy.  An  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  provided  with  a  powerful  ordnance^ 
once  more  revifited  the  well-known  banks  of 
the  Volga,  in  their  progrefs  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  nations,  and. to  extend  the  glory  of 
their  monarch  :  never  did  a  Ruffian  army  en- 
counter lefs  difficulty  than  in  the  conqueft 
of  Aftrakan.  On  their  approach  the  capital 
contained  but  a  handful  of  armed  inhabitants, 
while  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  was  either 

fcattered 
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icattered  in  the  adjacent  iflands,  or  in  the  open 
plains.  Emboldened  by  this  eafy  pofleflion  of 
the  capital  (for  even  the  few  Tatars  who  had 
been  left  there,  took  flight,  and,  difgraceful  to 
the  humanity  of  the  vidlors,  were  butchered 
like  a  herd  of  cattle),  they  marched  with 
alacrity  to  the  camp  of  Emorguei,  where 
they  experienced  no  refiftance ;  while  the 
khan,  loaded  with  the  curfes  of  his  country, 
eluded  the  vengeance  of  the  Ruffians,  by  a 
timely  flight  into  Siberia.  Thus  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Ivan  the  large  and  populous  city  of 
Aftrakan,  the  pofition  of  which  is  as  favour- 
able to  the  enterprize  of  trade,  as  the  foil  of 
the  neighbouring  country  "  is  unpropitious 
to  the  eflTorts  of  agriculture.  In  very  an- 
cient times  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
general  ftaple  for  the  produdions  of  Perfia, 
India,  and  Arabia  '*.  The  magnitude  there* 
fore  of  this  vidory  muft  not  be  eftimated 
folely  from  the  advantage  of  enabling  Ivan  to 
fecure  all  his  conquefts  on  the  Volga,  but 

''  Several  attempts  have  been  lately  made  by  the  wifdoin 
of  the  Ruffian  government,  to  colonize  the  defert  of  Aftra- 
kan. See  PaJlas's  Voyages  throughout  the  Southern  pro* 
vinces  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  vol.  i.  p.  97. 

'♦  See  Ellis's  Memoir  of  a  Map  of  the  Countries  compre- 
bended  between  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Cafpian,  &c.  p.  i,  2. 
Bell's  defcription  of  Aftrakan,  vol.  i.  chap.  iii.  p.  36.  &c.and 
fianway's  Voyage  to  the  Caipian  Sea^  vol.  i.  p.  S2.  &c. 

,  from 
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from  the  opportunities  which  it  gave  to  his 
fuccefTors  of  extending  a  profitable  dominion 
towards  the  fouth  and  the  eail. 

The  Ruffian  generals,  to  fccure  the  alle- 
giance  of  the  Tatars,  firft  nominated  Derbtc 
^li,  a  prince  of  their  own  nation,  to  hold  the 
fword  of  juftice  in  the  name  of  the  Czar ; 
and  to  guard  his  attachment  from  any  capri- 
cious Duduation,  two  Voyevodes,  fome  in- 
fant Boyars,  and  a  detachment  of  Strelitzes, 
and  Cofacks,  were  Ja:ed  in  this  fubjugated 
city ;  while  the  fierce  and  Yagrant  habits  fo 
long  exercifed  by  the  Murfas,  in  their  paf- 
Jtoral,  or  rather  military  life,  were  reftrained 
by  the  Czar,  in  the  rigid  difcipline  of  the 
court,  or  in  their  refidence  at  Aftrakan^ 
where  their  conduct  was  equally  expofed 
to  the  eye  of  fufpicion  and  power.  The 
fupine  khan  of  Crim,  who  had  looked  on 
the  deftrudion  of  the  friendly  kingdoms 
of  Kazan  and  Aftrakan,  without  making 
more  than  one  feeble  attempt  to  hinder 
their  fubjeftion,  now  with  an  ignorance 
agreeable  to  his  former  condudl,  attacked  the 
Ruffians  fluftied  with  all  the  ardour  of  their 
late  fuccefs.  He  entered  Ruffia  at  the  head  of 
,j^^,  fixty  thoufand  men;  but  though  his  num- 
bers were  fo  formidable,  their  fears  reduced 
them  to  the  weaknefs  of  a  fmall  band.     The 

engagement 
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engagement  was  however  protraded  for  the 
fpace  of  two  whole  days,  when  the  Ruffians 
completely  defeated  them. 

Had  the  vanquiftied  Tatar  hordes  heen 
the  lead  pra<Slifed  in  the  arts  of  an  Italian 
combination,  had  their  rude  minds  been  im- 
prefled  with  a  knowledge  of  tl^e  innumerable 
advantages  originating  from  the  eftabliih^ 
ment  of  a  union  among  them,  which 
would  have  enabled  them  to  a£l  with  regiw 
larity^  and  to  purfue  one  command,  and  one 
intereft  at  the  fame  time,  the  Czar  would  not 
always  have  been  fo  fuccefsful.  Since  his 
undertaking  muft  have  met  ferjous  impedi- 
-ments  to  render  the  event  more  queftionable, 
and  the  poffeffion  more  precarious,  from  the 
viciflitude  of  fortune,  the  weight  of  expence, 
and  from  all  defcriptions  of  perfons  drawing 
their  fwords  with  fpirit  and  perfeverance  in 
fupport  of  their  national  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence". The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations 
is  fufficiently  illuftrated  by  the  celebrated 
victory  gained  over  Mamai  khart  of  the 
Golden  Horde,  in  the  year  1380,  by  the 
grand  prince  Demetrius,  which  may  be  juftly 
afcribed  to  that  powerful  bond  of  union  and 

**  As  we  recede  from  the  dark  (hades  of  Tntar  oppreffioii» 
vre  (hall  once  more  begin  to  ufe  with  freedom  and  fafety  thf 
works  of  other  biHorians. 

national 
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national  enthufiafm,  fo  happily  excited  among 
the  Ruffian  princes  by  their  leader,  who,  by 
the  (imple  plan  of  a  confederacy,  enabled  his 
countrymen,  for  the  firft  time,  to  contend  for 
their  independence  with  a  zeal  which  baffled 
all  the  efforts  of  their  tyrants.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  therefore,  if  thefe  affociations 
had  been  clofely  followed  up  by  his  fucceiforp, 
that  the  effeds  of  thofe  violent  convulfions 
into  which  Ruffia  was  thrown  by  the  frequent 
vifits  of  their  enflavers,  would  ceafe  to  have 
been  felt  before  the  third  and  fourth  Ivan 
mounted  the  throne  **. 

In  the  following  year",  a  new  enemy 
appeared  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Czar.  Moved  by  the  preffing  folicitations  of 
the  Livonians,  and  relying  on  their  promifes 
of  vigorous  co-operation,  the  renowned  hero 
and  patriot  of  Sweden,  Guftavus  Vafa  broke 
1556.  the  peace,  in  1556,  which  he  had  fworn  with 
the  Czar  in  1^37,  for  feventy  years  j  and  ra- 
tified in  1554.  The  city  of  Orecheck  had 
firft  the  honour  of  refifting  the  Swedifli  arms. 
For   twenty   days  the  town    was   invefted  j 

**  For  the  details  of  this  famous  battle,  fo  honourable  to 
the  Ruffian  prince,  and  which  acquire d  him  the  furnainc  of 
Don/ky^  the  adion  taking  place  on  the  Don,  fee  Levefquet 
torn.  ii.  p-  243,  244. 

''  Levefque^  torn.  iii.  p,  59 — 73.  Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  315 
—322. 

,    but 
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but,  at  laft  tired  out  by  their  long  oppofition, 
they  were  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  to 
reimbark  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  Ruf- 
fians advancing  to  the  fuccour  of  the  town. 
Be(ide  the  difgrace  attendant  on  a  retreat,  the 
Swedes  loft  one  vefTel  carrying  a  hundred  and 
fifty,  or  fixiy  men,  and  mounting  four  pieces 

.  of  heavy  cannon,  captured  by  the  Ruflians^ 
who  then  direded  their  hoftile  fteps  towards 

•  Finland.  Before  the  prince  Paletfkoi,  Nameft- 
nik  of  Novgorod  had  led  thefe  troops  into  that 
country,  he  addreffed  the  following  letter  to 
the  King  of  Sweden :  "  If  his  majefty  be 
folicitous  to  redrefs  the  wrongs  he  has  done^ 
or  to  avoid  the  punilhment  of  them,  be  muft 

'  himfelf  rep^iir  to  the  frontiers,  and  there  de- 
liver into  the  hands  of  the  Czar's  generals 
the  advifers  of  this  "  war.  On  this  condition 
only  will  the  paft  be  buried  in  oblivion. 
But,"  continues  this  audacious  writer,  **  if 
the  king  ihould  rafhly  refufe  this  laft  fatif- 
fadion,  we  will  then  require  them  in  the 
very  bofom  of  his  eftates/*  The  propofals 
were  couched  in  too  oriental  a  ftyle  of  defpo- 
lifm  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  fo  high- 


'*  Contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom  of  labouring  to  expofe  the 
favage  infenfibility  of  the  Ruflians,  Mr.  Williams  foftcns  this 
letter,  or  meffage  of  Palctikoi,  into  expreffions  of  humanity 
and  jufticcy  p.  49. 
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rpirited  Si  princei  The  Nameftnik  therefore, 
after  waiting  fome  time,  proceeded  to  accom-* 
plifli  his  threat.  His  ravages  were  committed 
with  impunity  until  he  reached  Wyburg  in 
Carelia  '*,  when  the  Swedifh  army  at  laft  ap* 
peared  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  his  dcftruc- 
tive  work.  The  events  of  this  day  were 
injurious  to  the  arms  of  Sweden.  We  are 
ignorant  of  the  caufes  which  occafioned  their 
failure  of  fpirit  during  this  important  engage- 
ment. But  the  decifive  vidory  of  Paletfkoi 
v/as  attefted  by  fuch  an  immenfe  concourfe  of 
male  and  female  captives,  that  their  individual 
value  did  not  exceed  a  trifling  fum  of  money. 
The  tempting  bloom  of  their  youthful  flaves 
more  opprefled  the  Ruflians  than  all  the  va- 
rious hardfhips  of  the  war ;  for  their  natural 
aufterity  of  charader  was  totally  loft  in  the 
unbounded  gratification  of  every  fenfual 
defire. 

Betrayed  by  the  Poles  and  Livonians  into 
this  unprofitable  conteft,  who  were  too  deeply 
agitated  by  their  own  internal  fadions  to 
remember  their  afiurances  of  fupport,  the 
prudence  of  Guftavus,  at  all  times  no  lefs 
confpicuous  than  his  valour,  extricated  him 

5*  Unfupported  by  any  authority,  Oderborn  places  the 
Czar  inftead  of  his  Lieutenant  at  Vybourg  j  fee  Joann.  Bafil.' 
Vita,  lib.  ii.  p.  2 da. 

'  from 
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from  this  uhexpeded  embarraflhieot/  by 
feeking  a  peace  *^j  which  was  concluded  for 
forty  years.  From  the  filence  of  the  Rufliap  1557. 
hiftorians  concerning  the  conditions  of  this 
peace,  we  may  juftly  fuppofe,  they  were  a^ 
favourable  to  the  Swedes  as  the  campaign 
had  proved  unfortunate.  The  Swedes  and 
Ruffians  were  yet  ftrangers  to  the  refinements 
and  accommodation  of  polifhed  courts.  Thb 
miniilers  of  Guftavus  were  not  permitted  to 
carry  on  their  negotiations  at  Mofcow,  but 
obliged  to  treat  with  the  Nameftniks  of  Nov* 
gorod. 

Though  the  war  was  fuccefsfully  termi- 
nated, yet  the  refentment  of  the  Czar  againft 
its  authors  arofe  in  exadl  proportion  to  the 
rule  and  meafure  of  his  fntere/l*  The  dor* 
mant,  and  probably  dubious  claims,  of  a  tri-«> 
bute  of  fifty  years'  (landing  from  the  Livo« 
nians,  were  revived  by  the  Czar,  that  bis 
hoftile  intentions  againft  their  territories 
might  be  coloured  with  fome  appearance  of 
juftice.  We  fhall  not  prefume  on  the  par 
tience  of  the  reader  to  examine  a  queftioa 
which  appears  to  be  no  lefs  intricate,  than 
akogether  uninftrudtive  to  us.  The  defign 
of  this  work  will  be  anfwered,  if  we  briefly 
obferve,  that  the  Livonians  hefiuted  not  to 

♦*■  PttflPcndorf.  Hift.  de  PEuropc,  torn.  iii.  p.  294. 

affirm. 
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a6firm,  that  no  fuch  proof  of  humiliation  e*- 
ifted  oa  their'  regifters,  and  that,  in  confc* 
quence  of  this  politive  declaration,  their  grand 
mafter  Wilhelm  Furftenburg  deemed  it  dero- 
gatory to  the  independence  of  the  Livonians 
to  acknowledge  this  real  or  fuppofititious 
demand  *'. 

The  Czar  foon  filled  Livonia  with  the 
forces  of  Plefkof  and  Novgorod,  the  flower  of 
his  troops  from  the  principality  of  Mourom^ 
the  Cofacks  of  the  Don,  and  a  (Irong  body  of 
Tatars  under  the  command  of  their  princes : 
.  while  he  himfelf  opened  the  campaign,  and 
during  a  month,  (hared  in  the  fatigues  of  his 
warriors.  Ivan  had  prudently  fixed  on  a 
period  for  this  expedition,  when  the  ftrength 
of  the  Livonians  was  wafted  away  by  the  flow 
confuming  fever  of  a  civil  war  **  between 
their  grand  mailer  and  the  catholic  bi(hop  of 
Riga. 

With  juftice  therefore  might  they  tremble 
at  the  approaching  conteft,  with  a  man  who 
was  determined  to  fupply  every  deficiency  of 
his  claims  by  the  weight  of  his  arms.     Over 

*»  Milton,  in  his  brief  Hiftory  of  Mufcovy,  fays  in  pofitlvc 
terms,  '*  he  pretended  right  of  inheritance,  p.  828." 

♦*  It  is  the  juft  and  lively  comparifon  of  the  celebrated 
Lord  Bacon,  ''vthat  a  civil  war  indeed  is  like  the  beat  of  a 
fever,  but  a  foreign  wjlv  is  like  the  heat  of  ezercife,  and 
fcrvcth  to  keep  the  body  in  health."  Sec  his  £flay5.  Moral, 
Economical,  and  Political,  p.  147. 

an 
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aa  extent  of  fixty  leagues,  in  the  territories 
of  Riga  and  Dorpt,  the  Ruffians  trod  with 
the  ravaging  fteps  of  barbarian  conquerors. 
Againft  foes  the  Livonians,  oppreflTed  by 
luxury  and  fa&ion,  coyld  make  but  a  feeble 
Hand.  The  events  of  this  vrar  may  be  de- 
fcribed  in  a  very  few  words  ^  all  oppofrtion 
funk  before  the  Ruffians,  and  in  their  deftruc- 
tive  progrefs  they  fpared  no  age,  fex,  or  rank, 
Livonia  was  dripped  of  her  riches ;  and  thofe 
of  her  fubjedls,  whom  the  chance  of  war  had 
made  prifoners,  were  fold  to  the  Tatars. 
Thefe  brilliant  fuccefles  were  to  have  been 
clofed  by  a  peace.  Already  the  Livonians 
had  obtained  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  fix 
months.  The  peace  was  agreed  ijpon,  and 
about  to  be  ratified  between  the  hoftile 
parties,  when  an  unforefeen  accident  again 
kindled  the  flamed  of  war  with  redoubled 
fury*^ 

The  city  of  Narva  belonged  to  the  Knights 
of  Livonia,  while  Ivan-Gorod,  founded  by 
his  father,  and  obedient  to  the  Czar,  was 
only  feparated  from  the  adjoining  city  by  the 
fmall  river  Narova.     The  Holy  Friday  has' 

♦'  See  a  copious  account  of  their  tranfadions  in  '*  Hiftoria 
belli  Livonici^  quod  niagnus  Mofchovi  tic  arum  dux  contra 
Liyones  geffit»  per  Tilmanmn  Bredenbachium  oonfoipta/' 
p.«3c»  231^  232.  This  hiftory  is  alfo  contained  in  the  va* 
luable  cbllcdion  of  Hcrbcftcin. 

P  ever 
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ever  been  regarded  with  extraordinary  deve- 
'^5^-  tion  in  the  Greek  calendar.  The  Ruffians 
of  Ivan-Gorod,  agreeable  to  the  tenets  of 
their  religion,  maintained  a  rigid  faft  until 
£after-day.  The  Livonians  for  fome  years 
had  throwh  off  the  papal  yoke  in  favour  of 
the  happy  reformation,  and  thefe  unthinking 
profelytes  thought  to  teftify  their  zeal  for  the 
new  do£lrine,  by  devoting  thofe  hours  to  in- 
temperance, which  their  more  pious  neigh- 
bours confecrated  to  all  the  feverities  of  mor- 
tification ;  goaded  on  by  the  double  force  of 
intoxication  and  zeal,  thefe  champions  of  Lu- 
ther and  of  Narva,  again  forfook  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  peace,  in  which  they  had  been  fo 
lately  bound  by  the  loofe  and  imperfed  fetters 
of  a  truce*  In  all  the  phrenzy  of  rage  they 
mounted  the  ramparts,  ^and  beholding  the 
Ruffians  fcattered  about  the  market-place  and 
ftreets  of  Ivan-Gorod,  in  thoughtlefs  fecurity, 
they  treacheroufly  pointed  the  cannon  againfl; 
them  for  three  days.  The  condudl  of  the 
Ruffians  on  this  occafion  exhibited  fuch  a 
marvellous  example  of  obedience,  as  per- 
baps^  cannot  be  matched  in  all  the  annals 
of  ancient  and  modern  hiftory.  The  recom- 
mencement of  hoililities  had  been  forbidden 
by  the  laft  orders  of  the  Czar ;  and  f9  great 
was  their  terror  of  his  punifhments,  that 
rather  than  difobey  his  commandsi  they  fuf- 

fered 
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fered  themfelvcs  to  be  killed  by  the  Ger- 
mans without  offering  the  fmalleft  refiftance. 
Such  amazing  refignation  is  fcarcely  to  be 
accredited  even  in  the  abjedt  charader  of  the 
Ruffians. 

At  laft  the  joyful  moments  came  which 
brought  them  fuccour,  and  the  repeal  of  that 
decree  which  had  fo  long  protedied  the  Lu- 
therans of  Narva.  Alarmed  at  the  firft  bul- 
lets of  the  enemy,  the  Germans  folicited,  and 
obtained  from  the  imprudence  of  the  Czar,  a 
fecond  truce  for  a  month.  But  the  defeat  of 
four  thoufand  men,  who  came  to  them  from 
Revel,  in  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  clouded 
every  profpedl  of  a  fure  and  fpeedy  reinforce- 
ment. The  renewal  of  the  war  now  feemed 
unavoidable  j  but  the  truce  was  not  yet  ex- 
pired, when  a  fire  broke  out  at  Narva,  in  the 
houfe  of  a  brewer.  The  conflagration  in- 
creafed  with  fuch  fury  in  the  lower,  that  the 
inhabitants  were  foon  forced  to  feek  their 
fafety  in  the  higher  town.  The  Ruffians, 
could  not  view  this  rapid  mifcbief  without 
feeling  a  flrong  impulfe  to  profit  by  their 
misfortunes.  Made  dextrous  by  their  eager- 
nefs  of  revenge,  they  feized  ail  the  barks, 
converted  the  planks  into  floating  rafts,  and 
when  thefe  materials  were  occupied,  they  tore 
the  doors  from  their  houfes,  and  in  this  ad- 
venturous manner  croffed  the  riven  The 
P  a  weU- 
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wdi'*  timed  ardour  of  the  people  arouied  tht 
lethargy  of  the  troops^  Stung  with  CJKSiine  a( 
their  daring  exeiftions,  they  haftened  with  all 
imaginably  fpeed  to  foUpw  an  ^i^ample  of 
which  they  bluflied  to  be  only  followers.  The 
Voyevodes  wiflied  to  retain  th^m ;  but  the 
barrier  of  command  was  broken  dowa  in  thji.8 
full  tide  of  enthufiafm.  9y  tb^fe  fudd^n  and 
vigorous  efforts  the  Ruffians  became  m^ftcrs 
of  the  lower  town.  Infti^ated  by  defpair, 
the  Livonians  then  i:ufhed  from  the  highei: , 
town,  to  engage  and  repel  the  enterprifing 
foe ;  but  to  theii:  utter  difinay  and  aftooifh- 
ment  thofe  engines  of  deftrtidition  were  turned 
againft  them,  which  had  formed  the  fafeguard 
of  their  walls.  The  dfiicipUne  apd  adivity  oi^ 
the  Strelitzea  completed  ^^eir  defeat,  aod  the 
citadel  was  obliged  to  caplit^late.  The  troops 
had  permiflloA  to  leave  th«  tov(n,  and  the  la« 
habitants  to  remain  in  the  cowtry^^.  The 
vigors  thought  themfelves  amply  repaid  for 
their  toils  by  the  pci&ffion  of  two  hundred 
aod  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  which  renewed 
the  zeal  and,  meaoa  for  new  coaq^efta^^ 

♦^  Read.  Joann.  Bafil.  Vita,  lib.  ii.  p.  277  2  and  fee  truth 
quite  difrcgarded  from  the  fpirit  of  prejudice- 

4$  «r  Expugnata  Ncrvia,  Mofchoviorum  exercitus,  arces, 
pagosy  vicos,  domes,  ac  villas  undique  quindecim  milliarum, 
latitudinc  circumjaccntcs,  diripit^  ct  vailat."  Hift.  Livonici 
Belli,  ip*.  333. ' 

They 
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They  were  no  lefs  rapid  than  numerous. 
Dorpt,  though  in  the  prime  of  her  vigour,  and 
guarded  by  the  bravery  of  a  ftrong  body  of 
national  and  mercenary  troops,  and  by  the 
ftrength  of  her  fortifications,  was  reduced  to 
implore  the  clemency  of  the  vifkorious  Ru(^ 
fians.  Their  defence  would  have  been  ftill 
more  ftubborn,  if  the  fever  of  religious  dis- 
cord had  not  weakened  the  inhabitants.  The 
bifliop  who  reigned  over  the  city  with  a 
fpiritual  and  temporal  fway,  delivered  himfelf 
up  to  the  generals  of  the  Czar,  and  was  not 
only  received  at  Mofcow  by  its  martial  ruler 
with  all  the  honours  becoming  his  former 
ftation,  but  prefented  by  the  liberality  of  Ivan 
with  a  city  and  its  dependencies  for  life,  as  ft 
compenfation  for  his  loflfes.  In  the  (hort 
courfe  of  one  year,  the  Ruffians  atchieved  the 
conqueft  of  thirty  ftrong  places,  and  returned 
to  their  applauding  country  on  the  com- 
mencement of  winter  to  enjoy  their  well- 
earned  triumphs. 

The  Czar  now  waged  a  war  with  Poland.  1559. 
The  ftrong  town  of  Felling,  and  the  grand 
mafter  Furftemberg,  (whofe  treachery  in  at- 
tacking Dbrpt  after  he  had  fdlicited  a  peace 
with  RuiTia  through  the  mediation  of  the  King 
of  Denmark,  provoked  his  fate,)  fell  into  his 
hands  without  any  memorable  effort ;  and  the 
time  now  feemed  inviting  to  add  all  Livonia 
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to  the  wide  circle  of  his  dominions.     But 

1560.  Gothard-Ketler  **,  the  fucceflbr  of  Furftem- 
berg  greatly  alarmed  on  Ivan's  pcrfonal  ap- 
pearance in  the  field,  refigned  his  pofleilions 
to  Sigifmond  of  Poland,  from  the  juft  per- 
fuafion  that  he  was  far  more  capable  of  de- 

1561.  fending  them.  But  when  he  renounced  his 
dangerous  right  to  Livonia,  whofe  critical 
fituation  fo  truly  called  aloud  for  .a  more 
weighty  protedtor,  his  policy  procured  from 
Poland  the  rich  provinces  of  Courland  and 
Semigallia  *\  under  the  lefs  honourable  though 

1562.  more  fafe  title  of  duke  and  vaiTal.  But  he 
could  not  render  Revel  fubjed  to  the  con- 
trol of  Sigifmond  ;  that  city,  with  the  wide 
extent  of  territory  including  the  whole  of 
Efthonia,  was  already  placrd  under  the  pro* 
tedion  of  Sweden  ;  and  the  biftiop  of  Arenf- 
bourg,  matter  of  the  ifland  of  Oefel,  had  fold 
this  petty  fovereignty  to  Frederick  the  fecond 
King  of  Denmark,  who  beftowed  it  on  Mag- 
nus, his  brother,  Duke  of  Holftein. 

.  The  afpiring  Czar,  already  undifputed 
mafter  of  the  greatefl  part  of  Livonia,  and 
flattered  by  the  hopes  of  its  entire  pofleffion, 
could  not  therefore  but  view,  with  a  jealous 

♦•  PufFendorf,  Hid.  de  rEurope,  torn.  11.  p.  148.  torn.  iii. 

♦'  See  Neugebauer,  Icones  ct  Hiftori«  Regum  Polono- 
ruxxiy  Franc.  1620.  p.  129. 

and 
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and  angry  eye,  the  pretenfions  of  Sigifmond 
to  a  country,  over  which  Nature  has  been  fo 
bountiful  in  almoft  every  valuable  branch  of 
commerce,  that  it  ftill  preferves  the  epithet  of 
the  granary  of  the  north ;  while  his  inten- 
tions to  deprive  Sigifmond  of  the  rich  gift  of 
Ketler,  are  reported  to  have  been  quickened 
by  a  perfonal  infult.  On  the  deceafe  of  his  firft 
wife,  the  amiable  Anaftafia,  his  fecond  choice 
was  fixed  qn  Catherine,  the  daughter  of  the 
Polifh  king ;  but  when  his  firmnefs  of  temper 
claihed  with  the  extravagant  demands  of  Si- 
gifmond, ^'  a  beautiful  mare,  magnificently  ca- 
parifoned,  was  fent  to  the  Czar  in  the  place  of 
the  exped:ed  princefs.  This  offenfive  gift 
was  accompanied  with  a  letter  written  in  the 
moil  haughty  .flrain  of  defiance*  We  fhall 
not  venture  an  opinion  whether  this  anecdote 
flows  from  a  fpurious  or  genuine  fource,  but 
his  political  wifdom,  or  private  indignation, 
immediately  ratified  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Eric  King  of  Sweden,  with  a  view  to  direA 
the  whol.e  ftrength  cf  his  empire  againft  this 
formidable  antagonift. 

The  troops  of  the  Czar  foon  entered  Li-*   tj^jj, 
thuania,  and  after  the  aflfauft  and  capture  of 
many    confiderable    places,    undertook    the 
important   fiege   of  Polotfk.      Ivan  himfelf 

♦<  WUliams^s  Ruffia,  p.  40, 41. 

P  4  took 
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took  the  command  of  his  troops^  vrhile  the 
erroneous  judgment  of  Sigifmond  expeded 
to  have  flopped  his  career  by  fome  draggling 
parties,  inftead  of  a  well  difciplined  army. 
But  the  lofs  of  Folotfk  {hewed  him  how 
much  he  was  miftaken  in  the  genius  and  re«- 
fources  of  his  rival.  The  city  was  taken ;  the 
commander,  his  wife^  the  bilhop,  and  the 
principal  citizens,  were  made  prifoncrs,  and 
conveyed  to  Mofcow  to  gratify  perhaps  the 
pride  or  malice  of  the  Czar:  while  a  rich 
booty  amply  repaid  the  labours  of  the  fol- 
diers.  Happy  for  their  fame  could  the  au* 
thoritative  page  of  hiftory  beftow  the  meed 
of  humanity  on  their  victorious  adlions*  All 
the  monks  and  all  the  Jews  found  in  the  city, 
were  involved  in  one  maflacre. 
M^4-  ^'The  next  campaign  informed  the  Czar 
1568.  how  precarious  are  the  gifts  of  fortune,  A 
decifive  vidory  was  gained  over  one  of  his 
armies  ;  another  difgraced  itfelf  by  a  cowardly 
retreat,  without  trying  even  the  temper  of 
their  adverfaries.  The  mean  jealoufy  of  the 
Ruflians  afcribed  thefe  fhameful  lofles  to  the 
foreign  commanders,  whom  Ivan  had  in- 
vited to  improve  the  military  knowledge 
of  his   fubjefts.      When   he  firft   (hook  off 

'  ^*  See  Hiftoria  Belli  Livonici  for  a  full  account  of  thefe 
two  campaigns,  p.  237,  238,  239. 

his 
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hU  dotnfeftic  feryitude,  he  faw  hi«  nation 
buried  in  the  mod  profound  ignorance  and 
barbarifm,  proceeding  from  the  continued 
diforders  in  the  government,  and  from  the 
oppreffive  tveight  of  a  foreign  yoke.  The 
extent  of  the  mifchief  being  thus  perceived^ 
there  ftill  remained  the  dangerous  tafk  of  ap- 
plying the  remedy.  To  a  mind  like  Ivan's, 
who  defired  nothing  fo  much  as  the  organi- 
zation of  his  people,  we  may  conceive  how 
greatly  hefeit  mortified  and  difappointed,  when 
his  boyars  afliduoufly  laboured  to  excite  the 
fufpicion  of  the  Czar,  againft  chariders  fo  much 
their  fuperiors  in  fcience,  genius,  and  virtue. 
Their  difcontents  however  were  heard  with 
cold  indifference,  and  their  intrigues,  when 
difcovered,  punifhed  with  excelfive  rigour. 
Thdfe  who  had  tried  their  arts  with  the  fame 
want  of  fuocefs,  but  with  more  caution,  fled 
from  Ivan  '**  into  Poland,  filled  with  moft 
aSive  enmity  towards  their  unoffending 
country. 

*'  Addifted  to  pafBon  and  cruelty  from  his 
natural  difpofition,  the  defertion  of  his  nobles 
ftill  more  loured  his  temper ;  and  after  the 
death  of  his  firft  wife,  whofe  excellent  qua* 

»®  Milton  attributes  their  defertion  to  his  cruelty,  p.  828. 
*'  Levefque,  torn.  iii.   p.  74^  75.     Le  Clerc,  torn.   ii. 

lities 
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littes  had  obtained  an  irrefiftible  dominion 
over  the  extravagant  paifions  of  her  hufband, 
hi8  mature  years,  for  a  time,  were  fuUied  by 
plebeian  and  fenatorial  blood.  But  when 
thefe  ebullitions  of  his  native  fiercenefs  were 
gradually  fubfiding,  he  executed  a  deHgn  as 
new  to  the  RufRans  as  it  was  extraordinary 
and  artificial.  In'* a  thronged  afTembly  of 
his  nobles,  and  in  a  fpeech  full  of  plaufible 
reafoning,  he  declared,  in  156;^,  that  weary 
©f  the  fociety  of  men,  the  cares  of  royalty, 
and  the  fatigue  of  bufmefs,  he  had  re* 
folved  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
retirement,  to  watch  over  the  declining  ftate 
of  his  health,  and  to  give  his  whole  authority 
to  Idigur,  or  Semen,  the  late  courageous  khan 
of  Kazan,  until  the  tender  ages  of  his  fons'* 
ihould  qualify  them  to  difcharge  the  important 
duties  of  government.     Though  all  were  not 

s^  See  MofcoTix  Defcriptio,  audore  Alexandro  Guagnini 
Veroncnfi,  A.D.  1569,  p.  i9^  in  Hcrbeftein^s  Rerum  Mof- 
chov.  This  author^  who  held  a  poft  of  truft  in  the  reign  of 
Ivan  at  Vitepik,  a  place  then  under  the  jurifdidion  of  Po- 
land and  on  the  borders  of  Ruffia,  doubtlefs  gathered  his 
information  of  the  Czar's  cruelties  from  his  fugitive  fub- 
je^s  ;  and  he  communicates  and  dwells  on  them  with  fuch 
a  vifible  fatisfadton,  that  the  unbiaiTed  judge  will  often  find 
occafion  to  queftion  his  veracity. 

»3  Guagnini  however  cannot  be  pratfed  for  the  accuracy 
of  his  information,  when  he  writes  this  fentence :  *'  Ecce 
habetis,  duos  fiiios»  meos  legitimos  haeredes^  qui  univerio 
imperionofiro  praeerunt;"  p.  184. 

equally 
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equally  affeded  by  the  deepeft  fentiments  of 
forrow  at  this  (ingular  difcourfe,  the  majority 
of  the  nation  loudly  proclaimed  their  attach- 
ment and  loyalty,  by  wishing  him  to  Jceep  the 
reins  of  adminiilration,  which  he  had  held 
with  fuch  firmnefs  and  independence.     Yet 
his  was  not  the  dignified,  and  impreflive  ab- 
dication of  a  DioclefiaUy  or  Charles  the  Fifth, 
who  nobly  relinquiihed    their   pre-eminent 
ranks,  when  they   were  no  longer  able  to 
manage  the  public  affairs  with  their  former 
vigour  and  wifdom ;    the  ftrength  of  their 
conftitutions  being  broken,  and  the  energies 
of  their  minds  weakened  by  a  premature  old 
age:  but  rather  the  wicked  retreat  of  the  crafty 
and  cruel  Tiberius,  in  the  prime  of  life,  when 
objects  of  ambition  and  the  fecret  pleafure 
which  the  heart  of  man  feels  of  holding  the 
rod  of  terror  and  command  over  his  fellow- 
creatures,  dazzle  too  much  the  human  under* 
(landing  to  be  exchanged  for  the  iniignificance 
of  a  private  (lation.     But  to  carry  on  the  ac« 
tion  of  this  comedy,  the  fubtle  tyrant  even 
reflgned  the  name  of  Czar  to  his  new  fove- 
reign,  and  aifumed  the  fubordinate  one  of 
grand  prince.     His  advice  was  however  ftill 
defignedly  promifed  them  on  great  and  urgent 
occafions.     But  Semen,  ancf  all  the  members 
of  the  council,  too  well  knew,  that  under  the 
mafk  of  this  advice  was  concealed  his  abfo« 
I  lute 
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lute  power,  and  that  their  helds  wolild  pay 
the  forfeit  of  their  difobcdietice  to  his  com- 
mands. 

About  twenty-four  miles  from  the  capital, 
Ivan  ereded  a  vaft  manfion,  or  rather  fmall 
town,  fortified  by  towers  and  ramparts  of 
ftone'\  Here  were  difplayed  by  imperial 
wealth,  fomfe  of  the  refinements  of  life,  and 
all  its  conveniencies.  The  name  of  this  re- 
treat was  Alexandrova  Slobada.  This  was 
the  Capreae  of  the  Ruffian  Tibetius.  To 
ftipport  the  dignity  of  this  refidence,  he  re- 
ferved  for  his  particular  revenue  fevferal  citie* 
and  their  dependencies.  Thefe  feleded  placed 
were  denominated  Opritchina  (exception), 
and  Alexandrova  their  head  j  while  the  nu- 
miirous  fatellites  who  dwelt  in  this  abode  of 
defpotifm  called  themielves  Opritcbntku  As 
the  experienced  mind  of  Ivan  was  not  a 
flranger  to  the  truth  of  the  maxim,  that  men 
of  low  birth  and  uncultivated  minds  generally 
conceive  a  deep-rooted  hatred  to  that  great- 
tiefs  which  they  cannot  attain,  thefe  principal 
inftruments  of  his  cruelty  were  picked  from  an 
febfcure  origin,  and  peremptorily  ordered  to 
have  no  alliance  with  illuftrious  faniiilies. 
Conftantly  furrounding  the  perfon  of  their 

^  **  Non  amplius  ▼igmd-qtiataor  milliaribus  dtftat." 
Joann.  Bafil.  Vita>  lib.  iii.  p.  320. 

mafter. 
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mafter,  they  hakd  the  valuable  opportunity  of 
Vfatching  the  fecret  wofkings  of  his  fufpicioua 
hearty  and  their  dexterity  omitted  not  to  con-, 
vert  bis  failiog&  to  their  own  advantage^ 
They  aUIf:e  fhed  the  nobleft  and  the  meaneft 
blood  of  their  couotry,  as  their  avarice  was. 
gratified  by  (baring  in  the  fpoils  of  their  vie* 

Urns". 

But  whilft  tbeie  iicenes  of  cruelties  were; 
performing^  Ivan,  incapable  of  wearing  only 
ifor  a  time  the  garb  of  diffimulation^  agaio^ 
publicly  mounted  that  throne,  which  his  a/^a 
difcovered  to  all  he  had  never  abajadoned. 
Neverthel^fs,  AJexandrova  ftill  continu^  the 
favourite  feat  of  royalty,  and  the  Opritchniki 
the  ready  minifters  of  every  fpecies  of  oppref- 
£ion« 

From  the  irkijomie  repetition  of  thefe  crimesi^ 
we  now  turn  adde  to  enter  the  more  honour- 
able field  9f  ig^eign  conteft.  The  ^^  artful 
policy  of  Sigifmond  had  frequently  prevailed 
qn  th^  Crimean  Khan,  to  attempt  a  diverfioot 
iiji  his  favour,  but  feeing  thefe  exertions  heap 
only  repeated  ruin  on  his  ally,  and  without 

*5  Gaagnint  difclofes  a  terrible  view  of  his  retirement^ 
p*  184,  1S5.  and  we  read  in  the  carious  though  prejudiced 
pages  of  Fletcher,  tha(  three  hundred  of  the  nobility-  wero 
taken  off  in  one  week,  by  the  adive  cruelty  of  the  Opritch* 
niki. 

••  Levefque^  torn.  iii.  p.  77,  7S,  79. 

pro- 
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promoting  his  own  advantages,  (the  moft  irn- 
portant   confideration,)    he    generoufly    dit 
penfed  with  his  ufelefs  fervices,  and  contrived 
to  arm  againft  Ruffia  the  full  force  of  a  more 
ferviceatle  ally.     The  name  and  rank  of  this 
new  aflbciate  was  Selim  the  Second,  fultan  of 
Conftantinople.     The  ftrong  ties  of  intereft 
bound  this  prince  to  the  caufe  of  Poland »  al- 
ready mafter  of  Azof,  he  wiftied  to  feize  on 
Ailrakan,  to  cut  a  canal  of  communication 
between  the  Don  and  the  Volga  to  enter  to 
the  Cafpian  fea,   which  would  enable  him, 
from   the  north  of  this  kingdom,  to  make 
Perfia    the  '  theatre  of   his  military   opera- 
tions. 
1569.       In  this  expedition  of  Aftrakan,  three  thou- 
fand  janiffaries  and  twenty  thoufand   horfe 
compofed  the  land  forces  of  the  commander 
of  the  faithful.     By  his  orders  fifteen  large 
gallies,  containing    five  thoufand  janiiTaries 
and  three  thoufand  artificers,  were  haftened 
to  Azof.     Thefe  veflels  were  alfo  laden  with 
the  provifions  of  the   army,   which  on  the 
union  of  the  Nogais  and  the  Tatars  of  Crim, 
might   be   computed    at    more  than   eighty 
thoufand  fighting  men.     The  cavalry,  after 
a  feafonable  repofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Azof,  proceeded  to  Aftrakan ;  the  infantry 
pitched  their  tents  near  the  river  Volga,  about 

fixty 


REVOLUTIONS  OP  RUSSIA.  St) 

fixty  miles  Irom  the  Don.  It ''  was  on  this 
fpot  where  the  two  rivers  fo  nearly,  ap- 
proached, that  they  were  to  dig  a  canal  fuffi- 
ciently  deep  and  capacious  for  the  reception 
of  great  gallies.  The  janiffarics  contributed 
to  facilitate  the  work.  The  canal  was  rapidly 
forming  by  their  united  labours,  when  fifteen 
thoufand  Ruffians,  under  the  orders  of  prince 
Serebrianoi,  abruptly  difturbed  and  defeated 
the  progrefs  of  their  defigns,  by  fpreading  de^ 
ftrudtion  among  them. 

Their  cowardice  was  unknown  to  the  other 
part  of  the  Turkifh  asmy  employed  at  the 
(lege  of  Aftrakan,  whofe  fufFerings  were  deC- 
tined  to  be  no  lefs  deplorable  than  unexpe£ted« 
The  btffieged  made  a  fudden,  defperate,  and 
bloody  fally  ;  and  the  Turks  were  driven 
back  with  a  confiderable  lofs.  In  this  difafter^ 
they  expefted  to  have  been  relieved  by  the 
other  detachment  of  the  army,  when  they  re-- 
ceived   the    account    of   their    misfortunes. 


s^  See  Cantemir's  Hiftory  of  the  Growth  and  Decay  of  the 
Othman  £xnpir9»  Englifhed  by  N.  Tindal,  Lend.  1734*  c.  v. 
book  iti.  p.  220.  Yet  this  future  fubjedl  of  Ruflia  is  ignorant 
or  choofes  to  forget  the  hodile  and  fuccefsful  interruption  of 
the  Ruilians,  when  he  fays  in  the  following  page  :  '^  That 
they  had  fcarce  finifhed  a  third  part  of  the  channel  whea 
the  labourers  are  fo  infefted  with  conftant  rains,  cold  dorms, 
and  want  of  provifions,  that  many  perifhing  with  iickneft 
and  hunger,  are  forced  todcfift  from  their  enterpriie/' 


Their 
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Tbeir  fubfiftence  hourly  diminilhed.  Inflead 
therefore  of  the  hopes  of  a  conqueft,  they  now 
oaly  thought  of  raifiog  the  fiege*  From  this 
prudent  intentioa  they  were  however  uofor-> 
tunately  diverted  by  the  perfuafions  of  the 
Tatars  to  throw  up  entrenchments,  and  to 
rely  on  them  for  an  abundant  dock  of  provi* 
fions. 

But  a  feries  of  misfortunes  followed  their 
adherence  to  this  counfeK  The  Tatars  were 
met  after  their  departure  by  the  Ruffians, 
who  engaged  and  almoft  cut  the  whole  of 
them  to  pieces.  After  paffing  eight  daya  of 
diftreffing  expedation  for  the£e  fupplies^  they 
learnt  the  adual  condition  of  the  Tatars ;  des- 
titute of  allrefourceS)  in  a  CQoment  of  defpair 
the  mufTulmen  fet  fire  toiheir  entrenchments. 
The  Tatars  were  their  guides  in  their  retreat. 
But,  fearful  of  becoming  their  flaves,  they 
^nfnared  them  into  deferts^  boundlefs  and 
horrible.  Here  famine  and  difeafe  deftroycd 
their  men  and  hor fes.  After  enduring  thefe 
hardihips  for  a  month,  they  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Azof,  and  their  tattered  garments, 
wan  countenances,  and  thinned  numbers, 
fully  befpoke  their  pad  fufFerings,  and  prefent 
wretchednefs.  But  thefe  ftruggles  did  not 
terminate  their  mifery  ;  they  embarked,  and 
even  the  elements  warred  againft  them.     A 

furious 
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furious  temped  unexpededly  arofe  and  fwal- 
lowed  up  the  greateft  part  ci  the  veflfels  and 
of  their  living  burthen.  Seven^thoiifand  men 
could  fcarcely  be  colleded  from  the  relics  of 
this  flouriQiing  army,  to  prefent  themfelves 
before  the  difappointed  fultan'^  But  thefe 
advantages  were  effaced  by  his  barbarities  at 
Novgorod,  the  cradle  of  his  empire.  If  the 
hiftory  of  the  times  may  be  accredited,  this 
city  fell  by  the  execrable  reports  of  the 
Opritchniki. 

But  in  commiferating  her  fate,  we  muft 
not  fail  to  remember  that  her  innocence  was 
tainted  with  the  foul  breath  of  fedition.  The 
^allegiance  of  her  archbilhop  was  brokea 
by  criminal  correfpondence  with  Sigifmond 
Auguftus,  and  a  long  lift  of  eminent  citizens 
were  doubtlefs  warped  to  the  views  of  their 
dilloyal  primate.  Yet  Novgorod  was  too 
feverely  chailened  by  the  rage  of  Ivan  for 
nourifhing  thefe  traitors  in  her  bofom.  Un« 
der  the  firm  perfuafion  that  Sigifmond  had 
corrupted  the  fidelity  of  his  fubjedte,  he  cru- 
elly refolved  to  defeat  for  ever  the  proje^s  of 

'*  Both  Oderbom  and  R^utenfelds  relate  tbe  &tal  iilise 

of  this  expedition.    But  the  narrative  of  one  is  confufed, 

the  other  uncircumftantiaK    See  Joann*  Bafil  Vita,  lib.  ii. 

p.  272.  De  Rebns  MofchoYiticis,  lib.  i.  cap.  xii.  p.  67^  6S. 

''  Levefqtiey  torn.  iii.  pt  So,  Si.^     Le  Clcrc»  torn*  ii* 

Q  his 
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his  rivals  by  the  total  ruin  of  a  city,  fo  vene- 
rable from  her  antiquity,  and  once  fo  great 
from    the    e^^tent    of   her  commerce.      By 
his    orders    the    fword    of    civil    flaughter 
was  firft  un(heathed  by  a  band  of  foldiers 
or  rather  ruffians,  who  advanced  a  few  days 
before   him,  and   ftarting    from    their    am- 
bufhes  like    beafts   of  prey,  dyed  the  road 
with  the  blood  of  innocent  and   defencelefs 
paflengers.     Thus    all    communication    be- 
tween Novgorod  and  Mofcow   was   broken 
off  by  thefe  aflfaffins,  and  as  they  were  too 
accompliflied    in    the   trade    of   murder   to 
fuffcr  the  efcape  of  any  one,  the  Novgoro- 
dians  faw  not  the  clouds  which  produced  the 
fiorm,  until  they  burft  at  once  on  their  heads. 
After  thefe  terrific  preludes,  the  tyrant  him- 
felf  departed  from  Alexandrova  Sloboda  with 
the  eldeft  of  his  fons,  and  bis  guards,  the  fa- 
1570.   vage  Opritchniki.      A  corps  of  Tatars  and 
fome  infantry  preceded  his  march  :  they  fhed 
a  torrent  of  blood  ;  and  the  market  towns  and 
villages  proclaimed,  in  flames,  the  approach 
of  their  ferocious  monarch. 

In  rude  ages  and  under  the  reign  of  fuper- 
ftition,  how  often  alas !  has  the  altar  of  re- 
ligion and  revenge  been  worfhipped  by  the 
fame  votary.  Ivan,  impatient  to  tafte  of  hu- 
man blood  on  his  arrival  at  Novgorod,  did 
not  begin  his  work  of  carnage  until  mafs  was 

heard 
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heard  in  the  church  of  Saint  Stfphia*^*  The 
archbifiiop  advanced  to  meet  him  With  the 
crofs  in  his  hands. 

**  Traitor/'  exclaimed  the  Czar  in  all  the 
language  of  ungoverned  paCion^  "  It  is  not 
the  crofs  which  fupports  your  hands,  but  a 
weapon  which  you  have  wielded  againft  me 
and  my  authority.  To  Sigifmond,  my  enemy, 
you  have  confpired  to  deliver  this  city ;  you 
who  ftyle  yourfelf  the  fliepherd  and  diredor 
of  the  people ;  but  the  name  of  wolf  and  ro.b- 
bcr  would  be  more  fuitable  to  your  adtions/' 
When  this  fpeech  of  foul  reproach  was 
fini(hed,  he  commanded  the  terrified  arch- 
bifhop  to  repair  to  the  cathedral  for  the  cele- 
bration of  mafs. 

After  the  fervice  he  partook  of  a  fump* 
tuous  entertainment,  at  the  archiepifcopal  pa- 
lace. The  angry  paffions  of  his  foul  were  at 
firft  veiled  under  a  gloomy  filence  in  Which 
the  confcious  Novgorodians  might  have  an- 
ticipated all  the  horrors  of  their  fate ;  while 
in  the  midfl  of  this  mournful  banquet  the 
archbifhop  was  arrefted  and  inclofed  for  ever 
in  a  monaftery  *",  and  his  vaflals  of  vengeance 
^     ,  fet 

.  *^  Sub  pretextu  rdigionis  eonferYanda^  he  came  to  Nov- 
^  goro4*     GuagniDi,  p.  163. 

•"  Oderborn,  lib.  ii.  p.  285.  relates^  that  after  the  arch- 
bifhop was  carried  round  the  city  by  the  Cxar't  commandst 
Qj^  demum 
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fet  loolc  in  the  terrified  city*  But  the  moft 
horrible  part  of  the  tragedy  was  performed 
by  the  Czar  himfelf,  if  we  may  truft  the  aflTer* 
tions  of  a  contemporary  writer.  Pent  up  in 
an  inclofure,  the  magiftrates  and  principal  in* 
habitants  awaited,  in  all  the  anguiih  of  defpair, 
the  fentence  of  their  implacable  tyrant*  The 
Czar  and  his  fon  entered  on  horfeback,  and 
dealt  deftruftion  around  them ;  thofe  who  did 
not  immediately  perifh  by  the  wounds  given 
them  from  their  fpears,  were  for  the  moft  part 
trampled  to  death  by  the  hoofs  of  their 
chargers;  but  that  none  of  thefe  fufferers 
might  furvive  to  record  his  inhuman  deeds, 
Ivan  fummoned  to  his  aid  the  Opritchniki, 
who,  frefh,  vigorous,  and  perfevering, 
foon  ended  the  maflacre  uncompleted  by 
him  and  his  fon^\  He  then  ordered 
the  ice  of  the  Volkhof,  on  which  Novgo- 
rod ftands,  to  be  broken,  and  fome  hun* 


demum  juffit  jugulari.  This  is  by  no  means  improbable  ; 
but  diifl  writer  greatly  i^ils  in  gaining  our  confidence^  from 
hit  feekihg  every  occafion  to  blacken  the  chs^rader  of  ivaii. 
**  Donee  vUrque  anbiiatu  ibfatlgardur,  Gaagnini^  p.  19! « 
192.  Mark  the  horrible  exa^nefs  of  the  tyrant's  orders  { 
**^  Irniite  in  hos  perfidos,  fecate,  difTecate*  trucidate.  nemi* 
nemque  vivum  relinquite.'*  Some  writers  have  beeQ  in* 
clined  to  dKbelleve  this  acconnt  of  Guagnini ;  but  the  tra* 
gical  fate  of  the  citizens  of  Novgorod  is  unhappily  confirmtd 
by  too  many  anthentic  tefUmonies,  to  be  regarded  as  a  de- 
teftable  fiaion. 

dreds 
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dreda^'of  citixeos  to  be  thrown  headlong 
into  their  watery  grave. 

After  five  weeks'  flaughter  in  which  five* 
and-twenty  thoufand  men^  had  fell  beneath 
his  oppreflioD^  (ftrange  to  relate!)  the  Czar 
began  to  feel  the  returning  fendments  of  hu- 
manity. We  know  not  which  moft  to  con- 
demn in  this  affair,  the  patience  of  the  vic- 
tims, or  the  execrable  condufl:  of  Ivan.  Nov- 
gorod never  again  recovered  her  former 
fplendour,  but  funk  into  the  infignificance  of 
an  obfcure  village,  after  the  thunders  of  Ivan 
had  been  hurled  againft  her  peace^  commerce^ 
and  population. 

With  a  heart  ftill  unfatiated  by  bloodflied^ 
the  defpot  reached  and  pafled  the  cities  of 
Pleikof  and  Tver,  in  his  return  to  Mofcow. 
The  timely  fubmiiJion  of  the  firft  pro- 
duced by  the  milder  fentence  of  a  general 
confifcatton,  and  the  execution  only  of  a  few 
monks,  who  had  enticed  the  people  to  the 
ftandard  of  rebellion.  Tver  however  was  the 
tranfcript  of  Novgorod  in  her  calamities^'. 

^'  Guagnini,  p.  191*  **  Deinde  aliquot  ccntena  hommqm 
flumen  gela  coQcretutn»  aqais  immerfi  et  obrutl.*' 

^  Some  writers  have  even  magnified  tlie  amount  tothiny 
thoufand ;  but  the  moft  carnivorous  appetite  may  be  (ati& 
fied,  tveJbouU  tUni^  with  five-and-twenty*thourand. 

^'  Guagnini  follows  the  Czar  in  his  route  of  deftru^on ; 
and  it  is  not  his  fault,  if  we  do  not  obfervc  his  deipicable  and 
undifiinguifhingcnieities;  p.  190. 

0.3  On 
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Qn  hts  return  to  Mofcow  ^,  he  again  cotn« 
mitted  crimes  which  cannot  be  expatiated 
on  without  ihocking  the  feelings  of  a  refined 
age,  crimes  which  equal,  if  not  exceed  iix 
variety  and  enormity*',  thofe  of  a  Domitian^ 
Caligula,  or  Com  modus.  The  Swedes  then  be-* 
came  once  more  the  foes  of  Ruffiat  While  in- 

ftigated 

••  We  will  leave  the  reader  to  guefs  at  the  variety  and 
extent  of  his  cruelties  from  the.  p^srufal  of  this  fentence  : 
**  Trecenii  noMles  Mofchovus  antiqmjffimarum  et  nobiliffimartim  fu' 
niiEarum  bomnes^*  after  undergoinj^  every  torture  which  iu- 
genious  barbarity  could  devife,  were  all  delivered  at  the 
ftme  time  by  the  tyrant's  orders  into  the  butchering  hands 
of  the  Qpritchniki.     See  Guagnini,  p.  201. 

^'  Without  believing  that  he  ordered  men  and  wompu  to 
l)C  tied  to  fpits  and  roafted  ajive  ;  fee  a  brief  Hiflorical  Re- 
lation of  the  Empire  of  RulHii,  Lond.  1654,  p.  4. 5  I  fliall 
tranfcribe.a  paflage  from  Guagsini  pf  his  brutal  and  licen- 
tious nature,  which  however  cannot  be  faithfully  tranflated, 
without  offending  the  modefly  of  female  ears.  Whenever 
ke  met  a  lady,  the  conduft  of  whofc  hufband  was  difpleafing 
to  him,  *'  tunc  cam  ex  curru  defcenderc,  et  collo  tcnus  pu- 
denda detergere  jubet,  et  tameiiu  Jlare  cogiturt  dpnec  omnss 
fatellites,  cquites,  aulici,  et  ipfe  magnus  dux  prxteriant/' 
p.  189.  If  our  learned  Elitabeth  had  perufed  this  difgufting 
paffagei  the  pafient  fubmiflion  of  the  R-ufGaps  would  have 
fhewn  her,  that  her  offer  was  ufelefs  of  an  afylum  to  him 
and  his  family,  in  cafe  {le  ihould  be  compelled  to  defcend 
from  the  throne  by  the  ftrong  arm  of  rebellion,  although 
lie  might  be  pleafed  to  afk  for  one,  ^'  fi  quid  adverfi  fibl 
accident."  See  Camdeni  Annales  Eiiz.  edit.  Hearn,  Lond. 
1718,  vol.  ii.  p.  399.  We  (hall  prefume  to  think,  that  the 
taftc  and  curiofity  of  the  reader  may  be  gratified  in  feeing 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  Ihelter  promifed  by  the  gener- 
ous policy  of  Elizabeth,  (hoald  his  fubjcds  dare  to  think  and 
ad  like  men. 

Cottoa 
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ftigated  by  his  difappointed  though  unfufadued 
foe  the  King  of  Poland",  the  Crimean  Ta- 


tars 


Cotton  MS.  Nero,  b.  xi.  p.  34X. 

May*  1570. 
**  The  cop^  of  thi  ^ucen^s  MajefiU*s  LhUt  to  iht  Emferour  of 
Ruffia. 

*'  Eiirabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  Gocl»  Queen  of  Englandi 
Fraunce,  and  Irclind,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  To  the 
moft  mightie  and  puifTant  Prince  oar  dear  Brother,  Gr^at 
Lord  Emperour,  and  Great  Duke  Ivan  Bafily  of  all  RufHa^ 
Vold-atneria,  Mufcoviay  Novogorodia,  Emperourof  Cafan^ 
tla>  Empcrour  of  Aftracantia,  Lord  of  Plefcovia,  Great 
Duke  of  Smoleva,  Tueria,  Ugoria,  Perima,  Vatia,  Bolgaria, 
and  manie  other  Landes  ;  Lord  and  Great  Duke  of  Noto- 
grodia  in  the  lowe  countries^  ArningOTia,  Renibinttay  Po- 
lofcia,  Rofcovia,  Jarollavia,  of  the  White  LakeOndorfna, 
Obdorfiar  Condnitiay  and  the  countries  of  the  north  partes, 
and  of  all  Siberia,  Lande  Commander  and  Lord  of  the 
inheritance  of  Livonia,  and  manie  other  coantries  of  the 
fouthj  north,  eaft,  and  \ve(l»  belonging  to  his  Highnesy  his 
heirs  and  fucceflours  ;  greetiuge,'  healthey  and  peace  in  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift* 

•*  Where  we  have  by  other  our  lettres  delivered  to  your 
Highnes'  ambafTadour,  the  noble  perfon  Andrew  Gregori- 
wicke  Saviena,  made  aunfwere  to  the  greateft  part  of  fuch 
melTages  and  lettres  as  the  faid  ambafladour  declared  and 
brought  to  usj  we  have  thought  good  in  fome  fecreite  man- 
ner, to  fend  your  Highnes,  for  a  pianifeft  and  certaine 
token  of  our  good  will  to  your  Highnes'  eftate  and  fuertye* 
this  ourfecric  lettre,  whereunto  none  are  privie  befides  our-^ 
felf  but  our  mod  fecreite  councell,  wee  do  to  regard  the 
fuertie  of  you  the  Emperour  and  Great  Duke»  as  we  offer 
that  yf  at  anie  time  it  fo  miihappe  that  your  L.'0ur  brother 
Emperour  and  Gre^t  Duke  bee  by  anie  cafuall  chaunce 
either  of  fecrite  confpiracie  or  outw^u'd  hoftillitie  driven  to 

change 
^'  Puffendorf,  Hid*  de  PEurop^y  torn.  iii.  p.  364. 
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tsas  hazarded  aa  iacorfion  into  Ruffia.   We 
caa  only  fuppofe^  that  from  a  real  or  afieded 

contempt. 


change  your  countriesy  and  lliall  like  to  repaire  into  oiir 
kingdome  and  dominions,  with  the  nobl^  EJnnprcfs  your 
wife,  and  your  dear  children  the  princes,  wee  fliall  with  fuch 
honoors  and  cnrtefies  receive  and  intreate  yp^r  Highnes  and 
them  as  fhaU  become  &  great  a  prince ; 

**  And  ifiall  eameftlie  endeavour  to  make  all  things  fall 
out  aceordiQge  to  your  Majeftie's  defire,  to  the  free  and 
quiett  breedinge  of  your  Highnes'  life,  with  all  thofe  whdin 
you  fliall  bring  with  you :  And  that  it  maie  be  lawful  for 
you  the  Emperour  and  Great  Dulce  to  ufe  your  Chrifliai^ 
ReligioA  in  fuch  forte  as  it  (halJ  like  you :  for  neither  ineane 
we  to  atteihpt  anie  thinge  to  offend  either  your  Majeftie  of 
anie  of  your  people,  nor  intermeddle  anie  waies  with  your 
Highnes'  faith  and  religion,  nor  yet  to  feverre  your  High- 
nes' houfhold  from  you,  or  to  fuffer  anie  of  yours  to  be  taken 
from  you  by  violence. 
Z^i  b.  "  Befides  wee  fliall  appointe  you  the  Emperour  and  Great 
Duke  a  place  in  our  kingdome  fitt  upon  your  own  charj;es, 
as  longe  as  ye  fliall  like  to  remain  with  us. 

*'  And  yf  it  fliall  feeme  good  unto  you  the  Emperour 
and  Great  Duke  to  depart  from  our  countries,  wee  fliall 
fufier  youy  with  all  yours,  quiet  lie  to  depart  either  into  your 
empire  of  Mufcovia^  or  elfe  whither  it  fliall  heft  like  you  to 
pafle  through  our  dominions  and  countries ;  neither  fliall  we 
i^nie  wife  Ictt  or  flaie  you>  but  with  all  offices  and  curtefies 
let  you  (our  deare  brother  Emperour  and  Great  Duke) 
paffe  into  your  countrie  or  elfewhere  at  your  pleafare, 

•*  This  wee  promife  by  virtue  of  thefe  our  lettres^  and  by 
the  word  of  a  Chriilian  Prince.  In  witnes  whereof,  and  for 
the  further  leflification  of  this  our  lettre,  wee  Queen  Eliza<» 
beth  doe  fubfcribe  this  with  our  owne  hand,  in  the  prefence 
of  thefe  our  nobles  and  councellors ;  Nicholas  Beacon,  Knt. 
Great  Chauncellor  of  our  realme  of  England ;  William  Lord 
Parr  |  Lord  Marques  of  Northampton,  Knight  of  our  Or- 

der 
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QCntempt,  fuch  a  temper  a«  Ivan  fuffered 
thefe  barbarians  to  approach  his  capital,  with* 
cut  once  attempting  to  chaftife  their  prefump- 
tion.  Bat  whatever  caufe  may  be  afcribed  > 
for  this  inadivity,  we  can  f^^l  ^o  hefitation 
in  pronouncing  our  belief  of  the  fmcerity  of 
his  grief  for  its  fatal  confequences.  Their  1571* 
firebrands  ^  committed  the  fubiirbs  to  flames, 
and  a  furious  wind  fo  far  fpread  the  fatal 
mifchief,  that  it  reached  to  the  powder  maga^ 
zine,  the  explofion  of  which  deftroyed  a  great 


der  of  the  Garter ;  Henrie  Earl  of  Arundelli  Knight  of  our 
faid  Order;  Frauncls  Lord  RufTell*  Earic  of  our  faid  Order; 
Robert  Dudley,  Lord  of  Denbigh,  Earl  of  Leicefter^  Mailer 
of  oar  Horfe,  and  Knight  of  the  fame  Order ;  Edward 
Lord  Cleaton  and  Say,  Lord  Admiral]  of  England,  and 
Knight  of  our  faid  Order;  William  Lord  Haward  of 
Efieingham;  Frauncis  KnoUes,  Knight,  Treferour  of  our 
howle;  James  Croft,  Knight»  Comptroller  of  our  faidhoufe; 
William  Cicill,  Knight,  our  Principall  Secretarie;  and 
faauve  alfo  thereto  hanged  our  privie  Seale>  promidnge  that 
wee  again  ft  our  common  enemies  (hall,  with  one  accordy 
fight  with  our  common  forces,  and  doe  everie  and  (Ingular 
things  mentioned  in  this  writing,  as  longe  as  God  (hall  lend 
us  life,  and  that  by  the  word  and  faith  of  a  Prince.  Given 
at  our  Honour  of  Hampton  Court,  the  xviii'*^  day  of  the 
moneth  of  Maie,  in  the  zii*^  yere  of  our  reigne*  and  in  the 
yere  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  five  hundred  three  fcore  and 
tenne." 

^  Levefque,  tom.  iii.  p.  93.  Le  Clerc,  tom.  ii.  p.  335. — 
Thuanus  fays  in  his  Hiftoria  fui  temporis,  lib.  xlviii.  that 
the  whole  was  almoft  deftroyed,  *'  ezcepti  arce  principis 
quse,  lapide  ftru&ai  et  ampli  oppidi  inftar,  miiris  cinge- 
batur/* 

number 
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number  of  edificea.  The  flames  did  not  ceafir 
until  the  mod  confiderable  part  of  the  city, 
vras  reduced  into  afhes.  And  in  this  me- 
morable conflagration  of  the  metropolis,  it  is 
aflElrmed,  that  above  an  hundred  tboufand  in- 
habitants either  perifhed  by  the  fire  or  by  the 
fword  of  the  Tatars'*. 

'*  Mofcow  however  arofe  from  her  ruinr 
with  additional  fplendour,  under  the  diredtion 
of  foreign  architeds,  which  the  liberality  of 
Ivan  had  invited  to  his  kingdom  ;  but  it  was 
a  poor  eompenration  for  the  deftrudlion  of  his 
fubjedls  and  capital,  to  cut  off  the  ears,  nofes, 
and  lips  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  in  the  em- 
baffy  which  the  khan  had  fent  to  demand  a 
tribute,  and  to  difmifs  them  in  that  mutilated 
condition  to  their  raafter,  with  the  charge  that 
they  fliould  give  him  a  hatchet  for  the  tribute 
which  he  fo  prefumptucufly  demanded.     But 

'^  Yet  our  countryman  Fletcher  exceeds  all  bounds  of 
moderation,  when  he  fays  tight  hundred  thoufand  w^vt  dit* 
ftroyed,  notwithftanding  the  circumference  of  Mofcow  was 
thirty,  and  according  to  fomc  writers  even  upwards  of  fifty 
Englifh  miles  in  circumference. 

^'  So  cxtenfive  already  was  the  commcrcinl  intercourfe 
•  between  Rirlfia  and  England,  that  the  latter  loft  by  the  con- 
flagration of  Mofcow  above  one  hundred  thoufand  roubles. 
The  Czar  prom i fed  them  to  the  whole  amount;  but,  like 
many  other  fovereigns,  he  was  not  very  tenacious  of  his^ 
word  when  it  interfered  with  his  intereft.  See  Anderfon*$ 
Hiftorical  and  Chronological  Dedu<5lion  of  the  Origin  of 
Commerce,  vol.  ii.  p.  137. 

the 
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the  Czar  mod  trembled  perhaps  when  he 
affeded  to  d?fregard  every  lenfation  of 
fear.  The  enraged  khan  entered  Ruffia^ 
and  from  the  ftrength  of  his  army  ex- 
pelled to  have  dragged  this  offender  from 
his  throne,  who  difgraced  hU  rank  and 
himfelf  by  a  precipitate  flight  to  Novgo- 
rod, and  appointing  Mikhail  Vorotinfki  his 
guardian  and  avenger.  At  the  head  of  a  nu- 
merous army  this  prince  met  and  engaged  the 
khan.  To  abbreviate  the  uniform  tale  of 
flaughter,  we  (hall  obferve,  that  his  revenge 
for  the  late  horrible  fate  of  his  country  was 
in  feme  degree  obtained  by  the  rout  of  their 
army,  the  death  of  one  of  the  fons  of  the 
khan,^  the  capture  of  the  other,  and  the  pof- 
feflion  of  their  tents,,  baggage,  and  principal 
ftandard. 

A  peace  with  the  Tatars,  and  a  truce '  of 
three  years  with  Poland,  quieted,  for  a  time, 
the  mind  of  Ivan,  and  enabled  him  to  carry 
on  a  doubtful  and  bloody  war  wjth  Sweden 
with  more  force  and  adivity,  until  a  frefli 
combatant  ftarted  up  to  moleft  his  declining 
years.      The  ambitious  projeds  of  his    old  ' 

rival  Sigifmond,  in  the  following  year  after 
this  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  were  terminated  in 
the  grave.     But  they  were  ripened  into  folid   157a. 
fuccefs,  by  the  activity  and  perfevcrance  of 

the 
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the,  renowned  Stephen  Battori  ^\  This  prince, 
no  lefs  gallant  than  politic,  was  tempted  to 
point  his  ftrength  at  Ruilia,  from  the  defire 
of  annexing  Livonia  to  his  crown,  and  from 
the  perfuafions  of  Magnus  duke  of  Holftein, 
who  at  firft;  had  received  from  Ivan  the  vain 

»578f  title  of  king  of  Livonia,  of  kinfman  from 
marriage,  and  afterwards  the  name  of  traitor, 
on  his  refuial  to  admit  him  into  the  town  of 
Kokenhaufen. 

»579»  '*  Before  he  indulged  in  a  fpirit  of  rapine 
and  bloodfhed,  he  demanded  from  Ivan  the 
reditution  of  his  conquefls  in  Lithuania  and 
in  Livonia.  The  refufal  of  the  Cwr  was  ac- 
companied with  an  equally  prepofterous  claim 
of  Courland.  From  a  wifli,  perhaps  of  eX'- 
citing  the  irritable  temper  of  the  Czar,  to 
fome  adl  of  violence  ^*,  which  ihould  furnifh 
him  with  the  faireft  pretence  of  commencing 
l)is  ravages  in  Ruflia,  he  difpatched  another 

'*  The  eledllon  of  the  ungrateful  duke  of  Angou  cannot 
be  called  a  reign,  whofe  flight  from  Cracow  to  receive  the 
crown  of  France,  is  called  by  that  fevere  judge  of  kings, 
Bayle,  **  la  chofe  du  monde  la  plus  honteufc.*'  See  his 
Diilionnairc  Hiftorique  &  Critique,  Articl?  Henri  III. 

'^  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  3+a. 

^*  If  we  may  believe  the  proclamation  of  Battori,  his  am- 
baffadors  were  robbed  of  their  moft  precious  valuables,  and 
their  borfes  cut  up  in  their  fight  by  the  commands  of  the 
favage  and  paffionate  Czar.  See  Edidtum  Regis  ad  Milites 
de  Bello  in  M..Mofcovix  Ducem  fufcepto.  Col.  1580. 
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deputy  to  Ivan  with  fre(h  though  perhaps 
not  more  reafonable  propofals,  A  prifon,  in- 
dead  of  an  audience,  was  the  refult  of  his 
viflt.  All  hopes  of  accommodation  being 
done  away  by  this  adl,  the  king  of  Poland 
prepared  to  encounter  the  formidable  Ivan  ; 
and  his  fir  ft  fteps  were  fuccefsfuUy  taken. 
He  not  only  retook  Polotfk,  the  poffeffion  of 
which  had  been  fo  much  coveted  by  the  Czar, 
but  dextroufly  formed  a  league  with  the  king 
of  Sweden,  in  which  they  (lipulated  to  attack 
feparately  their  common  enemy,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  the  acquifitions  which  they  expected  to 
obtain  from  their  powerful  efforts".  The  1580. 
Swedes  difcomfited  the  troops  of  the  Czar, 
and  feized  with  a  ftrong  hand  Kexholm,  in 
Carelia,  and  feveral  other  towns  in  Efthonia. 
The  arms  of  Battori  were  equally  terrible 
and  fuccefsful.  Such  an  uninterrupted  train 
of  good  fortune  alarmed  Ivan,  and  we  difcern 
at  once  the  greatnefs  of  his  fears,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary meafures  he  took  to  relieve  them. 
This  zealous  advocate  for  the  Greek  religion, 
this  violent  foe  to  the  Catholic  church,  con-  1581. 
defcended  to  difpatch  a  fpecial  meflenger  to 
Pope  Gregory  XIII.  who,  in  the  name  of  his 
fubmiifive  mafter,  complained  of  the  enter- 
prizes  of  the  Pole,  and  conjured  the. pontiff 

.  ^**  foffendorf,  Hift.  de PEarope,  cofxi.  iiL.  p.  389. ' 

I  to 
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to  InftU  into  the  miild  of  that  prince  a  more 
genuine  love  for  the  dodrines  of  Chriftia* 
nity^*.  What  an  undetigned  compliment 
does  the  haughty  Czar  of  Ruilia  pay  the  cha- 
ra£ter  of  his  enemy  by  fuch  a  requeft.  In 
the  eyes  of  pofterity  this  confeflion  forms  the 
nobleft  panegyric  on  the  charader  of  Stephen. 
The  afpiring  fucceflbrs  of  St.  Peter  had  al- 
ways deeply  regretted  that  the  vaft  empire  of 
Ruflia  (hould  be  under  another  fpiritual  ju- 
rifdidion.  The  fubtle  Gregory  was  too  con- 
verfant  in  the  maxims  of  his  prcdecefTors,  to 
negleA  for  a  moment  fo  great  an  objed  of 
papal  attention.  To  forward  his  felBfh  aims^ 
he  fent  the  Jefuit  Poffcvin  to  the  Czar,  a  prieft 
poflefling  every  requifiie  for  fuch  a  miflion* 
This  delegate  of  Rome  was  commiflioned  to 
negociate  a  peace  between  the  two  contend* 
ing  courts,  and  chiefly  to  try  every  artifice 
of  intrigue  in  order  to  introduce  the  Latin 
rituals  in  Ruflia.  But  in  this  laft  attempt  the 
ftubborn  temper  of  the  people  blafted  the 
growing  hopes  of  the  holy  fee  '^     Poflevin 

firft 

^  Le  Clcrc,  torn.  11.  p.  344 

^'  "  Ivan  the  terrible,*'  fays  Mr.  Toolce  m  a  note  of  his 
Hiftoryof  Ruflia,  vol,  i.  p.  38a.  *'  gave  the  papal  ambaiTa- 
dor,  w^o  had  been  talnng  to  him  a  great  deal  in  favour  of 
Kis  fubmiflion  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  for  anfwer :  *  I  am  Ivan, 
Czar  of  Rufiia,  and  king  of  feveral  kingdoms,  which  God 
has  givoa  me  through  xnj  anceftors>  and  I  cannot  compre- 
hend 
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firft  direfted  his  fteps  to  the  king  of  Poland ; 
but  this  prince  wifely  refufed  to  hearken  to 
all  overtures  of  accomniodation)  unlefs  the 
Czar  confented  to  cede  the  whole  of  Livonia, 
feveral  towns  of  Ruflia,  and  to  rdmburfe  hicn 
for  the  expencefi  of  the  war. 

^*  With  thefe  degrading  propofitions,  the 
Jefuit  departed  for  Staritfa,  where  Ivan  then 
held  his  court.  In  his  progrefs  to  this  place, 
the  ambaflador  of  Gregory  was  treated  with 
extraordinary  honours.  An  efcort  of  infant 
boyars,  under  the  command  of  a  nobleman  of 
the  firft  rank,  received  him  on  the  frontier, 
accompanied  by  a  Prijiaf:  the  name  of  this 
officer  is  derived  from  his  employment  of  at- 
tending the  ambafladors,  fupplying  their  table, 
and  fuperintending  their  houf^hold^  In  the 
train  of  this  fervant  of  the  court,  followed 
federal  horfes  richly  caparifoned  for  the  Jefuit 
and  his  principal  attendants.  Sixty  domeftics 
of  the  royal  palace  were  ordered  to  ferve  him  : 
a  falute  of  artillery  greeted  his  arrival  at  Nov- 
gorod and  Smolenfk ;  and  the  bifhops  were 


hend  how  any  mortal  can  aflume  the  right  to  difpofe  of  ray 
empire  and  kingdoms  that  belong  to  others.'  It  would 
have  profited  much,  in  thefe  days,  the  realm  and  family  of 
other  princes,  if  they  had  copied  the  poTulcal  dulnefs  of  this 
barbarian/' 

^*  Aatonil  Poffevini  Mofcovia,  Antw.  ifBy,  p.  32,  35, 
34»  35- 

charged 
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charged  to  treat  him  with  every  mark  of 
refped  during  his  (by  in  their  cities.  On 
his  approach  to  Staritfa,  he  pafTed  through  a 
long  line  of  the  Strclitzes,  whofe  filent  order 
and  fplendid  clothing ''  revealed  the  difcipline 
and  magnificence  of  their  maften  In  the 
court  of  the  palace,  and  in  the  apartments, 
were  ranged,  according  to  their  refpedkive  de- 
grees, the  Boyars  and  Dvorians,  attired  in 
rich  habits  of  gold. 

A  nobleman  of  the  firft  diftindion,  and  a 
fecretary  of  flate,  ulhered  him  even  to  the 
centre  of  the  grand  ftair-cafe.  He  then  be- 
held the  Czar  and  his  fon ;  both  of  them  pre- 
fented  their  hands  to  him,  and  Ivan  even  gra- 
cioufly  laid  afide  the  dignity  of  his  ftation,  and 
conferred  on  him  the  honour  of  an  invitation 
to  the  royal  table.  But  the  hopes  of  a  peace, 
topromote  which  the  jefuit  had  alone  been 
honoured  with  fuch  diftinguiftied  notice, 
flowly  thrived  under  his  aufpices,  until  the 
Swedes,  led  on  by  their  accomplifhed  general, 
Pontus  de  la  Gardie,  had  carried  by  aflault 
the  city  of  Narva,  where  he  put  to  the  fword 
feven    thoufand   Ruf&ans,   and   planted   his 

5^  Wc  read  in  the  firft  volume  of  Hackluyt's  Voyages, 

p., 250.  that  the  armour  and  accoutrements  of  the  meaaeft 

iR)ldier  were  gilded  or  elfe  adorned  with  filk :  and  there  is 

no  reafon  to  fuppofe  there  was  any  diminucion  of  thefe  or- 

naments  on  this  important  occafion. 

ftandard 
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ftandard  on  the  walls  of  Ivan-Gorod  and 
Vittenftein  \  and  carried  his  ravages  even  to 
the  gates  of  Novgorod  ".  Jealous  of  fuch  fu- 
perior  advantages,  and  fearful  that  his  fuc- 
cefsful  confederate  would  aim  at  ftill  higher 
exploits,  Battori  prudently  waved  fome  of  his 
mod  rigorous  conditions,  and  figned,  in  the 
commencement  of  the  year  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  a  peace  with  Ruflia, 
by  which  he  obtained  the  produdive  territory 
of  Livonia,  while  he  confented  to  recede  from 
his  former  demands  of  indemnification,  and 
to  reftore  the  places  in  Ruflia  which  his  arms 
had  acquired.  About  the  fame  time  the  Cri- 
mean Khan  obtained  his  fafety  by  a  peace 
with  Ruflia  j  while  the  following  year,  the  158*. 
Swedifli  prince  liftened  to  the  voice  of  reafon, 
and  concluded  a  truce  with  Ivan  for  three 
years,  after  the  ardour  of  his  troops  had  lan- 
guiflied  at  the  fiege  of  Orecheck,  and  the 
danger  hourly  increafed  of  an  open  rupture 
with  Poland. 

But  his  enemies  would  never  perhaps  have 
perceived  thefe  traits  of  weaknefs  in  the  cha- 
rader  of  Ivan,  had  not  his  intrepid  fpirit  been 
utterly  fubdued  by  the  lofs  of  public  hap- 

•»  Puffcndorf,  Hift.  de  TEurope,  torn,  iii,  p.  390,  391 ; 
tom.  ii.  p.  J4S. 

•*  Levefque,  tom.  iii.  p.  IC9,  no— 114.  See  alfo  Rerum 
poft  captain  Polociam  contra  Mofchum  geftarum  Narratio- 

R  .   pinefs, 
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pinefs,  and  private  repofe.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  paffion  which  equally  on  the  flighteft 
or  greateft  provocation,  leaves  men  neither 
mailers  of  their  reafon  nor  adions,  this 
wretched  prince  gave  the  death-blow  to  his 
fon^  whofe  perfonal  merit  is  faid  to  have  been 
deferving  of  the  aifedions  and  efteem  of  the 
pedple.  The  fatal  efFed  of  this  inftance  of 
anger  has  been  fo  varioufly  related,  that  in  the 
confufion  of  oppofite  accounts  it  is  difficult  to 
difcover  the  truth. 

When  old  age,  it  was  conceived,  had  de- 
bilitated the  ruling  arm  of  Ivan,  and  fortune 
continued  favourable  to  a  confederacy  main- 
tained by  courage  and  ability,  fome  of  thfe 
principal  boyars  excited  the  people  to  fend  a 
deputation  to  the  Czar  with  the  ungracious 
petition  that  his  fon  might  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  army.  Exafperated  at  their  requeft, 
the  chief  abettors  of  it  were  puniflied  with 
death,  and  on  the  next  day  the  indignant 
monarch  appeared  without  his  guards,  and 
before  the  people  diverted  himfelf  of  his 
crown  and  robe.  "  Prefent  this  robe,"  ex- 
claimed the  Czar,  in  an  impreffive,  though 
perhaps  too  oftentatious  a  tone  of  dignity, 
/'  to  one  who  is  my  fuperior  in  attention  to 
the  public  affairs,  to  whofe  commands  you, 
will  pay  a  more  prompt  and  cheerful  obe- 
dience*    In  me  you  behold  the  conqueror  of 

Livonia, 
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Livonia,  Kazan,  Aftrakan,  and  of  the  Turks. 
I  have  dedicared  ray  whole  life  to  promote 
the  glory  and  to  aflert  the  independence  of 
my  kingdom ;  and  now  you  wifli  my  refig- 
nation  as  an  acceptable  teftimony  of  your  gra- 
titude and  attachment  for  my  extraordinary 
fcrvices."  During  this  addrefs  the  people 
melted  into  tears  and  ftood  in  a  refpe^lful 
filence  waiting  the  conclufion  of  this  (Irange 
occurrence.  The  courtiers  wifely  anfwered 
this  harangue  with  expreflions  of  loyalty  and 
zeal,  and  the  applauding  (houts  of  the  people 
proved  to  him  that  in  his  old  age  he  was  not 
the  objed  of  their  hatred  or  contempt.  With 
contrite  hearts  and  bended  knees  his  fubjeds 
implored  him  to  affume  once  more  his  regal 
ornaments.  "  I  (hall  only  take  them  up,"  he 
fternly  replied,  "  to  punifli  the  authors  of  this 
foul  confpiracy."— Then  turning  to  his  fon 
with  a  look  that  painted  all  the  ri(ing  anger 
of  his  foul,  **  Art  thou,"  faid  he,  "  that 
abandoned  wretch  who  wouldft  invite  my 
faithful  people  to  rebellion  ?  Is  it  thou,  who 
wouldft  deftroy  a  father  to  occupy  his  throne  ? 
But  fuch  unparalleled  treachery  (hall  not  go 
unrewarded;  and  fince  thy  unnatural  heart 
has  ceafed  to  remember  the  ties  of  allegiance 
and  love,  in  punifihing  thy  offence,  I  fhall  lay  ^ 
afide  the  tendernefs  of  the  patent,  and  fub- 
ftitute  in  its  place  the  rigid  equity  of  the  fo- 
R  2  vereign 
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yereign  againft  the  traitor  of  his  country* 
Truft  me,  in  thy  fentence  (hall  be  conveyed 
a  lading  inftruQion  for  fons  to  rcfpeft  their 
fathers,  when  they  labour  under  heavy  mif- 
fortunes,"  The  royal  Ivan,  deeply  wounded 
at  thefe  unjuftifiable  reproaches,  threw  him- 
felf  at  his  father's  feet  to  vindicate  his  inno- 
cence.  In  that  fatal  moment  the  Czar,  de- 
prived of  his  reafon  by  a  fudden  burft  of  paf- 
lion,  gave  him  a  blow  on  his  head,  of  which 
the  young  prince  only  lingered  a  few  days. 
In  this  way  does  Oderborn  relate  this  fatal 
tranfadion  '*. 

*'  IJut  if  we  confuk  another,  and  probably 
more  authentic  writer,  the  Jefuit  Poflevin, 
he  will  inform  us  that  the  dieath  of  that  un- 
fortunate prince  muft  be  afcribed  to  a  very 
different  caufe.  Among  a  people  fo  deeply 
tinged  with  the  aufterity  of  monaftic  ideas  as 
the  Ruffians  of  thefe  times,  and  fo  far  re- 
nioved  from  a  ftate  of  high  civilization,  we 
cannot  exped  to  find  their  harfli  natures  in- 
dulgent to  the  fmalleft  imperfedions  of  the 

'*  "  Quoi)iani  igitiir  tu  in  patre  principem  Mofchorurn 
nou  agnoi'ji^:,  ego  qnoque  principem  me  magis  quam  pa- 
trem  intiicabo,  ftatuamqiic  in  te  exemplo,  ne  quis  pofthac 
infelicibus  miferiis  parentum  illudat."  Joann.,  Bafil.  Vita, 
lib.  iii.  p.  3'0.  The  reader  will  perceive  we  have  taken 
ibme  flight  liberties  with  this  fpeech.  See  alfo  Williams's 
Ruflia,  p»43'445  and  Lacorabe,  p.  51,  52. 

^i  Ant.  PofTev.  Mofcov.  p.  28,  25.. 

female 
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female  fex.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  ladies  of 
high  rank  to  wear  three  robes,  more  or  lefs 
weighty  in  proportion  to  the  rigour  or  mild- 
nefs  of  the  feafon ;  while  to  be  feen  in  one 
only,  was  confidered  as  an  infringement  on 
the  rules  of  decency,  as  the  under  garment 
either  from  its  fhape  or  lightnefs,  g^ve  ample 
fcope  for  the  fenfes  to  be  inflamed  with  the 
ardour  of  defire.  It  happened  jhat  the  wife 
of  the  Czarovitz,  advanced  in  her  pregnancy, 
and  compelled  to  tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  female 
delicacy,  from  her  burthenfome  fituation,  was 
furprifed  by  the  Czar  in  her  apartment,  lying  . 
on  a  bench  attired  only  in  a  fingle  garment. 
In  rifing  to  extenuate  her  offence,  he  ftruck 
her  with  a  flafF  which  he  always  ^carried  in 
his  hand.  The  fhrill  outcries  of  the  princefs 
were  heard  by  the  Czarovitz.  He  flew  to 
her  relief;  and  in  this  fccne  of  reproach  and 
contention  the  furious  father  gave  him  a 
blow  on  the  head  which  proved  mortal.  Thus 
perifhed  a  prince  over  whofe  untimely  bier, 
hiflorians,  in  pity  to  his  misfortunes,  have 
profufely  fcattered  the  rofes  of  every  virtue 
without  recolleding  that  the  man  who  could  ' 
ad  fo  cruel  a  part  in  the  butcheries  of  Nov- 
.  gorod,  could  never  be  praifed  by  impartial 
judges  for  a  fuperfluous  difplay  of  humanity 
orjuflice. 

R  3  But 
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Bat  though  the  caufe  of  his  death  is  fo 
differently  affigned  by  writers,  yet  all  agree 
that  the  crime  went  noc  unpunilhed.  In- 
confolable  for  the  death  of  his  murdered  fon, 
his  courtiers  could  with  difficulty  prevail  oa 
Ivan  to  accept  of  nourifhment;  and  for 
feveral  days  his  tribulation  of  mind  did  not 
permit  him  to  change  his  drefs.  His  '*  nights 
were  tormented  by  the  ftings  of  a  guilty  con- 
fcience"',  and  in  the  paroxyfms  of  defpair  he 
longed  to  pradife  the  humble  fundions  of  a 

1583.  monk.  The  reduced  coffers  of  the  patriarchs 
of  Conflantinople  and  Alexandria"  were  en- 
riched from  his  guilt  ;•  and  fuch  was  the  deep 
impreiTion  of  his  grief,  that  during  the  (hort 
remainder  of  his  days  he  could  never  hear 
the  name  of  his  beloved  fon  without  the  tears 
of  repentance  trickling  down  his  aged  cheeks. 

'5^4-  In  the  following  year  death  relieved  him  from 
the  pains  of  his  mind  and  body,  on  the  nine- 

■*  Ant.  Poflev,  Mofcov.  p.  31. 

•'  Yet  if  we  may  place  confidence  in  the  author  of  a  Brief 
Hiftoncal  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruflfla,  his  penitence 
did  not  contribute  to  (top  the  current  of  his  ufual  cruelty  : 
for  behind  his  pillow  was  found  a  note  which  fentenced 
fcventcen  perfons  to  death,  p.  4. 

■'  Jacobus  Reatenfelds  fpecifies  the  amount  of  his  re- 
pentant donation ;  *'  feptuaginta  feptem  aureornm  num* 
mum  millia  ad  patriarchas  Conftantinopolitanum  et  Alex. 
andrianuin,"  &c.  De  Rebus  Mofcov,  1.  i.  cap.  xii.  p.  66. 

teenth 
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teenth  of  March,  after  a  reiga  of  fifty  years, 
and  in  the  fifty-fourth  of  his  life  *\ 

The  charader  of  this  prince  has  been  va^- 
rioufly  tranfmitted  to  us  by  men  inimical  to 
tyranny,  fchooled  in  calumny,  and  fkilful  in 
adulation.  We  may  therefore  ftrike  out  fome 
degree  of  truth  by  the  confrontation  of  their 
different  accounts.  He  was  gifted,  in  a  fur- 
prifing  degree,  with  that  vigour  of  mind  an^ 
body  which  qualify  men  for  great  and  ar- 
duous undertakings.  When  we  call  to  re* 
mepibrance  the  greatnefs,  the  variety,  and 
fuccefs  of  his  meafures,  he  pofieffes  ftirong 
claims  to  the  appellation  of  a  great  mind* 
When  we  confider  his  monftrous  tyranny, 
his  name  can  never  be  recorded  as  a  bright 
example  of  moderation,  clemency,  and  juftice. 
We  entertain  not  a  wifli  to  foften  the  black 
fliades  of  his  crimes  with  the  varnifh  of  par- 
tiality :  but  the  truth  of  hiftory  muft  obferve, 
that  his  horrible  vices  feem  more  to  be  the 
eflFeds  of  paflion  than  of  a  depraved  growth 
of  nature:  in  his  features  of  extortion,  vio- 
lence, cruelty,  and  diffimulation,  a  difcerning 
eye  will  perceive  a  clofe  refemblance  with 
Louis  XI.  of  France  "  j  in  found  judgment, 

untutored 


*'  Lc  Clerc,tom.  ii.  p.  352, 

•'  In  Hackluyt's  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  457'  we  read  that 

Elizabeth  greatly  ftrengtheneJ  her  intcrcft  with  Ivan  by« 

R  4  fending 
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^  untutored  force  of  intelledt,  and  arbitrary 
maxims  of  adminiftration,  he  might  be  pa- 
ralleled with  William  the  Conqueror.  The 
incidents  of  his  reign  contributed  to  reprefent 
his  defe£ts  (which  was  not  neceflary)  in  a 
more  ftriking  light.  Impelled  to  cruelties  by 
feeing  the  whole  machine  of  his  government 
in  danger  of  being  torn  into  pieces  by  his  re- 
bellious fubjeds,  he  fent  forth,  to  perfecute 
and  to  deftroy,  that  abhorred  legion  of  in- 
formers, the  Opritchniki ;  while  the  re- 
membrance of  what  he  had  endured  in  his 
childhood,  from  the  tyrannical  a£ts  of  the 
boyars,  who  were  at  that  time  bound  to  affift 
him  by  every  tie  of  fidelity  and  honour,  did 
not  ferve  to  mitigate  his  hatred  and  fufpicion 
of  them,  when  his  youthful  and  adventurous 
courage  burft  and  revenged  the  fetters  of  do- 
meftic  oppreflion. 

There  were  fome  traits  in  his  charader  fo 
low  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  atrocious,  that 


fending  into  his  doTRinions  Dr.  Jacob,  a  phyfician  of  great 
/kill.  We  are  ignorant  whether  Ivan's  apprehcnfions  of 
death  and  the  policy  of  this  fon  of  jEfculapius  enabled  him 
to  cxercife  that  domineering  fway,  and  to  obtain  thofe 
valuable  donations  from  his  guilty  fears,  as  the  artful  phy- 
fician Jacques  Co(5lier  did  from  the  tyrant  Louis;  and 
which  is  fo  admirably  told  by  that  pleafmg  and  faithful 
hiftorian  Comincs.  Sec  his  Memoirs,  a  Lyon,  «5)9,  liv.  vi. 
p.  177, 

they 
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they  cannot  ever  be  numbered  in  the  me- 
morable crimes  of  an  intrepid  tyrant.  Not 
content  with  abufing  the  rights  of  men  in  his 
elevated  rank  of  judge,  he  could  meanly  de- 
fcend  to  become  the  executioner  of  his  vic- 
tims*'; he  could  endow  the  monafteries,  and 
at  the  fame  time  rob  the  widow  and  orphan 
of  their  fcanty  pittance ;  he  could  proftrate 
himfelf  before  the  flirine  of  fome  reputed 
faint,  and  at  the  next  moment  fandion  the 
performance  of  the  moft  unwarrantable  mur« 
der;  while  the  inner  recefles  of  his  palace 
were  polluted  with  fuch  infamous  crimes  and 
brutifh  pleafures'%  as  cannot  be  faithfully 
delineated  without  betraying  a  manifeft  inde- 
corum of  charader. 

Ignorant  of  letters,  and  unacquainted  with 
fcience,  his  noble  attempts  to  infufe  a  tindlurQ 
of  learning  into  the  uninformed  minds  of  his 
countrymen  call  for  our  warraeft  tribute  of 
praife.     It  may  appear  extraordinary  that  a 

'9  It  is  with  great  juftice  that  Chantreau  calls  him  '*  le 
plus  ingenieux  bourreau  qui  fe  foit  adis  fur  le  trone  des 
Ruffes."  See  Voyage  Philofophique,  Pelitique,  et  Literaire, 
fait  en  Ruflie,  pendant  les  annees  17^8  et  1789  ;  a  Ham* 
burg  1794,  torn.  i.  p.  ie6. 

^^  If  the  reader  wifhes  to  be  introdaced  into  the  royal 
chamber,  he  cannot  choofe  a  better ,m:ifter  of  the  ceremonies 
than  Guagnini,  or  Levefque,  both  of  whom  will  draw  his 
attention  to  fuch  (ights  as  may  terrify,  ama/e,  and  confound 
him.  Mofcoviae  Dcfcriptio,  p.  183—206.  Hill,  de  Rufficy 
to;^,  iii,  p.  170—182. 

prince 
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prince  fo  ftern  and  haughty  in  his  deport- 
menty  (6  fevere  and  fuUen  in  his  manner, 
fo  jealous,  tyrannical,  and  vindidive,  fhould 
pofTefs  even  to  the  laft  that  befl:  reward  of  a 
virtuous  prince,  the  efleem  and  affedions  of 
his  people.  But  the  fplendour  of  his  con-* 
quefts  and  perfonal  valour  attraded  the  vul« 
gar  eye,  and  perhaps  it  is  no  deviation  from 
truth  to  fay,  that  the  Ruffians  were  fo 
thoroughly  moulded  to  every  fpecies  of  fer^  . 
vitude,  that  their  degenerate  natures  were 
alike  willing  to  extol  their  prince,  when  he 
either  appeared  as  the  father  or  the  fcourge  of 
his  country. 


When  hiftory  is  conftrained  to  follow  the 
vidorious  career  of  a  prince  whofe  adions, 
in  moft  refpeds,  proclaim  him  uncivilized, 
fhe  treads  in  a  rugged  path,  and  her  vefture 
is  bloody.  To  obferve  therefore  the  firft 
dawniogs  of  fcience  and  literature  which 
were  to  (hine  with  fuch  glory  on  the  revolu* 
tions  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  the  fecond  Ca- 
tharine, may  turn  the  attention  of  the  reader 
from  thofe  fanguinary  events  fo  eflentially 
cohneded  with  Ruffian  hiftory,  and  prefent 
to  his  view  a  fpedacle  not  altogether  unde- 
ferving  of  his  notice. 

The 
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The  firft  grand  objed:  in  the  mifcellaneous 
tran&£lions  of  this  reign  is,  the  conqueft  of 
Siberia^'.  By  the  acceffion  of  this  immenfe 
province,  firft  made  known  to  RuiTia  by 
private  opulence '%  fhe  obtdned  an  extent 
of  territory  never  before  acquired  by  any 
other  nation.  But  this  new  edifice  of  Ruffian 
power  was  not  completed  during  the  life  of  - 
Ivan ;  it  was  referved  for  his  fucceflbrs  to 
raife  it  to  its  prefent  fhape  of  greatnefs. 

To  enumerate  fome  of  the  principal  pro- 
dudions  of  this  Peru  of  RufEa,  will  be  no 
great  aberration  from  the  defign  of  this  work. 
This  country,  which  boafts  of  rich  furs  now 
refufed''  to  the  reft  of  the  earth,  ihuts  up 
in  its  icy  entrails  the  dead  bodies  of  ele- 
phants, whofe  teeth  alone  form  a  valuable 
t 

•■  We  cannot  call  the  draggling  expedition  of  the  Ruffians 
againft  the  barbarous  inhabitants  of  Igur,  under  the  reign 
of  Ivan  III.,  the  difcovery  or  oonqueft  of  Siberia;  as 
fcarcely  any  memory  of  it,  much  lefs  advantage,  prevailed 
in  the  weak  and  fadious  reign  of  his  fucceiTor. 

^*  For  the  hiftorical  part,  fee  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  1 14 — 
150.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  401 — ^4.09.  and  Coxe's  Ruffian 
Difcoverics,  p.  275 — 297. 

*^  See  Nov.  Comment.  Academ.  Petrop.  tom.  v.  p.  338. 
Animallum  quorumdam  quadrup.  deicrip.  auAore  J04 
Georg.  Gmelin,  BuiFon  Hift.  NaturelJc,  Par.  1765.  p.  309 
— 313.  and  Pennant's  Hill,  of  Quadrupeds,  3d  edit.  vol.  ii. 
p.  43  —49,  for  the  figure,  defcription,  and  hiftory,  of  the 
fable,  now  principally  to  be  found  in  the  eaftern  partS'of 
Siberia,  whofe  beautiful  ikin  is  fo  ufcful  and  ornamental 
an  appendage  to  the  drefs  of  a  Ruffian  gentleman. 

branch 
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branch  of  trade.  Pofleffing  many  gold  and 
filver  mines,  it  likewife  abounds  in  other 
valuable  metals.  Content  with  thefe  prer 
cious  ftones,  it  does  not  envy  the  brilliant 
congelations  of  the  Eaft ;  and  were  the  hand 
of  nature  ^^  lefs  bounteous,  this  allotted  re* 
fidence  of  exiles  would  ftill  be  fuflSciently 
rich  by  the  fertility  of  its  fouthern  lands, 
by  the  labours  of  the  peafants  ^\  by  the 
variety  of  game  in  its  plains  and  forefts, 
and  by  the  quantity  of  fifh  in  its  rivers  **• 

*♦  Bell,  in  his  entertaining  and  inftruAIve  travels,  delivers 
the  following  warm  panegyric  on  the  country  and  climate 
of  Siberia:  "  For  my,  part,  I  think  that  had  a  perfon  his 
liberty,  and  a  few  friends,  there  are  few  places  where  he 
could  fpend  his  life  more  agreeably  than  in  fome  parts  of 
Siberia."  Vol.  ii.  p.  i  k9-  We  do  not  queftion  the  fmcerity 
of  this  writer's  fentiments,  although  we  muft  confefs  his 
tide  appears  rather  fingular,  at  leaft  it  would  be  thought  fb 
by  that  extravagant  and  perfccuted  genius  Kotzebue. 

*'  Sec^  a  juft  encomium  on  the  induftry  of  the  Siberian 
peafantry  in  Sauer's  account  of  Billing's  expedition  to  the 
northern  parts  of  Ruflia,  Irom  1785  to  1794,  p.  9. 

^*  See  Harris's  Voyages,  vol.  ii.  p.  482,  483,  .  Voyage 
en  Siberie,  par  M.  I'Abbe  ChappeD'Autcroche,  Amft.  1770, 
o^avo  edition,  tom.  ii.  p.  328—602.'  Voyages  du  P.  Avjul, 
liv.  iii.  EiTai  fur  le  Commerce  en  Ruffle,  Amfterdam  1777, 
a  moft  valuable  work,  p.  13. ;  and  Voyages  en  Siberie,  ex- 
traits  des  Journaux  de  divers  favans  Voyageurs,  in  two 
tomes,  a  Berne,  1791.  Siberia  is  celebrated  for  the  abun- 
dance and  quality  of  its  iron  ;  and  above  fixty  mines  in  the 
fouthern  parts,  were  worked  by  the  Ruffians  in  the  time  of 
Strahlenburg.  See  his  Hiftory  of  Siberia,  Lond.  J 73 8, 
p.  342—387- 

But 
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But  thefe  are  not  all  the  beneficial  confe*^ 
quences  that  proceed  from  the  difcovery  of 
Siberia ;  flxe  opened  a  profitable  road  into  the 
remote  empire  of  China,  and  Ruffia  now 
exchanges  her  precious  furs  for  the  filk, 
cotton,  tea,  rice,  and  toys  of  China,  at  the 
town  of  Kiachta,  the  centre  of  Ruffian  and 
Chinefe  commerce. 

The  next  objedt  which  merits  a  flight  no- 
tice is  the  code  of  Ivan.  In  the  nineteenth 
year  of  his  age,  that  profound  fcience  which 
has  exercifed  and  baffled  the  mature  wifdom 
of  a  Lycurgus,  Solon,  or  Juftinian,  engaged 
his  attention.  The  filence  of  the  Rufllan  an- 
nalifts  is  a  ftrong  proof,  that  from  the  time  of 
the  firft  Yaoraflaf,  prince  and  lawgiver  of  Nov- 
gorodf  to  the  fixteenth  century,  no  addition 
had  been  made  to  his  crude  fyftem  of  jurif- 
prudence.  To  improve  the  laws  of  Yaoraflaf, 
the  Czar  convoked  an  aflfembly  of  nobles, 
and,  after  balancing  their  opinions,  he  pub- 
liflied,  in  1550,  his  foudebniky  which  name 
may  be  tranflated  or  explained  by  the  manual 
ofJudges^\ 

But  the  code  of  this  beardlefs  legiflator 
does  not  fiirpafs  his  predeceflTors  in  accurate 
diftinftions  of  right  and  wrong,  which  are  of 

*'  Sec  Lacombcy  p.  ^^^  Strahlenburg,  p.  204.  Le  Clerc, 
torn.  \u  p*295.    LevefqHCy  torn*  iii.  p.  153. 

8  fuch 
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facb  importance  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
ibciety.  A  £ew  quotations  from  this  civil 
labour  of  Ivan  will  be  fufficient  to  judify  this 
remark. 

The  firft  article  is  expreffed  in  thefe  words: 
**  A  man  under  an  accufation  of  having  fet 
fire  to  a  houfe^  of  theft^  or  murder,  mud  al- 
ways juftify  himfelf  by  arms."  Such  a  per- 
nicious law  muft  inevitably  ftrike  at  the  root 
of  public  order  and  private  tranquillity,  fmce 
every  villain  might  be  efFedually  fcrecned 
from  puiu(hment  until  his  iU-fortune  brought 
him  to  cope  with  an  adverfary  fuperior  in 
corporeal  prowefs  and  ikill.  The  next  cruel 
abfurdity  which  meets  our  eye,  is  the  trial  of 
innocence  or  guilt  by  judicial  combats.  But 
this  was  too  ancient  a  privilege  of  barbarous 
right  for  the  warlike  nobles  of  Ruflla  to  re*' 
fign,  or  even  for  any  bounds  to  be  fet  to  it  by 
all  the  authority  of  Ivan.  But  the  decree 
moft  repugnant  to  the  temperate  fpirit  of 
freedom,  and  the  mofl  favourable  to  the  guilt 
of  its  overgrown  oppreflbrs,  may  be  read  in 
thcfe  words  :  "  That  the  teftimony  of  every 
nobleman  flxall  have  more  weight  than  that 
of  fix  perfons  of  a  mean  fituation  of  life  '*. 

•'  See  Williams,  p.  46,  47.  who  profefles  to  have  tranf- 
lated  from  the  RuHlan  language  his  detailed  account  of  the 
code  of  Ivan, 

Wonderful 
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Wonderful  would  be  tjie  decreafc  of  vice  and 
injuftice,  if  the  nobles  of  every  nation  were 
exempt  from  the  frailties  of  their  fellow- 
creatur^es.  Yet,  under  the  regulation  for 
judges  to  take  no  fees  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
duties,  and  for  thofe  who  confidered  their 
caufes  improperly  fettled  to  look  up  to  their 
prince  for  redrefs,  may  be  perceived  feme 
■faint  glimmering  of  juftice. 

It  is  no  lefs  eStraordrnary  than  for- 
tunate for  fo  vaft  an  empire  as  Ruffia, 
'which  offers  fuch  a  variety  of  native  pro- 
dudiions,  that  her  fons,  notwithflandmg  io 
many  difcouraging  circumftances,  fhould 
ever  have  manifefted  a  great  delire  to  en- 
large the  circle  of  their  trade"*':  and  it  is 
curious  to  i^bferve  them,  under  a  long  chaih 
of  domeffic  misfortunes,  ftill  fcizing  every 
opportunity  to  pufli  with  vigour  their  dar- 

*•  The  fagficious  mind  of  Peter  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  commercial  temper  of  his  fubjeds.  When  requefted  by 
his  friend  De  Witfen,  the  celebrated  burgomafter  of  Am- 
flerdam,  to  allow  the  fettlement  of  the  Jews  of  A-mftcrdam 
in  his  dominions,  he  returned  for  anfwer»  <*  that  although 
the. Jews  had  the  reputation  of  deceiving  all  the  world  in 
■  the  affairs  of  commerce^  he  yet  feared  they  would  become 
dupes  in  their  turn,  when  put  in  competition  with  his 
Ruflians."  See  Anecdotes  originales  de  Pierre  le  Grand, 
p.  28.  Notwithftanding  this  unfavourable  opinion  of  the 
monarch)  we  ftill  think  that  the  fons  of  Ifrael  might  difputc 
the  palm  of  deception  with  a  tolerable  chance  of  fucccfs. 

ling 
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ling  purfuit.  When  the  face  of  barbarifm  and 
idolatry  had  darkened  all  the  land  of  Ruflia, 
their  love  for  traffic  led  them  from  the  Baltic 
to  the  Euxine,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Oder, 
or  ancient  Viadrus,  to  the  port  of  Conftnti- 
nople.  Stopped  by  the  fatal  conquefts  of  the 
Tatars  in  their  annual  viGts  to  the  Byzantine 
nation,  they  only  perhaps  exchanged  their 
commodities  with  their  weftern  neighbours. 
But  when  the  fword  of  the  third  Ivan  had 
avenged  his  country's  wrongs,  his  adive  fub- 
jcfls  again  improved  the  profpeds  of  peace  j 
and  fuch  was  their  rapid  increafe  of  trade, 
and  fuch  the  envy  excited  by  it,  that  it  gave 
rife,  in  the  year  1553,  to  the  very  extraordi- 
nary confederacy  of  the  Hanfeatic  Towns, 
which  prohibited  their  fubjeds,  under  the 
pain  of  infamy,  and  the  lofs  of  their  privi- 
leges, to  trade  at  the  port  of  Narva,  the  only 
one  by  which  they  could  then  carry  on  a 
commercial  intercourfc  with  Ruffia  "**. 

But  the  circulation  of  trade  was  increafed 
by  an  unexpeded  event,  which  gave  a  new 
vigour  to  the  induftry  of  Ruflia,  communi- 
cated to  her  a  relifh  for  the  comforts  of  civil 
life,  and  roufcd  fuch  a  fpirit  of  curiofity  and 
enterprize,  as  gradually  lead  to  improvement, 

■'«  Thuanus,  lib.  xxxvi. 

fcience, 
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i&ience  and  civility.  The  credit  of  imparting 
fuch  advantages  to  the  Ruffians,  muft  be  at- 
tributed to  the  adive  and  daring  genius  of 
England.  Influenced  by  the  difcoveries  of 
the  Portuguefe  and  Spaniards,  v^hich  left 
Other  European  nations  fo  far  behind  them, 
at  that  time,  in  commercial  prbfperity,  and 
mortified  at  beholding  their  foreign  trade 
crippled  and  almofl:  ruined  by  this  new  courfe 
of  traffic,  the  Englifh,  under  the  dirediions  of 
Sebaftian  Cabot,  a  name  defervedly  of  great 
celebrity  in  nautical  affairs,  fleered  towards 
the  north-eafl  in  hopes  of  difcovering  new 
and  opulent  countries,  which  would  revive 
the  commercial  fpirit  of  the  nation. 

Two  fhips  and  a  barque  were  fpeedily 
equipped  for  this  memorable  voyage,  and 
cntrufted  to  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Wil- 
hougby,  an  officer  endowed  with  all  the  re- 
quifites  for  this  hazardous  undertaking.  The 
admiral  fhaped  his  courfe  northwards  along 
tbe  coafl  of  Norway,  and  doubled  the  formi- 
dable north  cape"*.     But  in    this  flormy 

ocean 


'^*  Iji  the  feamanlrke  narrative  of  Captain  Allifoa»  we 
have  a  complicated  fcene  of  human  want  and  mifer/  before 
bis  arrival  a^  Celwitch  upon  the  Cape.  See  his  Voyage  to 
Archangel  Lend.  16691 P*  56—64.  For  an  intereding  de- 
fcription  o{  this  ruggjsd  promontory^  fee  the  fecond  volume 
of  Acerbi's  Travels  through  Sweden^  Finland^  and  Lap« 

S  land 
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ocean  a  furious  temped  fuddenly  arofe  which 
difpcrfed  his  flender  fquadron.  The  mif^ 
fortunes  of  Wilhougby  compelled  him  to  feek 
refuge  with  his  (hips  and  a  bark  in  the  bay  of 
the  river  Azzina,  in  RufSa  Lapland  ***,  where 
he  and  all  his  companions  perifhed  in  that 
frozen  region.  The  more  profperous  fortune 
of  Richard  Chancelour^  the  grand  pilot  of 
this  expedition,  drove  him  to  the  White  Sea^ 
and  he  wintered  in  fafety  at  ArchangeK  The 
RufHans,  aftonilhed  at  the  machines  in  which 
the  Englifh  had  fearlefsly  explored  unknowa 
feas^  fmce  no  (hip  of  any  foreign  nation  had 
ever  vifited  before  this  quarter  of  the  globe^ 
not  only  received  their  new  guefts  with  the 
moft  flattering  hofpitality,  but  with  a  refped: 
mingled  with  reverence.  The  Englifli  pre- 
fently  found,  that  this  was  a  province  of  an 
immcnfe  empire,  obedient  to  the  Grand 
Prince,  or  Czar  of  Mufcovy^  who  refided  in 
a  great  city,  twelve  hundred  miles  from  Arch- 
angel. Ivan,  as  foon  as  he  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  arrival  of  Chancelour,  invited 
him  to  repair  to  Mofcow,  for  he  had  difcern- 
ment  fufEcient  to  comprehend  all  the  fecial 

land  to  the  North  Cape,  chap.  x»  p.  110,  1 1 1 ;— a  work  de- 
ferving  of  general  circulation,  as  it  abounds  with  a  variety 
of  curious  fads,  and  is  executed  with  great  vigour  axtd 
judgment. 

'«*  See  Goxc's  Northern  Tour,  fifth  edition,  vol.  inl. 
p.  397. 

con« 
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confequences  that  might  proceed  from  efta« 
blifhiDg  an  intercourfe  between  his  territories 
and  the  weftern  nations  of  Europe, 

This  high-fpirited  captain,  whom  no  ob-» 
ftacles  tould  daunt,  or  calamity  deprefs,  foli-> 
citous  to  atchieve  an  enterprize  which  might 
redound  at  once  to  the  fame  and  advantage 
of  his  country,  and  prove  an  honourable  re-' 
compence  to  him  for  all  his  toils  and  dan«- 
gers,  did  not  heiitate  for  a  moment  to  de- 
part for  Mofcow,  The  reader  may  not  be 
difpleafed  to  fee  the  nide  magnificence  of  the 
Rufiian  court,  and  the  manly  behavioor  of 
Chancelour  before  Ivan.  Twelve  days  after 
their  arrival  at  Mofcow,  they  were  ad«^ 
mitted  to  an  audience.  In  the  apartments 
of  the  palace  were  an  hundred  officers  offub<* 
ordinate  %rank,  in  drefles  of  gold  and  iilver. 
After  being  introduced  to  them,  they  pafTed 
on  to  the  chamber  of  prefence,  where  fat  the 
fovereign  of  all  Ruffia  on  a  lofty  throne,  in  a 
robe  richly  adorned  with  gold,  his  head  en« 
circled  by  a  diadem  of  the  fame  metal,  bear* 
ing  in  his  hand  a  fceptre  ornamented  with 
softly  gems^  and  furrounded  by  an  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  chief  perfons  of  the  ftate,  in 
the  richeft  apparel ;  while  on  the  fides  of  this* 
brilliant  throne  flood  the  chief  fecretary,  and 
the  great  commander  of  filehce,  whofe  drefTes 
were  of  fimilar  fplendour.  The  novelty,  the 
S  2  grandeur 
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grandeur  of  the  fcene,  the  dignified  cotin-» 
tenance  of  the  Gzar,  were  well  calculatted 
to  ftrike  a  reverential  awe  in  the  hearts  of 
thefe  unprotected  ftrangera.  But  Ghancelour, 
mindful  only  of  the  dignity  and  honour 
of  the  prince  and  nation  which  he  repre- 
fenced  on  this  fokmn  occafion,  advanced 
to  the  Czar  with  a  refpcdtful  but  intrepid 
air,  and  after  fainting  Ivan,  according  to 
the  manner  of  England,  delivered  to  him  a 
letter  from  king  Edward  the  fixth,  which 
the  captain  of  each  fliip  had  received,  for 
the  fovereign  of  whatever  country  defign 
or  accident  might  lead  them  to  difcover. 
The  letter  being  read,  the  Czar  gracioufly 
inquired  after  the  welfare  of  his  royal  mafter, 
to  which  Chancelour  returned  a  brief  and 
fuitable  anfwer.  Their  gifts  were  then  de- 
livered, and  they  quitted  the  prefence,  with 
an  invitation  to  repair  to  a  royal  entertain- 
ment« 

Two  hours  were  elapfed  in  waiting  at  the 
apartments  of  the  mafter  of  requefts,  before 
the  fummons  came  for  them  to  repair  to  Ivan. 
This  feaf^was  held  in  the  golden  palace,  in* 
the  ornaments  of  which  the  curious  eye  of 
the  Englifli  could  perceive  but  little  tafte. 
The  Czar  received  their  fecond  vifit  on  his 
throne,  attired  in  a  robe  of  filver,  and  another 
diadem  around  his  head*  Their  refpefkive 
9  feats 
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feats  were  oppofite  to  the  monarch.  In  the 
middle  of  this  hall  flood  a  great  table  of  a 
pyramidical  form,  profufely  covered  with 
goblets  of  gold  and  filver^  folely  appropriated 
for  Ivan's  ufe :  four  other  tables  covered  with 
fine  linen,  were  raifed  by  fcveral  fteps  on 
each  fide  of  the  hall.  The  mod  precioui 
furs  adorned  the  perfons  of  this  illuftrious 
aflfembly.  Before  the  meat  was  placed  oq 
the  table,  the  Czar,  according  to  an  ancient 
cuftom,  firft  crofTed  himfelf,  prefenting  to 
eacfi  gueft  a  piece  of  bread,  while  the  officer 
in  a  loud  tone  exclaimed,  ^^  This  is  the  gift 
of  the  Great  Duke  of  Mufcovy,  Emperor  of 
Ruffia,  Ivan  Vaffilevitz."  When  thefc  words 
were  finiflied,  the  guefts  arofe  to  pay  their 
homage. 

A  confiderable  time  muft  have  been  con* 
fumed  by  the  offering  of  the  bread,  as  the 
rank  and  title  of  every  gueft  were  fucceffively 
pronounced,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  fer* 
vitors,  in  habits  of  gold,  experienced  a  fimilai: 
bounty  from  their  prince.  When  this  tedious 
ceremony  was  finiflied,  the  gentleman  ufher 
entered  with  a  crowd  of  domeftics  carrying 
the  diflies;  after  having  expreflfed  hb  obe** 
dience  to  the  Czar,  he  placed  a  young  fwan 
in  a  golden  platter  upon  the  table,  which  was 
then  delivered  to  the  carver  to  be  cut  up  by 
fevca  of  his  fellows  j  which  work  being  con- 

S  3  eluded, 
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eluded,  the  meat  was  diftributed  with  the  like 
pomp  and  ceremonies.  All  the  different  fer»- 
Ticep  were  of  pure  gold,  and  the  feftive  board 
almoft  groaned  l^eneath  the  weight  of  the 
golden  veOfela  which  were  placed  for  the  ufe 
pf  an  hundred  gueils*  When  the  dinner  wag 
ended,  the  fober  Englifh  retired,  ^nd  left  the 
Cz^r  and  hi$  courtiers  perhaps  to  indulge  in 
1^1^  the  intemperate  riot  of  a  nodurnal  ban* 
quet  Such  was  the  friendly  and  iplendid 
receplion  of  Ch«ncelour  and  his  men  '*\ 
whicl}  diipla^a  \h^  charadjer  of  Ivaci  to  gt ^C 
.  adyajatage^  9ut  to  the  praifea  of  this  ho& 
pitaiity  mud  he  added  the  ftiU  more  valuable 
invitation '''^  ta  traffic  in  the  Ryifian  domi« 
nioQSy  which  wa;&  made  under  fuch  alluring 
promifes  of  protection  and  favour,  that  a  lu- 
crative intercourie  was  opened  with  this  vaft 
empire,^  by  which  the  £ngliih  had  foon  am- 
]^le  fcope  to.  rival  other  nations  of  the  moft 

^*  We  are  in^btedfor  oar  infomiatioii  of  tliis  intereft* 
ing  and  fingular  interview  to  the  curions  and  ample  collec* 
tion  of  voyages,  publiflied  by  Richard  HacUuyt,  preben- 
dary of  Wcftminfter>  vol.  i.  p.  146,  247—249,  250.  Dr. 
fiobedibn^  in  his  Hidory  of  America,  vol.  iv.  p.  177.  hat 
prouonnccd  a  very  juft  panegyric  on  the  judicious  pa- 
triotifm  and  commercial  attainments  of  this  extraordinary 

*»^  See  in  Hackluyt  a  copy  of  Ivan's  letter  fent  to  king 
Edward  the  fixth  by  the  hands  of  Richard  Chaacelour 

vol.  1.  p.  2^^. 

diftin- 
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dift!ngui{hed    repute    io  commercial  enter-* 
pnze  ^. 

A  few  years  after  this  occurrence,  which 
has  proved  lb  beneficial  to  the  mercantile  in-^ 
terefts  of  England  and  Ruflia,  the  Czar,  anKi- 
ous  to  give  a  ftill  more  diffufive  energy  to  the 
trading  capacity  of  his  fubje(^$,  opened  at 
Narva,  a  mart  for  foreign  merchants.  The 
Englifli,  the  Dutch,  and  the  French  came  to  it ; 
and  his  permiffion  to  the  Lubeckers  to  trade 
there,  proves  that  the  anger  of  Ivan  was  not 
£b  lafting  but  th^t  he  could  wifely  facrifice  it 
to  his  intereft.  This  new  eftablifliment  was^ 
'iricwed  with  jealoufy  by  the  grand  riiafter  of 
the  Teutonic  Order,  the  bifliop  of  Riga,  and 
Eric  king  of  Sweden,  In  hopes  of  relief, 
they  laid  their  complaint  before  the  emperor 
•  Ferdinand '";    but  the  port  of   Narva  ftill 

•*♦  The  Englllh  Ruffiau  Company  Femained  entire  maf- 
ttTs  of  this  commerce  of  the  Archangel  until  the  death  of 
Charles  L  The  Dutch  having  then  great  intereft  at  the 
Ruffian  court,  its  artful  mixjiifters  contrived,  under  the 
pretence  of  revenge  againft  a  nation  who  had  murdered 
their  king,  to  introduce  their  countrymen  into  the  Arch- 
angel trade,  upon  the  condition  of  their  paying  fifteen  per 
cent,  upon  both  imports  and  exports e  the  confequence 
was»  that  the  induftry  of  the  Hollanders  fo  much  im- 
proved this  partial  favour  of  the  Czar,  that  in  l68g,  the 
Polifh  envoy  affirmed  that  they  poffeffed  no  lefs  than  two 
liundred  faftors  at  Archangel.  See  Anderfon  on  Com- 
merce) vol.  ii.  p. 408, 409. 

^^*  Thuajttus,  lib*  xxxvi. 

S  4  ilourifhed^ 
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flourifhed,  notwithftanding  the  warm  and  re- 
peated remonftrances  of  thefe  neighbouring 
potentates.  But  what  did  they  exped  to 
draw  from  Ruflia  at  this  new  erected  feat  of 
trade,  fince  before  the  eftablifhment  of  Arch- 
ange],  fhe  yielded  from  her  fruitful  provinces, 
at  the  bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  following  ar- 
ticles, kaviar,  dry  fi(h,  idnglafs,  wax,  hemp, 
oil,  tar,  tallow,  wool,  timber,  and  corn  '^. 

When  Ivan  had  extended  his  power  over 
the  warlike  and  turbulent  realms  of  Ka- 
zan and  Aftrakan,  he  greatly  enlarged  tho 
bounds  of  Ruffian  commerce.  The  ""'  diilant 
caravans  of  Bucharia  and  Perfia,  no  longer 
dreading  the  fudden  attacks  of  the  predatory 
Tatars,  were  induced  to  empty  their  valuable 
ftores  at  Mofcow  j  while  the  Nogais  '"*,  the 
fierceft  of  thefe  once  deftrudive  hordes,  an^ 
nually  reforted  thither  from  the  fouth,  on  the 
peaceable  errand  of  felling  forty  thoufand 
horfes  at  a  fmall  price,  who  were  lefs  re« 
markable  for  their  beauty  than  for  their  en« 
during  in  a  furprifing  manner  both  hunger 
and  fatigue. 


'°*  To  marlr  the  increafc  of  their  importation,  fee  Eflki 
fur  la  Commerce  de  Ruffie,  par  M.  Marbault. 

'•^  Lc  Clcrc,  toni.  i>«  p-  350, 

'^^  Iter  in  Mofchoviam  Defcriptam,  ab  Auguftino  Ba« 
rone  de  Mayerburgy  166I9  p.  32. 

With 
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With  the  progrefs  of  commerce  the  arts  are 
accelerated :  but  a  people  muft  have  held  an 
uninterrupted  intercourfe  with  other  nations, 
and  improved  themfelves  by  their  inventions 
and  difcoveries,  before  they  can  arrive  to  any 
perfedioa  themfelves.  The  great  eruption  of 
the,  Tatars,  which  was  fatal  to  every  fcience, 
deprived  the  RuHians  of  thefe  opportunities  and 
pretenfions.  But  all  their  accumulated  misfor* 
tunes  could  not  efface  from  their  recolledion 
two  branches  of  trade,  which  feemed  to  be 
peculiar  to  their  own  country,  the  art  of 
boiling  and  cryftallizing  fair,  and  that  of  pre- 
paring thofe  fkins  of  fuch  eflimation,  under 
the  name  of  the  Ikins  of  Ruffia  '^'.  The 
author,  from  whofe  opinions  and  diligent 
learning  many  of  the  principal  fads  of  this 
work  are  extraded,  fufpeds  that  this  laft  in- 
vention owes  its  origin  to  the  (kill  of  the  Bul- 
garians. 

Without  fcrutinizing  the  merit  of  fome 
biftorians,  we  muft  condemn  their  ignorance, 
remiflhefs,  or  prejudice,  which  led  them  to 
pafs  over  in  total  filence  the  working  of  the 
mioes  in  Ruffia,  fmce  the  accurate  refearches 


■••  For  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  curious  prepara* 
don  of  thefe  famous  ikins^  fee  Voyages  chez  les  Feuples 
JCalxQOuks  &  Us  Ts(t$u-s«    Bemci  17929  p.  218,  &c, 

of 
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of  a  late  high  aatfaority "''  have  fufficiently 
proved^  that  the  mines  of  iron  were  well 
known  to  the  induftry  and  avarice  of  ancient 
times:  and  it  is  certain  that  the  unwhole- 
fome  labour  was  known  and  praftifed  in  the 
time  of  Ivan»  although  it  did  hot  then  forni 
a  principal  parr  of  comrhercial  wealth  **'• 

We  fhall  clofe  thefe  detached  obfenrations^ 
which  could  not  be  throwh  into  the  body  of 
our  work,  with  a  curfory  view  of  the  wretched 
Aate  of  the  arts  and  literature  of  the  times, 
with  Ivan*s  laudable  endeavours  to  improve 
them,  and  with  an  anecdote  or  two  to  (hevsr 
chat  the  Ruffians,  nurfed  in  defpotifm,  and  funk 
by  the  weight  of  their  own  apathy  and  ig- 
norance, were  incapable  of  itribibihg  any  juft 
and  nberal  fentiments  of  the  dignity  of  hu« 
man  nature. 

The  Ruffians  had  maintained  too  faftidioui 
a  referve  with  other  nations,  to  poffefs  many  of 
the  arts  and  comforts  of  life :  the  fagacity  of  the 
Czar  perceived  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  fought' 

■'®  Mullcrapud  Levcfque,  torn.  iii.  p.  159.  Lc  Clcrc  anJ 
Tooke  muft  be  aJfo  exempted  from  this  cenfure* 

*"  •*  Auri  et  argent!  fodinas  non  efle  audivi ;  ferri  funtp 
quod  quidem  homines  non  adeo  indudrie  zgre  ad  ufum 
aptant."  Ant.  PofFev.  Mofcov.  p.  25.  Fletcher,  who  vifitcd 
Ruliia  in  the  reign  of  the  imbeciJe  Fedor,  likewife  fpeaks  oi 
the  iron  of  Ruflla,  p.  1 1 .  Under  the  Czar  Alexis  was  efta- 
l)lifhed  the.firft  regular  mining.  See  Tookc's  View  of  the 
ELu£an  Empirei  voL  iiu  p.  405. 

to 
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to  apply  the  remedy.  The  wealth  and  inge- 
nuity of  England  fupplied  him  with  mecha- 
nics and  workmen  of  almoft  every  fort.  Al« 
lured  by  the  hopes  of  making  fortunes,  men 
of  different  talents  had  affembled  at  Lubeck, 
with  the  defign  of  embarking  for  Ruflia. 
In  the  firft  rank  we  mud  place  the  feden-* 
tary  profei&ons  of  the  painter,  fculptor,  and 
watchmaker ;  the  fecond  was  filled  with  the 
more  adUre  trades  of  the  miner,  the  armourer, 
the  mafon,  the  bellfounder,  the  archited,  and 
ftationer ;  but  he  loft  this  cargo  of  knowledge 
by  the  intrigues  of  the  merchants  of  Lubeck, 
and  more  efpccially  by  the  Livonians,  whofe 
mean  condudt  in  this  affair  was  in  the  end 
puniihed  by  the  Czar"^    . 

Ivan  might  affume  the  charafter  of  a 
learned  man,  in  a  cQuntry  where  literature 
flood  at  fo  low  an  ebb  that  to  be  able  to  read 
was  confidered  as  a  rare  intellectual  attain- 
ment* This  prince  could  read  the  Bible.  But 
the  feeds  of  learning  were  difficult  to  procure, 
if  the  foil  has  been  ever  fo  favourable  for 
their  cultivation ;  the  rudenefs  of  early  ages 
made  the  manufcript  copies  of  this  holy  book 
both  icarce  and  valuable;  and  when  accident  or 

■"  See  Effai  for  la  BIbliotheqnc  &  le  Cabinet  NaturclJc 
de  1' Academic  des  Sciences  de  St.  Petcrfbonrg,  par  Jean 
Backnieiller>  p.  32.  Several  curiciis  liiilorical  fa^are  to  be 
gleaned  from  this  \N'ork. 

money 
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money  threw  them  into  their  hands,  they 
were  rendered  almoft  ufelefs,  by  the  hurry 
and  ignorance  of  the  tranfcribers  '**. 

The  Czar  wifhcd  hb  fubjedls  to  purchafe 
facred  books  at  a  low  price  in  the  markets ; 
in  this  he  was  mightily  aflifted  by  the  cafual 
intelligence  of  the  art  of  printing.  To  tranf- 
plant  injto  his  remote  country  an  art  which , 
gives  immortality  to  the  efforts  of  great 
minds,  he  immediately  furniflied  the  neceffary 
fums  to  the  printers  whofe  names  were  Ivan 
Hodcrfon  and  Peter  Timofroffsom  "\  An 
edition  of  the  Gofpels,  the  Ads,  and  Tome  of 
the  Epiftles,  was  the  firft  undertaking  of  hh 
infant  prefs '". 

But  fo  flow  were  their  advances,  that  it 
required  ten  years'  labour  before  the  laudable 
pride  of  the  Czar  could  boaft  of  this  work 
being  executed  by  national  fkill. 

In  this  encouragement  of  printing,  he  de- 
clared himfelf  the  true  fervant  of  religion. 
But  the  iqferior  clergy  of  his  kingdom  were 
little  calculated  to  benefit  by  bis  enlightened 

"3  Lcvcfquc,  torn.  lii.  p.  i6a. 

■'♦  See  Nichols's  Supplement  to  his  Origin  of  Printing, 
i;8i,  p.  288. 

'**  This  printing-houfe  was  afterwards  burnt  down ;  the 
flames  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  kindled  either  by  the 
Iiands  or  by  the  contrivance  of  the  clergy,  who  dreaded  the 
improvement  of  the  people  as  a  public  evil.  See  Fletcher, 
p.  86. 

pro* 
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proceedings  "*•  The  gratitude  and  learning 
of  the  monks  vicre  not  capable  eVen  of 
naming  the  pious  founder  of  their  order  ***. 
Three  men  only  in  Ruflia,  befides  the  phy- 
iicians,  who  were  few  in  number,  could  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Latin  language,  and  they  were  of  Poliih  ex* 
tra&ion;  and  what  appears  ftill  more  fur- 
priiing  and  reprehenfible  to  this  enlightened 
age,  with  all  their  bliiid  devotion  to  the 
Greek  church'*',  none  could  be  found  to 
repeat  the  words  of  that  elegant  tongue. 

"•  In  the  pidtnre  of  the  Ruffian  prfefts,  how  the  figures  of 
Viccy  indolenccy  fuperftition,  and  impiety*  are  made  to  ftand 
out  by  the  hand  of  prejudice  or  truth  :  <*  CapiJlis  ad  hume* 
ros  &  pectus  dependentlbus  apprime  gaudent ;  &  quo  qui/que 
efi  mgrior  ^  adfpeSu  inamahiRor  tan  to  majori  apud  populum 
eft  in  dignatione.  Rafo  practerea  vertice  &  immifia  barba, 
gravitatem  prx  fe  ferunc  fingularem.  Vitae  alioqui  adeo 
impurz  &  ezecrabilis^  ut  non  delubris  Deorum,  fed  piftriuis 
Hiolitorum  dignos  adfirmare  poffis.  Si  quoties  enorme  ali- 
quod  flagitium  perpetrant^  ad  populum  fe  fatis  arrogant er 
ezcufant^  feque  Deorum  fratres  &  vicarios  eife  aiunt.  In 
tabemis  publicis,  vinum  adudum  totot  dies  potant.  Cum- 
que  jam  nee  mens  nee  pedes  officium  faciunt,/i^  velui  emar* 
tm  in  medifs  palatiis  concidunt  &  obdormifcunt."  De  Reli« 
gione  Ruflbrum,  p.  240, 241. 

fiT  <i  ^jra  interiorum  literarum  ignoratio  eft  ;  ita  ut  nee 
quis  fit  fui  audlor  iuftituit  aliqui  refpondere  fciverinc,  cum 
b«c  de  lis  quaereremus."     Ant.  Poffev.  Mofcor.  p.  91, 

"•  "  Libros  Latinos  et  Grascos  nunquam  viderunt,  et 
tamen  de  religione  Grascorum  multa  gloriancur/'  De  Re- 
ligione  RulTorum^  &c.  p.  249. 

'  The 
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The  Ruffians  thought  they  beft  praftifcd 
the  mild  duties  of  Chriftianity,  in  teftifying 
an  uniform  hatred  to  all  thofe  who  had  pre- 
fumed  to  enlifl  under  any  ftandard  of  re« 
ligion  but  their  own.  But  the  church  "'  of 
Rome  moft  provoked  their  indignation ;  and 
the  heavieft  curfe  which  they  could  heap  on 
an  enemy,  was  to  wifti  him  to  die  attached 
to  the  faith  of  the  Latin  pontiflF,  Their  more 
enlightened  fovereign  could  not  prcferve  him- 
fcif  entirely  free  from  thefe  prejudices.  On 
prefenting  his  hand  to  heretical  ambaffadors, 
he  never  failed  to  wafti  it  in  a  veflel  of 
gold,  purpofely  placed  in  the  hall  of  audi- 
ence '*^  Yet  he  was  not  fo  much  the  flavc 
of  fiiperftition,  but  that  he  could  eafily 
throw  off  its  chains  when  they  bound  him 
againft  the  real  interefts  of  his  country.  Com- 
pelled  to  folicit  ftrangers  to  inftru6t  his  people, 
his  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  the  Greek 
church  however  wifely  abftained  from  exer^ 
cifing  an  ipaproper  control  over  their  con- 
fciences :  nor  could  he  be  compared  to  thofe 
weak  princes,  whofe  overftrained  zeal  for 
religion   fuffers  them   to   become   the   tools 

"9  «'  Papae  Rom  an  i  nomcn  agre  in  aures  dimittunt  fuas," 
De  /^cligione  Riiflbrum,  p.  237. 

'*^  bee  Relatione  Curieufe  dc  la  Mofcovic.  Par.  1687. 
p.  6^.  and  La  Rclij^ion  anciennc  &  moderne  des  Mofcho- 
vitcs,  p.  18. 

of 
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o(  its  miaifters:  the  fwqrd  of  defpotifai 
alike  hung  over  the  heads  of  the  clergy^ 
as  the  uobles;  and  hi$  paffion,  or  caprice, 
frequently  drew  it  from  the  fcabbard  to  cut 
off  the  moil  facred  of  their  epifcopal  privi- 
leges/"* According  to  ancient  ufage,  the 
cledUon  of  the  metropolitans  muft  be  ratified 
by  tht  patriarch  of  Conftantinople ;  but  Ivan 
difpenfed  with  this  obligation,  and  confulted 
poly  iQ  their  promotion  or  debafement,  the 
dilates  of  his  own  free  wilh 

With  the  power  to  opprefs,  Ivan  afie£l;ed 
the  poatifical  drefs.  A  tiara  loaded  with 
(^iamoads  adorned  his  head  j  his  fceptre,  (bud- 
ded with  large  balls  of  cryftal,  refembling 
the  paftoral  (laff  of  the  primate  of  the  Greek 
i^hurch  ;  his  long  robe  was  after  the  faOiion 
of  the  pope,  when  he  afliils  at  the  impofing 
ceremonies  of  his  religion ;  above  his  feat,  and 
by  his  i;ight  fide,  were  placed  the  images  of  our 
Saviour  and  his  mother.  His  profane  ***  va- 
nityTeemed  almoft  to  afpire  to  the  order  of  a 
fuperior  being :  whenever  fupplicated  to  grant 
a  favour,  he  replied  with  emphafis,  "  Con-r 
elude  it  done,  if  God  commands  the  requeft.'* 
In  all  hia  z&s  he  wi(hed  to  be  recognized  by 
his   fubjefts    as   the  delegate    of   God ;   in 


■•'  Ant.  Poflev.  Mofcov.  p.  89,  90. 
•**  Lc  Cicrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  352. 


this 
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this  chatader,  all  his  bloody. violences  weftf 
no  fooner  committed  than  of  courfe  cancelled* 
Thus  did  he  fap  the  bafis  of  every  moral  vir- 
tue when  he  moft  profefled  to  afTent  to  its  de- 
crees'**;  and  probably  from  his  impious 
claidds'  to  heavenly  communications^  arofe 
that  common  faying  of  the  RufGans,  when 
they  were  ignorant  of  any  tranfadion,  **  That 
it  is  known  both  to  God  and  the  Czar  ****** 
While  fo  completely  were  the  fentiments  of 
nature  loft  in  the  habits  of  education,  and  by 
a  round  of  unremitted  tyranny,  that  it  may 
be  doubted  if  any  accident  had  produced  their 
deliverance  from  the  Czar,  whether  they 
would  have  been  capable  of  enjoying  a  ra- 
tional freedom.  For,  whenever  this  defpot 
chaftifed  his  nobles  for  feme  petty  offence, 
under  all  the  agonies  of  the  knoot,  they 
would  exclaim  at  the  feet  of  their  oppreflbr. 
May  you  reign  long  and  happy,  O  illuftrious 

I 

■*'  Obferve  in  this  fentence  the  dofe  fimilarity  between 
the  advice  of  Machiavel  and  the  condu<fl  of  Ivan»  in  his  ex- 
ternal zeal  and  refpe<5t  for  religion.  **  £  non  e  cofa  piu  Be* 
ccflaria  a  parere  d'havere,*'  fays  this  prince  of  Italian  poli- 
ticians ;  *'  chequefta  ultima,  qualita,  (religion,)  percbe  gli 
huomini  in  unlverfale  giudicano  piu  a  gliocchi  che  alle  mani, 
perche  toca  a  vedere  a  ciafcuno,  a  fentire  a  pochi/*  See 
Machiavelli  Opere,  1550,  libro  del  principe^  cap.  xviti.  p.  54. 
The  barbarity  of  this  prince  perhaps  would  have  been  no 
impediment  to  a  fuccefsful  ftudy  of  fcvcral  parts  of  this  fa- 
mous treatife  of  politics • 

'*♦  Guagnini,  p.  183. 

prince, 
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prince,  who  honour  your  faithful  fubjedis  with 
fuch  innumerable  favours,  and  who  conde- 
fcended  to  puniih  therngfor  the  generous  pur- 
pofe  of  improving  their  conduct  '*'. 

■*^  This  paflage  is  worthy  to  be  tranfcribed  for  its  reach- 
ing^ the  acme  of  haman  fervitude.  **  IJli  vero  tunc  temporis 
amoris  figfnum  principem  in  fe  exhibaifTe  gloriantar»  Terbe- 
xatique  gratias  principi  agant,  dicentes ;  Sanns  tu  (is  et  inco« 
lumis,  domine  Rex  &  Dux  magne,  quod  me  fervum  rufti- 
cumque  tuum  verberibus  emendare  dignatus  fis."  Guagnint» 
p.  183. — That  original  genius  and  benefactor  of  his  coun- 
try, Peter  the  Great,  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
mod  rigorous  meafures  to  wean  the  Ruffians  from  their 
grovelh'ng  fubmiffion.  It  was  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the 
Ruffians  to  felJ  down  upon  their  knees  whenever  their 
foyereign  appeared  in  the  public  ftreets;  Petet,  whofe 
love  of  freedom  and  of  reafon,  taught  him  to  defpife  fuch 
abje^  homage,  always  made  a  fign  to  them  that  he  chofe  to 
dtlfpenfe  with  this  etiquette  ;  but  he  could  not  break  them 
of  their  old  ilaviih  habits,  until  he  proclaimed  that  all  thofe 
who  performed  this  odious  genuflexion,  Ihould  be  punifhed 
with  the  knoot,  *  See  Anecdotes  Origin,  de  Pierre  le  Grande 
p.  73.  It  may  be  almoft  faid  of  fuch  men^  that  he  did  an 
iU  office  to  (hew  them  the  leaft  marks  of  independence. 
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REVOLUTION  THE  SEVENTH. 

^Cbe  ExtinSHon  of  the  Houfe  of  Rurik  ;  the  Ufurpation  ^ 
Boris  and  Demetrius^  and  thi  Eftabiybment  of  the  Houfi 
of  Romanofm 

We   now   Open   that   grand    fccne  which 

forms  the  joyful  cataftrophe  of  the  ancient 

dynafty,  and  conveys  the  fceptre  to  a  new 

race  of  princes,  whofe  power  was  deftined  te 

fliine  forth  with  a  mighty  luftre  in  the  eyes 

of  Europe.     Under  them  were  firft  to  apjpear 

thofe  liberal  principles  of  adminiftration  which 

harmonize,  beautify,  and   polifh  private  fo- 

ciety.     Under  them,  maritime  communica* 

tions  were  to  be  maintained  along  the  fhorea 

of  a   continent   of  immenfe  extent;    noWcf 

foundations  of  charity  public  and  private  to 

be  eilablifhed,  ftupendous  works  of  national 

honour  to  be  erefted,  population  to  increafe^ 

agriculture    to   advance,  and   wealth   to  be 

wafted  into  thofe  cities  which  had  fo  long 

been   the    feat   of   penury   and    oppreflion. 

Under  them  alfo  the  fpirit  of  fcience,  which 

had  been  fettered  by  the  groffnefs  of  early 

fuperftition,  and  by  the  influence  of  external 

controul,  was  to  emerge  with  fuch  dignity 

and 
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tod  vigouri  as  to  effea  a  moft  confiderable 
4nd  happy  change  in  the  fentimcnts  of  the 
higher  ranks,  and  in  the  habits  of  the  lower^ 
by  difleminating  thofe  feeds  of  tafte  which 
ftimulate  the  mind  to  the  cultivation  of  every 
polite  attainment.  Laftly,  under  them  the 
defign  of  the  archited,  the  chiiTel  of  the  fta- 
tuary,  the  pencil  of  the  artift,  and  the  fkill 
of  the  mechanic,  were  to  be  encouraged  and 
rewarded  with  all  the  munificence  of  imperial 
patriotifm,    * 

'  The  example  of  feveral  princes,  and  the  1584. 
laft  will  of  the  abfolute  Ivan^  made  the  rights 
of  primogeniture  refpedked  in  the  perfon  of 
his  fon  Fedor,  Without  meeting  therefore 
any  oppofition,  he  faw  himfelf  quietly  feated 
on  the  throne  of  Ruflia^  at  the  age  of  thirty* 
feven ;  and^  as  it  often  happens,  when  the 
rights  of  the  people  are  irrecoverably  gonfe^ 
they  are  (hadowed  out  by  fome  outward  form^ 
where  the  nation  feems  to  beftow  that  au- 
thority on  their  prince,  which  is  in  reality  fo 
far  removed  from  their  pofleflion ;  thus  the 
fcprefentatives  of  the  cities,  feleded  from  the 
moft  confiderable  of  the  nobility,  aflembled  a( 
Mofcow  for  the  abfurd  pUrpol'e  of  entreating 
f'edor  to  accept  the  empire,  and  to  fandify  KtS 

•  For  this  fhort  rtign,  x^e?  art  princtpill^r  indebted  to 
LeVeiqucy  torn.  Hi.  p.  206 — 239. 

T  2  power, 
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power,  by  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation* 
The  folemn  farce  was  clofed  by  the  confent 
of  the  prince  to  their  ardent  fupplications ; 
.when  had  the  fmalleft  reluctance  been  indn 
cated  againft  his  election,  his  pretenfions 
would  have  been  fupported  beyond  doubt  by 
the  avowed  power  of  the  fword,  or  by  the 
fccret  dagger  of  aflaflination. 

£ut^  Fedor  was  ill  calculated  to   fuftain 
with  credit  all  the  honours  and  labours  of 
a  great  empire ;  the  impotence  of  mind  wa^ 
-     equal  to  the  weaknefs  of  his  body :  his  fa<- 
f  vourite  recreation  confifted  in  difputing  with 

bis  fervants  of  the  church  the  glory  of  giving 
the  greateft  melody  to  the  bells*.  The  Czar 
his  father,  whofe  iron  fway  had  never  beeo 
thwarted,  conceived  he  was  able,  even  from 
his  tomb  to  exercife  the  fame  influence  over 
his  fubjedts ;  with  this  view  he  nominated 
three  boyars  to  diredt  the  councils  of  his  fon^ 
and  to  prefide  in  the  name  of  this  Arcadlus 
of  the  Ruffian  palace  \ 

*  Our  countryman  Giles  Fletcher,  who  hdd  a  diftie* 
guifhed  rank  in  the  embaiFy  to  Ruflja,  >59'9  fpeaks  of  the 
puerile  mind  and  infignificant  charadler  of  this  prince  ; 
p.  no. 

*  Sec  a  brief  Hiftorical  Relatron  of  the  Empimc  of  Ruffia> 
Lond.  1654,  p.  5. 

*  An  nnonymotts  writer  has  dlfmifled  his  chara<5ler  in 
thefe  expreflive  words  :  *•  Theodoras,  the  heir  of  his  father*]? 
empire,  though  not  of  his  greatnefs/'  See  Ruffian  Impoiiorj 
or  the  Hftory  of  Mufcovy  under  the  ufurpation  of  Boris> 
and  the  impollure  of  Demetrius  ;  Lond.  1674,  p.  2. 

9  A» 
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All  thrie  were  confpicuous  by  their  ta-* 
lentS)  civil  and  military,  perfonal  courage,  and 
fplendid  extradion.  All  three  were  in  the 
end  driven  from  their  great  (lations ;  but  the 
fall  of  one  muft  have  been  mitigated,  could 
he  have  forefeen  the  future  grandeur  of  his 
pofterity.  The  names  of  thefe  princes  who 
appeared  on  the  theatre  of  this  hiilory,  were 
Ivan  Petrovitz  Chouifki,  Ivan  Federovitz 
Mftiilaviki,  and  Nikite  Romanovitz  Yurief '• 
The  firft  could  boaft  an  alliance  with  the 
houfe  of  Rurik ;  the  blood  of  the  princes  of 
Lithuania  flowed  in  the  veins  of  the  fecond ; 
whilft  the  third  was  grandfather  to  Michael 
Romanof,  the  illuftrious  founder  of  the  reign« 
ing  houfe  of  Ruflia* 

The  next  charaAer  in  ability  and  confe* , 
quence  was  Bogdan  Belfki,  who,  from  an 
infignificant  fituation,  had  raifed  himfelf  by 
his  arts  to  the  high  office  of  fuperintendamt 
of  the  education  of  the  young  Demetrius  \ 
the  brother  of  Fedor.  This  man,  inftigated 
by  an  ambition  which  no  danger  could  de* 
ter,  formed  the  projefl;  of  fubverting  the 
Government  of  Fedor,  and   eftabli&ing  in 

5  Neugebaver  relates,  that  the  policy  of  Ivan  named  ftmr 
coiinfellors  of  eminence  to  fupport  the  weak  throne  of  Fe« 
dor-     See  Comment.  Mofcov.  cap.  i^p.  7. 

*  See  the  Hiftory  of  Ruflia  in  the  Umvcrfal  HiHory, 
vol.  XXXV.  p.  264, 

T  3  his 
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his  place  the  prince  Dehietrms,  in  the  ex-* 
pe£lation  of  ruling  over  Ruflia,  under  the 
name  of  his  infant  pupil.  But  this  was 
a  defign  fraught  with  too  much  peril  and 
difficulty  to  be  executed  without  accomplices ; 
and  his  unfortunate  fetedion  of  them  ruined 
him.  After  all  his  expedients  to  enfure  fuc^ 
cefs  had  been  communicated  to  thofe  he  had 
trufted,  they  then  fcattered  the  report  among 
the  people,  that  Ivan '  had  been  taken  off  by 
poifon,  and  that  Beliki  now  entertained  the 
flagrant  defign  of  maflacring  at  the  fame  time 
the  prince  and  his  boyars. 

No  fooner  was  this  rumour  fpread  among 
the  multitude,  than  they  ruflied  to  the 
Kremlin,  and  with  the  aid  of  fome  of  the 
corps  of  nobility,  pointed  artillery  againft  the 
principal  gate  of  the  palace;  and  in  their 
loyalty  to  Fedor,  they  demanded  the  head  of 
Belfki.  All  the  admonitions  of  Yurief  and 
Mftiflaviki,  who,  had  been  apprized  of  this 
infurredlion,  were  drowned  by  thejr  loud  vo- 
ciferations. The  minifters,  forced  to  retire, 
foon  afterwards  returned  with  an  order  from 
their  prince  to  tranfport  Beliki  to  Nigny^ 
Novgorod.  At  the  fame  time  to  appeafe 
their  fury,  the  boyarst  for  whofe  fafety  they 
had  expreifed  fuch  a  lively  concern,  prefented 

^  Lc  Ckrc,  torn.  li.  p.  37a  ^  •      '^ 

them- 
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tehemfelves  to  the  people ;  the  fumes  of  po- 
pular zeal  evaporated  immediately  on  their 
appearance;  and^  without  entreaty,  they 
peaceably  fought  their  homes. 

But  a  more  fagacious  and  fteady  adven- 
turer now  afpired  to  the  fupreme  authority^ 
whofe  meafurcs,  though  flow  in  their  opera- 
tion, yet  were  wcH  contrived,  and  pirodu£tive 
in  the  end  of  the  greaieft^fuccefs.  Boris  Fc- 
dorovitz  Gondonouf,  for  that  was  the  name 
of  this  daring  traitor,  was  the  brother  of 
Irene,  the  wife  of  the  Czan  He  was  de- 
fcended  from  Tchet,  a  Tatar  prince,  who  en- 
tered the  Ruffian  fervice  about  the  fourteenth 
century,  under  the  reign  of  Ivan  Kalita. 

Boris,  born  in  1552,  foon  obtained  the  af* 
fedion  and  favor  of  the  late  Ivan.  When 
his  fifter  was  honoured  with  the  hand  of  the 
preemptive  heir  of  the  empire,  it  wa^  then 
thought  he  had  reached  the  fummit  of  his 
defires ;  but  the  love  of  moderation  could 
not  be  numbered  in  the  lift  of  his  virtues. 

His  fyftem  of  aggrandizement  was  drawn 
out  on  the  commencement  of  the  new  reign. 
All  perfons  formidable  either  by  their  birth 
or  talents,  and  whofe  ftations  protefled  them 
from  his  open  attacks,  he  fought  to  ftrip  of 
•  all  honour  and  truft  *,  wbilft  none  efcaped  his 

•  Laconibe5p.5S. 

T4  (an- 
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fjinguioary  rage  who  obftru^pd  tb^t  ruliQ^ 
pafliQii  of  his  foul^  ambition,  for  l^e  graU* 
fication  of  which  he  fpurned  all  reftraiots 
which  a  fenfe  of  hopour  or  defir?  of  fame 
fhould  impofe  ^  A^iong  the  objqd.^  of  his 
hatred,  the  infant  Demetrius  was  the  firft 
tQ  experience  his  perf<jcution.  Th,e  late  Czax 
had  defllned  the  city  of  UgUtz  for  his  ap- 
paqage;  but  it  was  remote  frip^  J^is  in*^ 
teation  to  have  him  confined  to  that  pUce^ 
Goudonouf  immediately  perceived  that  the 
prince's  departure  from  l^ofcow  muft  be 
baftened,  or  his  projeds  would  b^com^  abor- 
tive. He  fuffered  therefore  no  narrow  tern- 
porifirjg  expedients  of  policy  tp  weaken  or 
interfere  with  bis  views.  By  exciting  the 
fufpicions  of  the  defpicabl^  Fedpr  againft  that 
venerable  princefs  the  Czarina  his  (lepmother, 
he  contrived  to  remove  th?  young  prince 
from  her  prot^dioq,  and,  to  baffle  all  her  at- 
tempts of  revenge,  he  difperfed  her  kinfmen 
into  different  placea  of  es^ile,  under  a  charge 
of  treafon* 

»  "  Capable  de  tout  cnterprendre,  &  de  tout  exccutcr ; 
n'ayant  de  religion,  d'honncur  &  de  probitc  qu*autaBt  que 
fa  politique  Texigeoit  ;'*  are  the  juft  words  of  M.  de  Ro- 
cbelle  ia  his  character  of  Boris.  See  Le  Czar  Demetriusy 
Hiftoire  Mofcovite,  a  La  Haye,  171 6,  p.  5,  6.  If  this  wri- 
ter had  condefcended  more  frequently  to  confult  authentic 
teftimonies  in  the  relation  of  his  hiflory,  his  narrative  would 
have  been  executed  with  greater  fuccefs* 

Thus 
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Tl^us  the  darittg  mind  of  Goudoriouf  burft 
through  every  barrier  of  decency  and  huma- 
nily,  and  eiwJeavoured  to  iurmount  every  im- 
pediment that  oppQfed  his  fchemes.  Already 
pofTeiled  of  an  immenfc  fortune  *%  and  of  the 
higheft  (lation  that  a  fub^e£t  could  attain,  he 
employed  all  his  refouroes^  to  undernvine  that 
formidable  ftrufture  of  authority  which  iiir- 
rounded  Mftiflavflti^  Yurief,  and  Chouifki,  the 
two  former  of  whom  ftized  every  opportunity 
to  treat  this  favourite  with  a  ftudied  negled:.  1^^$. 
Thefe  miniilers,  whether  they  had  deteded  his 
intrigues,  or  whether  they  harboured  them- 
felves  any  defigns  inimical  to  the  peace  of  the 
ftatc,  fuccceded  in  bringing  over  a  large  party 
of  the  nobility  to  their  caufe ;  whilft  the  mer- 
cantile intereft  had  openly  attefted  their  at- 
tachment to  them,  and  the  affiflance  of  the 
army  was  reckoned  upon  with  confiderable 
confidence.  But  Goudonouf  foon  difcon- 
<erted  all  their  arrangements,  by  teaching 
Fedor  to  think,  that  they  were  fecretly  form- 
ing a  confpiracy  againft  his  power  and 
perfon ! ! 

"  Mr.  Tooke  fays  m  a  note,  that  he  pofleSbd  a  yearly 
mcorae  of  about  an  hundred  thoufand  rubles.     Hiftory  of  , 

RuflLi,  vol.  1.  p.  303.     When  it  is  recollcAed  that  the  ruble 
then  confiderabJy  exceeded  the  value  of  five  (hillings  Englifh*  . 
the  riches  of  Boris  mud  appear  refpe^abie  even  in  the  eyes 
of  modern  princes. 

**  Lc  Clcrc,  tptn.  ii.  p.  371. 

His 
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His  aifertions  had  the  defired  effed :  the 
prince  M(liflava{ki  was  arrefted^  compelled  to 
a^ume  the  habit  of  a  monk,  and  banifhtd 
to  the  monaftery  Bielozero.  Nikite  Yurief 
cfcaped  for  the  prefent  the  ferocious  cruelty 
of  Borisy  either  becaufe  he  durft  not  publicly 
opprefs  the  uncle  of  the  Czar,  or  becaufe  his 
perfon  was  fo  much  revered  by  the  people ; 
but  he  terminated  foon  afterwards  his  un-i 
happy  career^  not  without  the  fufpicion  of 
having  perifhed  either  by  the  hand  of  the 
executioner,  or  by  poifon.  The  chiefs  of 
other  illuftrious  families,  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
neded  with  this  fancied  confpiracy,  without 
the  form  of  a  trial,  were  (hut  up  in  the  dif- 
ferent dungeons  of  the  empire. 

1  he  fate  of  Chouifki  was  only  protraded, 
to  be  rendered  more  miferable.  This  prince 
had  been  led  to  believe  that  all  enmity  had 
ceafed  between  him  and  Boris,  by  the  mild 
expoftulations  of  the  metropolitan  Dionyfius, 
whereas  it  was  only  fmothered  for  a  while  to 
break  out  with  increafed  violence ;  for  if  he 
pretended  to  abjure  all  hatred  on  the  preffing 
remonitrances  of  the  prelate,  it  was  from  no 
other  reafon,  but  that  he  felt  himfelf  at  that 
time  overawed  by  the  firmnefs  and  ability  of 
Chouifki. 

But  the  condud  of  Chouifki  foon  put  an 
end  to  their  patched  up  friendihip.    In  a  con- 
vention 
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vent  ion  of  the  mal- contents,  it  was  propofed, 
and  approved  as  the  only  expedient  for 
weakening  the  power  of  Boris,  to  engage  the 
Czar  to  divorce  Irene,  who  had  as  yet  pro- 
duced no  fruit  of  their  union.  Chouifki  was 
the  author  of  this  advice,  whilft  many  per- 
fons,  remarkable  for  their  mildnefs  and  mo- 
deration, fupported  this  opinion,  from  its  teo^ 
dency  to  ftrengthen  the  tottering  bafis  of  the 
fiate ;  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  amiable 
metropolitan,  whofe  very  words  in  this  fpi- 
ritual  affair  were  almoft  confidered  as  infpired 
J)y  Heaven* 

To  counteraift  the  weight  of  fo  refpedable 
an  aflbciation,  required  the  moft  ftrenuous 
efforts  of  Qoris,  who  judicioufly  forefaw,  that 
this  wound  which  was  given  to  his  ambition 
inth  fuch  well-direded  force  by  the  hand  of 
Chouifki,  could  only  be  healed  and  revenged 
by  alienating  the  primate  from  their  caufe ; 
to  accomplifh  which,  he  expatiated,  with  a 
feeming  equanimity,  on  the  inconveniencies 
of  this  repudiation,  and  its  palpable  infringe* 
pient  on  the  Uw4  pf  th^  <:hurch.  He  alfo 
obferved,  that  no  other  circumftance  called 
for  the  ratification  of  an  a£t  fo  odious,  fince  an 
heir  of  the  crown  already  exifled  in  the  per<- 
fon  of  the  young  Demetrius,  who  gave  every 
promife  of  living  to  enjoy  his  honours*  Di« 
onyflus^  flruck  with  the  jufinefs  of  thefe  re- 

prefentations, 
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prefentations,  abandoned  this  confederacy, 
which  foon  dwindled  into  contempt,  when  no 
longer  fanflionefl  by  his  great  ecclefiaftical 
authority. 
1587.  The  fate  of  Chouifki  was  now  verging  to 
its  crifis :  his  laft  offence  had  extinguifhed  all 
marks  of  compundtion  in  the  breaft  of  Boris* 
One  of  the  domeftics  of  Chouilki,  charged  his 
mailer  with  treafon ;  an  accufalion  which 
would  have  been  generative  of  no  dangerous 
confcquences,  had  it  not  beea  carried  on 
under  the  contrivance  of  Boris.  Spme  mer- 
chants and  flaves  alfo  were  put  to  the  torture, 
in  hopes  of  extradling  from  their  fufFerings  a 
confeffion  of  the  guilt  of  their  protedor ;  but 
the  innocence  of  Chouifki  was  only  more 
clearly  eftablifltied  by  the  heroic  fortitude  with 
which  they  braved  the  malignity  of  Boris  in' 
their  patron's  c^iufe. 

Notwithflanding  his  crime  could  not  be 
proved,  yet  he  was  fent  into  exile.  Boris 
foon  afterwards  completed  his  revenge,  by 
difpatching  fome  of  his  minions  to  flrangle 
this  meritorious  nobleman  in  the  place  of  his 
retirement  '*. 

**  The  ignorance  or  humanity  of  Rochelle  inclines  him  to 
remove  the  three  counfellors  of  Fedor  to  diftant  provinces 
of  the  empire  with  the  rank  and  authority  of  governors. 
See  Le  Czar  Demetrius,  p.  7. 

Dionyfius 
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Dionyfius  himfelf  was  the  next  ikiHtied 
Yi<^im  of  the  implacable  Boris.  Touched 
with  the  melancholy  pofture  of  affairs,  jcalouU 
of  fame,  and  carelefs  of  fafety^  this  pontiff^  in 
conjundion  with  two  other  prelates  of  the 
fame  intrepid  fpirir,  addreffed  the  Czar  on 
the  conduct  of  his  brother-in-law,  and  at  the 
hazard  of  their  heads  they  intreated  him^  ia 
the  name  of  humanity,  to  reitrain  that  perfe-* 
cuting  fpirit  which  fhed  fo  much  innocent 
blood.  The  moment  Godounof  was  informed 
of  their  petition,  he  defired  Fedor,  over  whofe 
mind  and  perfon  he  had  acquired  aa  entire 
power^  to  ftrip  off  thofe  facred  robes  which 
they  had  fo  long  worn  with  becoming  fane-* 
tity ;  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  monks,  they 
were  (hut  op  in  different  monafterics ;  whilft 
the  people  could  only  deplore  the  fate  they 
were  unable  to  prevent. 

The  '*  bi(hop  of  Roftof,  named  Job,  wag 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  metropolitan^  he 
foon  afterwards  obtained  another  title,  whicbr 
the  Ruilians  for  a  long  time  regarded  with 
the  greateft  reverence.  The  patriarch  of  158a. 
Conftantinople  had  come  to  Mofcow  to  fo* 
Hcit  the  Czar's  aififtance  for  the  church,  and 
in  order  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  his  unider^ 

•'  Le  Clerc>  torn.  ii.  p.  371 

taking, 


s8f  HISTORY  OF  TWt 

taking,  he  reprefented  to  him,  that  the  chitfch^ 
in  the  days  of  her  profperity,  had  beea  g<v 
▼erned  by  thefe  five  leaders,  the  bilhop  of 
Rome  and  the  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  An<^ 
tiocb,  Conftantinople,  and  Jerufalem.  But 
as  the  Pope  had  lofX  his  rank  by  his  innumer-^ 
able  herefies,  and  the  Ruifian  people  were  fo 
aufpicious  to  the  intereft  of  the  gofpel,  he  pro- 
pofed  to  confecrate  the  metropolitan  in  quality 
of  patriarch*  To  this  offer  the  Czar  gave  hli 
confent. 

By  this  new  title*  their  divine  worfhip  was 
ftill  more  encumbered  by  a  variety  of  idle 
and  fuperflubus  forms,  which  made  the  Ruf* 
fians  ftill  greater  ftrangers  to  the  true  obje£k 
of  devotion,  the  oblation  of  the  heart.  From 
the  asra  that  Ruflia  had  this  ecclefiaftical  dig- 
nity conferred  upon  her,  may  be  dated  her 
feparation  from  the  patriarch  of  Conftanti-- 
nople  '*. 

But  thefe  tranfadions  which,  in  a  curfory 
view,  appear  fo  totally  unconneded  with  the 
fchemes  of  Boris,  will  be  found,  on  a  more 
clofe  examination,  to  have  arifen  from  them* 
The  advancement  of  the  bi(hop  of  Roftof  to 
the  feat  of  metropolitan  gave  him  ftrong: 
claims  to  his  gratitude  ;    whilfl  his  intended 

'*  See  King's  valuable  work  on  the  Cre«k  Church,  Londv 
>772>P-4a7- 

ufurpation 
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ufurpatton  ^ould  be  fhelcered  and  confirmed 
under  the  influence  and  facred  cbarader  of 
the  patriarch. 

To  crufh  his  infant  enemy  Demetrriis,  wha  iS9^ 
might  now  be  deemed  the  only  obftade  to 
his  ambition,  formed  the  next  oDniideration. 
That  deed  was  done  by  his  partizans.  But  we 
fhall  avoid  relating^  in  this  place,  the  death  of 
Demetrius,  as  it  iA:(o  intimately  blended  wicfar 
a  tranfadion  which  will  hereafter  merit  an 
inquiry  from  its  uncommon  features  of  no^ 
velty.  To  give  it  therefore  in  difmembered 
parts,  would  create  only  an  indiftindl  and 
fleeting  impreflion,  whereas  by  combining  ic 
in  one  ftrong  afllemblage,  the  clue  is  prefer ved^ 
and  a  warm  intereft  perhaps  excited  in  the 
mind  of  the  reader*  A  profufion  of  glaring 
and  detached  lights  thrown  into  a  pidure, 
ferve  more  to  deil^oy  than  to  heighten  the 
general  eficQ. 

Boris  might  now  imagine,  with  fome  de- 
gree of  probability,  that  the  tide  of  his  pro- 
fperity  would  flow  on  in  the  moft  uninter* 
rupted  courfe.  But  Fortune,  as  if  fhe  took 
a  pleafure  always  to  torment  him  when  he 
was  neareft  to  the  accomplifliment  of  his 
wiihes,  raifed  up  another  obftacle  to  his  am- 
bition. The  Czarina,  after  her  long  barren-  i59** 
nefs,  was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  who  re^ 
ceived  the  name  of  Theodofia.     The  Czar,  in 

the 
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the  tftinfpoits  of  fais  happiheft,  for  To  oh'* 
expeded  an  event,  liberated  many  prifonersr 
vrho  had  been  condemned  to  death,  dfftri-^ 
buted  faandfooie  prefents  to  the  feveral  mo- 
naftcries,  and  tranfmhted  a)nfideTaWe  fums 
even  to  Paleilinc,  to  obtain  the  prayers  of  the 
pious  throughout  the  Holy  Land,  for  the 
health  of  the  y  oUng  princefs*  This  great  joy 
was  however  fallowed  by  the  moft  profound 

«S93.  forrow,  Theodolia  died  in  the  firft  year  of 
her  age.  Could  (be  live  when  her  life  was 
unavoidablej  as  each  moment  of  hit  life  fo 
ftrongly  claihed  with  the  interefts  of  her 
uncle ''• 

Fedor    n6w  only   oppofed   his    ambition. 
His  death  happened  about  the  feventh  Ja-* 

1598.  nuiry,  but  whether*  it  was  accelerated  bf  the 
ordinary  courfc  of  nature,  or  by  the  more  cul- 
pable meant  of  force,  is  impoifible  to  dif-* 
cover  '*. 

"  "  Pouvah-elle  ^ivre/'  inquires  the  obferying  and  ja- 
dicions  Levefque,  "  lorfque'la  dutce  de  fes  jours  etait  cou- 
traire  au  defleins  dc  Godoonof." 

»*  Mr.  Williams^  who  is  too  apt  to  tranf^refs  the  bounds 
of  hidorical  truth  to  gratify  his  prejudice^  without  the  lead 
hcAtation  accufes  Boris  of  poifoning  Feddr,  p.  52.  An  hifl 
torian  however  who  treats  bij  fabjedl  with  'faiore  txnpartialit/ 
obfervesf  '*  That  it  is  more  than  conje^ural  that  his  end 
was  haftened  by  the  impatience  of  Boris  and  the  violence  of 
a  fccrfet  poifon.**  Ruffi«irt  Impaftor,  p.  9.'  The  authority  of 
L«Tefque»  Le  Clerc,  and  Coxe>  gtves-  h^^erer  a  contrary 
veight  lO'this  affertion. 

In 
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In  Fedor  expired  the  laft  fovereign  of  the 
houfe  of  Rurik*  Of  all  men  he  feems  to 
have  been  the  lead  fitted  to  prefide  over 
n  turbulent  and  ^warlike  people.  He  neither 
pofleiTed  couraget  vigour,  induftry,  pene^ 
Iration,  nor  enterprize  '^  Incapable  of  curb- 
ing the  liccntioufnefs  of  his  nobles  with  a 
ftrong  hand,  he  was  forced  to  put  the  go« 
vernment  into  tlieir  hands ;  by  which  means^ 
both  he  and  his  people  became  an  eafy 
prey  to  their  rapacioufnefs  and  ambition ; 
nor  was  this  weaknefs  of  difpofition  alleviated 
by  the  innocence  of  his  intentions.  After 
a  reign  of  about  eleven  years  in  which  his  159S. 
indolence,  levity,  and  ficklenefs,  had  prepared 
the  way  for  a  feries  of  public  difordcrs,  he 
died  as  he  lived,  without  notice  and  without 
cfteem  '\ 


■7  it  Fedor  mourut,"  obferves  the  fcnfiblc  Lc  Clerc, 
torn.  ii.  p.  3739  **  en  1598,  apres  avoir  vegM  pendant  ii  ans 
dans  le  trone.'' 

'■  Read  in  the  Univerfal  Hift.  vol.  xxxv.  p.  273,  274.  and 
rcjedk  the  ridiculous  account  of  the  elevation  of  Boris  to  the 
vacant  throne*  and  in  the  fame  page  reconcile,  if  po(Iible» 
this  fentence  with  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  authentic 
hiftorians : — •*  Theodore  died,  after  a  reign  of  twelve  years, 
not  without  fufpicion  of  his  having  been  poifoned  by  his 
brother-in-law.  The  Czarina  feeme J fo  fenfihle  of  thiif  tbaijhe 
Jirangly  reproached  her  brother  Boris  Goudenow  tvith  the  murder 
9/ her  hujband  and  would  never ^ak  to  Um  afier'tuardi.'* 


U  N« 
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'  No  fooner  had  the  funeral  rites  of  the 
prince  been  performed,  than  the  Czarina  con- 
voked the  patriarch,  the  chief  members  of  the 
clergy,  and  mod  of  the  nobility.  In  a  fpeech 
of  artlefs  brevity  ftie  declared  to  them  that 
the  Czar  on  his  death-bed,  had  commanded 
her  to  renounce  the  world,  and  in  the  folitude 
of  a  mortaftery,  confecrate  her  days  to  God. 
At  this  voluntary  refignation  of  her  power,* 
with  one  voice,  they  intreated  her  to  accept 
the  government,  although  Ruffia  had  acknow- 
ledged no  feminine  fway  for  the  fpace  of 
feven  hundred  .years,  except  in  the  minority 
of  their  fons. 

Their  felicitations  were  however  difre- 
garded ;  (he  retired  to  a  convent  in  Mofcow, 
on  the  fixteenth  of  January,  and  there  took 
the  habit  under  the  name  of  Alexandra. 
How  rarely  does  the  fcroll  of  hiftory  pro- 
duce fo  ftriking  an  example  of  female  mode- 
ration !  Boris  accompanied  his  filler  under 
the  plaufible  pretext  of  helping  her  to  fecure 
the  tramquillity  of  the  ftate,  until  her  fucceffor 
was  appointed  \ 

By 

■  Levcfque,  torn.  iii.  p.  230—234. 

*  See  Ruffian  Irapoftor,  p,  9, 10. 

3 ««  Et  pour  mieux  couvrir  fon  jcu,  il  s'cnferma  dans 

un  convent,— pendant  qu'il  faifoit  preffer  fon  election  par 
jqudques  uns  de  fes  amis  a  rinftante  fupplication,  defqueli 

U 
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V 

By  the  death  of  the  laft  Czar  the  reigning 
branch  became  extin£t^;  but  ahhough  the 
cruelty  of  Ivan  and  of  Boris,  had  fwept  away 
fo  many  great  families,  yet  the  blood  of  Rurik 
was  ftill  remotely  preferved  through  all  the 
ftorms  of  the  ancient  dynafty.  There  ftill  re- 
mained many  princes-derived  from  the  ftock  of 
that  venerable  houfe ;  whofe  claims  therefore 
in  this  approaching  eleftion  would  have  been 
inconteftible,  had  the  people  been  unwilling  to 
deviate  from  the  order  of  a  regular  heredi^ 
tary  fucceffion.  Yet  their  rights,  far  from 
being  difcufled  with  the  domineering  tone  of 
precedency,  at  this  critical  jundure  of  af- 
fairs, were  mingled  without  diftindion  in 
the  numerous  roll  of  candidates  who  ftarfed 
for  the  imperial  prize.  Thus  Boris  pof- 
feflfed  too  ftrong  an  intereft  among  the  nobles 
and  the  people  to  fufpedt  his  hopes  would  be 
fruftrated  in  the  affembly  which  difpofed  of 
the  crown. 

With  difcrcet  filence  he  therefore  awaited 
the  event  in  the  monaftery  with  his  fiften  To 
the  palace  of  the  patriarch,  (whofe  fpiritual  do- 


il  fit  femblant  de  fe  laifler  vaincre,  ct  d'acceptcr  la  cou- 
ronne  j"  is  the  dccifive  fentence  of  that  curious  and  inteU 
ligent  traveller  Adan  Olearius.     Sec  Voyage  en  Mofcovie, 
tom.  i.  liv.  iii.  p*  264. 
^  Le  CJerc,  tom.  ii.  p.  45s. 


U  a  minion. 
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minion^  by  the  aid  of  fuperftition  and  her  ge- 
nmne  offspring,  credulity,  was  now  fo  extea- 
iive  over  the  minds  and  fentiments  of  men^) 
the  clergy,  the  nobility,  and  citizens  of  the  dif- 
ferent towns  repaired  for  the  eledion  of  a 
fovereign  j  it  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  that 
by  the  exertions  of  the  patriarch  the  wifhes 
of  Godounof  were  gratified. 

No  fooner  had  the  people  been  informed 
that  Boris  was  the  fuccefsful  candidate,  than 
they  ran  in  great  crowds  to  the  monafteryt 
where  he  was  (hut  up  with  his  fifter  in  clofe 
conference ;  the  doors  were  broken  open  with 
refpedful  violence ;  and  with '  loud  accla- 
mationB  he  wa^  congratulated  on ,  his  ho- 
nours i  for  his  political  knowledge,  his  muni* 
ficeiure,  his  judicious  mixture  of  rigour  and 
mildnefs,  his  indefatigable  application  to  bu- 
finefs,  asKl  his  impartial  adminiftration  9f 
juftice*,  (where  his  own  intercft  did  not  in- 
terfere,) 


*  See  A  brief  hiftoncal  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  RuiEa, 

*  The  following*  example  may  be  produced  of  the  feverity 
of  his  juftice.  **  The  chancellor  of  the  province  of  Rezan 
having  been  tempted  by  the  bribe  of  one  hundred  rubles 
(fifty  pounds)  unjuftly  to  decree  a  poor  widow's  land  of  in- 
heritance  from  her,  the  inflexible  Czar,  on  the  proof  of  the 
faft,  comm..nded  the  degraded  chancellor  to  carry  a  bag  of 
money  upon  his  neck  to  the  fame  amount,  and  tQ  be  whip* 
ped  by.  the  common  hangma.n  from  the  great  chaxKery 
•iiice  to  the  market  placc»  and  back  to  the  fame  place.  And 

not 
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terfere,)  procured  from  the  people,  who  were 
ignorant  of  his  crimes,  a  large  portion  of  their 
efteem  and  afiedion.  But  Boris  had  the 
liypocrify  to  refufe  that  rank  which  he  had 
ibught  by  fo  much  blood  and  labour;  de« 
manded  that  they  ihould  proceed  to  a  new 
eledidn,  and  declared  his  refolution  of  taking 
the  monadic  habit. 

On  this  refufal  they  convened  a  frefli  meet- 
ing for  another  eledion ;  but  meafures  were 
fo  well  concerted  by  his  numerous  partizant, 
that  he  was  again  chofen  to  hold  the  reins 
of  government.  After  the  iecond  appoint- 
ment of  Boris,  the  patriarch,  preceded  by 
the  clergy,  who  carried  the  crofs  and  images,* 
and  followed  by  the  whole  body  of  eledors, 
prefented  themielves  to  the  Czarina.  By 
their  urgent  importunities  they  .  prevailed 
on  the  princefs  to  engage'  her  brother 
to  afcend  the  throne.     Boris  therefore,  after 


not  content  with  this  poniflunent,  he  ordered  the  money 
there  to  be  melted  and  poured  down  his  throat ;  all  which»*' 
fays  the  writer,  (perhaps  an  eye  witnefs  of  the  diftreffing 
fcene,)  ''was. done  accordingly."  See  A  brief  hiftorical 
Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruffia»  p.  ii»  12.  However 
every  friend  to  humanity  may  confider  the  offence  ex- 
ceeded by  the  penalty,  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  this 
extraordinary  rigour  had  the  defired  effe£^  of  making  him 
Tery  formidable  to  the  guilty. 


W 
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the  appearance  of  a  decent  refiftance  ^  was 
perfuaded  to  yield  hicnfelf  up  to  the  ardent 
defire  of  the  nation. 

But  the  preparations  for  his  coronation 
were  interrupted  by  the  alarming  intelligence 
that  the  Krimean  Khan  was  preparing  to  fall 
on  Ruilia,  fupplied  with  feven  thoufand  ja- 
nifTaries  by  the  Ottoman  court ;  and  the  firft 
z€t  of  Boris,  when  he  flood  acknowtedged  as 
the  fole  mafter  of  Ruffia,  evinces  his  ftrong 
deiire  to  be  equally  diftinguiihed  as  a  (latef- 
man  and  warrior..  Of  too  wife  and  martial 
a  fpirit  to  idle  away  his  time  in  abfurd  pomp, 
when  the  Tatars  threatened  his  empire,  he 
proceeded  to  Serpouklof  (the  place  of  rendez- 
vous for  the  whole  army),  eager  to  teftify 
againfl  thofe  conflant  difturbers  of  Ruilia, 
his  zeal  for  his  own  glory,  and  the  general 
fafety.  Inftead,  however,  of  beholding  the 
rapidity  of  the  Khan's  warlike  movements, 
he  was  met  only  by  his  peaceful  deputies; 
compelled  to  fheathe  his  fword  by  their  fub- 
miifive  behaviour,  he  formed  the  plan  of  im- 
preffing  thefe  barbarians  with  reverence  for 
his  perfon,  by  difplaying  with  oftcntation  the 
greatnefs  and  difcipline  of  Ruflia. 

^  Sec  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  305,  306.  Ruffian  Impoftor.p.  12. 
*«  Apres  quclqucs  refus  6tudicz,  il  fe  rendit  a  leur  pricres." 
Kocheile^  p.  14.    See  likewife  Lacombe,  p.  60% 

His 
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.  His  immenfe  armyi  amounting  to  five  hun-« 
dred  thoufand  men  \  whofe  horfes,  armour, 
clothing,  and  weapons,  had  been  provided 
vrith  the  greateft  care,  Hill  occupied  a  plain 
on  the  banks  of  the  Oka.  When  thefe  Tatar 
envoys  had  advanced  within  feven  verlls  of 
the  camp  they  were  commanded  to  })alt ;  the 
whole  night  preceding  their  audience,  the 
cannon  kept  up  an  inceflant  fire.  At  the 
break  of  day,  the  troops  were  under  arms 
from  the  quarters  of  the  Czar  to  the  tents 
of  the  deputies.  The  cavalry  was  pofted 
behind  the  infantry,  which  formed  a  line 
on  each  fide  of  the  road.  The  Tatars,  awe^ 
ftruck  at  foch  martial  pomp^  could  with 
difficulty  find  their  voices,  when  admitted 
into  the  royal  prefelice;  and  the  Czar  en- 
joyed the  terror  this  fpe^tacle  had  infpired« 
This  politic  difplay  of  the  ilrength  of  his 
empire  produced  the  defired  ^ffed.  The 
Tatars,  penetrated  with  fear,  no  more  dared 
to  make  their  tranfient  though  deadly  in- 
roads into  the  centre  of  Ruffia.  After 
giving  an  immenfe  donative,  and  general 
entertainment  to  the  army,  he  repaired  to 
Mofcow,  where  he  was  received  by  the  peo- 
ple as  a  conqueror  who  had  already  eSedled 
their  deliverance. 

*  Margaret,  p*  8. 

U4  On 
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1599.  Oa  the  day  of  his  inauguratioo,  whidi  was 
celebrated  with  all  imaginable  fplendour^ 
with  a  loud  voice  he  invoked  the  Almighty 
Father  during  ma^8,^  to  witnefs  that,  during 
hift  reign,  none  of  his  fubjedls  (hould  languiih 
in  want ;  and  juftly  fenfible  how  much  rude 
imaginations  are  afFedted  by  forcible  figns,  he 
rent  afunder  his  £birt  and  cried  out  he  was 
ready  to  relinquifh  all  his  poiTeffions,  to  the 
necdfities  of  the  unfortunate.  It  is  not 
equally  afcertained,  whether  the  fame  impious 
hypocrify  impelled  him  to  make  the  vow  of 
abolifliing  all  capiul  puni(hments ;  for  dur- 
ing the  fubfequent  part  of  his  reign,  in  fecret 
only  was  death  adminiftered  to  his  boyars 
•    and  people  *^ 

The  vices  and  crimes  moft  oppofite  to  true 
piety  have  been  frequently  tinged  with  the 
(hades  of  fuperftition.  In  his  fanatic  zeal  he 
fquandered  away  immenfe  fums  on  churches, 
enriched  the  monafteries,  and  undertook  fre- 
quent pilgrimages.  A  fantaftic  and  durable 
monument  of  his  devotion  is  a  "  bell  which 

he 

*  Lercfques  torn.  iii.  p.  t$$ — »38«  Le  Clerc^  fom.  ii. 
p.  462. 

■•  See  Margerety  p,  35. 

"  Fifty  ment  according  to  the  evidence  of  an  accurate 
traveller*  might  ftand  within  this  famous  bell  of  Boris.  See 
Carlifle  Embafly,  p.  i)8.  The  Emprefs  Anne,  however^ 
edipfed  the  piety  of  Boris,  by  calling  a  bell  of  the  unparaN 

leled 
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he  caft  of  the  enormous  weight  of  two  hun-  * 
dred  and  eighty^ght  thoufand  pounds ;  and 
which  18  ftill  we  believe  to  be  feen  and  ad- 
mired in  a  tower  of  the  Kremlin.  Ten  years 
before  he  had  come  to  the  throne,  his  only 
fon  '^  being  attack^  by  a  dangerous  illnefs, 
was  forced  by  his  pofitive  commands  to  drink 
cold  holy  water,  and  to  be  tranfported  naked 
into  the  church,  to  their  faint  Bafil,  when  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon  foon  put  a  period  to  his 
life.  This  fad  proves  that  he  was  really 
bewildered  in  all  the  mazes  of  abfurd  and 
odious  fuperftition,  or  that  he  had  the  auda* 
cious  irreverence  to  ufe  the  Chriftian  religion 
as  the  engine  of  political  tyranny  and  popular 
delufion. 

Yet  every, reader,  whofe  mind  glows  with 
the  lov«  of  learning,  and  whofe  humanity 
deplores  the  horrors  of  barbarifm,  mufl  ap- 
plaud the  zealous  exertions  of  Boris  to  difpel 
that  imelledual  gloom  which  hung  over 
his  nation.  His  "  laudable  defire  of  emula- 
ting the  enlightened  projeds  of  Ivan  IV. 
led  him  to  invite,  from  Germany  and  Eng- 


leled  weight  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thoufand  pounds. 
Sec  Coxe,  M  fupra^  vol.  i.  p.  322.  The  reader  may  fee  a 
defcription  and  engraving  of  this  famous  bell  in  Hanway's 
Travels. 

'*  See  Fletcher,  p.  105. 

*'  Levefqae,  torn*  iii.  p.  239,  240* 

land, 
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land,  mathematicians,  officers,  phyficians,  and 
apothecaries  '\  and  to  grant  them  permiffion 

to 

'*  How  clofe  the  intimacy  was  between  England  and 
Ruflia  in  the  reign  of  Boris,  may  be  feen  in  the  following 
curious  letter  pf  thanks  which  that  monarch  wrote  to  Eliz- 
abeth^ for  her  offer  of  fending  him  over  a  young  lady  to 
match  with  fome  of  his  family. 

^Cotton  MS.  Nero-B.xi. 

*•  Through  the  tender  mcrcyc  of  God,  whereby  the  daie 
fpring  from  on  high  doth  guyde  our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace,  the  God  in  triniti6  ^e  pratfe  for  his  mercie. 

♦'  From  the  great  Lo.  King,  and  Great  Duke  Burrys 
Pherlorow^Sof  all  Ru(£a  only  upholder,  of  Volodemic,  Mof- 
co,  Novogorode,  King  of  Cazan,  Aftrachan,  Lord  of  Volfico, 
and  Great  Duke  of  Smolenfko,  Otver,  Ughery,  Perme, 
Veatikey,  Bolgarie,  and  other  regions,  Great  Duke  alfo  of 
Novogorod  in  the  lowe  countries,  Cherniico,  Razan,  Pelot- 
fkOf  RoftoTcfky,  VearoflauLey,  Bclqzera,  and  jiU  Leyuffland, 
of  IWorfkey,  Coudin{ke>  and  commander  of  all  the  contrie 
of  Syheria>  and  of  the  north  part,  and  Lord  over  the  con- 
tries  of  Verikey,  Grumiikey,  and  King  ov»  the  contrey  of 
Kabordinfkey,  Cherkafke,  Duke  over  the  contrey  of  Igor- 
ikey,  and  ruler  over  many  other  kingdoms  and  dominions, 
our  deare  Sc  loving  fitter,  greeting. 

*'  To  the  right  high  and  worthie  Prince,  our  deare  and 
loving  filter  Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Ireland,  and  of  many  otiier  contrics. 

**^  Your  ma*%  our  loving  fiftcr,  hath  fent  unto  us  yo*"  prince- 
ly and  kynde  I'les,  profeffing  yo*^  fideriy  love  and  affeflion 
towards  us,  w**  we  have  diligently  pti  ufed  and  read,  &  doc 
mod  kyndlie  conceave  therof. 

"  And  concerning  y*  argum*  of  your  princely  Ir's,  it 
cannot  but  geve  us  an  extraordy  contentm*  wee  finding 
therein  your  Ma^"  love  and  aiFedlion  towards  us  and  C 
children,  carefully  endeyoring  the  matching  and  beftowinge 
of  them  in  your  owne  lyne  and  race ;  by  which  yo^  letters 

your 
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to  exercife  their  own  religious  wor£bip  ;  alfo 
fenfible  that  the  fyftem  of  foreigo  education 

would 


your  highnes  made  knowne  unto  us,  that  amongft  others 
you  have  made  choife  of  a  young  Ladie,  being  a  pure  may- 
den,  nobly  defcended  by  father  8c  mother,  adorned  with 
graces  &  extraordinary  guifts  of  nature,  about  %i  ycres  of 
age,  of  whom  you  make  an  offer  unto  lis,  that  yf  it  be  the 
plcafure  of  God  to  encline  y*  hartes  of  the  twoe  yonge 
coople  to  like  one  of  the  6ther»  all  circumiiances  (hall  be  ac- 
commodated on  yo""  p^rt,  and  that  your  princely  defire  is  to 
knitt  more  and  more,  if  it  can  bee,  the  mutual  bonds  of 
friendihip  as  that  no  pra<flize  of  others  envie  fhould  have 
power  to  weaken  or  blemylh  the  fame. 

*'  Of  w**  ladie  and  others  yo'  Ma*'*  intended  to  fend  and 
rep'fent  unto  us  as  many  livelie  images »  as  abfence  could  af- 
ford, by  a  gentleman  well  qualified,  &  well  trufted  by  you, 
who  fhould  frely  &  p'ticulerly  deal  w^  us,  in  all  things  nece(^ 
fary  for  an  affaire  of  this  importance,  wifhing  us  to  fufpend 
from  embracing  any  oth'  courfe  in  y'  kinde,  till  we  have 
heard  what  yo**  EmbafFador  (whom  you  purpofe  to  fende) 
could  faie  in  the  matter.  But  yo'  Ma'*  hath  y'rein  not  p'ti- 
culerly  written  unto  us  (of  that  wourthie  ladie)  what  (he 
is :  wheth'  (bee  be  of  yo^  Highnes  blood,  difcended  of  your 
Royall  race,  by  yo'  father  or  mother,  or  from  fome  other 
Archduke  or  Duke  ;  whereof  we  are  defirous  to  be  refolved» 
upon  confideration  of  w***  yo'  Ma*'***  moft  kynde  Ires,  wee 
Great  Kinge  &  Great  Duke  Burris  Phederowich  of  all  Rui^ 
fia  doe  acknowledg  our  felf  much  beholding  unto  you,  that 
you  0'  loveing  fill'  are  pleafed  to  make  unto  us  fo  loving  and 
free  an  offer,  in  this  kynde,  wherin  il  cannot  be  unknowne 
unto  your  Majeflie  that  wee  have  byn  moved  and  formerly 
dealt  with  all  by  divers  other  great  princes,  who  have  fent 
unto  us  with  carne(l  entreatie  to  match  with  our  children ; 
and  in  refpedl  of  our  conceipt  of  your  Majeftie's  good 
affedion  towards  us,  we  doe  rather  and  more  wiUingly  en- 
dyne 
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would  corrcA  and  improve  that  illiberal  and 
ailftere  temper  which  charaderized  his  fub- 
jeds,  and  enlarge  the  circiimfcribed  fphere  of 
their  knowledge*  he  difpatched  fixteen  youths 
of  noble  origin  on  their  travels,  to  open  their 
minds  to  the  arts,  and  fciences  of  civilized 
countries. 

Five  were  entrufted  to  the  magiftrate  of 
Lubec,  the  reft  fought  for  improvement  at 
the  court  of  Charles  the  ninth,  king  of  Swe- 
den. And  though  no  fire  of  original  genius 
illuminated  the  land  by  their  proficiency, 
yet  it  ferved  to  diffufe  the  fpirit  of  inquiry 
through  a  wider  extent,  which  by  degrees  led 
them  to  relilh  the  produdions  of  men  of 
abilities* 


dyne  to  your  princely  oflFer,  than  to  the  offer  of  any  other 
great  prince  whatfoever? 

•*  And  to  that  end,  our  defire  is,  that  you  our  loving  fifter 
would  be  pleafcd  before  you  doe  fend  your  Embaffadour,  to 
let  us  knowe  howe  this  Ladie  (purpofed  by  your  Majeftie  to 
be  offred  unto  us  in  maryage)  ftandeth  allied  to  your  Ma- 
jeftie, or  otherwife  from  what  Dulce  or  Archduke  flie  is  de- 
fccnded :  upon  notice  whereof,  we  (hall  apply  ourlelf  to  rc- 
folve  of  the  matter.  And,  in  the  miane  tymc  we  will  fuf- 
pendc  the  embracing  any  other  courfe  in  this  bufynes,  ex- 
pcding  with  all  expedition  to  be  fatisfied  fullie  by  your 
Majeftie  herein.  Written  in  our  princely  pallace  in  the 
cittie  of  Mofkoc,  in  the  yeare  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
world  711,  and  in  the  moneth  of  Aprille." 

At 
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At  the  clofe  of  this  century,  Boris  more 
ftrikingly  than  ever  difplayed  his  tafte  for 
public  magnificence,  under  the  perfuafion 
that  it  exalted  the  refpefl:  for  majefty  in  the 
eyes  of  a  rude  people.  The  occafion  was  «<5oo. 
the  vifit  of  the  brother  of  Chriftian  king  of 
Denmark,  who  from  political  motives  fought 
an  alliance  with  his  daughter  the  princefs 
Axenia.  But  the  Danifti  prince,  forty  days 
after  his  arrival,  fell  a  vidim  to  his  intem- 
perance at  a  fcftival  which  was  given  by  the 
Czar''. 

The  Ruffian  monarch  was  not  to  be  op- 
prefled  by  fuch  a  complication  of  misfortunes, 
partly  brought  on  by  events  which  no  human 
wifdom  could  forefee,  and  partly  by  a  fpirit  of 
ami'mofity  and  divifion,  as  in  the  end  fhortened 
his  days.  Soon  after  the  premature  end  of  that 
prince,  a  moft  dreadful  famine  vifited  the  ca- 
pital of  Ruffia.  During  the  fummer  '*  of  the 
firft  year  of  the  century,  rain  fell  in  great 
abundance,  and  the  ears  of  the  corn,  fwelled  by 
the  moifture  which  nourUhed  them,  gave  to 
the  labourer  the  pleafing  profpeS  of  a  rich  *^oi. 
harveft ;  but  an  unexpedted  froft  checked  the 
increafing  ripetiefs  of  the  grain.  This  por- 
tentous-evil  was  (lightly  regarded  by  the  giddy 
people,  who  faw  the  public  granaries  well 

■•  Sec  Margaret,  p.  34. 

*•  MvUer  apad  LeTcfque,  torn,  lii,  p.  i^jf  248. 

I  £lUd 
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filled  with  provifion  for  the  ^Hewing  winter; 
but  when  the  froft-ftruck  grain  which  they  fo 
abfurdly  employed  to  few  the  lands  yielded 
no  produce,  and  the  oats  which  they  had 
fown  in  the  fpring  to  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience rotted  in  the  ground ;  then  the  fcarcity 
became  infupportable,  then  reigned  the  mofl: 
1602.  dire  mortality.  Then  outrages  were  commit- 
ted that  cannot  be  related  without  paralyzing 
the  mind  with  horror.  In  the  madnefs  of 
hunger  and  defpair,  mothers  deftroyed  their 
infants.  In  the  face  of  day  one  woman,  to 
appeafe  the  cravings  of  hunger,  tore  with  her 
own  teeth  the  flefti  of  her  babe  which  flie 
keld  in  her  arms;  and  this  fruit  of  her  w6mb 
would  have  inevitably  been  devoured,  had  not 
the  people  plucked  it  from  her  inhuman  bo- 
fom.  Four  women  who  lodged  together,  for 
the  nouri(hment  of  their  flarved  bodies,  enticed 
a  peafant  into  their  room,  who  was  pafling 
with  a  load  of  wood  to  fell.  The  moment 
their  doors  were  clofed  they  mafTacred  him, 
killed  the  horfe  who  carried  the  wood,  and 
dragged  the  two  bodies  into  their  ice  cellar. 
Thefe  furies  being  brought  to  juftice,  de- 
clared, that  he  was  the  third  man''  who 
had  been  facrificed  to  their  phrended  appe- 
tites. 

*'  Margcret,  p.  33,  34, 

This 
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This  unforefeen  calamity  Boris  laboured  to 
remedy,  by  daily  diftributing  feveral  thou- 
fand  rubles  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  poor 
of  Mofcow,  and  by  compelling  the  nobles 
and  bifhops  who  had  a  fuperfluity  of  corn, 
to  difpofe  of  it  to  him  in  this  time  of  want 
for  half  its  value^  that  he  might  circulate 
it  gratuitoufly  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  of  his 
people  ■*.  *•  To  prolong  this  fcene  of  mifery 
and  diftrefs,  where  daily  were  feen  old  men^ 
women,  and  children,  ftretching  out  their 
hands  in  fpeechlefs  agony  for  fuftenance,  and 
expiring  in  the  afl: ;  where  the  rites  of  fepul- 
ture  were  negleded,  from  the  multitude  of 
dead  bodies  which  covered  the  ftreets ;  a* 
band  of  robbers,  ihfefted  openly,  and  with 
impunity,  the  highways  to  Mofcow.  Sta- 
tioned at  difFerent  quarters,  they  cut  off  all 
communications  with  the  differpnt  parts  of  the 
ftate,  and  fpread  an  univerfal  alarm  through 
the  city.  Their  courage  was  effectually  figna- 
lized  by  a  vidory  over  the  troops  that  were 
fent  to  extirpate  them;  and  before  proper 
meafures  were  taken  to  defeat  them,   they 

*•  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  307.— Margeretobferves,whofe  writ- 
ings betray  no  remarkable  eflecm  for  the  chara«5lerof  Boris; 
*'  La  fommeque  I'Empercur  Boris  difbourfa  pour  ccs  pnu- 
vres  eft  incroyable." 

'•  Lcvefquc,  torn.  ili.  p.  251. 

gave 
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gave  many  fatal  proofs  of  their  prowefsand 
cruelty* 

When  the  court  received  the  intelligence 
of  their  hymiliating  lofs,  a  Voyevode  imme- 
diately  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
and  veteran  army.  The  incendiaries,  flu(hed 
with  fucce£%  and  ftrong  in  refources,  were 
not  in  the  lead  difmayed  by  his  approach. 
Their  chief,  named  Khiopko,  was  well  fitted 
to  lead  on  a  fet  of  defperate  ruffians.  The 
field  of  adtion  was  his  pride  ;  ftern,  adive, 
and  unforgiving,  free  from  all  reftraints 
of  humanity  and  juftice,  and  never  fo  much 
pleafed  as  when  employed  in  a£ts  of  rapine 
and  cruelty.  After  arranging  his  men  in 
military  order,  with  impetuous  violence  he 
charged  the  enemy,  and  killed  in  the  firfl 
attack  the  lieutenant  of  the  Czan  Stung  with 
fhame,  grief,  and  indignation  at  the  death  of 
their  general, 'the  foldiers  of  Boris  renewed 
the  fight  with  hearts  burning  for  revenge. 
Roufed  by  this  laft  difgrace,  they  added  rage 
to  bravery,  and  bore  down  all  before  them. 
The  freebooters  fought  like  men  who  had 
been  inured  to  enterprife  and  trained  to  war  **. 

***  Le  Clerc  imprefles  us  with  no  mean  opinion  of  the  mi- 
litary talents  of  Khlopko,  when  he  fays,  the  troops  which 
Boris  fent  againft  him  were  beaten  in  different  engagements 
"  quolqu'  elles  fuflent  commandees  par  des  hommes  aguerris^ 
Ruffes,  Alleraands,  Polonois,  Livoniens  j"  tom.  ii.  p.  464. 

The 
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The  fuccefs  of  the  royal  troops  was  not  deci- 
five  until  the  greateft  part  of  their  antagonifts 
were  flaughtered,  Khlopko  alone  was  found 
lying  among  heaps  of  flain^  overpowered  by 
the  lofs  of  blood,  and  by  the  fatigue  of  his 
uncommon  lexertioDs.  The  few  of  his  ac* 
complices  who^  furvived  this  a^flion,  in  their 
retreat  to  little  Ruffia,  were,  in  the  end,  taken 
and  punifhed  for  their  crimes  *\  Such  was 
the  fate  of  this  furious  banditti,  and  fo  favour- 
able is  the  reign  ,of  an  ufurper  to  plunder 
and  rebellion. 

The  provifipns  to  the  capital  being  no 
longer  intercepted  by  this  bold  adventure  of 
Khlopko,  the  injuries  of  this  long  and  general 
famine  were  gradually  repaired,  and  it  was 
evident  the  policy  of  Boris  wifhed  to  avoid 
the  renewal  of  fuch  a  terrible  fcarcity,  by  his 
endeavours  to  revive  the  commercial  inter- 
courfe  which  had  formerly  exifted  between 
the  Hanfeatic  Towns  and  Ruflia.  It  has 
been  afTerted  that  upwards  of  fix  thoufand 
lives  "  were  loft,  in  the  city  of  Mofcow  alone^ 
its  population  being  fo  confiderably  aug- 
mented by  the  people,  Who  poured  in  from 


*'  Lcvcfque,  tom.iii.  p.  252- 

^*  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  464, 465« 


all 
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all  parts  to  th^  capital,  under  the  full  ex- 
f^edaCton  of  finding  immediate  relief;  cor 
Mrere  his  meafures  lefs  judicious  to  prevent 
a  band  of  ruffians  again  crouding  to  the 
fiandard  of  rapine  to  fpread  mifery  and  dc- 
ftrudion  in  the  heart  of  the  empire. 

In  order  to  guard  againft  the  repetition  of 
this  laft  evii,  and  iikewife  to  imprefs  on  the 
roinds  of  his  reAiefs  neighbours  the  habits  of 
peace  and  the  fentiments  of  Teneration  for 
his  perron,  the  politic  Boris  attached  to  his 
1603.  fervice  a  confiderable  number  of  Lithuanian*^ 
Polifliy  and  German  officera,  under  \17hofe 
aulpices  the  fcieoce  of  taftica  was  introduced 
to  the  RufTian  army.  The  fplendour  of  their 
uniformSf  made  after  the  falhion  of  their  own 
country,  and  ihe  pride  he  took  in  difplaying 
theoi  to  the  ambaffadors  of  European  princes, 
evince  their  ample  poflfeflion  of  royal  favour. 
With  the  fame  intention  to  procure  internal 
quiet^  he  furrounded  Smolenik  with  a  wall  of 
(lone,  as  a  place  of  ihelter  againft  the  attacks 
of  the  Poles,  and  ere^ed  a  town  and  fortrefs, 
which  was  called  BorilTova,  after  the  name  of 
its  founder,  to  fervie  as  a  bulwark  againft  the 
Tatars  and  Circafiians  *\ 

•'  Lcv^fquc,  torn.  iii.  p.  154, 
**  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  465. 
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But  the  peace  and  fecurity  enjoyed  from 
thefe  means  were  fuUied  by  his  private  malice 
and  public  oppreffion ;    always  the  flave  of 
jealoufy  and  diftruft,  he  efteemed  it  his  duty 
to  follow  the  flighted  offence  to  his  perfon 
and  government  with  death,     Thofe  families 
who  were  odious  from  their  virtues,  or  for- 
midable from  their  power,  were  embroiled  by 
his  bafe  contrivances  in  difputes,  whi^h  gener- 
ally led  to  ^heir  mutual  deftrudion.     When 
bis  artifices  failed  to  involve  them  in  difcord, 
a  hive  **  of  informers,  fupported  by  his  cri- 
minal bounty,  became  their  accufers.     When 
once  thefe  harpies  had  made  their  report,  vain 
were  all  ideas  of  acquittal,  though  the  proofs 
of  innocence  appeared  in  the  moil  unqueftion- 
able  ihape.      **A  fervant  of  the   prince   of 
Cheftounof  gave  the  firft  example  of  thefe 
infamous  denunciations*     Promotion  to  the 
rank  of  an  infant  boyar,    and    a  confider- 
able  eftate,   were  the  rewards  of  this  mif- 
creant. 

When  guilt  can  plunder  with  impunity, 
and  walk  the  ftreets  adorned  with  marks  of 
regal  favour,  her  prpfelytes  are  innumer- 
able.    So  rapid  was  the  contagion  of  this 

*»  Sec  Williams's  Ruffia,  p.  55. 
**  Lcvefqac,  torn.  iii.  p.  255. 

X  2    '  difeale. 
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difeafey  that  it  became  at  laft  the  cuftom  for 
the  fervants  of  houfes  to  meet  at  appointed 
places^  and  there  to  fettle  the  wages  of  their 
iniquity,  and  the  next  vidim  of  their  accu- 
fation,  with  as  much  method  and    compo- 
fure,  as  if  it  had  conftituted  a  part  only  of 
their  domeftic  duty.     Never  were  thefe  ac- 
cufations  reje£ted  *' ;  never  did  mercy  fuggeft 
a  doubt  to  ranfom  the  groans  of  defpair: 
and  if  the  wronged  mafter  had  the  audacity 
to  demand  the  evidence  of  his   other   do- 
meftics,  like  criminals  they  were  put  to  the 
torture  until  they  confirmed  the  flanderous 
declaration,  or  elfe  their  fidelity  proved  their 
"deftrudion.  Now  tyranny  expofed  its  fhame- 
lefs  front,  whilft  fubtility  pafled  for  wifdom, 
impunity  for  virtue.     Now  came  the   time 
when  it  was  dangerous  to  be  honeft,  and  only 
profitable  to  be  wicked.     In  this  calamitous 
period  it  feemed  as  if  the  Rulliaus  had  en- 
tered into  a  fort  of  confederacy  againft  all 
bonds  of  nature,  fince  wives  denounced  their 
hufbands,  children  their  parents  ^\ 

*»  M.irgeret,  p.  35. 

^  '*  Mofcoa  lie  reoferma  plus  que  deux  clafles  d'hommes, 
celle  des  calomniateursi  des  delateurs  de  profefCont  et  ceUe 
des  accufes  &  des  vi^ims  ;"-»the  emphatic  fentence  of  Le 
ClerCf  torn,  ii*  p.  466. 

But 
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But  among  thofe  who  felt  the  perfccuting 
fpirit  of  Boris,  none  more  intereft  our  feelings 
than  the  houfe  of  Romanof,  from  the  great* 
ncfs  of  their  virtues,  and  the  luftre  of  their 
defcent.  The  hatred  of  Boris  to  this  illuf- 
trious  family  originated  from  their  alliance  to 
the  late  Czar  on  the  maternal  fide,  and  from 
the  confpicuous  merits  of  its  prefent  chief, 
Fedor  Nikititez  Romanof  *'. 

A  ***  brother  of  Fedor,  named  Alexander, 
had  the  charge  of  the  Cravtcbei :  this  office 
confifted  in  regulating  the  prince's  houfehold, 
and  in  infpeding  the  meats  which  were 
ferved  to  his  table.  A  principal  fervant  of 
Alexander's,  linked  with  one  of  thefe  crews 
of  informers,  fought  out  a  kinfman  of  Boris^ 
and  declared  to  him  he  was  ready  to  accufe 
his  mailer,  could  any  charge  be  devifed 
againft  him.  The  relation  of  the  Czar,  to 
indulge  his  own  malevolence,  fince  it  is  the 
charaderiftic  of  envy  to  feek  the  ruin  of  that 
excellence  it  cannot  attain,  commanded  the 
wretch  to  purchafe  at  the  markets  fome  roots 
and  poifonous  plants,  and  place  them  pri- 
vately in  the  cheft  of  his  mafter,  and  to  in- 
form him  the  inftant  his  commiflion  was 
fulfilled. 


*^  See  Strahlenberg,  p.  205. 

5^  Lcvefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  %S79  *58. 
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This  plan  was  executed  with  the  utmoft 
exadnefs.     The  whole  family  o£  Romanof 
were  arrefted,  the  herbs  were  produced  to 
fubilantiate  their  guilt,   and   the   Romanofs 
were  accufed   of  conrpiring    to    poifon  the 
Czar.     Publickly  arraigned  in  prefence  of  the 
patriarch,  with  no  lefs  aftoniChment  than  in-f 
^ignation,  they  beheld  their  fervant  appear 
againft  them  as  their  accufer.     Ufelefs  were 
all    attempts    of  juftification ;    fmce    every 
effort  to  be  heard  was  drowned  by  the  cla- 
mourous fhouts  of  a  feduced,    and  confer 
quently  prejudiced  people.     They  .were  con- 
demned to  exile,  the   moft  confiderable  of 
them  were  foon  afterwards  (Irangled,  whilft 
the  deftrudive  rage  of  the  tyrant  involved  in 
the  fame  wreck  every  related  chief  who  was 
ponfpicuous  for  his  merit,  fortune,  or  power'': 
;and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  inno- 
cent author  of  their  misfortunes  could  efcape 
unmolefted  in  this  flagrant  carnage.     '*  Fedor 
Nikititez  Romanof  was  tranfported  to  a  mo- 
naftery   in  the  province  of  Archangel,  ai\d 
compelled  to  receive  the  monachal  tonfure, 

?«  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p,468. 

**  It  would  be  a  difficult  taik  for  the  moft  accommodating 
xnind  to  reconcile  the  following  aflertion  of  Lacombe  with 
hiftorical  truth  :  **  Fedor  Nikitch  Romanow  avoit  quittc  fa 
femmey  par  un  %e/e  dc  devotion^  il  avoit  enfuite  embraiTe  I'etac 
ecclefiaftique/'  Sec.  Lacombe,  p.  8^* 

^nder 
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under  the  name  of  Philaretes  ^';  a  name  which 
he  afterwards  rendered  fo  confpicuous  in  the 
hiftory  of  bis  country,  by  the  firranefs  and 
wifdom  of  his  plans  to  reflore  the  greatnef$ 
of  the  ftate  after  it  had  been  almoft  ruined  by 
a  long  icene  of  wild  anarchy  and  foreign  and 
domeftic  perfecution.  His  wife,  Axeniit,  was 
conveyed  to  a  village  on  the  borders  of  the 
Onep^a,  and  there  forced  to  affume  the  name 
of  Marpha,  and  the  habit  of  a  nun*  Their 
fon  Michael,  fcarce  fix  years  old,  was  per- 
mitted to  accompany  his  mother  in  her  feclu- 
fion.  He  did  not  quit  her  till  he  was  inveiled 
with  the  enfigns  of  royalty. 

While  the  minds  of  men  were  thus  agitated 
with  the  contending  paiiions  of  rage  and  fear, 
while  integrity  was  gone  into  exile,  and  the 
moft  flourilhing  virtues  lopped  off  by  the  axe 
of  oppreflion,  a.  remarkable  perfonage  ap-. 
peared  on  the  political  ftage,  who  foon  kindled 
a  fprment  among  the  people,  ever  prone  to 
ficklepefs,  fplit  the  nobles  into  different  fao 
tions,  and  unthankfuUy  revealed  to  the  chil- 
drea  of  Boris  thp  tremendous  inftabihty  of 
human  greatnefs.  . 

**  See  Coxe,  vol.  i.  p.  349. 

X4  IN 
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IN  every  form  of  govcrfiment,  credulouf- 
nefs  and  novelty  may  be  regarded  as  the  moft 
frequent  and  dangerous  maladies  of  the; 
people.  Every  example,  majeftic  from  its 
antiquity,  every  inftitution  beautiful  from  its 
juftice,  have  been  entirely  forgotten  in  the 
calenture  of  thefe  diftempers.  It  is  by 
means  of  inflaming  thefe  two  ruling  pafiions 
of  the  people,  that  ambitious  men  have  fuc* 
ceeded  in  their  moft  adventurous  under« 
takings.  Thefe  have  been  the  pioneers  vrhq 
have  marched  forward  to  repaove  all  impedi* 
ments  to  their  renown.  Thefe  are  the 
branches  on  which  their  expeflations  have 
been  grafted.  On  fuch  principles,  is  the  re?- 
volution  of  the  falfe  Demetrius  forged,  or«? 
ganized,  and  cemented ;  a  revolution  whid^ 
we  are  difpofed  to  relate  in  a  copious  manner, 
as  it  gave  birth  to  many  curious  and  im-r 
portant  events. 

In  the  clafs  pf  inferior  nobility,  known 
under  the  name  pf  Infant  Boyars,  one  of 
their  order  named  Otropief,  an  inhabitant  of 
Galvitch,  was  the  father  of  two  fons,  Smir« 
poi  and  Bogdaii.  According  to  the  opinion 
of  many  hiftorians,  the  latter  of  thefe  had  the 
honour  of  producing  the  hero  of  our  nar- 
ativci  who  received  at  the  baptifmal  foun^ 

thQ 
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the  name  of  James ' :  at  an  early  age  ha  was 
feiit  to  Mofcow  for  the  liberal  purpofes  of 
education ;  to  write,  to  read,  and  to  tranflate 
the  fcriptural  writings  into  the  ancient  Scla- 
vonic dialed,  which  fcarcely  differed  at  that 
period  from  the  vulgar  tongue,  were  inteW 
kdual  accomplifltments  which  the  few  only 
acquired,  and  which  ignorance  revered  with 
ftupid  admiration. 

The  young  Jacho  was  foon  difcovered  to 
be  endowed  with  a  memory  capacious  and 
retentive,  an  imagination  bold  and  verfatile, 
and  a  judgment  acute,  penetrating  and  deci<* 
five.  His  fuperiorb,  ambitious  to  enrich  their 
fraternity  with  fuch  promifing  talents,  gave 
him  at  the  age  of  fourteen  the  monaftic  ha^^ 
bit  *•  The  name  of  the  monaftery  ts  unde* 
termined  in  which  he  was  firft  initiated  into 
his  religious  avocations.  Jacho  was  now 
called  Gregory  or  Griika,  as  the  ufage  of 
the  Greek  church  requires  the  aiTumption  of 
another  aaipe  on  embracing*  the  eccleiiaflical 
We. 

Hia  ibcial  though  leftlefs  temper  in.  a  fliort 
fpace  of  time*  introduced  him  into  a  variety 
pf  religious  houfes.  At  h&  he  revifited 
Moicow,  and  was  there  confecrated  deacon 

^  Lcvefque,tom.  iii.  p.  260. 
?  Le  Clercj  torn*  iu  p.  420. 

in 
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in  the  monafterj  of  Tchudof.  The  fame  of 
liifi  literary  qualifications  attracted  even  the 
attention  of  the  patriarch  Job»  In  his  palace 
he  was  employed  in  the  laborious,  and  at 
that  time  important,  office  of  tranfcrtbing 
books  '•  The  ufeful  and  elegant  art  of  print-* 
ing  brought  into  Ruffia  by  the  Czar  Ivan  was 
ftill  in  its  infancy.  An  expert  copyift  there* 
fore,  while  the  prefs  coQtinued  to  furnifh  but 
a  few  books,  might  command  the  refpe£t  and 
patronage  of  an  illiterate  clergy. 

The  period  was  now  rapidly  approaching 
when  his  (Irong  and  adive  genius  commenced 
a  new  and  momentous  labour,  in  every  re« 
fptGt  more  pleafing  and  fuitable  to  his  abi- 
lities. Induced  equally  from  inclination  and 
opportunity  to  mix  in  a  large  fociety  at  Mo£^ 
cow,  his  fancy  was  uncommonly  flruck  by 
the  remark  of  fome  people  who  had  known 
the  Gzarovitz  Demetrius,  that  he  bore  a  (Irong 
refcmblance  to  that  unfortunate  prince.  With 
a  mind  heated  by  thefe  obfervationsi  and  by 
an  habitual  impulfe  of  hope,  he  fketched,  in 
the  opinion  of  hiftorians,  the  outlines  of  that 
great  and  arduous  proje£t,  which  was  after^ 
wards  to  conduit:  him  to  the  throne  of  Ruilia. 
After  he  had  artfully  coUeded  every  informa^ 

'  In  the  Report  of  a  maJacre  at  Mofcow,  Lond.  1607,  it 
^/aid>  "  that  he  ferved  in  the  patriarch's  court  as  a  finging 
man  and  mufician*'^       *     . 

tion 
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tion  moft  conducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  de- 
figns,  and  which  was  peculiarly  facilitated 
from  his  advantageous  fituation,  he  boldly 
announced  himfelf  to  his  friends  as  the  long 
loft  prince  Demetrius ;  doubtlefs  building 
hopes  of  fuccefs  on  a  well  grounded  confi-f 
dence  in  his  own  arrangements,  in  the  con^i- 
fufed  ftatc  of  affairs,  fo  propitious  to  innova'?- 
tion,  and  on  the  blind  credulity  of  the  muU 
titude.  On  his  firft  declaration,  no  flattering 
views  prefented  themfelv^s  of  realizing  his 
future  greatncfs:  even  his  warmed  friend? 
derided  his  pretenfions  ;  whilft  none  but  th^ 
unthinking  accredited,  or  the  turbulent  fup- 
ported  bis  -extraordinary  affertions. 

The  pretenfions  of  Gregory  however  were 
pot  fo  little  noticed  but  that  they  came  to 
the  ears  of  the  metropolitan  of  Roftof.  Thi$ 
prelat^  had  uniformly  manifefted  a  deep- 
footed  antipathy  to  him  from  the  time  he 
was  placed  in  the  palace  of  the  patriarch. 
We  are  ignorant  whether  it  proceeded  from 
the  intriguing  phyfiognomy  of  the  young 
deacon,  or  from  the  more  juftifiablc  caufe  of 
l>is  irregular  behaviour  *. 

Notwithftandiug  the  patriarch  was  deaf  to 
all  his  .  remonftrances  concerning  Gregory, 
yet  he  did  not  relinquifti  his  defign  of  per- 

♦  Lcvefque>  torn.  lii.  p.  261,   Le  Clerc,  torti.ii.  p.  472. 

fecutiug 
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fecuting  the  object  of  his  averfiob.  Without 
delay  he  addrelTed  himfelf  to  the  Czar,  yet 
even  he,  who  was  fo  fufceptible  of  diftruft^ 
and  fo  infenfible  to  compaffion,  did  not  re* 
duce  Gregory  to  a  ftate  of  abfolute  defpair 
and  confinement.  Inftead  of  gratifying  the 
wiihes  of  the  metropolitan  with  his  death,  he 
ordered  one  of  his  fecretaries,  whofe  name 
was  VafClief,  to  remove  him  to  a  diftant  mo- 
naftery,  under  the  obfervance  of  a  rigid  fupe* 
rior;  far  from  fufpedling  the  mofl  fatal  enemy 
of  his  repofe  and  power  to  exift  in  the  perfon 
of  this  young  monk. 

Vaflilief  paid  but  a  flight  attention  to  the 
order  of  the  prince.  He  committed  it  to  one 
of  his  colleagues  conneded  with  Gregory  by 
family  ties ;  the  fentence  therefore  was  not 
executed  with  prompt  difpatch  or  fcrupuloua 
rigour.  From  the  reprefentations  of  his 
linfman,  Gregory  perceived  that  every  hour 
increafed  his  danger;  all  his  fchemes  of  future 
dominion  now  refted  on  a  precipitate  retreat. 
With  eafe  he  found  a  fecure  afylum  in  the 
different  monafteries  of  Galitch,  Mourom, 
and  Brianfki.  The  reception  of  Gregory  in 
thefe  feveral  houfes  betrays  at  this  time  the 
relaxed  •ftate  of  difcipline  in  the  convents, 
whilft  his  flight  incouteftibly  proves  that  the 
intercourfe  of  the  monarch  with  his  principal 

cities 
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cidea  was  formed  and  maintained  with  no 
care  or  attention. 

The  defigns  of  Gregory  or  Otropief  now 
required,  that  with  all  poflible  expedition  he 
fhould  direGt  his  wandering  fteps  towards 
Poland.  For  in  this  country  he  is  expedcd 
to  realize  a  plan,  which  in  boldnefs  of  defign, 
could  be  exceeded  only  by  the  cunning  with 
which  it  was  managed.  From  Brianfki  he 
ftopped  at  Novgorod-Severfki,  in  the  Spafki- 
Monaftir.  The  archimandrite  gave  him  a 
kind  reception  and  a  lodging  in  his  own  cell'. 
There  occurred  no  difficulties  in  perfuading 
a  fuperior  fo  accommodating  and  unfufpicious 
that  he  had  relations  who  refided  in  the  city 
of  .Poultimel.  The  prior,  with  a  condefcend- 
ing  kindnefs,  riot  only  permitted  him  to  vifit 
his  friends,  but  fupplied  him  with  provifions, 
a  horfe,  and  a  guide.  Otropief  was  accom- 
panied by  two  other  monks,  vagrants  like 
himfelf,  and  to  whom,  no  doubt,  he  had  im- 
parted the  motives  of  his  journey.  Before 
his  departure,  his  gratitude  or  his  pride,  im^ 
pellcd  him  to  leave,  in  the  cell  of  the  prior, 
a  note  couched  in  thefe  terms :  *  "  I  am  the 
Czavoritz  Demetrius,  and  when  I  mount  on 
the  throne  of  my  anceftors,  to  recompenfe 


*  Levefque,  torn.  ill.  p.  262,  2€j,  264. 

*  Williams's  Ruflia,  p.  56. 
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your  kindnefs  fliall  be  among  the  firfl;  of  tny 
duties".  The  three  adventurers  took  the  road 
to  Kief,  which  city,  at  that  time^  acknow- 
ledged  the  jurifdidion  of  Poland. 

Graoeful  in  his  perfon,  infinuating  in  hi3 
addrefs,  and'  diftinguifhed  from  the  vulgar 
herd,  by  a  peculiar  air  of  dignity,  the  wily 
impoftor  had  obtained  the  knowledge  of  men 
and  manners,  which  was  far  more  beneficial 
to  the  profecution  of  his  fchemes,  than  all  the 
principles  of  fcience,  or  .the  poliftied  fyftems 
of  philofophy.  By  this,  he  acquired  the  fa- 
vour and  efteem  of  the  prince  Vaflili  Oftro- 
jolki,  governor  of  Kief  for  the  king  of  Po- 
land ;  who  appointed  him  to  difcharge  the 
duties  of  deacon  in  his  palace,  and  placed  him 
in  the  celebrated  monaftery  Petcherfki.  But 
Otropief  was  gifted  with  a  temper  too  con- 
vivial not  to  tranfgrefs  the  auftere  regulations 
of  his  order.  It  was  foon  difcovered  that 
he  indulged  his  appetite  in  meat\  a  crime 
the  mod  heinous  that  a  monk  of  the  Greek 
rite  could  commit:  his   fuperior  wi(hed  to 

'  M.  Rochelle,  m  his  romantic  Hiftory,  bellows  on  him 
every  mental  and  perfonal  qualification,  p.  15,  16.  More 
authentic  writers  however  agree  that  he  was  diftinguifhed 
by  the  elegance  of  his  figure,  and  the  fpecioufnefs  of  hh 
manners.  See  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  309,  310. ;  A  Brief  Hif- 
torical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  RufHa,  p.  1^*9  Ruflraa 
Impoftor ;  and  along  lift  of  other  authorities*       ^ 

*  XiC  Clerc^  torn.  ii.  p.  472, 

punifli 
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puDtfli  him,  fai8  protedot  abaadoned  hitti} 
whilft  tbeir  intentions  only  ferved  to  accele-^ 
rate  the  execution  of -his  Icbemes.  With  a 
celerity  which  baffled  all  hopes  of  purfuit,  he 
fled  from  the  monaftery,  entered  Poiandi  and 
then  immediateiy  Gripped  off  his  monadic 
attire.  His  copious  memory,  his  happy  ge- 
mus,  and  uninterrupted  application,  foon  en- 
abled him  to  fpeak  with  eafe  and  elegance  the 
Polifli  todgue,  a  competent  knowledge  of 
which  was  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  pro- 
motion of  his  defigns. 

He  now  fought  to  gain  the  friendflxip  of 
fome  mep  of  high  birth  and  di(liogui(hedcoa-» 
fequence,  whofe  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  his 
caufeand  fupport  of  his  character,  might  firm* 
ly  eflabliih  his  credit  and  authority  with  the 
people  But  his  firft  endeavours  to  acquire 
the  notice  of  the  great  wore  a  very  unfavour* 
able  afped.  Introduced  to  the  prince  Adam 
Wiefnovitfki,  he  faw  bimfelf  confounded 
9moog  the  dQmeftics  of  a  great  houfehold^ 
Irritated  rather  than  difcouraged  by  this  un- 
expeded  difgrace,  he  at  laft  executed  a  plan, 
which  amply  atoned  for  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his 
pad:  attempts. 

•  It  is  now  eflentially  neceflary  to  relate 

•  Mr.  Coxc,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  Northern  Tour, 
p.  2.  has  given  us,  in  a  valuable  note,  the  oppofite  tcftimonles 
of  Muller  and  Petreius  on  this  xnyfterious  event. 

difFufely 
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ditfufely  the  difcordant  accounts  of  the  feiretstl 
writers  concerning  the  death  of  the  Czarovitz 
Demetrius^  as  they  enable  us  to  obferve  the 
many  concurring  circumftances  which  fa«^ 
voured  the  deception  of  Otropief,  and  on 
what  plaufible  grounds  he  alleged  his  preten* 
fions  to  royal  defcent. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  infant  De^ 
metrius  was  one  of  the  perfonages  in  the  reign 
of  Fedor,  marked  out  for  deftrudion  by  the 
cruel  policy  of  Boris.  A  nobleman  named 
Clechnin  was  the  chief  inllrument  ufed  by 
Boris  to  take  him  off.  Clechnin  alfo  reckoned 
on  the  ailiftance  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate  Bi- 
tiagovfki,  whofe  domains  lying  contiguous 
to  Uglitz,  the  refidence  of  Demetrius,  fur- 
niflied  them  with  the  pretext  of  ftoppirig 
there  without  fufpicion.  But  to  infure  the 
accomplifliment  of  his  defigns,  he  engaged 
twelve  others  in  the  confpiracy :  yet  the  moft 
ufeful  of  thefe  affailins  was  an  old  governante 
of  the  Czarovitz,  named  Volkhova,  and  hec 
fon  Danilo. 

Buiagovlki  foon  arrived  at  Uglitz,  charged 
with  an  order  of  the  court  to  infpedl  the 
domeftic  concerns  of  the  Czarina.  In  the 
houfe  of  this  princefs  he  exercifed  the  moft 
tyrannical  authority,  leflened  her  revenues, 
deprived  her  brothers  of  liberty,  and  de- 
manded from  them  at  all  times  the  moft  un-- 

qualified 
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qualified  fubmifBon.  To  feize  the  young 
ptiiice  by  furprize  was  the  ohjeGt  of  this  be* 
haviour.  But  the  emprefs,  appreheniive  of 
the  ftroke  which  menaced  her,  fcarce  ever 
allowed  herfelf  a  necelTary  repofe  from  the 
anxiety  of  maternal  tendernefs.  At  lad,  ex- 
haufted  by  inceflant  watching,  fhe  had  the 
misfortune  one  day  to  fall  into  a  heavy  fleep 
after  dinner.  Volkhova  did  not  negle<St  this 
critical  moment ;  fhe  conduced  the  Czaro- 
vitz  into  the  court,  under  the  pretence  of  her 
fon's  amufmg  his  mind  with  infantine  fports. 
Danilo,  worthy  of  his  horrible  mother,  was 
the  firft  to  ftrike  the  young  prince,  whilft  the 
other  aiTaffins  foon  buried  their  daggers  in  his 
body '". 

This  ihocking  event  happened  on  the  fif-- 
teenth  of  May,  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  ninety- one,  in  the  open  face  of  day,  ac- 
cording to  the  ftatement  of  Ruffian  chronicles. 
Whilft  foreign  writers  affirm,  that  this  poli-» 
tical  ftroke  was  given  during  the  night,  by 
which  means  another  vi<S:im  was  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  room  of  the  prince.  The  in-» 
fluence  and  intrigues  of  Boris  have  however 
placed  this  event  in  the  moft  impenetrable 
obfcurity. 

'^  Levefque  is  the  moft  circumftantial  of  any  hiftorian  in 
his  account  of  this  tragical  a£Eair.  See  the  reig^  of  Fedort 
p.  23 1-*-*226.    Hifioire  de  Rufiie,  torn.  ui. 

Y  »         Ac- 
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were  tranfported  to  a  colony  at  Pelym,  a  new 
creded  city  of  Siberia  ;  whilft  the  bodies  of 
the  real  authors  of  his  death  were  dragged 
from  the  ditch  into  which  they  had  been  caft 
by  the  rage  of  the  populace,  and  honourably 
interred. 

The  plan  ofOtropief  was  therefore  admir* 
ably  accommodated  to  cajole  the  people,  who 
are  ever  fond  of  things  new  and  wonderful  '^ 
He  compofed  a  memorial  in  which  he  declared 
himfelf  to  be  the  Czarovitz  Demetrius.  That 
the  aflaffins  fuborned  by  Boris,  in  the  blind- 
ncfs  of  their  zeal,  bad  only  deftroyed  the  fon 
of  a  prieft  '* ;  that,  a  long  time  concealed  by 
(he  fidelity  of  fome  boyars,  he  remained  in 
humble  tranquillity  j  but  at  laft,  fearful  of 
being  difcovered  by  the  numerous  emiflaries 
of  Boris,  and  ignorant  of  a  fecure  afylum  in 
the  dominions  of  the  ufurper,  he  was  obliged 
to  feek  a  retreat  in  Poland.  And  he  fhould 
think  himfelf  in  fome  meafure  compenfated 
for  the  unkind nefs  of  his  paft'  fortune,  if,  in 
the  moft  abjedl  ftate,  he  could  preferve  a  life, 
which  was  there  conftantly  threatened  by  the 
perfecuting  rage  of  Boris. 

"  "  Lanatura  de  popoli  e  deri4crofa  di  cofe  nuove,"  fays 
the  Prince  of  Italian  hiftorians  Guiccardini  in  his  Hiftoria 
d' Italia.    Ven.  1592.  Itb.xiv.  p. 403. 

■*  I^cvcfque,  tom.iii.  p.  265,  266.  See  likewife  Ruffian 
Impoilor,  p.  16. 

It 
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It  18  not  improbable^  had   this  ftory  been 
propagated  by  his  own  voice^  that  he  would 
have  failed  in  captivating  the  minds  of  his 
countrymen,  or  in  drawing  to  his  party  a 
crowd  of  infatuated  adherents.     But  he  ma^ 
naged  to  exhibit  this  paper  in  a  manner  which 
foon  aroufed  the  attention  of  all  ranks  of 
men.     He ''  counterfeited  an  illnefs  in  which 
he  appeared  to  {hew  the  fymptoms  of  an  ap- 
proaching death ;  and  then  demanded  a  con- 
feflbr ;  when  the  pried  arrived,  he  found  him 
with  his  vifage  pale,  his  eyes  haggard,  his 
bread  panting,  and  with  a  voice  fo  faint  as  to 
be  almoft  incapable  of  articulating  his  words# 
After  appearing  to  make  many  painful  but 
fruitlefs  efforts  to  confefs  himfelf,  the  impoftos 
at  laft  fummoned  up  fufficient  firength  to 
conjure  the  prieft  to  bury  him  with  all  thtf 
honours  due  to  the  fon  of  the  Czar,  inform? 
ing  him,  that  after  his  death,  he  would  find 
under  his   mattrefs,  the   flory    of   his  life»    ' 
which    he    entreated    him    not  to  difclofe^ 
until  his  care»worn  foul  had  emitted  its  laft 
figh. 

The  good  priefl,  amazed  at  the  uncommon 
importance  of  his  fecret,  was  for  a  long  time 
loft  in  profound  and  anxious  thought.    On 

"  Le  Clercy  torn.  ii.  p.  473. 

Y3  the 
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the  one  hand,  the  dread  of  betraying  a  reli- 
gious confidence  bound  him  to  filence ;  oo 
the  other  hand,  the  compaflion  he  felt  to  be-** 
hold  a  perfon  of  fuch  great  dignity  expofcd 
to  the  utnioft  ftate  of  want  and  diftrefs,  in-* 
duced  him  to  difregard  the  injundlions  of 
Otropief.  After  remaining  a  coniideraUe 
time  in  fufpenfe,  the  refult  of  his  deliberationa 
proved  according  to  the  expedations  of  the 
impoftor,  that  his  benevolence,  in  conjun&ion 
with  his  curiofiry,  would  tempt  him  to  for- 
feit his  promifes  of  fecrefy.  With  a  celerity 
therefore  proportionate  to  the  importance  of 
this  affair,  he  ran  to  the  prince  Wiefnovitfki, 
to  relate  every  particular  of  this  fmgular  oc- 


currence'^ 


The  aftonilhed  nobleman,  on  receiving  this 
information,  haftened  to  the  chamber  of  Ocro- 
pief  to  clear  up  the  myftery  of  this  fmgubur 
affair*  But  all  his  preiling  entreaties  could 
not  however  prevail  on  the  xmpoftor  to  re- 
veal his  fecret;  his  curiofity  thus  being  only 
more  worked  up  to  the  higheft  pitch  by  this 
pofitive  and  well-timed  denial,  he  forced  the 
confeffor  to  fearch  for  the  manufcript,  which 
having  found  and  perufed  with  the  moft  fciu^ 
pulous  care,  he  approached  the  hypocrite  with 
all  that  reverence  which  kingly  power  dc* 

^*  ]L.eyefquc»  torn*  iii.  p.  a66>  367. 

mands* 
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mands.  Then  Otropief,  viith  immitable  art^ 
pretending  no  longer  to  be  aduated  by  any 
fears  of  revealing  bis  fecret,  difplayed,  as  a 
new  and  incontrovertible  teftimony  of  his 
royal  origin,a  golden  crofs  fet  with  the  valuable 
diamonds^  which  bad  been  given  him  on  the 
day  of  baptifm  by  his  renowned  relative  the 
prince  Mftiflaviki". 

Thus  were  his  projeds  raifed  from  fordid 
poverty  and  dependence  to  an  opulent  gran- 
deur by  this  mafterly  invention,  and  thus  the 
bold  impoftor  foon  recovered  that  health 
which  was  never  ferioufly  impaired.  Infpired 
alfo  with  an  opinion  that  he  ihould  ftill  move 
in  a  more  illuftrious  fphere,  he  not  only  de^ 
voted  his  leifure  to  the  acquirement  of  fome 
of  thofe  elegances  of  literature  which  polilk 
and  enlarge  the  mihd,  but  alio  to  the  culti^- 
vation  of  thofe  ftudies  '*  which  inftrud  princes 
to  fway  even  an  abfolutp  power  with  wifdom 
and  virtue. 

Neverthelefs  his  mind  was  not  wholly 
abforbed  by  thefe  honourable  purfuits,  as  to 
negled  paying  an  unwearied  attention  to  the 
advancement  of  his  original  yiews. '  By  the 
charms  of  his  converfation  aad  the  ekganee 

■*  Rufiian  Impoftor,  p.  19.  The  anthor  of  tils  hiftory 
is  not  fupportcd  by  any  good  authoHty,  when  he  fays  that 
this  crofs  was  the  gift  of  his  mother. 

"  See  Muller  ^pud  Coze»  vol.  ii.  pr9« 

Y4  of 
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of  his  perfon  '^  he  obtained  the  efteem  and 
ttffedioa  of  the  brother  of  hb  protedor,  Con* 
ftantine  Wiefnovitfki.  This  connexion  pro- 
cured him  the  friendihip  of  George  Mni(hek, 
the  palatine  of  Sendomir,  and  father-in-law 
to  Conftantine ;  a  man  no  lefs  weighty  from 
his  fortune  than  dignified  by  his  ilation,  and 
formidable  by  his  power  and  credit  with  the 
diet*\ 

The  fruits  of  his  fecond  marriage  was  a 
daughter,  called  Marina.  The  beauty  of  this 
remarkable  woman  could  only  be  equalled 
by  her  vanity,  her  boldnefs,  by  her  cunning* 
Hurried  on  by  the  wildeft  extravagancies^ 
from  a  refllefs  ambition,  and  fancying  that  in 
the  perfon  of  Otropief  exifted  the  lawful  heir 
cf  the  throne  of  Ruifia,  fhe  began  ferioufly  to 
meditate  on  the  means'  of  captivating  his 
heart,  in  order  to  advance  herfelf  to  glory  and 
dominion.  Otropief  foon  difcerned  the  flat- 
tering  overtures  of  Marina,  and  he  anfwered 
them  with  all  that  refpedful  gallantry  which 
foon  foftens  and  fubdues  even  the  moil  obdui- 

'^  Levefque,  torn.  il.  p.  268,  269.  Le  Clerc»  torn.  ii. 
P*  475>  47^*  "^^c  aothor  of  the  Ruffian  Impoftor.  who  holds 
the  balance  of  his  fitnlts  and  merits  with  a  tolerably  fteadf 
and  im2>artial  hand,  tells  as,  *^  that  he  had  an  nnderftandiiig 
aboTe  his  age»  and  a  prefence  fo  agreeable  that  he  feldom 
or  iiever  bft  ground  where  he  had  room  to  a£l  his  part;'- 
p.  26* 

••  Coze,  vol.  ii*  P(  4^ 

r^te 
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rate  of  Ae  female  fex.  By  thus  rendering  hIm-> 
felf  propitious  to  the  views  of  Marina,  he  faw 
that  his  avarice  could  be  gratified  by  the  in- 
fluence  of  permanent  wealth,  and  his  amorous 
inclinations  by  the  pofleiiion  of  a  woman, 
whom  the  bounteous  hand  of  nature  is  faid 
to  have  adorned  with  the  moft  incomparable 
perfonal  attradions  *\ 

When  the  palatine  perceived  the  firft  open-^ 
ingB  of  their  mutual  affedions,  dazzled  with 
the  chimerical  ideas  of  his  future  greatnels^ 
healfo.foon  entertained  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  df  beholding  Otropief  invefted  with  the 
fupreme  power  in  Ruflia.  Agreeably  ta  fuch 
expedbitions,  he  gave  every  poiSble  encourage* 
ment  to  their  paffion.  Yet  **  in  the  tranfports 
of  his  joy  for  the  brilliant  fortune  of  his 
daughter,  he  ftill  had  the  prudence  to  inftft 
on  thAt  nuptials  being  poftponed,  until 
Otropief  ihould  Feceive  on  the  throae  the 
congratulations  of  his  fubjedls**' :  to  this  con«* 
dition  the  impoftor   readily  acquiefced,  for 

**  Brcrcton,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  and  Miferies  of 
Raffift*  Lend.  i6i4»  calls  them  **  the  moft  perfed  and  ab* 
folate  fram^  of  q^ture,  that  lived  at  that  time  in  that  part 
of , the  world  ;'**  chap.  ii.  p.  6,  ' 

**  See  RuiEan  Impoftor,  p.  36,  37—40. 
*^  Lacombci  p.  66* 
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he  bad  too  deeply  ftudied  the  charader  of  the 
palatine,  not  to  feel  perfectly  aflfured  that  he 
would  now  be  animated  with  the  moil  ardent 
zeal  in  fupport  of  his  caufe. 

The  momentous  time  pregnatit  with  hope^ 
doubt,  and  apprehenfion^  wad  now  advancing^ 
in  which  his  e^ttraordinary  pretenfione  were 
to  be  ufhered  into  the  world,  ftrengthened 
by  royal  countenance,  or  to  be  configned 
into  perpetual  ignominy  and  oblivion.  Th^ 
diet  of  Poland  opened  in  the  year  one  thou«» 
fand  fix  hundred  and  three ;  thither  the  hold 
Mnifhek,  relying  on  his  powerful  intereft, 
conducted  the  falfe  Demetrius.  In  the  midft 
of  this  fplendid  and  thronged  alTembly,  in  tb« 
prefence  of  their  fovereign  Sigifmond  IIL  tbs 
audacious  impoftor  expatiated  with  apparent 
indignation  and  grief  on  bis  innumerable  fufn 
ferings ;  and  to  heighten  the  effed  of  his  nar* 
rative,  tears  guflied  repeatedly  from  his  eyes, 
as  if  overcome  by  the  monftrous  injuftice 
which  his  tender  years  had  fuffered.  The 
nobles  heard  him  with  compaffion**  and 
regard,  though  their  partiality  did  not  lead 
them  to  renounce  the  treaty  of  peace  which 
the  republic  of  Poland  had  fo  lately  con* 
eluded  with  the  Ruffian  ftate» 

*♦  LcTcique,  torn.  iii.  p.  2^o,     Coze>  vol.  ii.  p,  4. 

The 
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The  king  however  declared,  that  as  he  had 
pledged  his  word  to  the  ftrift  obifervance  of 
this  peace,  it  could  not  be  openly  infringed. 
Neverthelefs  he  freely  permitted  his  grandees, 
who  were  prepoffeffed  in  favour  and  touched 
with  the  misfortunes  of  the  Czarovitz,  to  ef- 
poufe  in  their  own  name  the  caufe  of  injured 
raajefty ;  emphatically  afluring  them  that  his 
mod  hearty  wiflies  of  fuccefs  would  accom- 
pany their  enterprize.  And,  to  confirm  the 
truth  of  thefe  aflertions,  he  immediately 
afligned  to  the  intended  fon*in-Iaw  of 
Mniihek  a  retinue  fuitable  to  his  ptttended 
birth,  beftowed  on  him  feveral  magnificent 
prefents,  and  received  him  at  all  times  with 
marks  of  diftingui(hed  friend  (hip. 

If  the  reports  of  the  times  maiy  be 
accredited,  this  generofity  of  Sigifmond 
originated  from  the  moft  finifter  motives; 
for  it  has  been  ftrenuoufly  maintained 
that  the  falfe  Demetrius  promifed  to  beftow 
on  him  the  city  of  Smolenfk  with  its  ex«- 
tenfive  dependences,  and  all  the  north  of 
the  fertile  Ukraine,  as  recompences  worthy 
of  his  gratitude,  and  of  the  king's  accept- 
ance. 

But  an  article  of  this  dubious  contraft,  the 

moft  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  public 

intereft)  was  the    promife  of  reuniting  the 

9  ruffian 
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roflian  to  the  catholic  church  *^  as  the  at* 
tempt  to  violate  their  religious  rites  muft  in-* 
evitably  have  carried  mifery  and  bloodfhed 
throughout  the  empire.  But  fuppofmg  the(e 
conditions  to  be  eilablifhed  on  the  folid  bads 
of  truth,  Otropief  was  too  well  verfed  in  de- 
ceit, to  be  deftitute  of  arguments  to  fatisfy 
his  confcience  in  brealdng  an  agreement,  to 
which  he  had  never  perhaps  confented  but 
with  reludance. 

The  dark  cloud  now  gathering  in  Poland 
was  foon  to  burft  on  the  hea^  of  Boris.  A 
rumou;  prevailed  which  quickly  grew  into 
credit  at  Mofcow,  that  the  youngeft  fon  of 
the  late  Ivan  was  alive  and  difcovered  in  Po-<- 
land  ^^  On  the  firft  intelligence  of  this  new 
phsenomenon,  the  credulous  vulgar  fwallowed 
the  impofture  without  any  farther  inquiry  j 
whilft  thinking  men  and  others  who  were 
diftinguiihed  for  their  birth,  fervicfis,  and 
power,  made  it  the  fubje^l:  of  their  general 
converfation.     In  the  leaven  of  different  rpr 

•»  Mr.  Tookc  and  the  author  of  the  Ruffian  JflipoftoTp 
two  refpcftable  authorities,  declare  his  attachment  to  the 
Romilh  rites,  and  his  promife  to  the  Roman  pontiff,  when 
snonnted  oq  the  RufGan  throne,  to  fignalize  his  zeal  iuche 
eftabliihinent  of  the  Catholic  church*  RuflT.  Imp«  p*4i  ; 
Hift»  of  Ruffia,  vol.  i.  p.  309.  See  alfo  the  Report  of  a 
Maflacre  at  Mofcow. 

**,  Sec  Olearins,  torn.  i.  liv.  Hi.  p.  265. 

ports 
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ports  which  pervaded  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
people,  the  unwelcome  ftory  reached  the 
tyrant ;  who,  for  the  firft  time,  trembled  upoa 
his  throne, .  cemented  by  blood  and  aflaflioa** 
tion.  Senfible  of  the  national  fondnefs  of  the 
people  for  the  blood  of  their  ancient  rulers*^, 
and  knowing  that  neither  threats  nor  per«^ 
fuaiions  could  check  the  defperate,  fecure  the 
wavering,  nor  infpire  the  difafieded,  fhould 
the  impoftor  have  the  art  to  varniCh  over  the 
moil  imperfe^S:  parts  of  his  hiftory  with  the 
femblance  of  truth,  he  faw  himfeif  on  the 
brink  of  ruin,  if  the  moil  vigorous  and  fubtle 
meafures  were  not  immediately  adopted  to 
countera£t  his  projedls.  His  firfV  grand  ob- 
ject was  to.  afcertain,  beyond  all  doubt  and 
controverfy,  the  true  pedigree  of  this  won- 
derful perfon ;  iince  no  furmife  of  his  real 
birth  had  yet  been  formed,  nor  any  contra- 
diction been  gived  to  the  prevailing  opinion. 
With  this  view  he  difpatched  an  emiiTary  into 
Poland,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  accom- 
pliih  the  purpofe  of  his  journey  without  de- 
tedion.     From  him  he  learnt,  to  his  aftonifh- 


*^  Wc  muft  commend  the  dtfcernment  of  Mr.  Williams 
when  he  afcribes  the  caufes  of  the  various  revolutions  in  the 
Ruffian  date  to  the  blind  attachment  of  the  people  to  the 
family  of  their  ancient  forereigns,  p.  359.  Indeed  much 
foundnefs  of  remark  is  to  be  found  in  the  whole  chapter,  as 
lie  has  chofen  entirely  to  diveft  himfeif  of  bis  prejudices. 
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xnient,  that  this  formidable  rival  was  no  other 
than  the  young  deacon  Gregory  Otropief  **. 

The  darts  of  affliaion  carry  with  them 
a  double  force  when  they  come  unexpected. 
What  rage,  anguifh,  and  aftonifhment,  muft 
have  been  depifted  in  the  countenance  of 
the  Czar^  in  the  firft  moment  of  a  difcovery  fo 
unexpeded!  for  amidft  the  riiultiplicity  of 
his  great  avocations,  he  had  entirely  loft  all 
recolledtion  of  the  obfcure  monk,  whom  Vaf- 
filief  had  ordered  to  be  placed  under  the  eye 
of  a  more  rigid  fuperior.  How  mortifying 
then  to  the  proud  mind  of  the  ufurper,  firft  to 
be  encompaffed  with  the  terror  of  foreign  in-* 
Vafion  from  this  vagrant  upftart,  and  to  feel 
every  hope  of  fafety  reft  folely  on  his  own 
vigilance,  fteadinefs,  and  refolution!  The 
firft  perfon  who  deplored  the  fally  of  his  fu- 
rious refentment  was  the  fecretary  Vafiilief, 
whofe  undefigning  negligence  now  occa- 
fioned  him  fuch  ferious  inquietude.     Deter*- 

*'  Olcarius  informs  us  that  Boris  offered  a  large  fum  o£ 
money  for  the  apprehenfion  of  the  faJfc  Demetrius,  dead  or 
alive,  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  265.  and  Mr.  Tooke  adds,  **  that 
he  fent  out  afTaflins  in  queft  of  the  pretended  Dmtri,  with 
orders  to  kill  him^'^  vol.  i.  p.  310.  Such  a  condu6l  maft 
compel  thofe  who  are  th^e  lead  attached  to  the  caufe  of  De« 
metrius  to  acknowledge^  that  he  inwardij  did  not  diipute 
the  exiftence  of  the  prince  Demetrius,  or  that  he  dreaded, 
on  this  myflerious  perfonage  afTerting  his  claims  to  the 
throne,  a  fickle  people  wouki  no  longer  tolerate  £he  guilt  of 
his  ufurpation* 

mined. 
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Buaed  to  revenge  bU  careteQaefe,  Boris  coq« 
trived  however  to  cloak  his  punijhment  un- 
der the  appearance  of  public  equity,  fearful^ 
ihould  he  even  pronounce  the  name  of  the 
impoftor,  it  would  confer  on  him  an  laddir 
tional  importance  io  the  already  fiiiduating 
minds  of  the  people.  Without  liftening  there* 
fore  to  the  didates  of  humanity  or  jufticei 
the  fecretary  received  his  death  from  the 
knoot  for  imputed  malverfations  concerning 
fome  money  committed  to  his  fpecial  care  and 
suinagement. 

When  the  news  reached  Stockholm  that 
that  a  pretended  Czarovitz  had  appeared  in 
Poland)  Charles  IX.^  ^iujg  of  Sweden^ 
fent  an  immediate  tender  of  his  fervices 
to  the  Czar.  Boris,  however,  in  a  manner 
moft  fuitable  to  his  dignity,  refufed  the  prof* 
fered  aid,  determined,  whatever  might  be  tht 
confequences,  to  feek  no  foreign  fuccour  in 
the  prefervation  of  his  power  and  life  *' ;  ne- 
verthelefs  by  one  fatal  command,  which  he 
thought  would  have  cru(hed  the  confpiracy 
in  the  bud,  the  caufe  of  the  irapoftor  acquired 
fuch  permanent  advantage  as  never  could  be 
remedied  by  all  his  future  exertions ;  inftead 
of  remaining  in  an  apparent  ftate  of  inadion^ 

*•  Levefjiue^tom.  il.  p.  a;  r,  372. 
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as  if  his  authority  was  too  ftrong  to  he  (haketf 
by  the  mod  daring  fchemes  of  Otropief,  he 
imprudeotly  ordered,  udder  pain  of  death,  the 
troops  fpread  in  the  principality  of  Smolenik 
to  cut  off  all  communication  with  Poland'* 
at  this  dangerous  jundure ;  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing the  people  immediately  interpreted  into 
palpable  fymptoms  of  fear,  and  into  a  plain 
confeffion  of  his  weaknefs ;  by  which  means 
the  fpirit  of  revolt  became  more  ripe,  and  the 
malcontents  more  bold  and  infolent. 

The  next  and  lefs  exceptionable  proceeding 
was  to  lay  open  the  whole  life,  defcent,  and 
adventures  of  Otropief,  before  the  king  of  Po- 
land, and  to  expoilulate  with  him  on  account 
of  the  protection  which  was  offered  in  his 
territories  to  fo  barefaced  an  impoflon  With 
this  intent  he  difpatched  to  the  Polifli  court 
an  infant  boyar  and  a  monk,  who  had  been  the 
familiar  companions  of  Otropief.  But  Sigif^ 
mond,  from  his  great  (hare  in  the  ftake,  had 
no  inclination  to  be  undeceived.  Far  there* 
fore  from  granting  them  audience,  the  only 
favour,  or  rather  mercy  they  could  obtain, 
confided  in  an  eafy  death.  Their  fate  could 
not  however  deter  the  Czar  from  fending 
Smirnoi  Otropief,  the  uncle  of  the  impoftor, 

.  '<*  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  474.    This  timid  and  fatal  policj 
is  alfo  noticed  by  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  310. 

intQ 
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iQ,to  PoUnd.  Hid  miffion  was  attended  with 
a  (Imilar  dirappointment'/;  though  he  had 
the  fecret  confolation  to  retire  without  being 
facrificed  to  the  fears  or  fufpicions  of  his 
nephew. 

In  this  feafoA  of  approaching  tumult  and 
pOblic  diftradion,  when  the  wife  and  mod^ 
rate  looked  forward  with  a  deep  anxiety  for 
their  own  and  the  general  J  welfare,  when  the 
Blinds  of  tht  guilty  and  vain  were  bent  oa 
the  moft  fanuftic  profpedls,  and  all  who 
were  bankrupts  in  fame  and  fortune  were 
bent  on  embroiling  the  ftate ;  the  patriarch 
and  clergy,  to  revive  the  drooping  fpirtta 
of  the  monarch,  fent  their  deputation  into 
Poland,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  be  received 
and  treated  with  all  poffible  refpe£b  and  at-* 
tention ;  but  in  this  idea  they  were  greatly 
deceived.  In  the  perfon  of  their  ambaf-* 
iador  Poltichof  they  faw  the  law  of  nations 
violated ;  he  was  thrown  into  the  prifon  of 
Kief  by  the  orders  of  the  identical  prince 
Oftrojoiki  ^\  whofe  fuperftition  had  been  fo 
lately  fhocked  at  the  loofe  behaviour  of  the 
monk  Otropief,  in  the  convent  of  Petthcrfki, 
but  who  now,  like  other  politicians,  ihifted 
his  cpndud  according  to  the  changes  of  the 

3'  Radian  Impoftor,  p.  47. 

^*  Levefqucy  torn.  iil.  p.  »73— 275. 

Z  im« 
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impoflor's  external  circumftances.  Sa  trail* 
iient  among  weak  minds  becomes  the  paffion 
of  hatred,  fo  foon  is  it  difmayed  and  foftened 
into  the  tone  of  fawning  adulation,  when  its 
dbje£k  rifes  to  unforefeen  greatnefs. 

With  augmenting  ftrength,  the  impatience 
and  ambition  of  the  impoftor  alfo  augmented^ 
The  ipoft  indefatigable  exertions  were  now 
made  by  himfelf,  the  palatine,  and  the  other 
Poliih  nobles  who  had  efpoufed  his  caufe,  to 
place  the  Ruffian  diadem  on  his  head  by  vio- 
lence of  arms :  and  fortune  fmiled  propitiour 
on  their  firft  attempts.  The  Cofacks  of  the 
Don,  a  refllefs,  bold,  and  refractory  people, 
averfe  to  the  inflexible  rigour  of  Boris,  who, 
much  againft  their  inclination,  was  taming 
them  to  the  yoke  of  a  more  exad  difcipline  ^^ 
than  they  had  hitherto  been  accuftomed  to, 
no  fooner  learnt  that  Poland  contained  the 
lawful  heir  of  Ruilia,  than  they  commillioned 
Korela  their  Hetman,  and  other  chiefs  of  dif- 
tinguiihed  credit,  to  tend  him  their  homage^ 
He  was  found  by  theie  deputies,  bufied  in 
warlike  preparations  againft  Ruffia;  whilft 
the  difciplined  troops,  which  the  mod  confi- 
derable  of  the  Polifh  nobility  had  attached  to 
his  canfe,  imprefTed  thefe  barbarians  with  st 

"  Tookc,  vol.1,  p.  $ia 
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verieratibn  for  his  pcrfon  and  a  relpcfl:  for  h\i 
court.  Nor  can  it  furprifc  us  that  th^y  fliould 
iinplicitly  accredit  the  ftory  of  their  new 
mailer  to  whom  they  had  fworn  allegiance,  as 
the  real  fon  of  Ivan,  when  his:  title  was 
acknowledged  by  men  of  fuch  confpicuous 
rank,  and  far  their  fuperiors  in  judgment* 

Whether  the  feeds  of  difcontent  were  al- 
ready germinated  in  the  army,  or  that  their 
fears  bad  damped  their  alacrity,  Boris,  before 
he  had  covered  his  frontiers  with  fliffieient 
troops,  received  intelligence  that  his  high- 
fpirited  and  adliive  rival  was  rapidly  advan^ 
cing  to  Tchetnigof,  with  an  army  of  four 
fhoufand  Poles '\  The  Kniaz  Ivan  Tatief 
commanded  this  place ;  a  loyal,  refolute,  and 
zQive  man  ;  and  whofe  determination,*  con- 
iiftent  with  his  character,  was  to  hold  out  to 
the  laft  extremity ;  but  an  infurredion  among 
his  troops  add  the  populace  defeated  this  ho- 
nourable defign ;  and  he  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  make  his  appearance  in  chains  before 
the  impoftor,  whofe  pretenfions  were  recdg- 

*♦  Coxe»  vol.  ii.  p.  5.  The  well-iaformed  Margerec, 
p.  35*  faysy  that  he  entered  Ruffia  *'  avec  environ  quatre 
mille  hommes ;"  while  other  writers,  lefs  fuppKed  with 
authentic  materials,  fwell  the  ^cotint  to  twenty-four  thou- 
fand  horfcj  and  to  more  than  twenty  thoufand  Poles.  See  a 
Brief  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruffia,  p.  14. 
Le  Czar  Demetritts>p.  342. 

Z  5  niz'"' 
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ni2ed  by  the  tewn  with  an  oath  of  fiddtty* 
This  cxampk  was  followed  by  fev^  other 
cities ' :«  Thus,  without  drawing  his  fword  ^\ 
Otrcpief  beeame  mafter  of  the.  frontiers. 

The  famfe  of  this  great  fuccefs  quickly 
fyread  Into  Poland.  His  army  was  foon 
fwelled  by  It  crowd  6f  advehturers,  eager  to 
profit  in  the  fpoils  of  Ruffia.  With  tfaefe 
new  recmit«^  he  aj^eared  utider  the  walfo  of 
Novgorod  Severiki^  with  the  fuU  confidence 
of  being,  offered  the  homage  iind  fervioeA  of 
the  people.  But  he  prefently  difcovered  that 
one  fpirit  and  one  mind  aduated  this  town. 
The  people  were  faitbfut,  the  troops  d^ci- 
pltned,  and  their  leader  Bafmanof  ^  eourago- 
ous:  compelled  to  form  the  fiege  according 
to  the  rules  of  fcience,  the  befiegers  were  ha« 
raffed  by  their  frequent  and  fortunate  {allies. 
A  confiderable  army,  raifed  under  the  im- 
mediate infpedion  of  the  Czar,  now  alio 
took  the  fiekl  againft  the  bold  and  fubtle 
rebels  but  they  only  met  to  retreat  to  Sevik 
with  confufion  and  cfiigrace.  Thither  chey 
were  quickly  purfued  by  the  falfe  Czarovitz 

'^  Lt  Ciere,  torn.  ii.  p.  47^. 

5*  Tht  yidorious  impofbor  might  hare  repeated^  with  a 
feeling  (kus£z&ion,  this  fentence  of  the  £ige  Guiccardtni : 
"  Niuna  vrttorfa  cficre  ptu  utile,  pin  predare,  pin  gloriofe 
che  quella»  che  s^acqtoiifta  ienza  danno,  St  fenea  fangue  de' 
fuai  foldati."     Hift.  d^Italia,  lib.  xr.  p.  456. 

*'  Ruflian  Impoftor,  p.  46. 

who 
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who  vould  have  reaped  the  honours  of  a 
lecond  triumph,  if  the  Ruffians  had  not  been 
drnely  reinforced  by  a  ftrong  band  under  the 
eommand  of  Vaffili  Ivanovitz  ChouifkL  Thia 
prtncci  who  had  fo  lately  degraded  himfelf 
by  his  behaviour  to  the  inhabitants  of  Uglitz, 
was  of   a   temper    admirably  calculated  to 
wade  through  this  fcene  of  tumuir,  blood* 
ihed,  and  civil  commotion ;   for  his  favage* 
nefs  of  heart  never  permitted  the  vigour  of 
his  arm  to  be  relaxed  by  any  movements  of 
companion  in  peace  or  war*    Overpowered 
by  this  fre(h  torrent  of  troops,  who  encom* 
pafled  him  on  all  fides,  the  gallant  impoftor 
ftil]  however  rejected  all  idea  of  retreat,  until 
{ix  or  eight  '*  thoufand  of  his  men  were  either  160$. 
killed  or  taken  prifoners,  and  thirty  {necea  of 
bis  cannon  had  proclaimed  the  decifive  vidfcoiy 
of  the  enemy.    .He  then  retired  with  his 
feeble  remnant  of  forces  towards  Poi^timel, 
fupported  by  a  mind  firm  and  i^ndaunted  ifL 
this  hour  of  difil^Gulcy  and  danger. 

Inftead  q£  fpr^ading  (laughter  and  confter- 
nation  among  the  fcaoty/and  exhauft^d  troops 
of  the  impoftor,  by  an  immediate  puriuit^  the 
RuiBanS'  loitered  away  their  time  in  culpable 
repofe,  well  pleafed  with  their  imaginary  cpn-» 

*■  Coxcji  Yol.  ii.  p,  5.      Margai-cr,  p  36,  37.      Rochclle* 
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queft  i  yet  even  this  negligence  might  hava 
been  retrieved^  had  they  dire&ed  their  firft 
attack  againft  the  valiant  rebel;  but  mo- 
tives of  revenge  counterbalanced  their  in*** 
t^reft ;  td  exterminate  the  commander  and  ixw 
habitants  of  an  infignificant  city,  called  Rylfk, 
they  deemed  objeds  of  far  more  confequence 
than  the  deftru^on  of  a  man  who  joined  to 
the  virtues  of  courage  and  patience  all  that 
popular  addrefs  to  win  the  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  all  the  daring  and  unconquerable 
ambition  of  never  lofing  fight  of  his  great 
objed  the  throne.  Bent  on  this  inglorious 
warfare,  they  faw  on  their  approach  to  the 
place,  the  mod  judicious  preparations  of  de- 
fence; whilft  the  citizens  from  thp  battfe- 
ments  rent  the  air  with  the  pqwelcome  founds 
of  their  firm  determination  to  die  in  fupport 
of  the  Gzarovitz  Demetrius.  The  generals  of 
Boris,  who,  in  their  vain  confidence  of  fu- 
perior  ftrength,  had  devotisd  this  paltry  tpwn 
to  inevitable  deftruftion,  were  compelled,  af*- 
ter  five  days'  perfpverapce  *%  to  meafure  back 
their  fleps  without  even  the  honpur  of  having 
molefted  them  in  a  fkirmifli. 

The  Czar  changed  his  general,  but  not  his 
fortune.  To  Fedor  Cheremetief  he  entrufted 
the  fiege  of  Kromy,  occupied  by  fix  thoufan^ 

^?  Margaret,  p.  37. 

Ppfacks. 
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Cofadks,  and  the  chief  partizans  of  his  oppo- 
nent. Cheremetief  reduced  the  fortrefs  to 
aflies.  But  in  his  attempts  to  feize  the  city 
by  aflault,  and  to  make  his  way  through  the 
fcattered  ruins,  he  was  defeated  by  the  in- 
tentional mifcondufl:  of  his  officers.  The  ar- 
tillery was  unfortunately  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  Michael  Soltikof,  who  abandoned  his 
poll  in  the  moft  treacherous  manner,  whilft 
the  Cofacks,  with  a  courage  fharpened  by 
revenge  and  defpair*',  threw  themfelves  on 
the  befiegers,  who  pufillanimonfly  fled,  un- 
mindful of  their  martial  glory.  To  increafe 
their  misfortunes,  an  epidemical  difeafe 
raged  among  the  troops.  After  many  de- 
lays and  confukations,  they  received  from 
Mofcow  the  medicines  prefcribed  by  the 
phyficians  of  the  court.  They  were  admi- 
«iftered  without  any  care  or  caution ;  and  the 
thinking  few  will  perhaps  difcover  no  un- 
charitable fpirit  in  the  fuppofition  that  ihe 
remedy  muft  have  proved  no  lefs  fatal  than 
the  diforder*'. 

^*  Ten  feveral  rimes  (the  words  of  the  author  of  the  Ruf- 
fian  impoftor)  did  the  Ruffians  aiTault  KroTn»  and  were  as 
often  repelled  by  the  obftiuate  valour  of  the  Cofaques, 
p.  62. 

♦'  Levefquei  tom.iii.  p.  277,278. 
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The  flame  of  rebellion  now  fpread  iffclf  to 
the  capital;  all  clafTes  of  men  turned  their 
looks  towards  the  new  claimant  with  ftrong 
indications  of  favour:  but  as  the  people  in 
any  convulfion  of  the  ilate  are  always  the 
moft  prefumptuous,  ftubborn,  and  intradable, 
their  views  not  extending  to  remote  confe- 
queqces,  Boris  thought  if  their  fiery  paflions 
could  be  once  filenced,  the  general  progrefs 
of  difafie£lion  would  foon  be  terminated.  After 
having  revolved  on  many  plans  with  a  fin« 
gular  quicknefs,  for  the  perilous  pofture  of 
a0airs  admitted  of  no  delay ;  he  commanded 
the  patriarch,  (to  whom  the  untaught  rabble 
as  yet  (hewed  the  greateft  reverence,)  and  the 
prince  Ivan  Vaflili  Choufki  (who.  could  pro- 
duce fuch  authentic  evidence  of  the  death  of 
the  young  prince)  to  parade  the  (Ireets  and 
market-places,  for  the  purpofe  of  quieting 
jhe  minds  of  the  people  by  the  pofuive 
aflurance  that  the  real  Demetrius  had  long 
flnce  perifhed,  while  the  ufurper  of  his  name 
was  the  notorious  Gregory  Otropief,  monk 
of  the  Tfchudor  monaftery ;  and  the  more  to 
complete  this  mafter-ftroke  of  policy,  he 
called  in  the  aid  of  the  grand  apparatus  of 
religious  vengeance.  The  impoiW  and  his 
accomplices,  with  all  imaginable  folemnity, 
v^ere  excommunicated  in  the  prefence  of  the 

people. 
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people**.  Nor  can  we  read  with  furprife, 
that  this  fentence  (hould  chlilrtheir  fnind^ 
with  fuperftitious  awei  when  ambition^  iq« 
veiled  with  the  eftfigns  of  fovereignty,  afteif 
trampling  on  the  majefty  of  human  laws^ 
laying  cities  in  fl^m^^  and  thinning  the  land 
by  its  deftruftive  fword,  has  been  ftopped  in 
its  viaoribus  career,  difmayed  by  the  thunder 
of  the  dire  anathema. 

The  deceitful  calm  which  hung  over  the 
city,  the  effea  of  the  dread  interdidl,  wa$ 
however  foon  fucceeded  by  an  unforefeea 
event,  which  once  more  kindled  the  latent 
fparks  of  fedition  into  a  deftruftive  blaze. 
Boris,  rifing  from  his  table^  was  fuddcnly  at- 
tacked with  the  moft  excruciating  pains**. 
On  feeling  the  approach  of  death,  he  haftened 
to  alTume  the  monaftic  habit ;  when,  after  a 

♦*  Levcfque,  torn,  iii.  p.  279.*  Tooke^  vol.  i.  p.  3 10.  Le 
Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  p  481.  Coxe,  vol.  H.  p.  6. ;  and  Gordon's 
Hiftory  of  Ruflja,  &c.  Abcrd.  1755.  vol.  i.  p.  43, 

♦'  It  is  the  opinion  of  fevcral  writers,  that  he  poifoned 
himfclf  on  feeing  the  ne^r  profpod  of  a  revolution.  MuUer 
apud  Coxe,  vol.  i.  p.  402. ;  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  58. ;  La- 
combe,  p  66. ;  Str;ihlenberg,  206. ;  St.  Lazarc,  in  his  Re- 
marques  d'Hiftoire,  Par.  1633.  p.  87. ;  Rochclle,  p.  365.; 
Tookc,  vol.  i.  p.3f3.  Williams's  Ruffia,  p.  58.~.a  refpea^ 
able  body  of  evidence,  but  to  which  caiinot  be  added  the 
authoritative  names  of  Levefque  and  Margeret,  th^  former 
of  whom  feems  to  infinuate,  that,  his  death  was  a  decay  of 
nature  ;  while  the  latter  afferts,  that  he  died  of  an  apoplexy, 
Hiftoire  de  RufEe,  torn,  iii.p.  270.,  Etat  de  Tcmpire  de 
Ruffie,  p.  37. 
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ihcrt  Hlnefs,  he  died  in  the  feventh  year  of  a 
^oraxy  reigp,  a  fad  .example  of  the  fmall  fa- 
tisfa^toa  which  an  ambitious  mind  finds  in 
tibe  illegal  po0eilioa  of  fupreme  power. 


AFTER  his  death  he  was  fucceeded  by  his 
fon  Fedor,  fcarce  fixteen  years  old,  who  was 
folemniy  proclaimed  by  the  patriarch,  the 
boyars,  and  nobles,  who  were  prefent  at 
Mofcow'.  But  a  youth  of  his  experience 
could  ill  control  a  people,  whofe  headftrong 
fury  was  not  to  be  reftrained  by  the  mature 
wifdom  of  Boris.  His  minifters  however 
were  dextrous  in  their  application  to  bufinefs, 
and  diftinguifhed  by  their  fervices  to  the 
houfe  of  Qodpunof.  But  the  people  taking 
advantage  of  the  general  confufion,  led 
Chem  iato  meafures  at  once  mifchievous 
arid  incurable.  Indeed,  to  have  guided  thp 
hjelm  with  prijdeoce  and  fuccefs  in  thefe  tem- 
peftuous  times,  required  a  (ingle  leader,  whofe 
mind  muft  have  bepn  gifted  with  counfels 
always  feafonable,  and  always  adequate,  and 
who  muft  have  difplayed  that  prompt  dif- 
patch,  and  vigorous  difcipline,  and  poflefled 
jbfit  military  reputation  which  could  alone 


?  Coxe,  vol.  li.  p.  6. 

have 
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have  made  an  uncivilized  and  feditious  ags 
unanimous. 

The  laft  link  of  political  union  now  biirft 
afunder.  Doubt  began  to  reign  among  all 
hearts  :  in  vain  *  did  the  archbiftiop  of  Nov- 
gorod tranfport  himrdf  to  the  army  Lying 
before  Kromy  to  ftimulate  their  exertions; 
for  in  all  their  fliow  ot  allegiance,  there  dwelt 
nothing  at  the  bottom  but  repugnance  and 
irrefolutioQ.  The  inhabitants  fought  to  inr 
tveftigate  the  fentiments  of  the  army ;  the 
ichiefs,  the  difpofuion  of  the  cities :  the  re- 
fult  of  thefe  frequent  melfages  demonftrated 
that  the  leaft  commendable  motives  had  pre* 
yailed.  Thp  pities  of  Toula,  Riazan,  and 
Cochire,  werp  amqng  the  firft  to  acknowledge 
Demetrius  for  their  fovereign*.  Bafmanof 
himfelf^  although  he  had  fo  lately  exhibited 
a  moil  glorious  inftance  of  fidelity  in  his  de- 
fencie  of  the  city  of  Novgorod-Severiki, 
Infedled  with  the  general  contagion,  revolted 
to  the  caufe  of  the  rebel.  The  two  princes 
Golit^in,  an(}  others  of  the  fame  rank,  fol- 
lowed bis  example.  One  of  them,  with  all 
the  low  cunning  of  a  daftardly  mind,  contrived 
to  be  prefentqd  to  the  impoftor  loaded  with 
|;hains,  thinking  by  this  contemptible  ma« 

*  LeVefque,  torn.  iil.  p.  284. 

*  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  483. 

J  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  6^.  j  Margeret,  p.  39. 
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nocuvre  his  aflbciatioa  would  be  deemed 
qompulfatory,  fhould  the  adverfe  party  be 
reftored  by  the  ficklenefs  of  fortune  to  th^ir 
former  ilrength  and  independence. 

Thus  elevated  by  this  fudden  change  from 
the  depth  of  defpair  to  the  height  of  profpe- 
|ity,  the  falfe  Czarovitz,  no  longer  dubious 
0f  final  f^ccefs,  appeared  himfelf  to  this  new 
and  impatient  army.  The  moft  faithful  ad- 
herents of  the  royal  party  fled  to  IVlofcow ' 
ion  this  general  confpiracy ;  whilft  the  reft 
came  forwards  to  receive  him  with  all  pofiible 
marks  of  refped.  The  army  refounded  with 
acclamations  on  his  arrivaU  In  perfon  he 
viiiced  the  camp  of  the  befieged,  compofed  of 
an  hundred  thoufand  men,  who,  with  feventy 
pieces  of  cannon,  had  vainly  attempted,  for 
the  fpace  of  three  whole  months,  to  demolifh 
a  city  by  no  means  impregnable  from  its  na- 
.liiral  means  of  defence.  The  long  and  ob« 
iHnate  refiftance  of  this  town  againft  the 
hoftile  engines  of  fuch  an  immenfe  army  muft 
more  decifively  convince  the  reader  of  dif- 
iCernment,  than  all  the  laboured  dcdudion^ 
of  reafon,  that  the  talents  of  the  intrepid  im- 
poftor  amply  equalled  his  ambition  j  fince, 
however  favoured  by  adventitious  circum- 
ftances,  we  muft  acknowledge  that  the  ra-^ 

5  Rochellc,  p.  370. 
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pidity  of  his  attacks,  and  the  fagacity  of  hia 
ftratagems,  with  that  invincible  fpirit  which 
he  imparted  to  his  occafional  defponding 
companions^  were  the  primary  caufes  oS 
his  fuccefs.  On  entering  the  place,  and 
contemplating  the  wretched  ftate  to  which  it 
was  reduced,  he  cried  out  with  all  that  im« 
paflioned  zeal  which  rivets  the  attention  of 
the  vulgar ;  ^^  I  recognize,  in  the  long  oppo* 
fition  of  this  weak  city,  the  uncommon  pro- 
tedion  which  heaven  has  afforded  my  caufe. 

We  mud  alfo  be  allowed  to  notice  in  this 
place  the  humanity  or  policy  of  the  impoftor^ 
which  led  him  to  treat  his  prifoners  with  fa- 
miliarity and  kindnefs ;  to  fufier  the  dead  to  be 
decently  interred,  to  command  his  troops  to 
ihew  mercy  in  the  captured  town  ' ;  while  the 
Ruffians  funk  to  the  fame  common  level  of 

^  Scnfible  of  the  pious  character  of  the  Rufliansy  he  omit- 
ted no  opportunity  of  awakening  their  zeal^  and  of  ftrength- 
,  cning  his  caufe^  by  conftant  appeals  to  heaven  to  fupport 
his  injured  rights.  In  the  prefence  of  his  whole  army,  it 
was)  his  invariable  cuilom  to  pray  aloud  in  thefe  impreflive 
words  before  the  commencement  of  the  battle :  **  Deftroy 
me,  O  juft  Judge»  and  blot  out  my  name  from  among  men, 
if  what  I  undertake  be  done  unjuftly  or  wickedly ;  thou  feefl 
my  innocence >  help  my  mod  righteous  caufe»  I  commend 
myfelf  and  thefe  my  fellow  foldiers  into  thy  protedion,  O 
Queen  of  Heaven.*'  See  this  addrefs  in  Rufiian  Impoftoi> 
p.  87.  He  mud  either  have  been  a  great  hypocrite,  or  tlfit 
thoroughly  convinced  of  his  royal  birthright,  to  have  uttered 
thefe  perilous  words. 

'  Tookc,  vol.  i.  p.  312. 
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dellrudioh  all   their    countrymen  who  had 
been  taken  prifoners  in  his  army  '. 

Yet  notwithflanding  this  acceflion  of  force, 
the  falfe  Demetrius  ftill  difcovered  pfeat  un^ 
willingnefs  to  march  immediately  to  Mofco#, 
from  the   uncertain  accounts  of  his  intereft 
with  the  inhabitants.     *  Bdbre  he  proceeded 
thither,  he  determined  to  fend  two  traitots*, 
who  had  joined  his  party,  for  the  ptirpofe  of 
obtaining    accurate    information    concerning 
the  fentiments  of  the  capital.     We  ate  igno^ 
rant  whether  to  affign  this  proceeding  to  mo- 
tives of  policy,  which  rendered  him  fearful  of 
difgufting,   and   confequently  infpiring  their 
minds  to  rcfiftance,  by  opprefling  them  with 
the  violence  and  ravages  of  war ;   or  to  a  laud- 
able fpirit  of  mercy,  which  urged  him  to  fpare 
the  blood  of  his  countrymen.     The  emiflaries 
departed  with  all  thofe   fenfations  of  terror 
which  men  feel  who  arc  about  to  meet  inftant 
death,  as  the  place  of  their  deftination  was  the 
abode  of  the  moft  zealous  partifans  of  the 
houfe  of  Godounof.     Two  verfts  from  Mof- 

"  Margeret,  vol.  i.  p.  8.  A  writer  not  very  favourable 
to  Demetrius,  tlius  dclinciites  his  charaAer ;  **  He  was  a 
gentleman  very  comely  of  pcrfonage,  a<5live  of  body,  and 
a  great  fcholar,  highly  afie^ing  the  Englilh,  German,  and 
PoHih  nations,  being  alfo  himftif  f<.r  his  valour  and  gcnero- 
fity  highly  beloved  by  his  viflorious  army.'*  See  a  Brief 
Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  RulTia,  p.  15* 

•  Levc£quc,  torn,  iii.  p.  2^^, 
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COW  ftands  a  confiderable  village,  caBed 
Krafno-Celo;  here  they  halted,  with  the 
full  expectation  of  being  dragged  to  punifh- 
ment.  The  peafants  however,  who  had  So 
long  detefted  the  adminiftration  of  Boris, 
and  who  felt  no  affedlion  for  the  pre- 
fent  unfettled  government,  ran  with  eager 
joy  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  the  deputies  of 
the  Czarovitz.  The  officers  fent  to  arreft 
them  did  not  poflefs  fufficient  courage  or 
loyalty  to  approach  the  village  on  beholding 
their  formidable  zeal. 

"**  The  boldnefs  of  Pouchin  and  Pleftchief, 
thefe  fervants  of  rebellion,  now  increafed 
with  their  powen  At  the  head  of  the  armed 
peafants  of  Krafno-Celo  they  proceeded  to 
the  principal  fquare  of  Mofcow,  and  were 
joined  in  their  way  by  a  prodigious  concourle 
hf  people,  and  by  a  ftrong  band  of  the  Stre- 
litzes,  who  alio  had  left  the  city.  The  inter- 
pofition  of  religion  was  now  for  the  firft  time 
ineffedual ;  at  the  preffing  intreaties  of  the 
boyars,  the  patriarch  once  more  made  his  ap- 
pearance among  the  people  to  quell  the  fpread- 
ing  infurre£tion ;  but  all  his  earned  exhorta- 
tions of  keeping  inviolable  their  oaths  of 
atlegiance  were  overwhelmed  by  feditious 
clamours.     The  agents  of  the  impoftor  then 

'•  Lc'CIerc,  torn.  11.  p.  /^84. 
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cried,  "  Lmg  live  the  C%ar  Demetrius  C^ 
ivhich  was  anfwered  with  the  mpft  frantic  ac- 
clamations ;  fox  fuch  has  been  in  all  ages  the 
incenfe  and  charaderiftic  tribute  of  the  vul- 
gar, alike  regardlefs  whether  the  objed  of 
their  applaufe  pofleflfes  the  heart  of  the  fen- 
guinary  Nero,  or  of  the  amiable  Titus.  Whea 
their  (hours  of  approbation  had  fubfided,  with 
looks  of  furious  refentment  they  ru(hed  to« 
wards  the  royal  palace,  feized  the  widow  of 
Godounouf  the  Czar,  her  fon,  and  Axenia, 
fifter  to  the  young  prince ;  and  to  heighten 
their  mifery,  lodged  them  in  the  very  hou^e 
Boris  had  occupied  in  a  private  ftation,  which 
they  furrounded  with  a  ftrid  guard,  to  hinder 
them  from  making  any  attempt  to  efcape. 
The  houfes  of  the  great  now  experienced 
every  fpecies  of  rapine  and  licentioufnefs.  In 
this  fcene  of  riot,  havoc,  and  confufion,  all 
the  kinfmen  and  adherents  of  Godounof 
perifhed  by  the  edge  of  the  fword  ",  while 
their  houfes  were  razed  to  the  ground,  and 
their  fiefs  and  villages  experienced  every  fpe- 
cies of  depredation* 

"*  Apprized  of  the  fubmiflion  of  Mofcow, 
Ctropief  advanced  towards  Toula.  He  there 
received  the  deputies  of  the  capital,  accom- 


■'  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p. 73. 

"  LeTcfquc,  torn,  Lii.  p.  287, 188,  2 89. 
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panied  with  a  crowd  of  nobility,  who  came  to 
acknowledge  his  rights  in  the  name  of  the 
people  and  boyars,  and  who  dlfplayed  all  that 
fervile  adulation  which  has  fuch  little  connec- 
tion with  the  heart.  At  the  head  of  this  de- 
putation were  the  princes  Vorotinfki  and 
Teliatevfki :  at  the  fame  time  arrived  the 
Deputies  of  the  Cdfacks  of  the  Don.  The 
calumniators  of  the  impoftor  affirm,  that  on 
this  occaGon  he  firft  evinced  his  diflike  to^ 
wards  the  Ruffian  nobility.  The  Cofacks^ 
according  to  their  report,  were  the  firft  ho- 
noured with,  an  audience :  thefe  fierce  barba- 
rians infulted  the  envoys  of  Mofcow,  after- 
wards  ftruck  the  perfon  of  prince  Teliatevfki, 
and  then  threw  him  into  prifon.  But  peace 
and  good  order  are  the  work  of  time  and 
labour ;  can  therefore  the  exceffes  committed 
by  a  powerful  and  undifciplined  foldiery,  in 
the  heat  of  general  anarchy,  be  imputed  with 
juftice  to  their  new  fovereign,  whofe  authority 
could  never  be  exerted  with  effedl;  whilft 
the  very  attempt  perhaps,  inflead  of  averting, 
would  not  only  have  increafed  their  cruelty, 
and  expofed  him  to  ridicule,  difgrace  aqd 
expulfion. 

The  ctofe  imprifonment  of  the  Czar  and 
his  mother  could  not  quiet  the  fears  of  the 
ufurper  ;  be  flill  conceived  that  he  had  real 
ground   for  apprehenfion  as   long  as  they 

A  a  exifled. 
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es:ifted.  The  princes  GdIUzui,  Maffaliki^ 
and  Bafmanof  (wbofe  *  turpitude  was  now 
found  equal  to  bis  former  valour  and  fide- 
lity), were  therefore  empowered  to  put  a 
period  to  their  fuiferings. 

puided  by  the  fame  views  of  prudence,  the 
impoftor  was  now  to  authorife  a  deed,  which) 
while  it  caft  a  deep  fiain  on  his  gratitude,  yet 
ftiil  muft  be  confnlered  as  the  effed  of  fatal 
neceffity.  ,  To  remove  the  patriarch  from 
his  ecclefiaftical  throne,  who  had  loved  and 
patronized  the  virtues  of  the  monk  Otropief, 
but  who  deteiled  the  crimes  of  the  falfe  De* 
metrius,  formed  his  next  daring  refolution. 
A  band  o£  ruffians  entered  the  palace  of  the 
venerable  pontifiF,  condud);ed,  or  rather  drag- 
ged him  to  the  cathedral,  and  at  the  foot  of 
thofe  altars  where  he  had  fo  often  ftruck  the 
people  with  reverential  awe  in  the  perform* 
ance  of  his  facred  fundions,  his  pontifical 
veftments  were  forcibly  ftripped  off  with  all 
that  infolence  which  invariably  accompanies 
hardened  villainy.  Clothed  afterwards  in  the 
habit  of  a  common  monk,  the  mild  luftre  of 
his  virtues  were  for  ever  obfcured  in  the 
gloom  of  a  remote  monaftery. 

Having  thus,  unmolefted  by  any  oppofi* 
tion,  degraded   an  adverfary,  whofe    ready 
eloquence  and  authoritative  charader  might 
have  juftly  provoked  his  fears,  Otropief  pro- 
nounced 
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nounced  the  orders  for  aAothcr  deed,  whicli^  In 
comparifon  with  the  former,  was  accompanied 
with  trivial  diflSculty  and  danger.     Golitzin 
and  Maflalfki,  with  two  other  noblemen,  and 
a  flender  train  of  foldiers,  came  to  the  palace 
where  the  young  Czar  was  mournfully  feated 
between  his  mother  and  fifter,  hourly  await-, 
ing  the  minifters  of  death.      *'  The  tragic 
fcene  was  opened  by  the  ftrangling  of  the 
Czarina,  whilft  her  /on,  torn  from  her  ftrug- 
gling    arms,    and    thruft    into     a    feparate 
apartment,    fuftained    a    long  conteft    with 
fbur  of  hiff  aflafEns.     At  laft  one  of  them 
overpowered  and  fufibcated  him.  The  bodies 
of  thefe  two  illuftrious  vidtims  were  then  ex- 
pofed  to  the  view  of  the  people,  who,  without 
the  previous  labour  of  inveftigation,  accre- 
dited the    report  of  their  having  poifoned 
therofelves.    '*  While  the  youth  and  exquifite 
beauty  of  Axenia  only  efcaped  to  be  im- 
mured for  ever  in  the  convent  of  Vladimir, 
Thus  was  the  race  of  Boris  excluded  from 
ihe  Ruffian  throne ;  and  to  juftify  this  ex« 
;  tindion,  which  fo  boldly  bade  defiance  to  the 

"  The  ftrangling  of  the  Czaf  only  is  mentioned  in  the 
Brief  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Raffia,  p.  15. 

■♦  To  blacken  his  charader»  the  oppodte  party  have  de- 
clared that  Axenia  was  indebted  for  her  life  to  his  luft  and 
her  beauty  ;  but  the  chaftity  of  Demetrius  in  this  particular 
is  moft  ably  vindicated  from  every  afperfion  by  the  impartial 
Levefqne,  torn.  iil«  p.  2oa. 

A  a  a  laws 
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laws  of  jaftice  and  the  obligations  of  morality^ 
can  only  be  attempted  by  the  advocates  of 
ftate  policy  '•* 


1*05.  NOW,  no  longer  beholding  any  competi'* 
tion  to  remove  or  enemy  to  punifli,  the  im- 
poftor  made  his  folemu  entry  into  the  capital 
en  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  furrounded  by 
a  numerous  retinue  of  noblemen,  with  the 
two  afmies,  lluflian  and  Polifli,  forming  the 
rear  of  this  fplendid  proceflion'.  All  the 
bells  founded  their  peals  of  joy,  all  the  fireets, 
windows,  tops  of  houfes,  and  other  confpi- 
cuous  places  fwarmed  with  a  multitude  of 
'  people,  who  as  he  paiTed  along  received  him 

**  Monf.  dc  le  Aoclielle  in  his  Czar  bemetrius^  p.  374, 
375.  ever  eager  to  defend  and  extol  his  herot  in  oppoiinon 
to  the  bed  authorities,  afTerts  that  the  fon  and  mother  be<< 
came  their  own  dcflro^ers.  I  am  obliged  to  notice  this 
erroneous  declaration  in  Ruflian  Impoftor»  p*  72.  St.  Lazare> 
in  p.  89.  Rehiarques  d'Hiftoire,  embraces  the  f^me  opinion 
and  in  p.  102.  contradids  his  own  evidence  ;  but  this  Is  not 
the  only  place  where  this  hiftorian  has  forgot  himfcif  when 
ipeaking  of  Ruflian  aiFairs  ;  \?hile  the  fenfible  and  obferving 
fecretary  of  the  Perfian  embairy*  Adam  Oleariust  thus  re* 
lates  the  tranfadlion,  with* freedom  or  with  malevolence : 
•*  Demetrius  envoya  un  Diakou  fccretaire  avec  ordre  d' 
etrangler  la  mere  Sc  le  filsy  &  de  ^ire  couvrir  le  bruk  qu'ils 
s'etoient  empoifonezf"  torn.  i.  liv.  iii«  p.  266*  See  likcwife 
Margertt,  p.  39. 

^  Levefquet  torn.  ill.  p.  291.    Le  Clerc,  tom.ii.  f'^9g. 

with 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  357 

vi^ith  the  moft  profound  and  Hatt^rlng  pro^ 
feflions  of  joy  and  refped^;  the  clergy  with 
their  images  and  croffes  met  him  in  the  mar- 
ket place.  He  there  alighted  from  his  milk* 
white  courfer,  and  advanced  to  the  cathedral 
to  acknowledge  the  bounty  of  Heaven  in  or- 
daining fo  triumphant  a  return  to  his  king« 
dom.  At  the  fame  moment  they  chaunted 
their  prayers,  the  Polifh  army  drowned  their, 
pious  voices  by  the  harlh  mufie  of  cymbala 
and  trumpets.  This  unfeafonabie  novelty  pro- 
duced a  momentary  diftiirbance  among  aU 
ranks,  who  regarded  it  as  an  infult  to  their 
religion;  for  in  RuiGa  warlike  inftrumenta 
are  never  fufiered  to  be  confounded  with 
holy  chaunts '. 

Recognized  by  the  whole  nation,  Otro- 
pief  wiihed  his  fovereign  authority  to  be  for- 
tified by  the  rites  of  royal  imdion  .and  con- 
fecration.  ^  He  appointed  the  arcbbifhop  of 
Eiazen  to  fiU  up  the  fird  of  ecclefiaftical  dig- 

*  Ruffian  [;nipoftor»p.  7$.  Hear  the  poetic  fsddtationof 
the  fervilc  RuiTnns :  "  Long  Jive  the  Great  Duke  of  RuiSa  | 
thou  art  the  right  and  bright  morning  ftar  that  now  (hlnes 
in  Ruflia.*'    Ruffian  Impoftor,  p..  77. 

'  «*  lis  ncfouffrent  point <ji'orgups  ni  d'autresjnftruments 
de  muiique  dans  leur  eglifes|  &  ils  difent  flir  cela  q%e  les 
chofes  inanim^es  ne  ibnc  pa^'eapable  de  glortlier  fii'Dieu.t' 
7he  words  of  piearius>  toln*  i-  Jiv.  iii.  p.  3^8.-^If  they  were 
guilty  of  no  other  errors  in  religion,  we  ihould  not  have  oc* 
^fion  fo  often  to  lament  and  expofe  their  iiiper|litiou^  -. 

♦  X<<cy.efque9  jtom.  iii.  p.  zgf, 

A  A  3  nitie^i 


3J8  .   HISTORY  OF  THE 

nities,  fo  lately  vacant  by  his  political  injufticc. 
This  prelate,  of  Greek  extradion,  who  firft 
appeared  in  Rufiia  under  the  reign  of  Fedor 
lyanovitz,  maintained  in  all  his  adions  the 
reputed  charader  of  his  countrymen ;  fubtle^ 
domineering,  inflexible^  and  avaricious  ;  ca- 
pably of  concealing  the  moft  deteftable  in** 
(rigues  under  the  difguife  of  fandity,  and 
willing  to  immolate  ail  duties  both  public  and 
private  at  the  ihrine  of  ambition ;  in  (hurt,  he 
was  juft  the  inftrument  which  the  pofture  of 
Otropicf 's  aflFairs  fo  efTentially  deman4ed.  Oa 
the  laft  day  of  July '  the  falfe  Czarovitz  re* 
ceived  from  the  hands  of  the  new  patriarch 
the.  ctown  of  the  Czar,  under  the  name  q{ 
Demetrius  Ivanovitz. 

A  rooft  curious  and  interefting  meeting 
foon  afterwards  occurred,  which  was  managed 
with  fi^ch  confummate  art,  as  to  convince  the 
credulous  vulgar,  and  ftagger  evea  the  fuf- 
pidoQS  of.  refleding  men.  The  widow  of 
Ivan,  the  mother  of  Demetrius,  yet  furvived 
the  injuries  of  oppreffion:  could  then  hejr 
fuppofed  fon,  on  his  coming  to  the  thronet 
permit  a  princefs  no  lefs  venerable  from  her 
age,  than  remarkable  from  her  numerous  mif- 
fortunes,  to  languiih  in  a  dreary  and  forrow*- 
ful  retreat  an  hundred  leagues*  diftant  from 

'  Marg^ett  p.  40. 

•  See  die  Report  of  a  Mafccre  atMofcow. 

the 
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the  capital  ?  would  iiot  fuch  Inhumanity  be- 
tray the  moil  ftrong  and  indifputable  marks 
of  his  impofture  ?  while  to  fee  her,  and  not  to 
be  embraced  ae  her  loft  fon,  would  inevitably 
provoke  the  doubts  of  the  multitude,  and 
their  doubts  might  be  the  prelude  of  a  bid- 
den and  general  infurredion.  But  perhaps 
Inaccurate  obfervations  on  human  nature, 
not  more  than  the  fanguinenefs  of  his  dif«* 
pofition,  induced  him  to  hope,  that  by  res- 
cuing her  from  her  prefent  meannefsand  ob- 
fcurity  of  ftation,  and  by  having  avenged  her 
wrongs  in  the  extirpation  of  Boris  and  his 
-^lumfrous  kinfmen;  gratitude,  co-operating 
with  the  fears  of  immediate  punifliment^ 
would  tempt  her  to  receive  him  as  the  true 
image  of  Ivan,  and  the  legitimate  fucceflbr  to 
the  Ruffian  throne  ^     Buoyed  up   by   this  ^ 

train  of  re6e£tions ;  he  difpatcbed  an  hand- 
feme  efcort  to  condu6:  her  from  the  convent 
to  Mofcow.  From  the  city  'he  advanced  to 
meet  her^  fallowed  by  an  Lnoumerabie  con- 
^ourfe  of  people.  Thofe  who  had  favoured 
his  plans,  from  the  impulfe  of  blind  credu* 

'  There  is  roach  political  fa ga city,  much  infight  |n  the 
lium^n  chara<fter  to  be  difcovercd  in  the  following  obferva- 
tioH  of  Adam  Olcanus:  **  La  bonne  d:une  i^avoTt  pdurtant 
fort  bien  que  Demetrius  fon  fils  avoit  ete  tue,  mats  ielle  difli* 
muloic  adroitment;  tant  a  cauffe  du  refTcntiment  qu'elle 
avoit  contre  la  memoirc  de  Boris  &  dc  pcnr  d'etre  maltraitee 
par  cc  faux  Demetrius  i"  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  2i^»7. 

A  a  4  lity, 
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lity,  or  reftlefs  ambitioa,  thofe  who  were  at- 
tached |o  his  perfon,  and  thofe  who  rejefied 
his  pretentions  with  fecret  difdaio,  were  all 
equally  anxious  to  be  fpedators  of  this  extras- 
ordinary  interview. 

Demetrius,  for  by  this  name  we  muft  now 
call  him,  on  beholding  his  mother,  alighted 
from  his  horfe,  ran  and  threw  himfelf  iiaio 
her  inviting  arms  j  they  prefled  each  othe^o 
the  heart  like  deareft  relatives  long  feparated* 
ihed  tears  of  joy  at  their  wonderful  deliver- 
ance, while  in  all  their  tender  carelTes,  un^ 
tutored  nature  Teemed  to  play  her  fpontaneous 
part.  The  Czarina  was  then  conduded  by 
her  affedionate  fon  to  the  monaftery  of  the 
Afcenfion,  where  apartments  were  prepared 
fuitable  in  every  refped  to  the  mother  of  the 
reigning  fovereign  *. 

Malignity,  who  treats  truth  with  the  fame 
difrefped  as  flattery,  though  her  afTertions  are 
more  accredited  fron^  the  toi^e  of  indepen-* 

•  Coxey  vol.  iu  p.  7. ;  VoJtsdre  Hift.  Gen.  torn.  v.  p.  166^ 
Rochellc,  p.  377. ;  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  83 — 85. ;  Levcfque, 
torn,  ill*  p.  294. ;  Willtamsy  p.  60. ;  Le  Clerc>  torn.  ii.  p« 
4869  487.  All  thefe  writers  confirm  the  tendernefs  and  joy 
exprefled  by  the  mother  and  fon  on  this  interefting  inter- 
Yiew.  St.  Lazare  relates,  that  after  (he  had  converfcd,  **un 
quart  d'bcure,"  with  her  fon,  *'  en  prcfence  de  la  nobleiTe  & 
du.peuplc,  iffe  moun$p  en  foncaroffeJ^  Rem.  d-Hiftoire,  p. 
103.  I  wonder  from  what  fource  he  could  have  picked  up 
fuch  an  Incredible  ftpry. 

dence 
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dence  with  \vhich  (he  utters  theni)  has  de* 
dared  that  Demetrius  again  filled  tbf  ahy 
with  informers;  but  the  relation  of  one  a^ 
will  be  fufficient  to  defeat  the  malice  of  this 
report,  and  to  fatisfy  the  candid  and  impartial, 
that,  when  not  influenced  by  ftate  motives, 
he  could  add  to  his  other  laurels  the  palm  of 
clemency  and  juftice. 

The  prince  Vaflili  Ivanovitz  Chouiiki 
Plight  be  deemed  his  chief  enemy  from  fe« 
veral  circumftances ;  as  the  fon  of  the  Czar 
Ivan,  he  could  not  acknowledge  him  without 
^vowing  his  difhonourable  coHufion  with 
Boris  in  the  myfterious  aflfair  of  Uglitz, 
where  it  may  be  remembered  his  report  had 
teftified,  that  he  himfelf  had  feep  and  mi-  . 
nutely  examined  the  corpfe  of  the  Czaro«* 
vitz ;  while  the  other  alternative  of  adhering 
to  that  declaration  was  no  lefs  dangerous^ 
though  more  worthy  of  a  refolute  cha« 
ra£ter.  His  death  therefore  appeared  ne« 
ceiTary  to  the  new  Czar,  from  motives  of  po^ 
}icy  as  well  ^s  of  revenge ;  but  the  courage 
of  Demetrius  fcorned  to  embrue  his  hands  in  . 
the  blood  of  the  conquered:  he  was  even 
permitred  to  enjoy  his  proftituted  dignities 
until  the  vigilance  of  government  deteded 
him  10  a  confpiracy  which  endangered  the 
life  of  the  Czar.  He  was  then  arrefted  with 
his  accomplices :  Demetrius,  actuated  by  the 

fen- 
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femlmentt  of  equity,  felt  extremely  de(irou« 
that  Aeir  condemnatioa  or  acquittal  fhould 
be  pronounced  in  the  mod  public  and  folema 
manner;  he  did  not  therefore  place  their 
lives  in  the  bafe  and  incapable  hands  of  lordly 
fycophants  and  courtly  flatterers,  who  fully 
and  difgrace  the  temple  of  juflice  by  an  entire 
devotion  to  the  caprice  and  will  of  their  ar« 
bitrary  fovereign,  but  more  nobly  fubmitted 
them  in  the  court  of  his  palace  to  the  un- 
biafTed  judgment  of  the  people.  Chouifki 
was  convicted,  and  fentenced  to  death  for 
high  treafon  by  their  unanimous  decifion^ 
while  his  accomplices  were  condemned  to  a 
prifon  *. 

But  the  fatal  lenity'*'  and  indulgence  of 
Demetrius  forbade  this  falutary  decree  againft 
Chouifki  to  be  executed.  The  widow  of  Ivan, 
no  doubt  on  the  private  injundions  of  her 
real  or  pretended  fon,  implored  the  pardon 
of  the  criminaL  Influenced  therefore.  In  ap« 
pearance,  by  her  folicitations,  though  in  re- 
hXxtf  by  the  generous  defire  of  gaining  all 

.   f  LeveTque/tOfn.  iiL  p.  1969  29J. 

■•  Margeret  juftly  obferves  in  his  old  French,  "  f  a  eft^  if 
plus  grande  faute  que  jamais  rEmpereur  Demetrius  ^uft 
I9CU  commcttra,  car  cecy  luy  a  procure  fa  morte  "  Etat  de 
TEmpir^  Ruffe,  p.  40.  j  RochcWe*  P-196-  ;  A  Brief  MTfto;. 
rical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruifia,  p.  1 7. ;  Ruiliaii  In^*- 
poftorp  p.  91.;    WUliam&'s  RufH^s  p-  61.  ;  Coxe,  vol. -ii^ 

hearta 


REVOLUTIONS  OP  RUSSIA.  j«l 

hearts  by  bia  mercy,  he  wilUngly  confented, 
that  inftea4  of  receiving  death  for  his  «on- 
fpiracy,  he  fliould  only  be  committed  to  pn^ 
ion :  nor  was  the  period  long  befor(e  he  was 
finally^  reftored  to  all  his  original  honours. 
Thus,  inftead  of  fufFering  a  bjoody  and  corrupt 
race  to  infufe  terror  and  defpair  among  the 
hearts  of  people  according  to  thereprefentatibns 
of  malevolence,  he  feems  by  this  fplendid  aft 
of  virtue  td  have  fought  an  atonement  for  his 
paft  unavoidable  crimes,  and  to  have  recoil^ 
died  all  ranks  to  his  power  by  this  diiplay  of 
moderation  and  benevolence  "• 

The  Czar,  now  no  longer  taught  to  believe 
that  the  poifon  of  inteftine  cabals  lurked  iu 
the  vitals  of  his  government,  and  that  the 
blafta  of  oppolition,  however  uoexpedted  and 
impetuous,  could  not  overturn  a  throne  fup* 
ported  by  the  attachment  of  his  fubjeds,  dif«- 
^  patched  Vlaflief,  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  qua* 
lity  of  ambaflador  to  the  Polifli  court.  This  1606. 
ftatefman,  from  his  found  judgment  and  ex- 
tenfive  acquaintance  with  the  views  and  inr 
terefts  of  the  neighbouring  ftates,  had  already 
executed  many  important  miffions  with  fuc- 
cefs ;  he  was  therefore  well  qualified  for  the 
diredion  of  af!airs  committed  to  his   trull. 


»■  *f  II  vouloit  p^r  cc  trait  dc,  clemcncc,  &  dc  gencrofite 
calmer  les  efpritSy  &  s'attirer  Pcftime  Sc  Paffe^lion  dc  fes 
fujetSt'^  is  the  judicious  remark  of  Lacombci  p.  7«* 

His 
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His  firft  objed  was  to  procure  an  alliance  be- 
tweea  Sigifmond  and  his  mafter,  particularly 
againft  the  Turks.  This  treaty  however 
.  could  not  be  ratified  without  the  interference 
of  the  diet,  but  he  obtained  the  promife  of 
Sigifmond  to  propofe  this  bufinefi  at  the  next 
conventioa. 

Demetrius^  whole  tender  paflion  had  never 
faded  away  or  funk  into  oblivion,  during  all 
the  ftagee  of  his  ambitious  undertaking,  alfo 
charged  his  iecretary  to  demand  for  him  in 
marriage  the  daughter  of  the  palatine  of 
Sendomir.  The  nuptials  of  Sigifmond  with 
Gonftance  the  Archduchefs  of  Auilria  had 
drawn  to  Cracow  all  the  grandeur,  wealth', 
and  power  of  the  kingdom ;  in  the  prefencc 
of  this  crowded  and  brilliant  aflembly,  and 
with  every  circumftance  of  religious  pomp, 
the  Ruffian  ambaflador  affianced  the  heirefs 
•of  Mnilheck  in  the  name  of  his  mafter ;  the 
benedidion  was  beftowed  by  the  cardinal 
Matiiovfki  bifliop  of  Cracow  '*,  to  the  great 
umbrage  of  the  Ruffians,  who  fo  invariably 

c 

'  '*  Lc  Clcrc^  torn.  ii.  p.  4^9*  Margcret,  p.  40.  Ruffiaji 
Impoftoi't  p.  95 — 97 •  In  the  entertainment  given  by  Si- 
gifmond to  Marina>  on  her  nuptials,  jewels  to  tlic  value  of 
t>vo  hundred  tkoufand  dncats  (the  prefents  of  her  royaj 
lover)  were  ferved  up  to  the  tabic  in  the  laft  courfe^  inftead 
of  fruit ;  a  noble  and  magnificent  exchange  :  and  from  this 
example  we  may  form  fome  eftimate  of  the  wealth  of  the 
Ruffian  treafury  in  the  fcycntecnth  century. 

pre- 
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profeifed  a  deep-rooted  hatred  to  the  here^ 
tkal  tenets  of  the  Romi(h  church. 

The  beautiful  and  afpiring  Marina,  ac- 
companied by  her  father,  made  her  entry  on 
the  firft  of  May.  Her  ardent  lover,  with  his 
accuftomed  attention,  haftened  even  to  Mo* 
jaifk  to  congratulate  their  anivah  In  all  the 
towns  the  populace  welcomed  her  with  accla- 
mations ;  the  fuperior  orders  vied  with  each 
other  in  hollow  profeflions  of  obfequious 
duty;  while  the'*  inhabitants  of  Mofcow 
piqued  themfelves  on  outftripping,  by  the 
fplendour  of  their  preparations,  every  other 
dty  which  had  received  her  admired  perfon. 
From  every  window  hung  pieces  of  fcarlet 
ornamented  with  gold  and  filver,  and  every 
ftreet  through  which  flie  palTed  was  covered 
with  a.  golden  cloth  of  Perfia.  This  pomp, 
thefe  burfts  of  joy  aod  general  feflivity, 
ieemingly  gave  omens  of  a  profperous  reign  "^^ 
But  the  noxious  weed  of  difcontent  was  only^ 
checked  to  fpring  up  with  redoubled  vigour. 
Condu&ed  to  the  palace  of  the  Czars,  fhe 
there  received  the  compliments  of  the  no- 
bility; afterwards  her  refidence  was  fixed 
near  the  Czarina  at  the  magnificent  convent 


f'  Rochelle^  p.  4C0. 

'^  See  a  full  account  of  her  entrance  and  receptioa  In 
Ruilian  Impoftor,  p.  |^8|  99* 
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of  the  Afcenfion  utittl  the  nuptial  rites  were 
celebrated. . 

The  firft  appearances  of  public  fufpicion 
and^difgufl:  arofe  from  the  policy  or  afiec^ 
tation  of  Mniflieck,  who,  to  imprefs  the  Ruf- 
fians With  exalted  notions  of  hirconfequence^ 
or  to  provide  for  thc^fccurity  of  his  fon^in*' 
kw^  had  brought  with  him  four  thoufand 
^  Poles.  So  numerous  a  band  of  armed  ftrangera 
were  highly  alarming  to  the  fears,  and  no  lefs 
ofienfive  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  But 
the  public  difcontent  was^  foon  quickened  into 
Kproachful  clamours  and  murmuring  impre^ 
cations,  by  the  polifhed  gallantry  of  the* 
Czar*':  enchanted  with  the  extreffive  fea-* 
tures  and  varying  accompliflnments  of  the 
young  princefs,  to  divert  the  wearifome  uni« 
formity  of  a  cloiftered  life,  which  is  fo.  pecu- 
liarly repugnant  to  a  gay  and  youthful  mind; 
he  fought  to  beguile  her  hours,  by  the  vivacity 
of  his  converfation,  by  the  elegance  of  his 
mufical  entertainments,  and  by  the  pleafures 
of  the  feflive  dance.  Theie  delicate  and  in«» 
noccnt  enjoyments  were  magnified  into  fo 
many  heinous  crimes,  in  the  eyes  of  an  un- 
cultivated people,  wh6  tolerated,  in  their  wild 
and  illiberal  devotion,  no  indulgences  but  the 
beftialities  of  intemperance,  and  confequently 

•*  See  the  tenth  article  of  Demetrios^s  condemnation  ix^ 
die  Report  of  a  Maflkcre  at  Mofcow, 
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were  the  unforgiving  foes  of  CTcry  thing  ta 
which  the  name  of  refinement  could  be  af- 
fixed. To  heighten  their  indignation^  which 
was  unneceflary,  the  walls  of  the  '^  convent 
were  alone  polluted  with  thefe  amufementa  ; 
which  the  fanaticifm  of  the  people  confidered 
as  a  direA  attempt  to  fubvert  the  mod  facred 
of  human  inftltutions.  The  opinion  became 
therefore  foon  to  be  propagated  and  liftened 
to  with  a  greedy  ear  by  envy,  calumny,  and 
ignorance,  that  their  new  foveregn  was  a 
warm  profelyte  to  the  Catholic  religion. 

"  About  the  fame  time  arrived  the  ambaf-* 
fadors  of  Sigifmond  with  inftru&ions  to  ,de« 
mand  from  the  Czar  the  ceflion  of  Smolenfk 
and  fome  other  countries,  and  ailiftance  againft 
the  Tatars  of  Krim.  To  the  firft  of  thefe 
claims  he  gave  an  abfolute  denial ; .  refolving 
rather  to  perifli  than  to  confent  »to  the  dif- 
ai^mberment  of  his  territories'*.  ThC' laft 
propofal  he  confented  to  ratify,  from  a  wife ' 
9nd  deliberate  attention  to  his  own  intereft, 
as  the  invafions  of  thefe  formidable  barbarians 
were  equally  injurious  to  himfelf  and  Sigif- 
mond. But  the  current  of  popular  prejudice  ^ 
flowed  too  ftrong  to  be  flopped  by  an  expe- 

'*  Coxc,  vol.  ii.  p.  12. 

'^  Levefque,  torn,  iii.^  ^pS— 301. 

■•  Le  Llcrc,  toitt*  Uvp..49l* 

dient 
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dient  judicious  6r  honourable.  Mis  moft 
fitnple  meafures  were  now  interpreted  into 
•  proje&ed  innovations.  And  this  league  of 
mutual  aid  which  (hould  have  purchafed  him 
the  gratitude  of  his  fubjeAs,  was  deemed  de* 
trimental  to  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  the  fiate. 
His  next  attempt,  as  new  as  it  was  elevated^ 
as  unfortunate  as  it  was  meritorious,  diffufed 
a  general  indignation  throughout  the  fickle  and 
ungrateful  capital.  From  his  unwearied  endea-^ 
vours  to  eradicate  the  obnoxious  prejudices  of 
hisfubjedis,  to  liberalize  their  hearts,  to  reform 
their  rufticity  of  manners,  and  to  enlarge  their 
circumfcribed  views,  proceeded  that  general 
hatred,  which  undermined  the  foundations  of , 
his  throne  ''•  He  firft  laboured  to  mitigate 
their  national  antipathy  by  admitting  equally 
to  his  prefence  Greek  and  Catholic  monks. 
To  foften  their  formal  aufterity  of.  mannerss 
he  introduced  mufic  at  his  table  ^ ;  which  in 
the  reigns  of  his  predecefTors  bore  a  ftrong 
refemblance  to  the  refedory  of  a  convent. 
That  the  gradations  of  rank  might  be  reftored 
to  a  more  noble  equality,  he  laid  afide  the 
pomp  of  majefty,  and  raifed  his  nobles  to  the 
independent  ftation  of  his  friends  and  com« 
panions;    while  bis  anceftors    fubdued  the 

■•  Margcppt,  p.  5a. 

^  Sec  Mdkr  apud  Ccm^  rA  ii«  p.  1  i-p-ft6.    Margeret^ 
p.  41. 
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hauglity  fierceneis  of  the  Boyars,  and  up- 
held their  own  dominion,  not  by  the  in- 
fluence of  focial  virtues,  but  by  the  terrible 
and  defpotic  air  which  they  conftantly  main- 
tained in  their  court.  Without  aiming  to 
confound  all  diftindlions  of  ranks,  he  abo« 
ti(hed  that  inconvenient  though  perhaps 
neeeffary  fa(hion,  which  former  Czars  had 
adopted,  of  never  (hewing  themfelves  to  their 
fubjedis,  but  when  furrounded  by  a  magni« 
ficent  retinue,  by  his  appearance  with  a  few 
gentlemen  only  about  the  Kremlin,  and  the 
ftreets  of  Mofcow.  But  the  (hafts  of  hatred 
were  too  ftrongly  (hot  againft  his  power  for 
any  of  his  patriotic  endeavours  ^'  to  fucceed  in 
breaking  the  fpell  which  held  his  country- 
men in  fuch  difgraceful  bondage  to  the  bar*- 
barous  cuftoms  of  their  anceftors. 

The  marriage  of  Demetrius  now  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  people.  Fre(h  diflfenfions 
were  fomented,  inftead  of  being  allayed,  by 
the  conduit  of  the  patriarch.  In  the  marriage 
ceremony  he  placed  the  crown  of  the  Czars  on 
the  head  of  Marina".     Thisadt,  fo  contrary 

**  The  author  of  the  Report  of  a  Maflacrc  at  Mofcow 
thus  expofcs  Demctrius's  errors  in  the  following  curious  and 
complimentary  manner:  — *' If  he  had  only  applied  him- 
felf  to  their  humours,  though  he  had  been  bafer  than  a 
paunch*fed  monk,  he  might  have  kept  the  crown  on  his 
head/' 

**  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  99. 

Bb  to 


370  HCSTORY  OF  THE 

to  ancient  ufage,  w^s  regarded  as  a  direSt 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  whole  fabric  of 
their  laws;  and  the  permiflion  for  ftrangers 
to  be  prefent  at  the  ceremony,  a  palpable  in- 
fult  to  their  religion.  While  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  thus  foured  by  jealoufy  and 
hatred,  an  event  happened  which  entirely 
undermined  the  doubtful  throne  of  Deme- 
trius. The  inferior  Poles,  fince  their  refidence 
at  Mofcow,  like  their  nobles,  had  aflumed  a 
demeanor  full  of  pride  towards  the  Ruffians, 
and  indicative  of  their  profound  contempt 
for  the  rudenefs  of  their  manners  ;  nor  were 
they  lefs  prompt  in  finding  occafions  to  pro- 
voke the  Ruffian  courage.  Grown  infolent 
and  impatient  of  controul,  from  the  too  great 
indulgence  of  the  Czar  *',  they  ran  through 
the  city  during  the  feftivals  of  his  marriage, 
and,  in  the  phrenfy  of  their  drunkennefs, 
ftripped  and  chaftifed  whoever  came  in  their 
way,  and  burft  open  the  doors  of  feveral 
houfes  in  fearch  of  women,  to  gratify  their 
brutal  lulls  *\ 

The  Strelitzes,  exafperated  beyond  all 
bounds  at  this  licentious  and  inhuman  con- 
duit, which  they  imputed  to  the  favour  (hewn 
them  by  their  monarch,  and  aggravated  at 


**  The  Wars  and  Miferies  of  Ruffia^  chap.  Hi.  p.  7. 
^  The  Report  of  a  MaiTacre  at  Moicow* 
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fais  erefliion  of  a  church  for  the  exercife  of 
their  religious  faith,  from  furious  clamour 
and  unguarded  invedlive,  proceeded  to  the 
formation  of  a  confpiracy  againft  their  prince, 
which  V9^s  timely  difcovered.  The  confpira- 
tors,  conducted  into  the  prefence  of  Bafmanof, 
confcious  of  their  guilty  and  incapable  of 
flight  or  refiftance,  confefTed  their  crime  in 
the  hope  of  mitigating  the  feverity  of  their 
fate;  Mikoulin  their  chief  commander  no 
fooner  heard  them  declare  their  guilt,  than 
he  ordered  their  more  faithful  comrades 
to  involve  the  whole  in  one  maflacre ;  and 
to  infpirit  their  fluggifhnefs,  it  is  faid  he 
butchered  numbers  of  them  with  his  own 
hand  *'.  Demetrius  ftrongly  exprelTed  his 
rage  at  this /violent  proceeding,  as  deeply 
wounding  his  character,-  and  peace  of  mind. 
**  But  while  the  court  was  immerfed  in 
fplendid  banquetings  and  a  round  of  pleafures, 
Chouiiki  weaved  a  plot,  the  fuccefs  of  which 
was  as  much  to  be  deplored  from  the  defo- 
latiug  confequences  which  enfued,  as  the  mo« 
tives  to  be  detefted.  Demetrius  had  already 
received  intelligence  that  fifteen  thoufand  fol- 
diers  were  in  open  revolt.     Apprehenfive  of 

*'  Lerefque,  ton),  iii.  p.  303 — 306. 
**  RufHan  Impoftor,  p.  100. 
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augmenting  the  evil  by  rigorous  orders,  htf 
only  enjoined  the  Poles  to  keep  themfelves 
in  a  ftate  of  readinefs,  and  the  Strelitzes,  with 
four  companies  of  his  guards,  were  placed 
around  his  perfon  to  avert  the  deftru£tion 
which  hung  over  his  head.  Thefe  commands 
were  notified  to  the  feveral  battalions,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  May.  And  the  more  effedually 
to  conceal  his  fears  of  becoming  the  vidkira 
of  feditious  rage,  he  not  only  gave  direc- 
tions, on  the  following  *May,  for  a  malked 
ball,  but  alfo  had  intended  to  treat  the  people 
with  the  reprefentation  of  the  attack  and  de* 
fence  of  a  town.  To  heighten  the  efftSt  of 
this  fpedacle,  a  citadel  of  wood  was  to  be 
raifed  and  furniflied  with  artillery.  A  male- 
volent report  was  circulated,  and  received 
with  fufficient  credit  to  fix  the  yet  fluduating 
minds  of  the  people,  that  the  Czar,  having 
abandoned  all  hopes  of  recovering  their  pre- 
carious affedion  and  fubduing  their  alarm- 
ing infolence,  had  ordered  his  foldiers  to  fire 
on  the  people  from  the  top  of  the  citadel, 
while  the  Poles  were  enjoined  to  maflacre  all 
the  noblemen  invited  to  this  military  enter- 
tainment. 

*^  Le  Clerc,  torn.  fi.  p,  492.    Vide  tic  Report  of  aMaf- 
facrc  at  Mofcow. 

Oq 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  j7j 

On  the  night  before  the  fpeftacle  was  to  be 
exhibited,  Chouifki  aflembled  at  his  houfe  all 
who  were  known  to  be  defperate  in  their 
fortunes  and  daring  in  their  courage,  and 
all  his  kinfmen,  friends,  and  their  domeftics. 
With  a  look  which  infpired  alacrity  and  con- 
fidence, and  with  that  eloquence  which  violent 
refentment  infufes,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  his 
numerous  partizans,  telling  them  it  was  now 
time  to  fally  forth,  and  by  one  glorious  effort 
to  do  a  fervice  acceptable  to  their  God  and 
country,  by  liberating  themfelves  from  the 
unbounded  tyranny  of  the  Poles,  and  the  in- 
tolerable fway  of  a  monk,  whofe  enormous 
crimes  had  not  only  led  him  to  abandon  his 
habit,  but  the  faith  of  his  anceftors.  Thefe 
words,  pronounced  with  all  that  impetuous 
ardour  which  aduates  minds  in  hazardotis 
undertakings,  produced  the  deilred  cfftGt  on 
his  audience.  With  one  voice  they  cried  out, 
**  We  are  prepared  to  die  in  the  defence  of 
our  injured  country  and  religion/'  They 
then  armed  themfelves  in  hafte,  aroufed  the 
city  by  the  alarum  bell,  and,  in  conjundion 
with  a  frantic  multitude,  fwore  the  immediate 
death  of  the  impoftor**. 

Demetrius 

*•  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  105.     The  Wars  and  Mtferies  of 

Raffia,  chap.  iv.  p.  13,    Le  Clerc,  tom.ii.  p.  491.  Olearius, 

tom.  i.  liv*  Hi.  p.  26S«     It  may  excite  a  fmile  on  the  face  of 
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Demetrius  flept  in  thoughtlefs  fecurlty, 
unconfcious  of  the  fudden  approach  of  ruin  ; 
and  fo  much  had  his  mind  been  prepoflefled 
that  the  hafty  fpark  of  revolt  had  been  ut- 
terly extioguiflied,  that  he  permitted  only 
thirty  men  out  of  the  four  companies,  which 
he  had  formed,  to  remain  near  his  perfon  j 
whilft  the  whole  force  of  Coffacks  and  Poles 
would  have  guarded  him  with  the  moft  affi- 
duous  fidelity,  had  his  fears  but  happily  infi- 
Duated  to  him,  that  the  rfgour  of  difcipline 
was  ftill  unreftored,  the  ftrength  of  fadion 
unfubdued.  This  imprudent  fupinenefs  fa- 
tisfadorily  refutes  the  report  *^  of  his  defperate 
intention  to  maflacre  the  next  day,  both  the 
nobles  and  people ;  for  even  to  the  heart  of 
the  moft  callous  the  voice  of  confcience  can 
ytt  fpeak  with  a  force  fufficient  to  banifh  all 
repofe  from  his  mind,  when  the  hour  arrives 


the  graved  reader,  to  read  that  among  the  great  proofs  dif« 
covered  \yj  xht  penetrating  Ruffians  of  the  impofture  of  their 
fovereign,  may  be  ranked  his  invariable  cuftom  of  mounting 
his  horfe  without  the  help  of  his  attendants,  and  of  his  pre- 
ference to  the  paces  of  a  furious  flallion.  Whereas  ^ge^ 
nuine  Czar  fhould  be  lifted  on  his  horfe  and  only  proceed 
with  a  flow  and  fludied  compofure.  *  See  a  note  of  Mr. 
I'ooke,  vol.  i.  p.  316. 

**  Mr.  Coxe»  with  his  ufual  good  fcnfe  and  impartial 
judgment,  has  difcredited  this  report,  in  a  note,  and  attri- 
buted it  to  the  calumniating  invention  of  Vaflili  Chouifki, 
yol.  ii.  p.  12. 
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that  the  plot  framed  at  his  Aiggeflions,  is  to 
be  put  into  execution. 

The  tremendous  found  of  the  alarum  bell 
prefently  awoke  the  aftonifhed  Bafmanof,  who 
flept  in  an  adjoining  chamber  to  the  Czar.  To 
ftimulate  the  zeal  of  the  rabble,  who  advanced 
with  him  to  the  palace,  Chouifki  marched 
at  their  head  with  the  crofs  in  one  hand  and 
a  fabre  in  the  other '^  The  fight  of  that  re- 
vered fign  fo  much  increafed  the  blaze  of 
their  fanaticifm,  that  they  eafily  perfuaded 
themfelves  they  were  adiing  under  the  autho- 
rity of  divine  commiflion,  and  that  in  his 
voice  might  be  recognized  the  unalterable 
decrees  of  Omnipotence. 

Demetrius"  foon  ftarted  up  from  his  dream 
of  fecurity,  and  ru(hed  to  the  veftibule  of  his 
palace  in  the  hopes  of  quelling  the  revolt 
by  his  prefence.  But  the  ftorm  was  too 
outrageous  to  be  appeafed  by  this  weak  and 
injudicious  expedient.  The  words  he  uttered 
were  drowned  by  the  ihouts  of  menace  and 
reproach.  His  natural  intrepidity  and  un- 
ihaken  conftancy  of  mind  entirely  forfook 
him ;  and  he  retired  completely  difmayed  at 
this  fcene  of  wild  confufion.  Bafmanof 
viewed  their  rage  not  with  the  filent  confter- 

^  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  105.    Vpltaire  Hiftoire  General^ 
fom.  V.  p.  166.    Coxe,  vol.H.  p.  I3.    Lacombe,  p.  7a. 
3"  j^refque,  torn.  iii.  p.  307 — 310. 
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nation  of  his  mafler^  but  with  a  mind  unac-* 
quaintcd  with  fear,  and  determined,  if  nc- 
ceflary,  to  fall  in  the  caufc  of  infuhed 
royalty.  With  a  firm  and  dignified  air  he 
advanced  to  thofe  Boyars  who  appeared  the 
moft  difpaflionate  in  this  tumultuous  fcene, 
and  painted  to  them,  with  a  generous  though 
ineffeflual  ardour,  the  duty  of  their  allegiance; 
exhorting  them  alfo  to  the  honourable  tafk  of 
reftraining  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  people, 
by  their  difcourfe  and  example;  he  was 
filenced  in  the  middle  of  his  noble  harangue, 
by  innumerable  daggers.  Our  pity  for  his 
untimely  fate  muft  not  however  abforb  our 
abhorrence  at  his  unmanly  defertion  of 
Fedor, 

The  confpirators  abandoned  this  vidUm, 
$nd  then  broke  down  the  gates  of  the  palace 
in  their  eager  fearch  for  Demetrius,  In  vain 
the  guards  attempted  to  oppofc  their  fur}'^ ; 
they  foon  fell  a  bright  example  cf  courage 
and  fidelity.  Their  fovereign  in  the  mean 
time  had  fled  towards  the  inner  apartments, 
in  hopes  of  making  his  efcape  through  ways 
unknown  to  the  murderers ;  but  to  his  de- 
fpair  and  aftonifliment,  he  dilcovered  every 
fecret  paflfage  guarded  with  the  utmoft  care 
by  the  vidlorious  confpirators.  In  the  an- 
guifh  of  his  perplexity  and  fear,  he  at  laft 
cfpied  a  window  which  looked  into  a  narrow 

cpurt, 
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court.  Deferted  and  completely  encompalTed, 
in  the  madoefs  of  his  defpair,  he  threw  him- 
felf  into  the  court  from  thi$  window  which 
meafured  forty  feet  from  the  ground^*;  and 
in  his  fall  he  diilocated  his  leg,  and  inflided 
a  fevere  wound  on  his  head.  At  his  (hriek* 
ing  outcries,  a  few  of  his  guards  with  fome 
of  the  people  and  Strelitzes  aflfembled  around 
him.  Ck>mpaffion  touched  them  all  at  be- 
holding his  deplorable  fituation.  The  guards 
and  the  Strelitzes,  in  carrying  him  into  the 
palace,  fwore  to  perifh  in  his  defence". 
All  the  preiiing  fupplications  of  the  Boyars^ 
to  deliver  to  their  juft  rage  an  impoftor 
whom  fadion  alone  had  placed  on  the 
throne,  were  heard  with  refped,  but  not 
with  obedience.  *'  We  recognize,"  faid  thefe 
powerful  protedtors,  **  in  the  perfon  of  our 
prince,  the  fon  of  Ivan,  in  whofe  fupport 
w6  are  prepared  to  fhed  the  laft  drop  of 
our  blood/'  This  firm  and  unexpeded 
anfwer  awed  and  intimidated  the  people; 
and  the  fame  nobles  who  were  about  to' 
commit  a  deteftable  parricide  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people,  now  felt  their  rage  con- 
verted into  fear  at  this  fudden  and  fufpicious 
change  of  their  fentiments. 

^*  Vide  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  xo8.  and  Report  of  a  Maf- 
facre  at  Mofcow- 

*'  J.e  Clercj  pm.  }i.  p*493. 

In 
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lu  this  delicate. and  critical  juncture,  when 
the  fcales  of  fortune  feemed  to  preponderate 
on  the  fide  of  Demetrius,  it  required  the 
niceft  policy  to  reftore  them  to  their  proper 
weight.  Under  the  appearance  therefore  of 
a  well  aded  concern  for  the  general  weal, 
they  propofed  that  the  Czarina  ftiould  re- 
folve  their  doubts  concerning  the  myftery 
of  his  birth  j  while  their  policy  launched 
eut  at  the  fame  time  into  praifes  of  the 
fidelity  difplayed  by  the  foldiers  and  people. 
This  propofal,  which  fo  feemiagly  clung  to 
moderation  and  juflice,  was  reli(hed  by  all 
parties.  With  a  joy  which  fcarcely  could  be 
concealed,  Chouifki  faw  himfelf  appointed 
to  propofe  thefe  queftions.  Accompanied  by 
a  few  of  his  moft  devoted  friends,  he  haflened 
to  the  convent  with  a  fpeed  fuitable  to  the 
emergency  of  his  ofiice.  On  their  return^ 
they  announced  to  the  impatient  and  agitated 
people  that  the  Czarina  had  fpurned  with 
contempt  the  filial  pretentions  of  the  impoftor, 
being  influenced  no  longer  to  conceal  the 
truth  by  the  fear  of  her  death  '*. 

Thefe  words  turned  their  compaflion  into 
the  moft  unbounded  wrath.  Even  the  guards 
and  Strelitzes,  unmindful  of  the  recent  fanc« 
tity    of    their    oath,    withdrew    themfelves 

*♦  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p. 49 J.    Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  i ii. 
'  aihamed 
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afliamed  to  proted  the  caufe  of  an  impofton 
The  people,  no  longer  controlled  by  the  pre- 
tence of  the  foldiers,  threw  themfelves  on  De- 
metrius and  terminated  his  life  by  a  mul- 
titude of  wounds.  His  body,  after  being  e:^:- 
pofed  three  days  in  the  market  place,  was 
then  burnt  to  aflies  by  their  barbarous  and 
impotent  revenge  ". 

During  this  execution,  Mofcow  refembled 
a  city  taken  by  ftorm,  from  the  groans  of 
defpair  and  from  the  unprovoked  and  im- 
menfe  flaughter  which  filled  all  quarters  ; 
the  ftreets  being  filled  by  a  part  of  the  peo- 
ple divided  into  feveral  bands,  who  prowled 
about  the  city  in  fearch  of  the  Poles,  and 
thofe  Ruffians  who  had  affumed  their  drefs 
in  compliance  to  the  fatal  tafte  of  Deme- 
trius ^*.  While  one  party  ftrewed  the  places 
\vith  their  mutilated  carcafes,  another  rufhed 
into  the  apartments  of  the  difconfolate  Ma- 
rina. In  the  confufion  of  her  terror,  (he  had 
concealed  herfelf  under  the  long  robe  of  one 
of  her  female  attendants  '\  But  the  rever- 
ence due  to  her  perfon  would  have  been  foon 

^'  Rochelle,  p  4»9.  The  Report  of  a  bloody  and  ter- 
rible Maflacrc  at  Moicow. 

'*  A  brief  Hiftorical  relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruflia, 
p.  1 8,  See  alfo  the  War  and  Miferies  of  Ruflia>  chap.  iv. 
p.  14. 

?7  Ruffian  IiTipoftor,  p.  109. 

invaded 
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invaded  by  thefe  ruffians  "  had  not  fome  of  the 
Boyars  interpofed  their  timely  affiftance. 

The  palatine  of  Sendoinir,  the  Polifh  no- 
blemen and  their  faithful  followers,  had  re- 
fclved,  on  this  lamentable  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Demetrius,  to  defend  themfelves 
with  the  utmoft  vigour.  To  fupport  this 
determination,  they  planted  their  cannon  be- 
fore the  fpacious  manfion  of  Godounof,  the 
place  of  their  reiidence,  and  converted  this 
building  of  ftrength  into  a  citadel.  But  they 
were  releafed  from  all  their  apprehenfions  by 
the  arrival  of  Chouifki  and  the  principal 
Boyars,  who  pledged  themfelves  to  preferve 
their  perfons  inviolate  from  the  infults  of 
the  people  on  their  immediate  furrender.  So 
unlooked  for  an  offer  was  immediately  em- 
braced by  men  defpairing  of  mercy,  and  de- 
prived of  feeking  a  fhelter  in  the  friendly 
arms  of  flight. 

So  foon  did  tranquillity  fucceed  this  me- 
morable revolt,  that  in  the  next  night,  had 
not  the  marks  of  violence  appeared,  it  could 
never  have  been  fuppofed  that  the  preceding 
day  had  been  ftained  by  the  facrilegious  mur- 
der of  their  fovereign ;  over  whofe  memory 
.  will  be  dropped  the  tear  of  pity,  whether  his 
pretenfions  to  royal  birth  were  genuine  or 

"  Lcvefqne,  torn.  Hi.  p.  3 1 1. 

coun- 
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counterfeit  ^%  as  long  as  mildnefs  to  the  fail- 
ings of  others,  an  amiable  benevolence  of  foul, 

and 

^'  Notwithftanding  all  the  copious  fpeculations  of  the  wife, 
the  real  parentage  of  Demetrius,  like  that  of  Perkin  War- 
beck,  will  ever  remain  in  doubtful  obfcurity.  But  from  the 
pile  of  flimfy  conjedlure  which  has  been  heaped  together 
concerning  the  impoftor  of  Gritchka  Raftriga,  the  fecularized 
monk,  as  by  that  name  Demetrius  is  known  in  Ruffia,  we 
fliall  feledl  the  declaration  of  Margeret,  a  French  gentleman 
and  confidential  fervant  to  Demetrius,  as  moft  worthy  of 
our  notice  and  infpeftion.  After  extolling  Demetrius  for 
his  great  qualities  and  for  hi$  fincere  admiration  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France,  to  whom  he  was  upon  the  point  of 
fending  an  ambaflador,  he  goes  on  by  faying  that  Deme- 
trius never  aflumed  the  ecclefiaftical  habit  under  the  name 
of  Otropief ;  but  that  this  Otropief,  formerly  fecretary  to 
the  patriarch,  had  conducted  the  Czarovitz  into  Poland,  and 
returned  with  him  into  Ruflia ;  that  any  perfon  might  have 
feen  him  and  his  brothers  who  held  lands  under  the  city  of 
Galitch ;  that  this  Gritchka  was  thirty-five  years  of  age 
while  Demetrius  was  only  three  or  four- and- twenty  ;  that 
the  Czar,  notwithftanding  his  deep  obligations  to  him,  was 
at  laft  compelled  to  banifli  him  to  Yaroflaf,  from  his  low,  in* 
folent  and  diforderly  condu<a  ;  that  he  was  there  when  the 
priDce  fell  a  facrifice  to  popular  prejudice ;  that  he  was  af- 
fured  by  an  Englifhman  belonging  to  the  fa<5lory  at  Yaroflaf, 
that  after  his  death  he  ftill  declared  him  to  be  the  true 
Demetrius,  the  fon  of  Ivan,  and  himfcif  the  identical  Otro- 
pief;  he  finifhes  his  narrative  by  telling  us  he  loft  fight  of 
this  man  for  ever,  after  he  was  fent  for  to  Mofcow,  b-'-  the 
orders  of  Chouilki.  This  pofitive  intelligence  is  fufficient  to 
put  the  matter  beyond  all  queftion,  if  the  loquacity  of  the 
Frenchman  and  his  aflFediion  for  Demetrius,  has  not  Jed  him 
to  overleap  the  bounds  of  moderation  and  truth.  Eftat  de 
rEmpire  de  Ruffie,  p.  54.  The  prejudices  of  Le  Clerc  (which 
have  lead  him  to  fupprefs  many  circumftances  favourable  to 
Demetrius,  and  to  conclude  him  fo  haftily  an  impoftor), 
are  neither  tempered  by  good  fenfe,  ingenuity,  nor  learning; 

Tec 
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and  a  ftrong  defire  to  excite  iii  his  people  se 
love  for  juftice,  peace,  humanity  and  learnings 
are  ranked  in  the  catalogue  of  human  vir- 
tues* 


i5bi.  A  Calamitous  period  of  feyen  years 
elapfed  from  the  death  of  Demetrius  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  houfe  of  Romanof;  the 
whole  hiftory  of  which  is  but  one  tifliie  of 
rapiiie,  tyranny,  tumult^  and  oppreflion.  The 
nature  of  my  undertaking  allows  me  the 
happy  privilege  of  noticing  thefe  tirefome, 
though  grievous  events,  in  a  manner  only  to 
prefervc  the  unbroken  thread  of  my  narra- 
tion. 


yet  perhaps  the  unbiafTed  reader  will  difcover  fome  truth 
in  his  malicious  remark  on  Levefque's  inveftigation  of  this 
doubtful  queftion,  **  Qu'il  ait  employe  huit  pages  d'une 
difcuflion,  qui  n'eclaircit  rien  et  qui  ne  prouve  rien  ;" 
torn.  ii.  p.  495.  Mr.  Coxe,  whom  we  have  before  praifcd 
for  the  air  of  candour,  and  dtfcernment«  which  marks  his 
opinions,  after  collecting,  methodizing,  and  criticifmg  the 
fcntiments  of  other  hiftorians  on  this  myfterious  character, 
with  the  ability  of  a  fcholar  and  the  liberality  of  ^  a  gentle- 
man, finiOies  his  enquiry  with  thefe  decifive  words  :  *'  With 
reipcft  to  myfelf  I  (hall  only  add,  that  having  endeavoured 
to  examine  the  hiftory  of  the  Czar  Demetrius,  without  pre- 
judice or  partiality,  I  am  ftrongly  inclined  to  believe  that 
he  was  not  an  impoftor,  but  the  real  perfon  whofc  name  he 
afliimed ;''  vol.  ii.  p.  1 8« 

The 
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The  treacherous  Chouifki,  called  to  the 
vacant  throne  by  his  fuperior  fadion,  foon 
beheld  his  government  diftraded  by  two  im- 
poftors  of  menial  origin,  though  of  daring 
abilities.  Both  generated  from  the  name 
of  Demetrius,  a  name  which  ftands  unri- 
valled in  the  page  of  hiftory  for  its  produc- 
tion of  impoftors.  The  Cofacks  of  the  Don  iCoy. 
furnifhed  the  firft  pretender ;  Elias  Vaffilief  a 
fugitive  flave,  alleged  his  pretenfions  to  the 
crown,  and  affumed  the  name  of  Peter,  on 
this  weak  invention  of  his  partizans,  that  the 
emprefs  Irene  had  brought  into  the  world  a 
fon  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
two;  but  that  Boris,  who  fcorned  every  prin- 
ciple of  juftice,  when  oppofed  to  his  own  in- 
tereft,  had  fubftituted  in  the  young  prince's 
place  a  daughter,  who  foon  after  died,  under 
the  name  of  Theodofia  '•  We  cannot  regret 
the  fcarcity  of  authentic  materials  concerning 
the  impoftor's  primary  connexion  with  the 
Cofacks  of  the  Don. 

This  tale,  fo  full  of  fpecks  and  blemifhes, 
allured  crowds  of  the  lower  people,  who  are 
f  Iways  ready  for  any  romantic  enterprize  dur* 
•ing  the  times  of  civil  difcord ;  nor  did  this 
upftart  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  temerity,  until 
the  Czar  in  perfon  broke  his  rebel  ranks,  after 

«  Lcvefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  327 — 333. 

a  dreadful 
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a  dreadful  daughter  had  enfued ;  while  a  ju-* 
dicious  plan  of  an  infant  boyar  to  inundate 
the  town  of  Toula^  where  the  impoftor  had 
retired^  was  the  occafion  of  his  appearing  in 
chains  before  Ghouifki,  and  foon  afterwards 
of  being  facrificed  to  his  juft  vengeance. 

Poland,  a  country  fo  fruitful  in  yielding  ad- 
verfaries  to  difturb  the  Ruffian  empire,  whofe 
punifhment  however,  for  the  feeds  of  civil 
difcord,  fcattered  by  her  induftrious  dexterity, 
was  to  fall  in  future  ages  with  a  force  fo  over- 
whelming, raifed  up  the  next  opponent,  whofe 
claims  outftripped  even  thofe  of  his  predeceflbrs 
in  prepofterous  abfurdity,  but  whofe  fuccefs 
long  kept  Chouifki  in  inquietude,  and  at  laft 
caufed  his  deftrudion.  A  youth  of  the  name 
of  Andrew  Nagui,  announced  himfelf  to  the 
credulous  Ruffians  as  the  deeply  lamented 
Demetrius ;  he  afferted,  that  in  the  late  fedi- 
tion  at  Mofcow,  the  people  become  blind 
from  their  exceffive  rage,  had  murdered  fome 
obfcure  perfon  in  *  his  place,  while  he  faved 
himfelf  by  flight '.  This  fhallow  and  brief 
account  was  foon  difperfed  throughout  the 
provinces,  and  received  with  tranfports  of  joy 


•  This  fiftion  IS  countenanced  by  Brereton,  who,  not 
content  with  performing  this  good  fenrice  to  the  dead 
prince,  is  generous  enough  to  make  the  confined  Marina 
the  partner  of  his  efcape*  See  Hiftory  of  the  War  and 
Miferies  of  Ruffiai  chap*  iv*  p*  i;« 


among^ 
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among  the  inferior  claffes  of  the  nation  ^ 
Sigifa)ond  *  himfelf,  king  of  Poland,  fo  faga^ 
cious  in  diicerning  his  own  intereft,  fcrupled 
not  to  iandlion  the  impoftor,  as  he  forefaw 
that  by  contributing  with  all  his  power  to  the 
increafe  of  anarchy,  his  coffers  would  be  en^ 
riched)  and  his  territories  greatly  enlarged 
beyond  their  ancient  limits. 

The  impoftor  foon  led  an  army  into  the 
field,  compofed  of  Lithuanians,  Gofacks,  and 
neceflitous'perfons  of  the  different  provinces. 
The  generals  of  Cbouiiki  advanced  to  meet 
him  with  a  cold  reludance ;  the  fufpiciout 
and  oppreffive  temper  of  the  ufurper,  having 
deftroyed  all  their  affedion  in  his  ill-timed 
attempts  to  quell  the  movements  of  fedition  *• 
In  their  firft  engagement  near  Brianfk,  they 
experienced  a  total  overthrow;  but  the  city 
was  faved  by  the  adventurous  courage  at 

'  In  his  Pbilofophical  Dialogues  des  Morts  anciensetmo* 
dernes,  that  ingenioas  and  elegant  writer  Fontenelle,  maVes 
le  troifi^me  faux  Demetrius  declare  to  Defcartes  that  he 
raifed  the  (IruAure  of  royalty  on  the  ftrong  bails  of  popu- 
lar attachment  to  the  name  of  Demetrius.  '*  Jc  nc  laiflai 
pourtant  pas  de  me  faire  une  partie  confiderable.  Le  nom 
dc  Demetrius  6toit  aim^.  On  couroit  toujours  apres  cc 
nom*  Vous  favez  ce  que  c'cft  que  Ic  peuplc."  Tom.  ii. 
dialogue  iv^.  p.  1 34* 

♦  Voltaire's  Hift.  Gen-  torn.  v.  p.  168. 

'  Strahlenbergy  p.  209.  A  brief  Hiftorical  Relation  oS 
the  Empire  of  Ruffiay  p.  x8. 

Cc  the 
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the  Ruffian  foldiers.     When  the  Czar  was 
informed  of  the  menaced    ftate  of  Brianik, 
he  difpatched   with    fpeed    fome    troops  to 
its  relief,  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
Kourakin.      This  general  appeared   in  fight 
of  Brianfk  on.  the    fifteenth  of  December; 
but   the  weather   had  become  fo  unufually 
temperate,  that  inftead  of  the  Defna  being 
deeply  frozen,  that  river,  which  parted  the 
two  armies,  was  only  filled  with  pieces  of 
floating  ice.     The  hardy  Ruffians  aroufed  to 
a  pitch  of  madnefs  by  this  unexpeified  ob- 
ftacle,  without  waiting  for  the  orders  of  their 
chief,  fearlefsly  plunged  into  the  water,  and 
by  alternately  fwimming  and  crawling  over 
large  pieces  of  ice,  they  pafled  the  river  to 
the  admiration  of  their  friends,  and  difmay  of 
their  enemies.     The  befieged,  animated  by  a 
fpedacle    of    fuch    prodigious     intrepidity, 
poured  out  their  vengeance  on  the  rebels  in  a 
vigorous  fally,  and  compelled  them  to  retire. 
But  this  exploit  did  not  contribute  to  ftop  the 
flames  of  fedition  ;   the  undifmayed  impoftor 
haftened  to   Orel,  where  he  was  received  by  • 
the  inhabitants   with  open  arms,  and  in  the 
following   year    he  purfued  his    deftruilive 
courfe  towards  Mofcow,  whilfl  the  foldiers  on 
their  march  abandoned  themfelves  to  every 
fpecies  of  military  plunder.     Their  firft  halt 

was 
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^^as  ilear  the  town  of  Touchino,  two  leagues    . 
only  from  the  affrighted  capital  *. 

Chouifki'  ftruck  with  the  deepeft  fenti- 
tnents  of  difmay  at  the  rapidity  of  his  progrefs, 
thought  to  weaken  his  caufe,  by  tendering  up 
to  Sigiffliond  the  ambaflador  of  Poland,  the 
palatine  of  Sendomir,  and  his  daughter  Ma- 
rina, who  were  guarded  with  the  ftrideft  care 
in  Mofcow,  fince  the  death  of  the  crowned 
Demetrius.  But  public  tranquillity  Inftead 
of  being  confirmed,  was  only  efFedually 
deftroyed  by  this  injudicious  proceeding* 
The  aftive  rebel,  informed  of  their  departure, 
foon  overtook  and  routed  their  fiender  efcort. 
The  ambalfador  was  permitted  to  purfue  his 
journey  into  Poland  unmolefted,  but  the  pa- 
latine and  Marina  were  brought  back  in 
triumph  to  his  camp.  The  degenerate  Ma- 
rina, equally  confpicuous  by  her  beauty  and 
misfortunes,  to  promote  a  deteftable  ambition, 
fubmitted  to  the  inordinate  defires  of  her 
barbarian  conqueror'.  In  the  prefence  of  1608. 
his  troops,  after  fome  difplay  of  reluctance, 

•  Lcvefque,  torn,  iii-  pi  334—344. 

'  Le  Clerc, tom.ii.  p.  504,505.  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  147. 
Lacombe,  76,  77. 

*  If  we  may  truft  Olearius,  her  acknowledgmetit  of  the 
impoftor,  in  the  charafter  of  hufband,  Avas  in  obedience  to 
the  mandate  of  the  Poles^  torn.  i.  liv.iii.  p.  270.  I  am  glad 
to  fee  for  the  honour  of  the  female  (ex,  fome  apology  offered 
for  her  weak  and  vicious  conduct. 

C  c  2  fhe 
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• 

fhe  countenanced  the  frauds  by  embracing  hitH 
*  as  her  long  loft  and  beloved   Demetrius  * ; 

whilft  the  contemptible  palatine,  by  the  moft 
folemn  oaths,  acknowledged  his  fon-in-law. 
Their  infamous  declaration  foon  brought  to 
him  fre(h  fwarms  of  volunteers,  and  the  ho* 
mage  of  cities,  which  till  this  unexpeded  event 
had  remained  (incere  in  their  profeflions  of 
loyalty  to  the  Czar. 

In  the  two  years  the  impoftor  difplayed 
the  ftandard  of  rebellion,  all  civil  order 
was  utterly  baniflied  from  Mofcow'^;  the 
people  overawed  the  palace,  and  the  adverfe 
partiea  in  the  capital  by  their  daring  and  re- 
peated tumults.  In  one  of  the  momentary 
fits  of  reconciliation  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  leaders  of  the  different  fadions. 
without  any  of  the  forms  of  trial,  they  thruft 
Chouifki  into  a  monaftery ;  and  after  ftrip- 
ping  him  of  the  robes  of  majefty,  and  com- 
pelling him  to  affume  the  monaftic  tonfure, 
they  delivered  him  in  that  ftate  to  the  Poles^ 
who  fent  him  to  Warfaw",  where  he  lan- 
guifhed  out  the  remainder  of  his  days,  odious 

9.  VniUams,  p.  67. ;  Voltairey  Hill.  Gen.  torn.  v.  p.  168.  $ 
Rufium  Impoftori  p.  150 — 152. 

>•  Okaritts,  torn.  i.  liv*  iii.  p.  270* 

"  A  brie£  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  RuCQa^ 
p.  19,  If  we  are  to  believp  Mr.  Williams*  he  was  poifoned, 
p.  68* 

to 
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to  faimfelf,  and  contemptible  to  mankind  by 
his  unprofitable  crimes.  The  impoftor,  d- 
though  abandoned  by  the  Poles,  might  now 
perhaps  have  reaped  the  harveft  of  his  toils, 
had  not  Ourouflbff '*,  a  Tatar  grince,  killed 
him,  to  revenge  the  murder  of  his  friend. 

The  boyars  then  offered  their  turbulent 
kingdom  to  prince  Yladiflaus^,  heir  of  Sigif* 
mond  king  of  Poland ;  their  greateft  families 
of  note  having  become  extin£l  in  this  fcene 
of  woe  and  maflacre ;  but  while  he  was  flowly  i6ii. 
preparing  to  take  poffeffion,  a  fourth  Deme- 
trius fuddenly  entered  the  lifts  with  him  for 
the  regal  prijse. 

His  pretenfions,  like  thofe  who  had  af- 
fumed  the  name  before  him,  were  coined 
in  the  mint  of  abfurdity.  Sidor,  deacon  of 
a  convent  in  Mofcow,  (for  fuch  were  the 
name  and  rank  of  this  impoftoi*^)  publiihed  to 
his  countrymen,  that  God  had  preferved  him 
from  the  fnares  of  Boris,  the  confpiracy  of 
Chouifki,  and  the  aflaffination  of  Ourouflbff; 
^nd  numbers  were  found  willing  to  depart 
frpm  the  evidence  of  their  fenfe  and  fight^ 
to    believe    thefe  'three    miracles'*.      The 

.city  of  PLei|?:ow  owned  him  for  their  Czar} 

* 

*f  Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  P-.S'J— J^i* 

**  "  II  trouvat  des  partif^ns  qui  crurtnt  c«s  trois^  mira- 
cles,*? are  the  lively  words  jof  the  rarcallifi  Voltaire  j  Hift. 
Qen.  torn.  v.  p.  16^. 

C  c  3  but 
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but  a  confederacy,  in  the  end,  being  formed 
againft  him  by  fome  of  his  warmeft  pro- 
felytes,  he  was  arretted,  and  executed  on  a 
tree  for  his^  prefumption.  There  yet  re- 
mained a  fifth,  the  fon  of  the  fecond  impoftor, 
Nagui.  On  the  death  of  her  pretended 
Ijufband,  Marina  retired  with  her  infant  to 
the  Cofacks,  under  whofe  protedlion  fhe  re^ 
mained  until  the  fuccefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms 
1613.  brought  her  and  her  fon  to  the  capital.  In 
the  innocence  of  a  child  not  three  years  old, 
a  multitude  of  crimes  was  found.  He  was 
ftrangled  by  the  furious  infanity  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  more  guilty  mother  was  thrown  into 
prifon,  where  (he  foon  terminated  her  exift- 
ence,  a  deplorable,  though  unpitied  example 
of  difappointed  ambition  '*. 

The  eye  aches  in  furveying  the  vaft  and 
uniform  pidure  of  horror  and  blood  which 
Ruffia  prefented  in  the  midft  of  this  train  of 
impoftors.  We  muft  again  exprefs  our  fatif- 
fadion  that  we  are  not  obliged  to  wade  gra* 
dually  through  this  hideous  fcene  of  Haugh* 
ter ;  it  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  briefly  to 
obferve,  that  the  Ruffiaijs  repented  of  their 
late  fubmiffion  to  the  yoke  of  the  Poles,  who, 
» 

■♦  Levcfque,  torn,  iii,  p.  414,415.  According  to  the  af- 
fertion  of  Voltaire  and  the  author  of  the  Ruffian  Impoftor, 
fhe  and  her  fon  were  drowned  ;  Hift.  Gen.  torn.  v.  p.  168.; 
Ruff.  Inipof.p.  243. 

elated 
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elated  with  their  power,  foon  began  to  excr- 
cife  their  cruelties  on  the  natives.  Mutiny 
generally  preffes  very  clofe  on  the  footfteps  of 
difcontent :  the  (ignal  oppreflion  of  the  Poles 
fiationed  about  Mofcow,  foon  brought  the 
people  to  fhout  out  the  words  of  rebellion. 
The  fanguinary  Poles  calculated,  that  to 
cruih  that  monfter  in  its  birth,  it  would 
cod  them  the  fatigue  of  maflacring  about  an 
hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  of  Mofcow'', 
and  of  pillaging  all  its  monafteries,  churches, 
apd  palaces  '\  But  they  were  moft  fatally 
deceived  in  their  bloody  reckoning;  for 
ihortly  afterwards  the  renowned  Pojarfki  of 
Kazan,  who  may  be  juftly  ftyled  one  of  the 
deliverers  of  Ruilia  (after  fighting  many 
glorious  battles),  by  the  affiftance  of  Chere- 
metof  of  Yaroflaf,  a  confiderably  body  of 
troops,  and  mod  horrible  famine  '',  compelled 

them 

»»  Tookc*  vol.  1.  p.  322.     See  likewife  Lacombe>  p.  8«. 

Mr.  Williams  leiTens  this  immenfe  fum  of  human  deftru&ion 
to  fomewbat  more  than  to  the  amount  of  ten  thoufand ;  but 
his  calculations  are  not  always  to  be  trufted. 

■*  When  wc  read  in  the  voyage  of  the  correA  Olearius, 
**  Que  les  foldats  y  firent  tant  de  butin,  qu*il  y  en  eut  qui 
chargerent  Uur  ptfioku  de  groffes  perfes  rondet  i^^  what  an  idea 
docs  he  convey  to  us  of  the  unbounded  treafures  of  Mofcow, 
and  of  the  wanton  extravagance  of  its  depredators  the  Poles  I 
tom.  i.  Ixv.  iii.  p.  273. 

■^  A  brief  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Emp're  of  Ruflia^ 

p.  21%  According  to  the  evidence  of  this  amhor,  a  fpeiflator 

and  fuffcrcr  in  the  general  diflrefs,  a  loaf  of  bread  Vvasfomc- 

C  c  4  times 
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them  to  renounce  all  hopes  of  refidihg  again 
in  the  capital  and  in  the  empire. 

Then  the  Ruffians  (after  they  had  fent  an 
embafly  to  Sweden  to  offer  the  crown  to  one 
of  the  fons  of  Charles  the  ninth  '\  king  of 
Sweden,  who  was  (agacious  enough  to  feize 
Kexholm,  and  even  Novgorod,  in  the  con* 
▼ulfions  of  this  interregnum)  felt  at  laft  the 
neceffity  of  reftoring  the  public  order  and 
tranquillity,  by  the  eledion  of  a  fovereign^ 
who,  unlike  the  hoftile  Swede  and  Pole^ 
would  ftudy  to  fettle  the  jarring  parts  of  the 
conilitiition  by  counfels  of  wifdom,  and  by 
burying  all  fentiments  of  civil  erimity  iti 
the  bofom  of  peace.  The  eftates  now  af** 
fembled  at  MqTcow,  for  this  truly  wife  and 
patriotic  defign.  They  were  compofed  of 
the  boyars,^  and  other  officers  of  the  houfc- 
hold    of  the    prince,    the  Voyevodes,   the 


times  fold  in  the  fiege  for  a  thonfand  rubles,  equal  then 
to  500 1.  fterling.  From  the  fame  weighty  authority  i^e 
learn,  p.  33.  that  on  the  recapture  of  the  city,  fome  RuiBan 
commanders  feized  upon  large  chefts,  under  the  ftrong  hope 
of  difcovering  fome  hidden  treafure,  but  which  being 
broke  open,  they  found  to  be  entirely  filled  with  the  car* 
cafes  of  men  flain  to  appeafe  their  raging  hunger*  This 
fiege  may  be  faid  to  conftitute^an  era  in  the  hiftory  of  Ruf- 
fian  famine,  not  to  be  furpafled,  if  equalled,  by  the  com* 
plicated  mlferies  which  Rome  endured  when  Ihe  received 
the  firft  Tifit  of  the  deftroying  Goths. 
^  StralikAberg,p.  a  10^ 

infaAt 
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tnfant  b^yars  of  cities,  the  merchants,  the 
pitiyens^  af^d  the  proprietors  of  laird.  The 
number  of  depxities  was  tinfixed;  and  the 
cities  had  the  privilege  of  feleding  and  fend- 
ing  thofe  men,  whq  bacl  nteri^ef}  their  ^iteem 
ai^d  0oa6dence  'K 

The  national  aiTpmbiy  i^ras  at  firft  tQmnl*  1(113, 
tnons  and  iininanageahie :  thefr  latp  pop^laf 
difturb^nces  had  difiufed  fuch  a  fpirit  6f 
guile,  felf-interefty  and  cpntradidion  ioto  the 
breafts  of  the  members^  that  it  required  fome 
time  tp  reverie  thefe  pernicious  principles^ 
'^nd  to  e(tabli{l>  peace,  prder,  and  moderation. 
At  length  Michael  Fedorovitz  of  the  houfe 
of  B^omanof,  a  youth  of  (ixteen  and  a  native 
of  Ruflia,  though  of  Pruffian  extraaion,  was 
<called  fron^  the  convent  to  afcend  the  vacant 
throne,  bj  the  unanimous  confent  of  this 
au^ull  aflembly.  The  memory  of  their  paft 
calamities  would  have  taught  the  boyars  the 
;|bfolute  neceflity  of  placing  a  more  vigorous 
charader  on  the  throne  than  the  youthful 
Michael,  \f  they  had  not  been  firmly  aiTured 
that  his  inexperience  would  be  directed  by  his 
father,  the  archbiihop  of  Roflof,  who  it  may 
\}e  remembered  had  afTumed   the    name  of 

'*  Lerefque,  tom.  ▼.  p.  i,  2.  Mr.  Tooke*s  Meas  feem  to 
dafh  very  much  with  Levefquc  in  die  legal  compofition  of 
this  aflembly  which  difpoied  of  the  crown.  See  View  of 
the  Ruffian  Empire,  toI.  ii.  p»  369,  370,  kc 

Philarctea 
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Philarete6  from  the  oppreflion  of  Boris,  and 
from  whofe  eminent  virtues  all  ranks  expe&ed 
foon  to  obtain  a  fpeedy  end  to  thofe  divifions, 
tumuItSi  rebellions,  and  aflaflinations,  which 
had  fo  long  diftradted  every  part  of  the  Ruf- 
fian empire.  A  change  of  rulers  is  fometimes 
but  a  change  of  fervitude ;  but  when  it  is  re- 
cpUeded  that  the  great  Peter  fprung  from  this 
new  family,  we  may  hail  the  acceflion  of 
Michael  as  the  fettlement  of  domeftic  peace 
and  union,  and  the  happy  opening  of  perma^ 
nent  civilization. 
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A  concife  Review  of  the  Manners  and  Cuji$ms  of  the 
Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries, 


H ROUGH  a  long  and  rugged  path  of 
revolutions,  we  at  laft  reach  to  a  glorious 
eminence  on  which  can  be  diftindlly  feen  the 
morning  ftar  of  civility  and  fcience  arifing  in 
gradual  fplendouf  above  the  gloomy  horizon 
of  Ruffia.  On  this  happy  fpot  we  ftiall 
paufe  for  a  while  to  furvey,  with  a  calm  and 
fteady  eye,  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  a 
people  whofe  public  actions  we  have  already 
contemplated,  and  to  expofe  with  an  impar- 
tial hand  their  erroneous  opinions,  before  we 
again  enter  the  beaten  track  of  foreign  and 
domeilic  bloodfhed. 

In  cold  or  temperate  climates,  a  philofophic 
eye  will  moft  be  gladdened  with  a  full  view 
of  the  majeftic  fabric  of  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence :  there  the  conftitution  of  man  is 
moft  vigorous,  and  there  the  mind  glows 
with  a  warm  love  of  national  liberty  and  mi- 
litary enterprize  ;  and  he  muft  be  repeatedly 
afTailed  by  force  and  cunning,  before  he  can 
tolerate  iwith  patience  any  of  the  abufes  of 
tyranny* 

The 
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The  geographical  fituation  of  Ruilia  amply 
embraced  all  thefe  natural  advantages,  and  the 
ancient  inftitutions  of  her  fens  did  not  tend 
to  fubjugate  the  manly  fpirit  of  public  free- 
dom. That  the  principles  of  that  liberty  which 
their  climate  and  laws  breathed  into  theol 
mighlt  not  wither  and  expire  from  the  want  of 
proper  cultivation,  the  *  refpediable  inhabitants 
of  each  city  daily  affembled  towards  noon  at 
the  market-place,  difcufled  the  great  interefts 
of  the  ftate,  introduced  the  mild  virtues 
of  focial  life,  boldly  pradifed  what  they 
thought,  and  proudly  indulged  themfelves 
in  uttering  the  fentiments  of  independence. 
To  this  meeting  of  patriotifm  and  virtue,  the 
young  men  wpre  accuftomed  to  repair ;  and 
their  abfence  was  indignantly  felt,  and  defer*- 
yedly  chided :  here  they  were  trained  up  to 
virtue  and  juftice :  here  the  wifdom  of  years 
opened  their  minds  to  warm  impreflions  of 
jiourage  and  adjiviry  in  the  fervice  of  jheir 
country :  and  the  authority  which  thefp  un« 
tutored  oratqrs  derived  from  their  perfonal 
achievements,  ferved  alike  to  enforce  obe- 
dience and  to  give  emulatipn  to  their  yputh- 
ful  auditors.  While  the  hearts  of  botlj 
young  and  old  were  endowed  with  luch  a 

.• 

'  Tooke,  vol.i.  p*  367I     Lever%ac9  torn.  Hi.  p.  182. 

nice 
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nice  fenfibility  of  honour,  that  it  feems  to 
liave  (bed  its  influence  on  every  private  and 
public  adion  of  their  life ;  their  cufton^ 
of  never  concluding  a  bargain  without  the 
exclamation,  "  If  I  keep  not  my  word,  may 
it  prove  my  difgrace  !'^  is  ftrongly  c?:preffive 
of  their  high  fenfe  of  that  dignified  paffion  *. 
We  ihould  alfo  be  inclined  to  think  that  2^ 
people  difplaying  fuch  manly  virtues,  could 
in  no  age  or  condition  be  enfiaved,  if  the 
hiftory  of  ancient  tinies  did  not  remind  us  of 
the  degeneracy  of  an  Athens  and  a  Sparta,  anc} 
the  officious  zeal  of  our  memory  place  before. 
us  the  reign  of  Ivan  the  Terrible. 

The  rigid  moralift,  who  delights  to  inveigh 
again  ft  all  the  refinements  of  life,  and  to  call 
them  by  the  hateful  name  of  luxury,  will 
find  no  fcope  for  his  favourite  topic  in  the 
habitations  of  the  ancient  Ruilians.  '  In  the 
conftru£tion  of  their  edifices  they  paid  no 

*  In  their  wifli  to  decry  the  charafter  of  the  RuiSans 
fome  writers  have  even  affirmed,  that  they  had  no  word  to 
cxprefs  honour ;  they  err,  the  word  tchtjl  fully  difplays  itf 
meaning.  See  a  note  of  Levefquc,  torn.  iii.  p.  183.  The 
great  Frederic  of  Pruffia  exhibits  but  a  mean  and  imperfcft 
piiflure  of  hiftorlcal  rcfearch,  when  he  declares,  that  fuch 
was  the  barbarity  of  Peter  and  his  whole  nation^  that  they 
could  not  find  any  cxpreiGon  in  the  compafs  of  their  lan- 
guage indicative  of  honour  and  fidelity.  See  Hiiloirc  dc 
\x  Maifon  de  Brandenhourg. 

*  Fletcher,  p.  14  — 66* 

attention 
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attention  to  ornament,  and  very  little  to  con* 
venience.  On  the  outfide  of  their  fquare* 
and  miferable  dwellings  (for  in  their  ftrufture 
could  be  feen  neither  ftoncs,  nor  bricks,  nor 
tiles)  was  fixed  a  fmall  ladder,  by  which  they 
afcended  their  domeftic  apartments :  the  walls 
of  the  chambers  were  furrounded  with 
benches,  which  anfwered  the  double  purpofes 
of  feats  and  beds :  but  during  the  feverity  of 
winter  they  flept  on  their  ftoves*.  Fpr,  till 
the  time  of  the  great  Peter,  a  bed  was 
fcarcely  to  be  feen  even  in  the  palaces  of  the 
great ;  while,  to  .  fortify  themfelves  againft 
the  cold,  their  windows  were  fo  fmall,  and 
their  doors  fo  low,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
iloop  in  order  to  enter  them  *. 

To. follow  writers  in  their  tedious  detail 
of  minute  circumftances,  would  be  foreign  to 
our  work,  whofe  objedt  is  only  to  mark  the 
prominent  features  of  their  cuftoms,  man- 
ners, and  charaders ;  yet  two  circumftances 
deierve  to  be  feleded  from  this  fubordinate 
information,  as  the  firft  ferves  to  betray  their 
attachment  to  the   Greek  cuftom,  and  the 

^  Mofcov.  Comment,  cap.  viii.  p.  71,  J2» 
'  Relation  Curleufe  de  la  Mofcovie,  p.  ti.    Hacklayt, 
vol.  i.  p.  254,  255. 
*  Herbeftein,  p.  40.    Guagnini,  p.  i8o» 

Other 
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Other  to  illuftrate  their  minds.  The  mea 
occupied  the  front  of  the  houfe^  while  des- 
potic jealoufy  removed  the  women  to  the 
moft  fequellered  part  of  the  building:  this 
difpofition  of  the  females  will  call  to  the  re- 
coUedion  of  the  claffical  mind  the  gynecseon 
of  the  Greeks;  while  the  higheft  mark  of 
efteem  and  confidence  which  a  Ruffian 
could  confer  on  a  friend  or  firanger,  was 
ihewn  in  an  introduction  to  his  paicited 
wife  ^  The  laws  of  Ruffian  courtefy  fanc- 
tioned  the  refpedful  freedom  of  a  kifs  on  the 
lips  ^ ;  but  the  confequences  might  be  fatal 
to  either  of  them^  if  they  had  prefumed  to 
give  this  chafte  falute  without  his  confent# 

If  we  examine  with  attention  the  domeflic 
flate  of  any  nation  where  civilization  appears 
in  the  feafon  of  infancy,  we  fhall  obferve, 
that  there  man  ufurps  the  mofl  arrogant  f^ay  . 
over  woman ;  and  that  conjugal  union,  which 
among  polifhed  nations  inclines  the  heart  to 
foftnefs  and  humanity,  from  the  benign  in- 
fluence of  moral  caufes',  expofes  her  in  a 

barbarous 

'  The  Captain  Margeret  fayt  in  his  Eftat  de  TEmpire  de 
Ruflietp.  16.  "  Elles  fe  fardet  toutes,  mais  fort  groflicrement^ 
&  tiennent  que  c'eft  une  honte  de  ne  fe  farder,  foit  vieille  ou 
jeune,  riche  ou  pauvre." 

'  Olearlus,  torn*  i*  liv.  iti.  p*  231. 

'  *'  L'homme  ferocc/'  obfervet  that  truly  original  and 
eJcgimt  writer  M.  Thomas,  *'  ne  connoiflant  prcfqiie  que  Je 

phyfiquc 
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barbarous  ftatc  tp  every  oflSc*  of  fitiguc 
ani}  labour,  and  to  every  fpecies  of  cruel 
oppre^ioa* 

'*  Excluded  firom  fociety,  fixed  in  the  moft 
.  remote  and  foKtary  apartmentSi  and  humbled 
to  complete  fubjedion  by  their  .tyrannical 
mafters,  to  fow  and  (fia  were  the  principal 
occupations  of  the  Ruffian  wives ;  they  had 
'  ntOt  even  the  confolation  of  exerdfing  a 
proper  controol  in  the  functions  of  do«- 
meftic  oeconomy;  every  trifling  circum- 
ftance  contributed  to  render  their  bonds 
mortifying  and  intolerable :  they  approached 
their  lords  with  the  moft  reverential  awe, 
vrhile  thefe  favages,  proud  of  excelling  their 
helplefs  partners  in  corporeal  ftrength,  were 
ever  ready  to  ftrike  them  on  the  flightefl: 
offence,  when  this  brutal  propenfity  ihould 
have    been    checked    by   their    fupplicating 


phyfiqae  de  I'amour,  k  n'ayant  aacttot  de  ccs  tdees  morales* 
qui  fcules  adouciflent  rempire  de  la  forcef  accoutum^  par 
fes  morars  a  la  regarder  tomme  la  feule  loi  de  la  naturet 
command^  defpotiquemeat  a  des  ^tres  que  la  raifon  fit  ies 
£gaux,  mais  que  la  foibledfe  lui  afiujettit**'  See  his  Phik^ 
fophique  £&i  fur  le  Caradere,  Ies  McsurSy  ic  i'Efprit  des 
Femmes  dans  Ies  differens  Stecles»  p.  7,  S.  in  the  fourth  ' 
tome  of  bis  works. 

^  Goagnini,  p.  180.  De  Rebus  MoichovitietSy  lib.  iit. 
cap.  xxii.  p.  sjo.  Mofcor.  Comment.  cap.ZTi.  p.  10 1,  loa. 
Carlifle£mbaffies^p.5i»5z,    • 

counte* 
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countenance.  In  a  country  inrhere  wild  and 
gloomy  fuperftition  has  fixed  its  favourite 
feat,  the  devotions  of  the  people  are  both 
frequent  and  various :  yet  the  Ruffians 
rarely  fufiered  the  gates  of  the  church  *'  to 
be  opened  to  their  wives,  and  the  glowing 
bloom  of  health  foon  left  their  youthful 
cheeks  from  dofe  confinement '\  Some 
hufbands,  however,  allowed  their  wives  to 
partake  of  different  recreations  in  the  plain 
adjacent  to  the  town  ".  Here,  for  a  time^ 
liberty  was  the  only  law,  pleafure  the  only 
purfuit ;  here  they  enjoyed  the  lively  dance, 
and  thcfe  other  amufements  Which  impart 
a  temporary  relief  to  the  forrows  of  the 
heart ;  yet  this  tranfient  happinefs  muft  ftill 
have  been  embittered  by  the  remembrance 
and  return  of  imprifonment. 

The  dominion  of  love  was  here  llifled  in 
its  cradle  by  the  mod  oppreflive  cuftoms  :  the 
growth  of  this  paffion  between  the  two  fexes 

I*  Relatione  del  Regno  di  Mofcovia,  Bib.  Reg.  14  a  xiii. 
Muf.  Brit.  p.  405. 

■*  •*  Sono  grandemente  gelofi  univerfalmente  delle  loro 
donne>  e  pochi  le  lafciano  andar  fuori,  e  non  fenza  caufa." 
See  Relatione  de  Mofcovia,  fcritta  da  Raffaeilo  Barberino, 
Ven.  1 565*  p.  10.  We  are  not  furprifed  to  fee  this  com- 
plaint from  the  mouth  of  an  amorotts  Italian* 

**  Herbcftein,  p.  35. 

D  d  is 
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is  noufiflied  by  zCts  of  kindnefs  and  tender 
gallantries^  which  the  one  may  offer  and  the 
other  receive,  by  the  united  confent  of  virtue, 
reafon,  and  honour.  But  the  Ruffian  difpenfed 
with  every  previous  difplay  of  tendernefs 
and  affedion;  he  could  be  content  to  behold 
his  wife  almoft  for  the  firft  time  in  the  mar* 
riagebed'^ :  thus  was  his  heart  fteeled  againft 
,  thofe  emotions  of  love  and  fricndfhip,  which 
give  fuch  durable  charms  to  this  firft  inftitu- 
tion  of  focial  life.  By  the  contrivance  of 
aged  matrons,  called  by  the  Kuffiainsywaibas^ 
'^  or  in/peSors^  the  bond  of  this  unequal  con* 
nedion  was  impofed,  but  which  could  be 
broken  by  the  friendly  arm  of  divorce; 
though  they  laboured  to  conceal  their  fre^ 
quent  ufe  of  this  mutual  remedy,  as  they 
knew  it  was  condemned  by  the  laws  of  the 
Greek  church  '*• 

The  nuptial  bond  could  be  with  difficulty 
tied  three  times  '^ ;  a  fourth  marriage  expofed 

■+  Fletcher,  p.  loa.;  Carliflc*s  Embaffies,  p.  s«,  53.; 
Margerety  p.  16.  f  OUarius,  tom.i.  liv.iii.  p.  836. 

'*  See  DiiTertations  furies  Antiquites  de  Ruf£e«  p.  134.  ; 
and  Religion  Ancienne  Sc  Modeme»  p.  89—99. 

'*  Mofcov.  Comment,  cap.  xv.  p.  98 — loo. 

'^  '*  Tertiam  uxorem  ducere,  fine  gravi  caufa  non  per- 
mittunt."  Herbeftetn,  p*  35* ;  fee  alfo  De  Religione  RufTo- 
rum,  p.  270.  **  Mais  on  ne  permet  point  que  Ton  paiTe  a 
de  quatriemes  n^ces,  Sc  le  pr^tre  qui  les  auroit  benites  feroit 
chafTe/'    Olearius,  torn.  i.  tiv*  Hi.  p«  935. 

the 
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the  prieft  who  performed  the  ceremony  to 
all  the  thunders  of  ecclefiaftical  power ;  and 
we  behold  at  once  the  full  defpotifm  of  Ivan^ 
in  daring  to  embrace  five  wives :  yet  thefe 
multiplied  afTociations  were  equally  oSenfive 
to  the  people,  and  under  a  lefs  powerful 
prince  the  latent  fpark  of  their  difcontent 
might  have  kindled  into  a  mighty  flame. 
We  cannot  clofe  thefq  obfervations  on  the 
deplorable  fervitude  of  the  women  without 
remarking,  than  whenever  their  complicated 
injuries  drove  them  to  feek  the  blood  of  their 
domeflic  tyrants,  the  law  was  moft  unequal 
and  inhuman;  their  terrible  and  lingering 
puniihment  was,  to  be  interred  in  the  ground 
to  the  height  of  their  necks  '^  and,  in  this 
painful  and  ignominious  condition,  a  vigilant 
guard  prevented  compaflion  from  finifhing 
their  agonies  by  the  charitable  flroke  of  death. ' 
By  thefe  refinements  of  cruelty,  the  lives 
of  fome  of  thefe  females  have  been  pro- 
longed to  a  week'%  and  under  the  incle-- 

"  <*  Fzminae  conjugio  parricidio  itifaitiesi  toll!  qui4em  i 
medio  Tariis  moitibus  foleat )  ufiiatior  iamett  efi,  ut  wvd  in 
terram  defodiuia.^^  De  Rebus  Mofchov.  Kb.  ii.  cap.  xztii. 
p.  148. 

'*  This  puniihment  ezifted  even  in  the  reign  of  Peter.  See 
Corneille  le  Bruyn»  Voy.  en  Mofcov.  vol.  i.  p. 26. ;  Motley's 
Life  of  Peter,  vol.  i.  p.  174. ;  and  Pelry's  Account  of  Ruf- 
da,  Lond.  1718,  p.  20i.»  &c.  This  laft  writer  tells  us,  that 
he  has  known  them  to  have  lived  fcven  or  eight  days  in  this 
pofture* 

D  d  2  mency 
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mency  of  this  fevere  climate.  The  crimes  of 
ihefe  wretched  women  may  in  fomfe  degree 
fee  palliated  by  the  voice  of  hopelefs  flavety 
and  perpetual  fuffering.  Thofe  who  are  the 
inoft  deftitute  of  feeling,  cannot  applaud  the 
liumanity  of  fuch  a  legiflature;and  oar  readers 
will  be  (hocked  to  find,  that  the  odious  ahA 
criminal  imperfection  of  the  ancient  laws  of 
Ruflia  permitted  the  Hfe  of  the  woman  to  be 
taken  with  impunity  by  the  caprice  or  paffiotrt 
of  the  arbitrary  huiband  ~ 

Moft  anims^ls  of  prey  hare  an  inftindive 
fondncfs  for  their  infant  progeny,  whilcr  more 
enlightened  man  cherifhes  fcis  offspring  from 
the  double  force  of  nature  and  of  reafon ;  yet 
.  the  child,  like  his  unhappy  mother,  groane^d 
'under  the  iron  rod  of  domeftic  oppreffion : 
neither  age,  nor  rank,  nor  employment,  could 
place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  parental  power ; 
its  real  or  imaginary  indifcretions  might  be 
chaftifed  with  the  knoot*',  by  its  unnatural 
father,  or  by  the  hands  of  his  fervants :  nor 
was  the  parent  open  to  the  guilt  or  puniih- 
ment  of  murder  if  the  child  expired  under 

*•  The  reader  may  be  almoft  tempted  to  forget  himfelf, 
and  to  think  he  is  viewing  the  domeftic  behaviour  of  the  fd^ 
▼ages  of  America,  inftead  of  the  Ruffians  of  the  fixrecnth 
century.  See  the  clofc  refemblancc  in  the  CEuYres  Philofo- 
phiques  de  Pauw,  torn.  i.  p.  77.  tnd  in  other  parts  of  that 
bold  and  opinionative  work. 

**  Dc  Reb.  Mofchov.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xxiii.  p.  ajt. 

thefe 
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thcfe  flagellations:  while  their  penury  or 
covetoufnefs  could  difpofe  of  them  four 
times  " ;  but  after  the  fourth  fale,  the  unfeel- 
ing law  no  longer  confounded  children  with 
the  moveables  of  their  father's  houfe.  Can 
it  excite  our  aflonifhment,  then,  to  behold 
them  treating  their  parents  with  all  the  cold 
indiference  of  ftrangers  when  they  had  un- 
loofcd  the  fetters  of  filial  fubjedion:  we 
fhould  indeed  exprefs  our  furprize  if  the  fon 
qould  nQurifh  the  fentiments  of  love  for  the 
father,  after  that  ftrong  tie  of  nature  had  been 
fo  much  weakened  by  paternal  unkind nefs. 

The  feelings  of  a  refined  people  are  but 
little  touchfsid  by  the  fpedacle  of  funereal 
pomp ;  aad  w«  put  on  the  enfigns  of  grief, 
afid  adjufl  the  ceremonial  of  death,  with  a 
compofure  little  honourable  to  the  head  and 
hearty  and  by  no  means  correfponding  to  the 
awful  folemnity  of  the  occaflon.  The  lefs 
poUihed  Ruffians  were  not  exempt  from  this 
fpecies  of  human  apathy  :  three  *'  days  after 
the  deceafe  of  the  perfon,  his  body  was  pro« 
fufely  fcented  before  it  was  depofited  in  the 
tomb.    Oa  the  day  of  iQterment  a  groupe  of 

•*  '•  Poft  qnartam  autcm  Tenditionem  nihil  juris  am* 
plius  In  filium  h^bet/'  Guagniniy  p.  i86. ;  Mofchov.  Conu 
mcnt,  cap.  xi.  p.  80. ;  Herbeftein,  p.  36. 

*'  La  Religion  Anclcnnc  &  Modernc  dcs  MofcoYitcs, 
p.  138. 

D  d  3  hired 
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hired  mourners,  chiefly  confiding  of  femiales^ 
moved  along  in  flow  proceflSon  before  the 
body,  weeping,  and  exhibiting  the  mod  excef- 
five  demonftrations  of  forrow  **.  To  the  prieft 
was  committed  the  image  of  that  faint  which 
idolatrous  cuftom  had  prefented  to  the  de- 
ceafed  for  the  patron  of  his  baptifm.  This 
fymbol  of  fuperftition  accompanied  its  former 
pofleflbr  almoft  to  the  place  of  his  deftination, 
while  thefc  retainers  of  forrow  frequently 
propitiated  the  wooden  image  in  thefe  accents 
of  fupplication ;  **  O  Lord,  let  thy  tender 
mercy  extend  to  his  foul  j**  the  devout  zeal 
of  the  parents  and  friends  imprinted  their 
fervent  kilfes  on  the  hallowed  idol,  and  the 
priefts  clofed  the  ceremony  by  placing  two 
written  prayers  *'  between  the  hands  of  the 
deceafed.  This  ading  train  of  females  then 
eafed  their  troubled  breads  with  complaints 
and  lamentations  at  once  fo  iingular  and 
grievous,  as  would  have  diftreflfed  the  ftudied 
gravity  of  a  (Iranger  *^,  had  he  been  permitted 

^  De  Reb.  Mofchov.  lib*  iii.  cap.  zziii.  p.  232. 

**  The  form  of  thefc  prayers^  which  the  ignorance  of 
fome  writers  have  denominated  paiTports,  is  to  be  found  in 
that  learned  work  of  Dr.  King  on  the  Greek  Church, 

P-  35^»  359f  360- 

^  '<  Non  lafciano  entrare  forafteriere  alcuno  nelle  Chieft 
lore/'  fays  Barherinoy  in  his  Relatione  de  Mofcovia,  p.  8. : 
but  his  money  however  relaxed  the  rigour  of  Ruflian  fuper- 
ftition- 

to 
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to  have  witneiTed  thefe  forrowful  ceremonies  : 
"  Wherefore  *^  art  thou  dead,  ''exclaimed  thefe 
frantic  women  to  the  corpfe ;  ^  did  not  riches 
fufficiently  increafe  thy  ftock  of  happinefs? 
was  not  the  £avour  of  thy  prince  equivalent 
to  your  expedaiions  ?  did  not  thy  wife  poflefs 
ail  the  charms  of  beauty  ?  thy  infants,  did 
they  not  call  up  the  mod  flattering  hopes  ? 
we  therefore  repeat  once  more,  Why  art 
thou  dead?"  Thefe  queftions,  their  tears^ 
and  cries,  redoubled  as  the  body  was  defcend* 
ing  into  the  grave.  But  with  this  lad  office 
to  the  dead  ^\  their  theatrical  exhibition  ter- 
minated ;  and  on  the  edge  of  the  grave  thefe 
reprefentatives  of  woe  foon  after  pacified  their 
hungry  (lomachs  with  meat  brought  for  that 
purpofe,  without  the  fmalleft  dejediion  of 
look  or  inquietude  of  heart.  Six  weeks  the 
Ruffians  were  clad  in  all  the  trappings  of 
external  grief*' ;  when  that  period  had  pafled, 
thefe  eilablilhed  modes  of  forrow  were  again 
renewed,  with  the  fame  concern,  and  with 
the  fame  conclufion.  The  "tear  or  the  fmile 
might  appear  on  the  cheek  of  the  philofopher, 

*'  Margcret,p.  ii.    Dc  Rcligionc  Ruflbrum,&c.  p.  344. 

••  Perhaps,  &ri6lj  fpeaking,  the  akrrof'p^ff,  or  kifs,  was  the 
laft  remarkable  ceremony  performed  to  the  deceafed  by  the 
prieft»his  relatioAs»  and  friends.  See  Kmg  on  the  Greek 
Church,  p.  33s. 

^  La  Relation  Curieofe  de  la  Mofcoviey  p.  30, 

D  d  4  accord- 
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according  to  his  nature^  at  this  eternal  depar^ 
ture  of  human  life. 

Among  nations   juft  emerging  from  the 
depths  of  barbarifm,  the  fervile  fpirit  of  imita- 
tion will  for  a  time  impede  their  greateft  and 
fimpleft  undertakings.     From  the  long  and 
peculiar  connexion  which  Ruflia  had  formed 
with  oriental  nations^  fhe  had  derived  many 
of   her  commercial  regulations.     In  '^con- 
^     formity  to  their  pradice^  all  the  (hops  in  the 
cities  were  placed  in  an  inclofure^  called  Gof^ 
tinnoudvor  or  court  of  merchants,  which  may 
be  faid  to  correfpond  with  the  ba%ar  of  the 
Adatics  ^\     But  to  enter  into  a  niinute  detail 
of  the  various  articles  of  merchandize  which 
filled  thefe  places  would  be  incompatible  with 
'  our  work;  we  (hall  therefore  briefly  obferve, 
that  every  thing  which  could  gratify  the  eye, 
delight  the  fenfe,  or  difEiiie  plenty  and  ex* 
temal  comfort,  might  be  purchafed  in  thefe 
fiationary  abodes  of  commerce. 

'*  Commerce   is  generally  allowed  to  be 
highly  inftrumental  to  the  greatnefs  of  a  date, 

and 

^*  Levefq«ie»  torn.  ill.  p.  199,200. 
"  Le  BruTn  ezprefsly  calls  them  Bazars.  Voy.  en  Mo& 
cov.  vol.  !•  p.  30* 

**  Plato  liowever  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  wcll- 

^  formed  /•cpublic  fhould  feek  no  commercial  intercoarfe^  nor 

endeavour  to  extend  their  fway  under  a  naval  power.    He 

aUb  pronounces  it  to  have  been  preferable  for  the  interefts 

of 
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and  the  happinefs  of  its  fubjeds ;  it  witl  al- 
ways therefore  meet  with  a  certain  degree 
of  encouragement  and  protedion'  from  a  wife 
government.      "The    merchants    of   Ruflia 
formed  a  refpedable  body  of  the  empire,  and 
their  ancient  and  prefeot  condition  compofes 
the  bafe  of  that  pyramid  of  rank  which  has 
been  reared  by  the  different  orders  of  the 
date  '^ ;   but  time,  ill-policy,  and  oppreflion, 
have  robbed  them  of  their  important  prero* 
gatives.     Edeemed  as  the  conftituent  parts  of 
the  government,  they  had  once  the  valuable 
privilege  of  voting  at  thofe  national  aflemblies 
of  their  old  turbulent  freedom :  but  the  wifli 
and  hope  of  refuming  their  former  rights  are 
now  utterly  extinguished  by  the  plenitude  of 
defpotifm,  and  the  accumulation  of  wealth. 

A  country  where  the  union  of  the  two 
fexes  is  promoted,  and  where  labour  prevails, 


of  Athens^  for  them  to  have  continued  annnalljr  to  fend  the 
fens  of  feven  of  their  chief  ci^2ens»  to  pacify  the  appetite  of 
the  Minotaur,  than  to  have  renounced  their  antique  man- 
ners, and  to  have  rendered  themfelves  great  and  powerful 
by  fea.  Platonis  Operat  Francofurti  1602.  De  Legibust 
lib*  iv,  p«  816,  827.  But  the  greatnefs  of  his  name  cannot 
entitle  thefe  crude  notions  to  the  refped  and  obedience  of  a 
fnodern  age. 

*'  Levefque»  tom.iii.  p.  192. 

'^  From  the  defpotifm  of  Ruffia,  the  people  have  loft*  all 
pretenfioos  to  the  right^  of  freemen»  and  confequently  can- 
not be  reckoned  to  poiTefs  any  political  influence  in  the 
ftiitc. 

will 
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will  fooQ  efface  the  cafual  ravages  of  peftilence 
and  war ;  while  the  fteps  of  a  nation  to  agri* 
cultural  perfe^ion  muft  be  equally  flow  and 
defedive,  where  the  rough  child  of  induftry 
toils,  without  the  fweat  of  his  brow  being  re- 
warded by  the  comforts  of  perfonal  freedom 
and  perfonal  property  "•  To  the  eternal  dif- 
grace  of  Ruifia,  in  approaching  the  zenith  of 
her  glory,  (he  forged  and  riveted  the  fetters 
of  fervitude  on  that  unhappy  condition  of 
men,  called  the  boors.  Before  the  clofe 
of  the  (ixteenth,  and  opening  of  the  feven* 
teenth  century,  the  rights  of  the  peafant  were 
refpeded.  Over  all  the  lands,  the  nobleman 
pofTeiTed,  and  Hill  pofiefTes  an  exclufive  do* 
minion ;  -  yet  neceffity  compelled  him  to  hire 
the  boors  to  till  the  ground,  as  they  were  then 
eonfidered  the  moft  ufeful  and  cheap  inftru- 
ments  of  hufbandry.  '^  Six  days  of  the  week 
were  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  their  mafter : 

55  t*  Prive  dc  toute  efpece  dc  propriety,  quel  Interdt  au- 
roit-ii  a  1 'augmentation  des  recoltes,  a  I'amelioration  des 
terres  ?"  is  the  juft,  though  obvious  queftion  of  M,  dc  Mar- 
baulty  in  his  Effai  fur  Ic  Commerce  de  Ruffic,  p.  24.  The 
fage  and  liberal  mind  of  the  fecond  Catharine  nobly  fe<;?s 
the  fervitude  of  her  people,  when  (he  declares  in  her  inftruc- 
tions,  &c.  pour  le  Nouveau  Code  de  Loix,  p.  S3  j  •*  L*Agri- 
culture  ne  pourra  jamais  profjpcrer  la  ou.l'agriculteurne 
poiTede  rien  en  propre." 

^^  *'  Sex  dies  coloni  in  ieptimani  dominis  fuis  coIorant» 
feptimus  vero  dies  privato  labon  conccdit.*'  Guagniniy 
p.  179.    MofcQv.  Comment,  p.  80* 

the 
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the  feventh  might  he  employed  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  own  induftry.  But  the  hard- 
(hips  of  their  dependent  ftate  could  be  alle- 
viated by  a  continual  change  of  mailers,  by 
the  liberty  of  entering  the  cities  to  employ 
themfelves  in  domeftic  duties,  or  by  the  free 
choice  of  applying  their  labours  to  any  un- 
dertakings in  which  they  were  moft  likely  to 
fucceed  ".  So  far  the  laws  of  political  juilice 
fofteneJ  the  rigour  of  their  fate,  and  the  boors 
enjoyed  the  higheft  (hare  of  freedom  that  the 
fpirit  of  a  defpotic  government  could  admit ; 
while  none  worked  at  the  oar  of  conftant 
llavery;  except  thofe  Tatars  and  Cofacks 
whom  the  chance  of  war  had  thrown  into 
their  hands,  or  thofe  degenerate  Ruflians  who 
voluntarily  fold  themfelves  to  a  fecond  mafter 
after  the  death  of  the  firft  had,  as  was  ordi«- 
narily  underftood,  emancipated  them  from  the 
ties  of  obedience  '*. 

But  when  the  eftabli(hment  of  a  regulaF* 
army  paved  the  way  to  order  and  control ; 
when  the  refradory  no  longer  defpifed  the 
power  of  royalty,  and  the  fword  of  the  peo* 
pie  was  girt  on  at  the  fole  expence  of  the 
chief  magiftrate,  a  capitation  tax  was  im* 
pofed  by  the  new  fyflem  of  adminiftration } 
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'^  Levefqae*  torn.  iii.  p.  192* 

'^  GaagQiQii  p.  179.    Mofco7«  Commeat.  p.  89. 

but 
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but  many  unforefeen  difadvantages  emanated 
from  this  ioftitution.     By  the  regulation  of 
this  new  edi£):»  the  nobleman  paid  for  his 
lands,  and  the  boor  for  his  houfe  ;  yet  as  the 
moderation   of   the  law   was  then  fatisfied 
with  the   condition   of  the  boors,   without 
wiOiing  to  deprive  them  of  all  political  ex« 
iftence,  they    indulged   their    propenfity  to 
roving,  to  the  no   fmall   detriment  of  the 
ftate :  her  revenues  were  of  courfe  enriched 
or  diminifhed  by  their  ftay  or  departure  from 
their  places  of  abode.     To  check  an  evil  fo 
formidable,  the  Czar  Fedor^  under  the  advice 
of  his  prime  minifter  Boris,  prohibited  thefe 
excurfions,  and  reiterated  the  iaterdidk)n  in 
fifteen    hundred    and   ninety-feven :    when 
Boris,,however,  had  clitnbed  the  hill  of  great* 
nefs  by  thofe  arts  of  diffimulation,  which  he 
never  laid  afide  after  he  had  moui^ted  the 
throne,  his  imperious  nature  was  bonftrained 
;io  filence  the  loud  voice  of  pr^ifdice,  and  to 
obliterate  the   memory  of  paft   injuries  by 
many  temporifing  ads;  among  others,  he 
refiored  the  boors  to  their  former  privileges, 
under  the  popular  notion,  that  the  late  ads 
of  his  predecefTor  contributed  to   introduce 
the  badge  of  fervitude  among  his  fellow* 
creatures. 

The  fears  of  Chouiikl  induced  him  to  deer 
a  middle  courfe  between  thefe  oppofite  ex* 

tremes ; 
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tremes ;  but  the  unceafing  tumult  of  civil  , 
difcord  offers  neither  leifure  nor  materials  for 
the  accomplifliment  of  any  falutary  defign* 
The  fteady  perfevering  genius  of  his  fuc- 
cefforSy  aflifted  by  the  concurrence  of  many 
fortunate  circumftances,  broke  through  every 
barrier  which  the  wholefome  provifion  of 
former  laws  had  placed  for  the  perfonal  guard 
of  this  defpifed  race  of  men.  Thus,  by  de« 
greeSy  did  their  unrelenting  enemies  invade 
and  deftroy  the  fortrefs  of  their  immunitiea, 
until  they  were  at  laft  chained  to  the  foil 
which  they  cultivated,  and  together  with  it 
were  transferred  from  one  proprietor  to 
another  by  fale  or  conveyance!  like  fo  many 
•beafts  of  burthen  ^\ 

In  one  inftance  the  legiflatufe  of  Ruflia  in 
the  (ixteenth  century  is  to  be  praifed,  for 
fliewing  a  favourable  difpofition  to  the  fecu- 
rity  and  comfort  of  fervants,  who  ferved  by 
contrail  for  an  agreed  time ;  a  tribunal  **  was 
eilablifhed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  receiv- 
ing their  contracts,  and  inverted  with  au- 
thority to  adminifter  equal  juftice,  whenever 
any  contention  arofe  between  the  parties  con- 
cerning the  nature  or  duration  of  their  agree- 
ment.    The  good  effcdts  of  this  inftitution 

'•  Tooke»  vol.  i.  p.  369. 

^*  Lcrcfque,  torn.  iii.  p.  193.     Tookc,  vol.  i.  p.  $63. 

were 
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were  foon  felt,  and  announced  by  the  loWtf 
clafs  of  people :  it  compounded  the  feverity 
of  ariftocratical  opprefCon  by  a  fuitable  alloy 
of  popular  freedom ;  it  opened  to  the  fervant 
the  liberty  of  complaint,  and  the  hopes  of  re- 
drefs ;  while  it  curbed  the  encroachments  and 
cruelties  of  the  mafters  over  an  unproteded 
part  of  the  community,  who  had  formerly 
no  adive  guardian  of  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  whom  arrogance  and  prepofTeilion 
had  almofl  refufed  to  reckon  among  the  hu- 
man fpecies. 

The  laws  which  regulate  the  apparel  of  a 
nation  are  fometimes  frivolous,  fometimea 
pregnant  of  endlefs  controverfies**,  and  fome- 
times productive  of  an  influence  on  the  man- 
ners of  a  government,  which  is  no  lefs  ex- 
tenfive  than  beneficial.  The  edids  which 
related  to  the  drefs  of  the  RuiTians  are  cha- 
raderized  by  attention,  difcernmenr,  and  pru- 

♦'  The  truth  of  this  fecond  obfervation  may  be  witncfTed 
in  the  hiftory  of  our  country.  The  violent  contcft  between 
the  clergy  and  people  for  the  wearing  of  the  long -pointed 
(hoes 9  which  prepofterotts  mode  firft  appeared  in  the  reign 
of  Rufus,  affords  to  a  philofophic  mind  a  mod  ilriking  ex- 
ample of  a  fuperftitious  age,  fo  long  difputing  the  opinions 
and  oppofmg  the  commands  of  the  church.  See  Hume's 
Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  302. ;  and  his  fine  remark  on 
the  fruitlefs  attempt  of  the  clergy  to  abolxih  this  impionx 
fafhion ;  and  Andrew's  Hiftory  of  Great  Britaiuj  coimeded 
nvith  the  chronology  of  Europe,  vol.  4*  p.  440. 

dence* 
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dence^\  Each  order  of  men  was  difcrimU 
nated  by  a  peculiar  habit.  The  man  of  here* 
ditary  wealth  and  illuftrious  anceftors  was 
forbidden,  by  the  proud  diftindions  of  the 
law,  to  wear  a  drefa  unbecoming  the  dignity 
of  his  flation ;  while  the  promiicuous  multi- 
tude could  not  appear  in  precious  robes  with* 
out  being  fubje£t  to  various  and  heavy 
penalties.  Thefe  didindions  of  rank  and  per-  . 
fons  precluded  the  vain  infolence  of  wealth 
from  afcending  above  the  level  of  its  fellow- 
citizens.  Nor  was  this  inflexible  gradatioa 
of  clafles  le&  ferviceable  to  that  fatal  (pecies  of 
pride  which  leads  man  to  exhaull  the  fources 
of  his  opulence  in  furpailing  his  equals  by  a 
more  profufe  and  fplendid  luxury ;  for  the 
immoderate  rigour  of  the  law  againft  thofe 
who  contraded  debts  which  they  were  unable 
to  difcharge,  kept  the  citizens  from  launching 
into  needlefs  expences.  Their  punifhment 
certainly  did  not  equal  that  of  the  Roman 
debtor,  whofe  creditors,  by  the  unnatural  fe- 
verity  of  the  twelve  tables,  might  put  him 
to  death  at  the  end  of  fixty  days,  fell  him 
to  foreign  fervitude,   or  divide  his  body*'. 

Yet 

♦*  Mofcov.  Comment,  cap.  vii.  p.  73.  Guzgnhii,  p.  18  f. 
De  Reb.  Mofcov.  lib.  iii.  p.  191. 

♦J  «  Ut  in  xii  tabulis  dcbitoris  corpus  in  credltores  divtdi 
Jicuit  ;'• — **  but,"  adds.Quintiliant  for  the  honour  of  Roman 
humanityi  **  quam  legem  mos  publicus  rcpudiavit."    Sea 

his 
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Yet  the  blowa  which  they  received  with  a 
club  on  the  calf  of  their  leg,  and  under  the 
fole  of  their  foot,  until  the  payment  was 
made,  were  perhaps,  in  the  end,  no  lefs  con* 
ducive  to  the  lofs  of  life.  If  they  were  in- 
folvent,  the  cruelty  of  the  law  refigned  their 
wives  and  children  to  the  entire  difpofal  of  ihe 
creditors  *\ 

In  the  days  of  liberty  and  happinefs  every 
citizen  could  bequeath  his  pollefnons  to  his 
children  or  friends.  But  in  thofe  reigns,  where 
cppreflion  uniheathed  its  fword  to  extend 
the  royal  power,  the  teftaments  of  the  dead 
were  violated  by  the  avarice  and  injuftice  of 
the  fovereigns.  Riches  expofed  their  pofleffor 
to  every  fpecies  of  perfecution.  The  execu- 
tion of  the  law  was  no  lefs  venal  than  tyran- 
nical. The  informers  became  the  enemies 
and  accufers  of  every  family  of  fortune;  and 
the  degenerate  zeal  of  the  judges  confifcated 
their  eflates  to  the  ufe  or  rather  abufe  of  their 
wortWefs  prince  *\ 


his  admimble  book,  Inftitutiones  Oratorisc,  Ven.  1471. 
lib.  ill.  cap.  iii.  See  likei^ife  Aulus  Gellius,  Lug.  BaCaT. 
J7c6;  edit.  Gronov.  lib.  xx.  cap.i.  p.  871,  872. 

*^  Dc  Reb.  Mofchov.  Jib.  iii.  cap.  xxiii.  p.  147,  148. 
Fletchert  p.  52.  Hackluyt^.vol.  i.  p.  252.  Olearius,  torn.  L 
liv.  iii.  p.  527.     Relation  Curieufe  de  ia  Mofcovic,  p.  57. 

^'  Guagniniy  p.  179.  Relation  Curieufe  de  Mofcovie, 
p.  32.    Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p*  195. 


It 
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It  was  the  policy  of  Ruflia  to  eacouragCi 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  her  people,  every 
exercife  which  might  tend  to  increafe  their 
ftrength,  courage  and  fkilU  Among  other 
trials  of  activity  and  force,  the  Ruffian  youth 
were  accuftomed  to  difpute  with  each  other 
the  prize  of  fuperior  valour  and  dexterity  iq 
the  pugiliftic  art  ^\  On  appointed  daystan^ 
innumerable  concourfe  of  fpedators  aflembled 
in  the  fields,  to  behold  chefe  ferocious  trials 
of  juvenile  ikill  and  prowefs.  The  hands  of 
the  Ruffian  were  not  armed  for  thefe  contefts 
with  the  celebrated  cseftus  of  the  Greeks, 
compofed  of  raw  hides  lined  with  metal,  but 
their  athletic  fports  and  labours  mud  have 
imparted  to  their  large  and  mufcular  limbs 
fucb  a  kind  of  finewy  ftrength  as  did  not 
require  any  artificial  affiftance.  Thefe  deA 
perate  exhibitions,  fo  grateful  to  the  tafle  and 
temper  of  tha  times,  were  never  concluded 
without  the  lofs  of  an  eye  or  tooth  to  one  of 
the  combatants ;  and  fortunate  was  he  who 
efcaped  from  the  lifts  without  the  reception 
of  a  mortal  blow« 

From  thefe  fanguinary  recreations^  which 
were  encouraged  from  the  fallacious  idea  that 
they  contributed  to  teach  fome   important* 

♦•  Hcrbclleift,  p.  38.     Gttagnltii,  p.  i8  r.     CarHfle's  £m* 
baflies>  p*  54*    Moftov.  Comment,  cap.  viii«  p.  75* 

£  e  lefTons 
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lefTons  In  the  fchool  of  war^  it  is  natural  to 
pafs  on  to  the  confideration  of  the  militar]^ 
art.  That  paflion  of  revenge  which  alwayi 
blazes  with  fuch  unremitting  rage  in  a  nation 
little  removed  from  its  primitive  barbarifm, 
with  other  local  caufes,  confpired  to  expofe 
the  RuiCans  to  the  conftant  hardihips  of 
war.  From  *'  the  flumbers  of  fatigue,  from 
the  pleafures  of  the  table,  from  concerns  of 
great  moment,  the  nobles,  who  were  com* 
pelled  to  fcrve  in  the  army,  arofe  with  equal 
alacrity  and  obedience,  whether  the  prinde 
called  upon  them  to  fuppfefs  the  flames  of 
tlomeftic  rebellion,  or  to  ftop  the  career  of 
a  foreign  foe;  and  they  feized  their  arms 
with  fuch  a  favage  fury,  as  plainly  manifefted 
they  fought  not  more  to  conquer  than  to  de- 
ftroy. 

The  front  of  a  Ruffian  army  difcovered  t^at 
the  predileSion  for  warfare  among  them  had 
not  fharpened  or  improved  their  faculties  in  the 
invention  of  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  weapons. 
*•  The  bow,  the  javelin,  the  lance,  the  fword, 
and  the  battle-axe,  were  their  ordinary  in- 
ftruments  of  annoyance.  The  helmet  and 
coat  of  mail  compofed  their  military  drefs ; 
with  thefe  arms  their  cavalry  was  contented. 

*'  Guagnini,  p.  177.     Mofcoy.  Comment,  p.  79,  80. 
♦•  Margcret,  p.  26.     See  sdfb  a  curious  book  intiUed, 
•*  Diverfarum  Gentium  Armatura  Equcftris/'  1575. 

Their 
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*nveir  iofantry  wa3  but  an  undifcipUoed  aa4 
tumultuary  alTembl^ge  of  vaiTalSi  tmtil  the 
Br&  Ivan  coileded  ^nd  graiped  tl^  fqsittere4 
fragments  of  tljie  empire.     The  conflitutioa 
of  their  horfes  was  admirably  adapted  to  th^ 
nature  of  their  fervice ;   during  ^^  two  wfaol^ 
,4a7&  they  betrayed  no  inconvenience  frpm  thp 
want  of  nourifhi^entj  and  when  the  ilvriU 
trumpet  of  v^ar  fummoned  thefe  iervioeablfs 
animals  to  the  fields  for  two   mpnth^  thejr 
could  perform  the  duiiks  of  fligbt  and  pui> 
fuit  vrith  proper  excellence,  without  require 
ing  finy  other  food   than  the    uf^alatable 
branches  and  barks  of  the  trees.   Unreftrained 
by  the  maxims   of  cpolnefs,  the  ignpatient 
Ruffians  preflfed  forward  to  the  battle  wit^ 
furious  (houts  and  Irregular  ranks.;   hvit  as 
.tibeir  powers  were  only  formidable  qn  il^e 
firft  oofet,  they  were  ignorant  how  to  ralty" 
or  to  retire;  a  repulfe  prqduced  defeat,  aod 
defeat  was  commonly  accompanied  with  en* 
tire  deftrudlion  •^  ♦ 

Among  a  people  whofe  advances  ,in  -everjy 
fcience  were  extremely  dilatory  and  imper-- 
fcCt  in  comparifon  wittv  other  nations  of  the 

♦9  Hackluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  250. 

*•  "  Hoftem  prixno  impeta .  audacilfini.i  aggrcfJiuntur, 
nee  diu  perfcvcrant  j  ac  li  innucrc  vcllcnt,  fogitc,  aut  ^s 
fugiemus'*  iierbe{lein«  p>^6. ;  fee  llkewife  I4q(!cqv.  Coip* 
ment.  cap*  xzvi.  p.  132. 

£  e  2  fame 
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fime  period,  we  cannot  expert  them  to  be 
Acquainted,  much  lefs  perfeded  in  any  of 
the  learned  and  modern  branches  of  military 
tadics ;  equally  unfkilled  in  the  ans  of  con- 
ilruding,  befieging,  and  defending  regular 
fortifications,  the  operations  of  their  moft 
-fkilful  generals  confifted  in  fetting  fire  to 
the  outerworks  of  the  enemy,  or  reached  only 
to  the  merit  of  waiting  with  an  dbftiiiate 
iirmnefs,  until  the  impregnable  walls  could 
'no  longer  afibrd  flielter  from  the  approach 
of  famine'*.  The  manoeuvre  in  which  they 
placed  their  greateft  glory  was  to  furround 
the  foe,  and  then  to  fall  upon  his  rear. 
'Their  patient  '*  abftinence,  produ&ive  of  fo 
'  many  folid  advantages  in  the  doubtful  events 
of  war,  and  their  robuft  conftitutions ''  which 
could  fo  well  endure  the  fevereft  cold,  rarely 
fubjeded  them  to  the  incumbrance  of  military 
ftores  or  baggage.  Some  faint  rudiments  of 
military  fcience  may  be  difcernible  in  the 
<!Kvifion  of  their  troops  and  in  the  method  of 
their  encampments ;    their  armies  were  di- 

•  '*  Herbeftein»  p- 37* 

**  Fletcher,  p.  6i.  "  Atqiie  ideo  hoftcm  circum venire  a 
tergoqtR  invadere  p;  xcipue  ftudent.'*  Mofcov.  Comment, 
cap.  xxvi.  p.  133. 

*^  Their  ufual  food  in  the  camp,  according  to  Fletcher* 
was  a  kind  of  dried  bread  named  by  them  Sueharie,  with 
feme  (lore  of  meal  which  they  mixed  with  water  and  made 
into  hriU  or  fmall  lumps  of  dough*  called  ToUochno  ;  p.  59* 

•  .  4  vided 
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irided  into  five  difierent  bodies ;  the  idvanced 
guard,  the  right,  the  left  ^ing^  the  body  of 
the  army,  and  the  vanguai;d;  each  of  theft 
divifions  were  feparatod  from  the  otber^  but 
the  generals  were  obliged,  at  the  flighteft 
warning,  to  join  the  main  body  of  the  army'\ 
Diforderly  fallies  and  multiform  ambu£caides 
were  the  moft  confp^cuous  features  in  their 
imperfed  fyftem  of  war.  Some  of  their 
ftratagems  however  betray  neither  want  of  in- 
genuity nor  poverty  of  judgment ;  and,  rude 
and  uninformed  as  the  minds  of  the  Ruffians 
then  were,  they  dill  (hewed  that  it  only  re- 
quired the  hand  of  genius  to  draw  afide  the 
veil  which  concealed  thdr  virtues,  to  alt«r  the 
mark  of  their  charaderiftic  feature.  We  ihall 
fele^  one  inftance  irom  a  number,  to  confirm 
this  obfervatioUt  Whenever  they  jappre- 
hended  an  incurfion  from  their  reftlefs  and 
intrepid  foes  the  Tatars,  they  difpatcbed 
feveral  fcouts  before  them,  who,  from  con* 
ilant  pra^ice,  had  acquired  the  habit  of  di- 
reding  their  eyes  to  remote  objedls.  Thefc 
fpies, after  having  placed  themfelves  at  an  equal 
diftance  of  ground  from  each  other,  aicended 
trees  in  order  to  defcry  the  approach  of  the 
the  enemy.    The  firft  who  perceived  his  mo* 

$4  Margcret,  p»  2j» 

E  e  3  tions 
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iioftt  rode  tn  foil  gallop  to  repeat  the  news  to 
file  fec6nd ;  and  by  tbi$  pi-efcfibed  and  expe- 
ditious iilantier,  tbe  important  intelligence 
tiras  conveyed  to  tbe  army ;  and,  on  extras 
Ordinary  occafibns  to  Mofcow  ". 

Let  therefore  the  eandotir  of  an  enlightened 
jige  be  willing  to  admit  that  the  Ruflians 
would  have  made  a  greater  progreffi  to  ctvi« 
lization,  had  not  fhe  powers  of  their  mind 
ind  body  been  fettered  by  the  moft  deplor* 
able  fcrVitudc  ever  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind :  for  when  once  they  had  (haken  off 
the  gillihg  yoke  of  a  herd  of  favages,  when  .. 
once  they  had  contemplated  themfelvcs  in  the 
mirror  of  true  reafon  and  policy,  when  once 
the  dortoaiit  vigour  of  their  minds  was  roufed 
and  fupplied  with  proper  models  and  mate* 
rials,  we  behold  them  all  at  once  ftarting  into 
cortqueft  and  renown.  The  abjeft  flaves  of 
the  Tatars  are  nobly  loft  in  the  proud  and 
civilized  vanquifliers  of  two  heroes,  whole 
Viftorlous  arms  withftood  and  triumphed 
over  the  repeated  fhocks  of  the  fineft  and  heft 
difcipHned  troops  of  Europe.  Need  we  men- 
tion the  well-known  names  of  Charles  of 
Sweden,  and  Frederick  of  Pruffia  **  ?  If  there- 
fore, 

J'  Marfjerct,  p.  ?4. 

**  In  the  memorable  battle  of  Kunerfdorff,  the  RirOian 
valour  proved  fo  fucccfsful,j  that  the  Great  Frederick  trem- 
bled 
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fore^  the  martial  foul  and  various  genius  of  a 
Peter  could  transform  a  confufed  and  fpiritlef* 
multitude  of  peafants  into  foldiers,  whofe 
difcipline,  evolutions^  ezercifes,  fortified  cities^ 
and  military  engines,  could  vie  with  the  moft 
polifhed  nations,  we  may  indulge  the  pleafio^ 
hope,  that  the  mild  and  ihining  virtues  of  an 
Alexander,  in  the  pure  and  generous  love  of 
icience  and  mankind,  may  fix  the  plants  of 
national  happinefs  and  learning  *'  on  fo  firm 
a  foil,  as  to  remain  immoveable  amidft  the 
fiorms  of  any  future  defpotifm. 
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.  The  writer  who  purfues  the  Ruffians 
from  the  fixteenth  towards  the  completion  of 
the  feventeenth  century,  will  ftill  find  his  way 
obfcured  by  the  gloomy  fliades  of  fuperfti- 
cion ;  he  will  ftill  be  under  the  painful  ne- 


bled  for  the  fafcty  of  his  capital.  See  Dr.  Gillics's  View  of 
the  reign  of  Frederick  II.  of  PrufTiay  p.  30 1* ;  and  Dr* 
Towers's  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Reiga  of  Frederick  III. 
Tol*  iu  p*  241 . 

*'  M.  I'Abbc  d'Auteroche*  in  his  Voyage  en  Slberic* 
torn.  ii.  p.  356,  357.  labours,  very  unhappily  we  think,  to 
provcy  that  their  want  of  genius  is  the  effeft  of  the  fun  and 
of  the  climate.  A  more  liberal  mind  may  perhaps  be 
inclined  to  thinks  that  the  faired  fruits  of  i^cnius  and 
fcience  will  appear,  as  the  dark  clouds  of  dcfpotifm  retire 
from  RulHa. 

E  c  4  cefTity 
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ceffity  of  lamenting,  that  folly  had  uhjrped 
the  mien  and  garb  of  philofophy,  that  the 
people  were  greater  advocates  for  fervitudc 
than  for  liberty,  and  that  the  fmall  flame  of 
fcience  wa$  utterly  extinguifticd  by  the  blafts 
of  civil  contention.  Until  the  clofe  of  this 
melancholy  period,  Peter  had  not  wholly 
abjured  the  errors  of  inexperience.  The 
wheels  of  government  were  moved  by  the 
hands  of  caprice  and  violence  ;  and  of  courfe 
until-  thefe  ftatefmen  were  baniflied,  the 
fentiments  of  all  ranks  were  degraded,  their 
courage  enervated,  and  their  talents  dc- 
preiTed. 

Almoft  in  every  age  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  church  has  been 
invariably  amicable.  Wife  therefore  were 
thofe  men  who,  in  times  of  darknefs,  en-» 
grafted  their  confequence  on  the  public  body 
of  the  church.  In  no  age  or  country,  we 
may  venture  to  aflert,  w?is  the  epifcopal 
charader  received  with  a  more  profound  ve- 
neration, than  among  the  turbulent  Tons  of 
Ruffia.  The  modeft  virtues  of  the  man  were 
difficult  to  be  difcovered,  much  Icfs  to  be  pre- 
ferved,  in  the  pomp  and  power  of  the  pre- 
late.     Called  from  monaiiic  folicude'',  the 

chiefs 

•'  The   Riiffia^n  patriarchs  were  in  high  efliniation  wkh 
the  prince  and  the  people  ;  they  ranked  next  to  the  Czar, 

iind 
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chiefs  of  the  clergy  became  the  fpiritual  and 
temporal  counfellors  of  their  fovereign '' ;  and 
they  frequently  fuftained  the  former  character 
with  great  advantage  to  the  peace  and  hap* 
pinefs  of  the  people*  But  the '  fuperftitious 
prejudices  of  their  education  had  gained  too 
ftrong  a  dominion  over  their  mind,  to  enable 
them  greatly  to  reform  the  national  manners 
by  a  proper  interpretation  of  the  precepts  of 
divine  revelation.  Fads,  vigiU,  profterna* 
tionsy  feftivals,  and  proceffions,  were  held  by 
them  to  conftitute  the  moft  ufeful  and  con-* 
fpicuous  duties  of  religion.  Thefe  abfurdities 
were  deftined  to  fupply  the  place  of  piety  and 
meeknef^:,  of  harmony  and  univerfal  benevo-- 
lence ;  and  fuch  has  beeo  the  deep  root  which 
thefe  unwholefome  pradicer  have  taken,  that 
they  are  dill  remembered  by  many  a  Ruflian 
who  has  been  born  in  a  more  civilized 
period. 


42y 


and  were  conftantly  confulted  oa  the  important  afifairs 
of  the  ftate ;  neither  peace  nor  war  were  declared  with- 
out their  advice.  Dr. .  King  on  the  Greek  Church, 
p.  437.     See   likc<Rrife  Ole^rius  on  this  fubjed>   torn.  lii. 

P-36S- 

*•  The  patriarch  Nicon.  the  Bectet  of  Ruflia,  even  ven- 
tured to  excommunicate  his  fovereign  Alexis,  the  father  of 
the  great  Peter  ;  to  fuch  a  height  had  church  authority  ar- 
rived.   Sec  King  0©  die  Greek  Church,  p.  427. 

The 
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The  Ruflians  ^  confefled  and  prayed  be- 
fore the  pidure  of  a  faint  with  fo  pious  an 
ardour«,  as  might  place  them  on  an  odioua 
parallel  with  the  ancient  Inconoclafta ;  they 
were  for  ever  employed  in  adorning  their 
hou fes  with  thefe  objedis  of  their  fondeft  de- 
votion ;  the  eredion  of  an  image  could  only 
be  permitted  within  the  altar  of  the  church  ; 
and  theie  blind  votaries  turned  their  backs 
on  the  liturgy,  to  be  edified  by  the  fight 
of. mute  and  inanimate  idols;  while  fuch 
was  the  ridiculous  jealoufy  of  the  pofleflbrs 
of  images,  that  none  were  fufiered  to  ad** 
drcfs  their  vows  to  them  without  infult,  re- 
proach, and  compenfation.  Whenever  a 
Rufiiati  was  tempted,  in  a  clandeftine  inter- 
view, to  kneel  to  the  ecclefiaftical  patron  of 
another,  if  difcovered  in  the  zGt  by  the  owner 
of  the  precious  faint,  he  was  fure  to  be  warned 
not  to  repeat  the  offence,  but  to  procure  fome 
other  god  to  whom  he  could  addrefs  his 
prayers,  without  infringing  on  the  right  of 
others**.  The  enlightened  judgment  of  the 
patriarch  Nicon  at  lail  expelled  thefe  fymbols 

••  CarlJflc*s  Embaffics,  p.  70,  71 .  Dc  Rcligione  Ruffo- 
Tum,  p«  18.  Oleariusy  ItT.  iii.  p*337*  Relatione  de  Mofcov. 
de  Raff.  Barbcrino,  p.  8. 

**  "  Comparet  fibi  ct  ipfe  aliqaem  deuni)  quern  ad  libi- 
tum implorct  alicnis,  non  utatur."  See  Muycrberg,  p. 
18—87. 

of 
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of  jya^anifiTi  from  the  haufe  of  God  j  yet  by 
their  profanation  and  downfall,  the  tree,  And 
not  the  root  of  popular  fuperftition,  was  de- 
ftroyed. 

The  moft  torpid  trembleid,  the  moft  gentle 
ihook  with  rage,  and  the  moft  rational  were  , 
fcaudalized  at  the  entrance  of  a  ftranger  into 
their  church,  who  was  known  to  be  a  heretic ; 
yet  private  abhorrence  and  paflion  were  fome- 
times  forced  to  yield  to  public  intereft.  They 
difarmed  theinfelves  of  their  panoply  of  pre- 
judices and  /cruples  in  favour  of  the  jefuit 
Poflevtn.  But  this  orthodox  fon  of  the  papal 
fee  refufed  the  rare  honour  which  the  refpeifl 
ef  the  Ruffians  had  granted  fo  unwillingly, 
with  a  mind|  the  nerves  of  which  were  equally 
touched  by  the  habits  of^nother  fuperftition ; 
be  profefled  to  have  felt  a  fecret  horror  at  the 
bare  idea  of  vifiting  any  edifice  of  worfhip 
whofe  minifters  were  not  confecrated  to  the 
fervice  of  the  holy  father  **• 

It  is  the  genius  of  fuperftition,  to  entertain 
an  implacable  hatred  to  all  thofe  who  fcorn 
to  bow  before  the  phantoms  of  her  terrific 
creation.  The  Ruffians,  the  faithful  ilaves  of 
fuperftition,  difplayed  an  invincible  repug- 
nance to  the  fociety  of  a  (Iranger.     The  La» 

**  See  Ant.  Poffcv.  Mofcor.  p. 33.  The  German  ambaf- 
fador  Mayerberg  requefted  this  honour^  but  was  refufed. 
See  Iter  in  Mofchoviam,  p.  a?. 

tins 
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tins  they  (ligmatized  under  the  inapplieable 
name  of  Bez6o/m  or  atheifts*'.  In  this  long 
night  of  their  religious  fanaticifm  the  prefent 
age  will  however  allow  fome  merit  to  their 
religion,  which  did  not  conftrain  or  feduce 
thoughtlefs  young  females  to  embrace  a  life 
of  folitude  and  mortification  as  the  price 
of  eternal  happinefs :  few  were  buried  in 
the  gloom  of  a  clofter,  except  widows, 
and  thofe  women  whofe  huibands  obliged 
them  to  abandon  the  virtues  of  a  domeftic 
life**.  Some,  however,  were  compelled 
by  the  law  to  renounce  the  world;  but 
amidft  this  clafs  can  only  be  numbered 
thofe  women  whofe  impure  fms  were  de« 
te£ted  by  the  jealous  vigilance  of  their  huf-« 
bands  ^'. 

In  every  government  whofe  charaderiftic 
feature  is  fuperftition  and  incivility,  the  clergy, 
have  pofleffed  a  peculiar  influence  on  the 
ojMruons  of  the  lower  order  of  the  people,i 
and  the  inflammatory  eloquence  of  the  pulpit 
has  been  known  fometimes  to  have  ihaken 
the  firmeft  foundations  of  the  throne;  the 
policy  of  the  Ruflian  princes  refolutely.  dijt. 
countenanced  and  punilhed  the  freedom  of 
public  preaching;  familiar  with  no  general 

•' Lcvcfque,tQm.  iv.  p.  138. 

•♦  Mayerbergip«  32. 

''  Olcarius,  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  148. 

prin- 
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principles  of  political  wifdom  and  juftice,  yet 
their  perfonal  fafety  taught  them  to  know 
how  much  the  paflions  of  an  illiterate  audi- 
ence are  aflFe£ted  by  the  difcourfe  of  a  man 
whom  they  recognize  as  the  awful  delegate 
of  God.  The  arguments  by  which  they 
filenced  this  facred  trumpet  of  difcord,  and 
fomedmes  of  fedition,  will  not  be  deemed  by 
impartial  judges  as  entirely  deftitute  of  all 
reafon.  They  emphatically  urged  that  the 
eftabliihment  of  the  church  owes  its  origin  to 
the  word  of  God,  which  is  depofited  in  the 
facred  writings ;  and  that  the  interpretations 
of  theologicians  have  been  the  fource  of  all 
thofe  diffenitioas  which  have  divided  Chrif« 
tianity  into  fo  many  national  congregations  ^^ ; 
happy  people,  who  in  religious  matters  never 
betrayed  a  wifh  to  wander  into  the  mazes  of 
endlefs  controverfies  and  metaphyfical  Tub* 
tleties. 

The  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  the  Ruffians 
rendered  them  a  long,  time  Grangers  to  tho£b 
comforts  and  conveniences  which  give  addi« 
tional  charms  to  the  intercourfe  of  focial  life. 
Under  the  reign  of  Alexis,  wooden  edifices  ftiU 
crouded  the  ftreets  of  his  capital  ^\  which  in 
their  conftrudion  were  alike  devoid  of  har^s 


••  OleariuSf  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  347,  348. 
•'  Carlifle's  Embafficsi  p.  33 — 135.     • 
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kin,  fork,  and  knife''.  The  coarfe  appetite 
of  the  Ruflian  was  little  propitious  to  the  pro«^ 
grcfs  much  lefs  perfection  of  the  culinary 
art.  In  cold  and  boiled  meats  feafoned  with 
vinegar  and  raw  onions,  abundance  of  dried 
fiih,  falads,  and  herbs,  may  be  comprifed  the 
principal  articles  of  their  fimple  diet.  Yet 
this  rcpaft,  which  might  fuit  the  palate  of  a 
hermit,  and  excite  the  praife  of  a  ftoic,  was 
fuccceded  by  fuch  copious  draughts  of  mead  ^\ 
the  northern  neftar  ",  and  of  quafs  '*,  as  never 
failed  to  overpower  their  reafon,  and  often- 
times ferved  to  inflame  their  paifions  to  deeds 
of  violence  and  bloodflied  ".  Yet  thefe  ac- 
counts of  the  fcanty  meannefs  of  their  enter- 
tainments  muft  be  weighed  with  a  cautious 

^*  «'  Orbis»  inappala»  ct)lcer»  Sc  furcula,  prater  procercs» 
nvlR"  He  dwells  with  a  malignant  pleafure  on  the  poverty 
sind  undeanlinefs  of  a  Ruffian  dinner,  p.  i9*->56— 42. 
See  likewife  Ole.irias,  torn.  i.  Uv.  iii.p.  2289  tig. 

'*  '*  Medo  liquor  fermentatusi  quam  quaflctz  indigenae 
appellant."  See  Janfoniaii  Vetiis  Mofcoviie  Defcriptio. 
Urbium  Septentrioxialium  Europe  Tabulc,  AmA*  16579 
Fol. 

'^  The  appropriate  words  of  Warton,  m  his  learned  and 
ingenious  hiftory  of  Engttfli  Poetry^  vol.  i.  difertation  i. 

'^  The  curious  may  fee  Dr.  Guthrie's  Inftru^ions  for  the 

preparations  of  this  favourite  beverage  of  the  Rufilans  in 

the  Ixvilith  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfa^ions  of  the 

>  Royal  .Society  of  London^  for  the  year   177S,  part,  iu 

p.  617,  6aJ. 

7*  "  Ex  Immoderato   quo  Ru(!i  ardente  bibendi  ftudio 
"  provonit,  ut  in  rixas^  homicidisr*  aliaqUe  fcelera  facile  pro* 

-Ubabtyr.'!    L,y{cct*.p- 99* , 

^-::»  fufpicioo. 
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fufpiclon.  The  Jefuit  Poflevin  has  declared, 
and  in  this  cafe  the  teftimony  of  an  enemy 
is  furely  preferable  to  that  of  a  friend,  that 
the  table  of  Ivan  difplayed  the  greateft 
luxury  and  magnificence;  and  our  readers 
will  recoUefl  the  reception  of  Chancellor  con- 
firms this  affertion  j  whilft  fo  alluring  an  ex- 
ample mud  have  procured  fome  imitators 
amidft  his  wealthy  nobles '^  Perhaps  the 
obfervation  may  be  juft,  that  thefe  embaf- 
fadorSy  excluded  from  all  focial  incercourfe 
with  the  beft  houfes,  by  the  ftrong  diflike  of 
the  Ruffians  to  foreigners,  have  exaggerated 
their  mode  of  living  with  the  pencil  of  pre- 
judice or  ignorance. 

The  common  apparel  of  the  Ruffians  was 
only  remarkable  for  coarfenefs,  (implicity,  and 
flovenlinefs.  It  was  in  days  of  ceremonies 
and  in  feafts  of  the  court  that  they  threw 
oiF  that,  to  affiime  an  attire  which  might 
emulate  the  gorgeous  finery  of  the  Afiatic. 
Gold  and  diamonds  then  gave  a  dazzling 
luftre  to  their  valuable  furs;  thofe  whom 
poverty  hindered  from  calling  fuch  coftly 
ornaments  their  own,  yet  contrived  to  main- 
tain a  no  lefs  glittering  appearance  in  robes, 

7*  In  the  magnificent  entertainment  given  by  Alexis  to 
the  Earl  of  Carlifle^  there  is  no  apparent  decline  of  the  na« 
tional  opulence  and  fplendour.  See  A  Relation  of  Three 
Embailiesy  p.  292. 

Ff  bonnets. 
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bonnets,  pelifles,  cymitars,  and  chains  of  gold, 
borrowed  from  the  wardrobe  of  the  Czar; 
with  which  they  decked  their  fturdy'perfons 
.on  feftivals,  embaffies,  and  marriages.  Yet 
if  by  any  carelcffhefs  or  defiga  they  loft, 
ftole,  or  damaged  their  borrowed  drefs,  the 
body  and  the  purfe  were  inevitably  doomed 
to  atone  for  the  offence  ".  For  the  punifti- 
ment  of  the  knoot,  was  a  word  which  could 
b.e  fouhd  with  equal  facility  in  the  vocabulary 
of  the  higheft  and  lowed  Ruflian. 

But  Ruffia,  in  her  prefent  high  ftate  of 
wealth  and  fplendour,  muft  deplore  the  lofs 
of  thofe  immenfe  treafures  which  fhe  pof- 
fefled  until  the  flames  of  civil  war  had  con- 
fumed  the  perfon  of  Demetrius.  A  minute 
narrative  of  the  general  depredations  of  the 
Poles,  when  they  proudly  trod  on  the  necks 
of  the  Ru/Gans,  could  be  perufed  with  little 
amufemcnt  and  lefs  inftrudion.  One  in- 
ftance  will  therefore  be  fufficient  to  convey 
fome  idea  of  the  great  value  of  their  plunder  j 
their  facrilegious  hands  defpoiled  the  prin* 
cipal  church  of  Mofcow^of  the  following 

"  *'  Sed  caveat  Is,  quicumque  fuefit,  ne  mutuatas  veflcs 
laceret,  aut  <;ommacuIet ;  neve  ex  gemmis  aliqaam  fub- 
trahat,  vel  amlttat,  danmum  enim  quodcumque  caii  aefti- 
jnatione,  rependerc,  ct  culpte  fuae,  vel  negUgcntis  panam 
per  fuftuarium  lucre  debebit."  Maycrberg,  p-3i.  Sec 
alfo  Guagninl,  p.  iSi. 

'*  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  145. 

monu* 
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monuments  of  her  idolatry  2  the  ftatues  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  and  his  Twelve  Apoftles  fa- 
ihioned  to  the  fize  of  nature,  and  founded 
of  the  pureft  gold ;  a  great  number  of  tables 
of  the  richeft  materials  and  the  moft  cu- 
rious workmanftiip^  and  many  confecrated 
vefTels  emboflfed  with  pearls  and  diamonds. 
In  this  pillage  of  the  capital,  a  proper  attention 
was  alfo  paid  to  the  gold  and  jewels,  which 
lay  irregularly  piled  up  in  the  treafury  of  the 
Czar^ 

The  reader,  who  has  thus  far  accompanied 
us,  will  perceive  that  the  Ruflians,  even  of 
the  higheft  diftin£tion,  were  little  conver- 
fant  with  any  of  thofe  domeftic  conveniences 
which  are  fo  daily  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  ' 
middle  ranks,  in  countries  difplaying  all  the 
arts  which  improve  and  adorn  life.  In  the 
century  under  review,  their  chief  luxury  was 
derived  from  the  ufe  of  their  baths,  which^ 
as  they  fo  much  contributed  to  their  health, 
were  to  be  found  in  every  town  for  the  in- 
difcriminate  accommodation  of  both  fexes. 
Their  peculiar  conftru£tion,  and  the  great 
ufe  made  of  them  in  all  feafons  of  the  year, 
are  two  circumftances  which  merit  defcrip* 

• 

^'  Okariusy  torn*  i.  Uv.  lii.  p,  979. 

Ffa  lion. 
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tion*  They  were  clofe  rooms,  heated  with 
furnaces  to  a  prodigious  degree ;  and  to  in- 
creafe  the  greater  excitation  of  the  vapours, 
cold  water  was  occafionally  caft  upon  the 
ftove :  feveral  benches  were  fixed  at  fotne  dif- 
tance  above  each  other,  which  yielded  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  heat.  Upon  thefe  benches 
they  ftretched  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  perfeft 
nakednefs  :  after  they  had  fufficiently  fweated 
by  means  of  thefe  hot  vapours,  which  were 
difFufed  all  over  the  bath,  their  bodies  were 
well  waftied  with  fome  warm  water,  or 
with  fome  liquor,  and  rubbed  over  with 
herbs:  to  recruit  their  flrength  with  fome 
fpirit;uou8  liquor  was  their  next  concern; 
for  they  were  fo  much  weakened  by  pro- 
fufe  perfpiration,  that  fometimes  they  fell 
into  a  fwoon.  But  Mayerberg,  who  is  an 
accurate  obferver  of  the  Ruffian  cuftoms  when 
,the  clouds  of  prejudice  do  not  obfcure  his 
fight,  has  remarked  in  his  account  of  their 
baths,  that  when  their  bodies  have  been  rub- 
bed with  a  fmall  bundle  of  beech  leaves,  and 
are  in  the  moft  heated  ftate  from  the  efFeds 
of  the  vapour,  they  plunged  into  the  river ; 
and  when  it  was  frozen,  they  rubbed  and 
cleaned  themfelves  in  the  faow  as  with  fome 
foap,  re-entered  jlie  baths,  and  repeatedly 
underwent  this  fudden  change  of  heat  and 
I  cold, 
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cold,  without  the  leaft  injury  to  the  powers 
of  the  mind  or  body  "°. 

As  the  native  fiercenefs  of  the  Ruffians  was 
infenfibly  abated  by  the  progrefs  of  civiliza- 
tion, fome  gleams  of  hope  and  comfort  began 
to  break  in  upon  that  domeflic  flave  of  impe- 
rious man,  weak,  helplefs,  and  degraded  wo- 
man. Though  ftill  under  the  fcourge  of  that 
illiberal  defpotifm  which  eaftern  jealoufy  had 
impofed,  and  Ruffian  aufterity  followed,  the 
various  hardfhips  of  their  condition  were  in 
fome  degree  mitigated  by  the  privilege  of 
vifiting  the  church  and  their  neareft  relatives: 
yet  thefe  enviable  prerogatives  were  only 
communicated  to  the  higheft  orders  of  the 
handfome  and  well-lhaped  Ruffians  '* ;  the 
lower  clafs  of  women  were  ftill  ufed  in  the 
moft  cruel  manner  by  their  hulbands:  repeated 
blows  were  ftill  the  moft  flattering  marks  of 
confidence  and  efteem,  which  they  received 
from  their  hufljands;  while  fuch  was  their 
amazing  patience,  that  a  woman  of  mafculine 
ftrength  has  repeatedly  received  the  blows  of  .  * 


•**  See,  for  this  oppofite  relation  of  the  efffils  of  the  baths, 
Carllfle's  Embaflies,  p.  53,  54.     Iter  in  Mofcov.  p.  46. 

*•  Uoth  Olearlus,  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  195.  and  the  author  of 
Carlifle  Embaffies,  p.  40.  ftyle  them  handfome  and  well- 
proportioned  :  yet  from  a  very  paltry  motive,  Mayerbcrg 
can  (Hily  allow  himfelf  to  fay,  *'  iiullo  dcturpentur  natiirw 
dcfeSu,"  p.  45. 


Ff3  her 
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her  hufband '%  without  the  fainteft  murmur^ 
much  lefs  offer  of  retaliation,  which  her 
paflions  might  have  'fo  well  pardoned,  and 
commended  as  an  a£b  of  juflice.  Our  afto- 
nifhment  is  therefore  little  excited,  that 
thefe  wretched  outcafts  of  fociety,  whenever 
invention  procured  them  a  temporary  *'  efcape 
from  men,  whofe  a<flions  fo  much  abufed 
the  civil  authority,  ihould  fwallow  intoxi- 
cating liquors  with  as  little  decency  and  mo« 
deration  as  their  hufbands'^  and  from  the 
united  fpirit  of  revenge  and  wantonneft^ 
fometiibes  defcend  to  the  infamy  of  profti* 
tutes. 


••  The  celebrated  author  of  the  Lettres  Perfannes*  and 
feveral  other  writers  would  teach  us  to  believe,  that  the 
Ruffian  women  imagined  themfelves  flighted,  unlefs  thcf 
felt  the  ftick  of  their  hufbands,  and  that  each  blow  was  re* 
garded  as  an  additional  token  of  their  love.  But  we  cannot 
fo  readily  confent  to  degrade  the  female  fex  in  any  j>art  of 
the  world. 

■^  We  tranfcribe,  though  we  are  flow  to  accredits  the  fol- 
lowing treatment  of  a  woman,  and  the  criminal  laxity  of  the 
Ruflian  law.  A  hufband,  after  having  unmercifully  beat 
his  wife,  forced  her  to  put  on  a  fhift  dipt  in  Brandy,  to 
which  he  fet  fire,  and  burnt  her  to  death.  The  writer  alfo 
adds,  that  no  profecution  was  commenced  againil  the  man 
for  his  wife's  murder.  See  a  Voyage  to  the  North ;  Lond. 
1706. 

•♦  '*  In  hac  cnim  re  (drinking)  fi  maritos  non  vincant, 
certe  non  funt  illis  inferiores."  De  Religione  RuiTorum,  &c. 
p. 249. 

En. 
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Entombed  in  monafteries  and  palaces,  the 
daughters  of  the  Czars  were  for  ever  denied 
them  the  rational  enjoyments  of  honourable 
love  '* ;  and  fuch  wa3  the  peculiar  feverity  of 
their  fate,  that  they  were  not  only  forced  to 
violate  the  laws  of  nature,  by  a  life  of  celibacy, 
but  rarely  indulged  with  the  innocent  vifits  of 
.their  kindred.  'Solitude  is  the  parent  of  ftudy, 
but  their  poor  education  could  not  unlock 
the  cbuntlefs  treafures  of  facred  and  profane 
learning  to  cheer  the  dull  uniformity  of  their 
ftate.  What  did  life  then  prefent  to  them  ? 
nought  but  a  forrowful  youth,  and  long  and 
horrible  old  age. 

The  hours  of  the  Czarinas  rolled  heavily 
alongv  equally  unacquainted  as  their  daughters 
with  the  various  pleafures  of  focial  life  ;  even 
in  the  painful  ftrugglfis  of  illnefs,  they  were 
ftill  doomed  to  be  tormented  by  the  cruel  and 
ridiculous  jealoufy  of  their  hufbands.  When 
the  wife  of  the  Czar  Alexis  was  attacked 
with  a  dangerous  illnefs,  he  deprived  the 
phyfician  of  afcertaining  with  any  degree 
of  precifion  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
difeafe,  by  excluding  the  light  from  the  Tick 
chamber,  and  commanding  him  to  feel  the 
pulfe  of  his  patient  through  a  veil  '*. 

•'  De  Reb.  Mofchov.  lib.  ii.  cap.  vi.  p.  99.  Maycrbcr{j, 
P-  44-  * 

»•  Mayerbcrg,  p.  88. 

F  f  4  The 
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The  calumny,  or  ignorance  of  fome  French 
authors,  have  dared  to  infinuate  fufpicions  by 
no  means  favourable  to  the  honour  of  the 
Ruffian  princes,  and  to  the  purity  of  their 
wives  ;  but  from  the  ample  fund  of  foreign 
and  domeilic  materials  which  compofe  the 
hiftory  of  Ruffia,  we  can  colled  no  example 
which  fhould  teach  us  to  believe,  that  any 
fovereign  ever  wilfully  difgraced  the  honour 
of  a  hufband,  by  fuffering  his  wife,  amidft 
the  miferies  of  her  fequeftered  date,  to  violate 
the  chaftity  of  her  perfon. 

The  Ruffians,  in  a  miftaken  fenfe  of  their 
own  importance,  ftill  entertained  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  feventeenth  century,  an  utter  con- 
tempt of  foreign  arts,  power,  language,  and 
manners.  Confined  to  their  own  country, 
dazzled  by  the  fplendour,  and  funk  by  the 
defpotifm  of  the  Czar,  they  were  accuftomed 
to  affi)ciate  the  idea  of  inferiority  with  that 
of  ftranger ;  and  the  ambaffiidors  of  this  na- 
tion of  flaves,  in  the  vain  notions  of  the  fu- 
premacy  of  their  matter,  ever  urged  their 
claims  to  greater  refped  and  diftindion  than 
.  thofe  of  other  powers.  We  can  pardon  the 
vanity  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  af- 
fixing the  name  of  barbarians  to  ftrangers, 
from  the  confideration  of  fuperior  genius, 
talents,  tade,  and  refinement;  but  that  a 
people,  the  laft  of  mankind  in  every  liberal 

ftudy 
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ftudy  which  can  enlarge  the  human  mind,  in 
every  work  of  national  honour  and  benefit, 
ihould  have  prefuraed  to  call  foreigners  iV/V- 
metz  (dumb)",  who  could  not  comprehend 
their  barbarous  difcourfe,  was  a  fpecies  of 
folly  and  madnefs  which  can  only  be  men*- 
tioned  with  pity  and  contempt. 

The  dark  and  fanguinary  foul  of  barbariaa 
defpotifm  is  open  to  every  fufpicion  againft; 
thofe  who  are  not  bound  from  allegiance  to 
fpeak  with  the  perfidious  voice  of  flattery,  or 
to  conceal  their  fuperior  knowledge  in  the 
arts  and  inflitutions  of  civil  life.  The  face 
of  tha  Ruffian  court  wore  the  conftaht  fea- 
tures of  diftruft  towards  all  ftrangers,  and  the 
freedom  of  an  ambaflador  was  frequently 
changed  into  the  dependent  condition  of  a 
prifoner'\  When  Poflevin  departed  from 
Ivan,  to  reftrain  the  dangerous  ambition 
of  Stephen  Battori,  he  left  two  priefb 
charged  with  the  affairs  of  his  legation ; 
they  were  confined  to  a  chamber  in  Mofcow, 
which  exhibited  an  altar  for  their  devotions, 
a  table  adapted  for  the  purpofes  of  writ- 
ing, and  benches  for  their  repofe.  Three 
officers,  and  as  many  peafants,  mounted 
guard  at  the  gate,  to  watch  over  the  motions 

•*  Strahlenberg,  p  ajj. 

*'  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  1^2$  149^ 

of 
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of  thefe  captives.  In  this  ftate  of  imprifort- 
ment  they  paffed  four  months  and  a  half, 
during  the  whole  of  which  time  they  but 
but  twice  enjoyed  the  fweetnefs  of  the  open 
air ;  and  even  this  poor  indulgence  was 
granted  with  reludance,  and  watched  by  the 
fame  attendance.  A  catholic  who  exercifed 
th6  profeffion  of  a  phyfician,  petitioned  to  fee 
one  of  thefe  priefts,  with  a  view  to  confeffion ; 
but  he  was  admoniflied  not  to  repeat  the  re- 
queft,  if  he  valued  his  exiftence". 

The  condudt  of  Alexis,  who  in  many  other 
rcfpefts  was  remarkable  for  a  generous  cle- 
mency and  moderation  of  temper  (two  vir- 
tues rarely  to  be  difcovered  as  attendants  on 
the  throne  of  defpotifm),  was  fwayed  by  the 
fame  unmanly  fufpicions  and  fears.  Mayer- 
berg,  ambaflador  of  the  emperor  Leopold, 
has  dcfcribed  the  ftate  of  Ruffia  about  the 
middle  of  the  feventeenth  century ;  thdugh 
his  narrative  is  marked  by  fome  prejudices, 
yet  many  of  his  obfervations  are  fpirited  and 
corredl.  From  his  brief  hiftory  we  learn,  that 
the  law  of  nations  was  ftill  violated  in  the 
Ruffian  court :  it  was  dangerous  even  for  the 
natives  to  gaze  on  the  palace  which  contained 
the  forrtiidable  perfon  of  Mayerberg  and  his 

••  *'  Itaque  n1  velis  interfici,  cave  fis,  nc  amplius  iftapro* 
ponas.**    Ant.  Poffcv.  Mofcov.  p.  jS. 

colleague ; 
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colleague;  and  the  ftrangers  who.  fought 
them  were  generally  dlfnuflld  by  the  troops 
who  mounted  guard  at  the  gate ;  whilft  wo- 
men of  every  defcription  were  ftridly  for- 
bidden to  enter  their  apartments.  Their  un* 
juftiBable  circumfpeiSlion  at  laft  rofe  to  fuch 
a  height,  as  prevented  them  exchanging  a 
free  communication  with  their  own  court: 
the  letters  which  they  fent,  and  thofe  which 
they  fhould  have  received,  were  likewife  in- 
tercepted. In  the  courfe  of  this  fettered  em- 
bafly,  Mayerberg  lay  ftretched  on  the  bed  of 
ficknefs.  The  phyficians  of  the  court  had 
fair  pretenfions  to  experience  and  pradice ; 
but  the  fufpicious  policy  of  Alexis  made  their 
vifits  fo  difficult '%  that  the  ambaflador  was 
forced  to  truft  his  returning  heahh  to  the 
management  of  nature*^.  The  fame  odious 
language  of  fufpicion  and  reftraint  waJ 
fpoken  to  the  ambaflfadors  in  the  admini* 
ftratioQ  of  Sophia.  The  Boyars,  and  all 
thofe  who  filled  any  civil  or  military  env- 
ployments,  were  dill  commanded  to  obferve 
the  fame  (ludied  diftance  to  ambafladors*  The 
infringement  of  this  mandate  could  only  be 
efieded  by  the  fecrecy  of  night ;  aod  perhaps^ 

••  Yet  Mayerberg,  in  his  chara(flcr  of  this  princcy  ft y lea 
htm  manjttetus  et  clemtns^  p.  6 1 • 
»•  Mayerberg,  p.  44.  47-  95« 

if 
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if  detedcd,  with  the  forfeiture  of  life  •'.  The 
cnlrghtened  views  of  her  brother  difcarded  a 
fyftem  fo  evidently  founded  on  the  crumbling 
bafis  of  fear  and  ignorance  ;  and  by  his  own 
courtefy  and  liberality  of  manners,  taught  bis 
fubjeds  to  invite  ftrangers  to  their  tables,  un- 
der the  avowed  principle  of  bofpitality  and 
friendfhip. 

A  writer,  who  has  analyfed  the  fpirit  of 
all  laws,  defines  the  political  liberty  of  the 
fubjedJ;  to  be  a  tranquillity  of  mind  arifing 
from  the  opinion  each  perfon  entertains  of  his 
own  fafety  **.  The  large  fize  of  Mofcow,  and 
the  fatal  experience  of  a  long  feries  of  noc- 
turnal murders,  fhewed  to  the  wifdom  of 
latter  princes  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  appoint- 
ing a  number  of  noblemen  •^  to  guard  over 
the  fafety,  order,  and  peace  of  the  licentious 
city.  To  them  was  entrufted  the  important 
charge  of  proteSing  the  perfons  of  the  in- 
habitants in  the  different  parts  of  the  capital, 
and  eftabliftiing  fafeguards  againft  fires,  rob- 
bers, and  difturbances.  Each  of  thefe  ma- 
giftrates  had  his  fixed  department,  and  were 
afliiled  by  a  certain  number  of  inferior  of- 
ficers in  the  difcharge  of  their  duties.  The 
policy  of  Alexis  eftablifhed  guards  in  all  the 

«'  See  Carlifle  EmbalTi^s,  p.  141. 

**  Montefquicu — L'Efprlt  des  Loit,  liv.  xj.  cap.  vi. 

9'  Levcfquc,  torn.  iv.  p.  150,  151. 

high- 
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highways ;  it  was  their  duty  to  arreft  every 
paflcnger  who  purfued  his  way  at  midnight, 
unlefs  attended  by  the  light  of  a  torch  or 
lantern.  Their  vigilance  enfured  fafety  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  capital,  but  its  precinds 
ftill  required  to  be  vifited  by  the  ftrong  arm 
of  defpotic  power.  The  inftitution  of  a  re- 
gular police  is  indebted  for  its  birth  to  the  fa* 
gacity  of  Peter;  its  prcfent  perfedion ^*  to 
that  extraordinary  woman  Catharine  the  fe-  - 
cond,  who  w^s  endowed  with  a  genius  to 
conceive  the  nobleft  undertakings,  with 
wealth  to  execute  them,  and  with  judgment 
to  attend  to  the  minuted  details  of  civil 
policy. 

It  may  be  reafonably  doubted,  whether 
oftentation  or  policy  were  the  firft  inventors 
of  that  ftriking  magnificence  which  from  ticne 
immemorial  diftinguifhed  the  courts  of  the 
caft.  In  the  eyes  of  a  philofopher,  fuch 
pageantry  is  odious;  but  the  ftatefman  will 
dcfcant  with  pleafure  on  the  merits  of  a 
fyftem  which  ever  awes  the  turbulent  fpirit 
of  the  populace,  and  confpires  to  render  ma- 
jefty  no  lefs  an  objed  of  fear  than  of  venera-" 

**  See  a  dcfcription  of  the  police  in  the  reign  of  CatharinCf 
Tookc,  vol.  i.  p.  440,  441.  But  to  fee  the  powers  of  Ca* 
tharine's  mind  entirely  exercifed  in  the  purfiiit  of  real  grea> 
nefs,  perufe  her  Reglcments  pourrAdminiftrationdes  Gou* 
Vernements  de  PEmpire  des  Ruffes;  a  Lcige,  1777. 

tion ; 
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Hon :  both  vanity  and  policy,  may  be  /aid  to 
have  concurred  in  inftigating  the  Rufliaa 
monarchs  to  imitate,  equal,  and  at  laft  fur- 
pafs  their  Afiatic  matters  in  this  particular. 
From  the  confufed  mafs  of  their  pompous 
fliows,  we  (hall  feled  the  reception  of  am- 
bafladors  as  the  mott  calculated  to  difplay  the 
grandeur  of  the  Ruffian  ftate.  When  thefe 
reprefentatives  of  independent  fovereigns 
reached  the  frontiers  of  Ruffia,  the  Czar 
difpatched  the  Priftaff,  whofe  various  func- 
tions  we  have  already  defcribed,  to  join  their 
ftately  train.  On  their  approach  to  the  royal 
city,  they  were  committed  to  the  care  of 
another  PriftafF,  of  fuperior  confequence.  To 
this  officer  belonged  the  duty  of  afluming, 
for  a  time,  the  rank  of  his  fovereign:  he 
fupported  this  high  honour  by  a  multiplicity 
of  trifling  forms,  which  it  was  almoft  a  iludy 
to  comprehend,  and  a  certain  punifhment  to 
neg1ea*^ 

When  they  drew  near  to  the  end  of  their 
journey,  a  chofen  band  of  Boyars,  and  the 
great  officers  of  the  ftate,  clothed  on  this  oc- 
cafion  in  robes  of  gold  and  filver,  and 
mounted  upon  fteeds,  whofe  houfings,  bridleSf 

»»  See  in  Carlifle  Embaffies,  p.  13 1,  I32,  the  ridicoloas 
difpute  between  this  pridaff  and  the  ambaflador,  who  Ihould 
firft;  come  out  of  their  fledgei  iuid  the  curious  manner  til 
which  it  was  adjufted. 

and 
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end  ornaments  of  gold  and  precious  ftones, 
revealed  the  riches  of  their  mafter,  came  in 
flow  and  fplemn  procefBon  to  conduct  the 
ambaffadors  to  their  refidence.  The  roads 
and  ftrects  of  the  city  were  lined  with  gazing 
multitudes,  who  were  taught  to  refped  the 
prefence  of  their  fuperiors  by  a  mod  rigid 
difcipline:  in  this  attractive  fpeCtacle,  the 
ambalTadors  expofed  their  perfons  to  public 
curionty  invefted  with  all  the  enfignia  of 
their  dignities.  The  tedioufnefs  of  their 
march,  and  the  variety  of  the  ceremonies, 
which  were  performed  with  the  moft  fcruf 
pulous  exaCtnefs,  fometimes  delayed  their  en« 
trance  into  th^  capital  until  the  clofe  of  the 
evening.  The  torches  which  then  illuminated 
Mofcow,  ferved  ftill  more  to  difplay  the^ 
richnefs  of  their  habits  in  the  fight  of  the 
j^d miring  crowd. 

After  this  brilliant  appearance,  their  palace 
became  their  prifon,  and  even  after  their  firft 
interview  with  the  Cs&ar,  their  perfonal  freedom 
was  dill  limited  to  the  ftreets  and  environsi 
and  to  the  exercife  of  the  chace*  The  fanie 
prohibition  to  a  free  intercourfe  with  nativea 
and  ftrangcrs  ftill  exifted ;  although  their  pub- 
lic declarations  profeffed  to  have  aboliflied  a 
)aw  fo  defpicable  in  its  orign,  fo  oppreilive  in 
its  ttpplication. 

The 
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The  day  of  audience  was  announced  ifi 
the  evening  to  the  ambafTadors ;  and  the  fame 
information  repeated  in  the  following  morn- 
ing ;  an  efcort,  whofe  numbers  were  fafti- 
dioufly  meafured  to  their  monarch's  efteem 
or  contempt  of  thofe  nations  which  the  am- 
bafTadors reprefented,  preceded  their  way  to 
the  palicc.  The  fplendid  apparel  of  their 
guards  was  well  calculated  to  imprefs  the 
Granger  with  a  high  idea  of  the  magni« 
ficence  of  the  Ruffian  fovereign :  for  rich 
fable  furs  adorned  their  perfons;  on  their 
tonnets  were  profuiely  fcattered  the  moft 
coftly  gems,  and  their  halberts  glittered  with 
gold  and  filver.  On  their  arrival  at  the  pa- 
lace^  an  officer  in  the  firft  department  of  the 
crown,  accompanied  by  a  fecretary,  defcended 
to  receive  them  at  the  foot  of  the  veftibule ; 
another  flave  of  pomp  prefented  himfelf  at  the 
ftair-cafe,  and  a  third  was  ftationed  at  the 
door  which  opened  an  accefs  to  the  prefence. 
In  their  vain  fcience  of  form  and  ceremony, 
this  was  termed  the  fmall,  the  middle,  and 
great  meeting :  but  this  third  falutation  was 
an  honour  which  only  awaited  princes  whofe 
power  was  very  formidable. 

In  the  Hrft  hall,  which  led  to  a  long  feries 

of  magnificent  apartments,  ftood  the  Dvorians, 

who  attended  the  Czar  in  his  hours  of  ftate 

and  privacy :  with  thefe  appeared  a  number 

4  of 
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of  old  men,  chofen  among  the  chief  mem- 
bers of  commerce,  whofe  white  beards-  and 
fumptuous  habits  gave  them  an  afpeft  at  once 
venerable  and  majeftic.  The  hall  of  audi- 
ence was  covered  with  a  carpet  of  ineftimable 
value:  here  reigned  the  moft  profound  and 
impref&ve  iilence.  Around  this  hall  were  feated 
two  hundred  Boyars,  whofe  dreffes  of  velvet 
were  almoft  coiKealed  by  the  abundance  of 
gold,  filver,  and  jewels :  their  bonnets  were 
formed  of  black  fox,  the  mod  rare  and  valuable 
of  all  flcins  *^*.  From  a  throne  refplendent 
with  filver,  which  was  raifed  feven  or  eight 
fteps  above  the  ground,  the  Czar  beheld  the 
gratifying  fight  of  fervile  pomp  :  his  robe,  his 
tunic,  and  crown  of  pyramidical  form,  fur- 
mounted  with  a  crofs,  dazzled  the  obferver*8 
eye  by  their  precious  ornaments.  It  was 
with  difficulty  he  could  hold  the  fceptre  in 
his  hand  from  its  mafly  weight*';  near  hia 
facred  perfon  was  alfo  placed  that  other  en- 
fign  of  royalty,  the  globe.     According  to  the 

9*  The  ikins  of  black  foxes  have  obtained  the  price  of 
eighty  rubles.  See  a  fmail  pamphlet/  intitled,  Some  curi- 
ous Obfervations  on  the  ProduAs  of  Ruffia,  by  Henry  Will. 
Ludolfy  Lond.  1698  ;  and  iikewife  Voyages  en  divers  Etats^ 
par  Pere  Avril,  p.  140. 

^  ®7  •<  Si  pefant  que  pour  fe  foulager,  il  falloit  que  de  fois 
a  autre  il  Ic  changcat  de  main.'*  Olearius,  torn.  i.  liv. ;. 
P-43- 
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Importance  of  the  embaiTy,  one  or  two  young 
noblemen  ftood  by  the  Czar,  in  bufkins  of 
fnowy  whitenefs,  in  robes  of  ermine,  or  fine 
damailt ;  a  chain  of  gold  hung  on  their  necks, 
and  a  filver  hatchet  was  carelefsly  thrown 
acrofs  their  (houlders.  When  the  patriarch 
^ilifted  at  this  audiencei  his  feat,  covered 
with  black  velvet,  was  honourably  raifed  on 
the  right  of  his  fdvereign  :  on  his  pontifical 
rpbes  were  diftributed  a  profufion  of  pearls 
and  diamonds;  by  his  fide  fat  the  metror 
politan  and  other  ecclefiaftical  dignitaries^ 
whom  he  had  named  to  be  prefent  at  this 
interview.  The  credentials  were  carried  in  a 
piece  of  cloth,  and  their  prefents  were  ofifered| 
according  to  oriental  cuftom,  on  their  firft 
introdu£tion«  The  fplendid  fcene  was  con-* 
eluded  by  the  ambafifadors  advancing  to  kifs 
the  royal  hand ;  .  which  favour  was  alfo 
granted  to  their  officers  **. 

The  RuflTian  princes  were  now  inftruded 
to  affumea  more  regular  difcipline  and  fkill 
in  the  fcience  of  war  againft  the  foreign  and 

••  For  this  reception  and  treatment  of  ambaflkdors,  fee 
Olearitt^,  torn.  U  liv.  i.  p.  34 — ^54.  •  Ant.  Poflf.  MofcoT.  34. } 
Ka£Faele  de  Barberino,  p.  15 — aot ;  Lyfec,  p.  48—56  ;  Re* 
lation  Curieufe  de  la  Mofcovie,  p  62,  &c. ;  De  Reb.  Mof- 
cbov.  cap.  xviii.  p.  132,  133.;  Carlifle's  Embaffies,  p.  1261 
— 151 — 180  — iSi.;  Sir  Thomas  Smyth's  Voyage  into 
Ruffia,  Load.  160J}  and  J-cvefquc,  tom.  iv*  154 — 159« 

domcl^ip. 
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domeftic  enemies  of  their  ftate.  It  may  be 
recoUededy  that  the  eftabliflimeot  of  the  fa- 
mous militia  of  the  Strelitzes  owed,  its  infti- 
tution  to  the  genius  of  the  Czar  Ivan.  Like 
the  Praetorian  bands,  however,  they  foon  be- 
came, in  the  idlenefs  of  the  capital,  more 
formidable  to  their  mafters  than  to  their  foes : 
their  pay  was  fmall,  but  their  privileges  in 
trade  compenfated  for  it.  It  was  the  cuftom 
for  the  citizens  to  enrol  themfelves  in  this 
favoured  body  of  troops.  In  the  time  of 
peace  they  had  no  occaiion  to  put  on  arms ; 
and  they  avoided  the  hardftiips  of  war  by 
fubftituting  in  their  places  men  drawn  from 
the  loweft  of  mankind. 

In  the  military  hiftory  of  Ruffia,  the  im- 
provements of  Michael  deferve  notice.  Un- 
der his  ftandard  appeared  fome  German 
cavalry  and  regiments  of  .ijragoons.  But  the 
moft  remarkable  change  in  the  courfe  of  this 
century  was  introduced  by  the  fuperior 
judgment  of  Alexis :  he  dimini(hed  the 
ftrength  of  the  cavalry,  and  entrufted  the 
fafety  of  his  empire  chiefly  to  officers  of  Ger- 
man extradion.  The  military  force  then 
confiAed  of  huflfars,  armed  with  lances, 
troopers  witlvfufils,  and  dragoons  with  long 
mufquets.  The  name  of  foldiers  was  be- 
llowed on  thofe  troops  formed  by  the  pea- 
G  g  2  fantry 
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fantry  and  populace  of  the  different  cities : 
they  were  prepared  to  refift  the  attempts  of 
the  enemy  with  the  fufil  and  the  fword  :  they 
were  divided  into  regiments,  and  their  evolu- 
tions were  chiefly  praQifed  under  the  guid- 
ance of  foreign  officers* 

The  troops  of  Kazan,  Aftrakan,  and  Si- 
beria, were  mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
ferved  with  the  bow.  The  Nogais,  the 
Bafchkirs,  and  Calmucks,  a  large  body  of 
whom  were  always  engaged  in  the  Ruffian 
fervice,  ufed  the  fame  weapon  againft  the 
enemy.  The  fire-arms  and  lances  of  the 
Cofacks  were  admirably  adapted  for  the  na« 
ture  of  their  fervice.  The  diftridl  of  Mof- 
cow  always  kept  forty  thoufand  Strelitzes, 
without  computing  the  fupplies  of  other 
cities.  A  third  of  this  fierce  multitude  was 
ftaiioned  to  watch  over  the  fafety  of  the 
Czar,  the  reft  were  difperfed  into  different 
regiments.  In  the  diftribution  of  royal  re- 
wards, their  chiefs  Acquired  lands  and  annual 
gifts  in  habits  and  filver.  The  Dvorians,  or 
infant  Boyars,  had  the  choice  of  the  bow,  or 
fire«>arms,  in  the  defence  of  their  country. 
The  various  menials  of  pomp  in  the  houfe- 
hold  of  the  Czar  were  named'^under  the  dif- 
ferent titles  of  Stolniki^  or  officers  of  the  table ; 
Spalniki^  gentlemen  of  the  chamber;  Stri-- 

9  aptcbie 
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apttbii^  dr  domeftics ;  and  Dvorianes^  or  no- 
bles of  Mofcow;  and  yiltfi^  or  commenfals. 
Thefe  fervants  of  the  court  (for  military  and 
civil  fundlions  were  united  in  tlie  fame  per- 
fons)  were  diftributed  into  companies  of  an 
hundred  men,  and  rode  on  horfes  of  great 
fwiftnefs,  and  carried  fibres  of  the  fliarpeft 
edge  *•. 

In  every  tranfadtion  the  decree  of  the 
fenate,  or  council,  was  decifive :  it  was  com- 
pofed  of  Boyars  to  the  amount  of  thirty  '*"% 
anciently  called  the  BoHari^  who  maintained 
a  pre-eminence  of  rank  ;  oi  OkolniicbU^  whofe 
title  fignified  that  they  were. placed  imibC'^ 
diately  about  the  perfon  of  their  prince  ;  of 
Doumnie  Dvoriane^  or  the  nobles  of  the  couo*. 
cil ;  and  of  DoumnU  Diakiy  or  fecretaries  oC 
the'  council  The  titles  of  many  other  officers 
it  would  be  ufelefs  to  enumerate*   . 

In  an  abfolute  monarchy,  like .  that  of 
Ruilia,  the  forms  of  civil  and  military  ad- 
miniftration  could  not  embrace  any  coibpli- 
cated  fyftem  of  policy,  as  the  whole  duty  of 
a  fubje£fc  was  a  paflive  obedience. to  the  will 
of  his  fovereign.  The  whole  correfpondence 
between  the  prince  and  his  fubjeds  was 
managed  by  that  national  tribunal^  called  the 

••  Levefquey  torn.  iv.  p.  164.1  '^5»  i65. ;   Maycrbcrg, 
p.  91— 93.  ;  Strahlcnberg,  p.  220. 
■-•  Carliflc  Embaflies,  p.  66. 

G  g  3  counc^ ; 
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^  councH  ;  and  this  inftitution,  the  only  poblic 

organ  of  the  people,  may  be  faid  to  have  beea 
entirely  filled  with  the  (atellites  of  the  prince, 
whofe  power  could  humble  them  to  the  duft, 
and  whofe  fmile  exalt  them  to  inftantaneous 
grcatnefs.  Yet  the  formule  of  every  decree 
which  iflued  from  this  tribunal  of  nobles^ 
Bdiare  prigovorili  i  Tfar  prika%aly  "  The 
Boyars  have  advifed,  and  the  Czar  executed,"^ 
would  feem  to  infmuate,  that  their  influence 
reftrided  while  it  fupported  the  authority  of 
the  monarch. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  public  ad  in 
which  the  defpots  of  Raffia  affeded  to  dif- 
gttife  thmr  trrefiftible  power, .  and  oftenfibly 
jconfefied  themfelves  the  accountable  miniftera 
of  a  people,  whofe  lives  they  fo  often  facri^ 
ficed  to  the  fainteft  whifpers  of  fufpicion  and 
caprice.  Wheti  the  Czar  had  determined  to 
unlheathe  the  fword  of  foreign  war,  he 
eondefbetided  to  appear  in  the  principal  church 
of  his  capital,  to  hear  a  fecretary  of  ftate  ""* 
alEgn  the  reafons  to  die  credulous  mul«- 
titude  which  urged  him  to  the  unavoidable 
neceffity  of  a  juft  revenge.  Yet  how  quickly 
would  this  flimfy  artifice  have  been  expofed, 
if  any  of  thefe  titled  (laves  had  expreiled  the 
flighteft  murmur  of  difcontent  to  thefe  formal 

**■  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  167—169, 

decia- 
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declarations:  to  what  a  deftrudlive  extent 
the  hurricane  of  defpotifm  would  then  have 
raged !  neither  hope^  fear,  innocence,  nor 
fupplication  could  then  have  been  cheered  by 
the  momentary,  funfhine  of  peace  and  fafety, 
until  perhaps  the  rafti  though  honeft  oflfence 
was  wiped  away  in  the  blood  of  the  whole 
fenatorial  order. 
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REVOLUTION  THE  EIGHTH. 

The  Accejfion  of  Peter  the  Great. 

Our  eyes  are  now  turned  towards  that 
great  revolution  which  has  imprcfled  a  new 
and  lading  character  on  the  immenfe  nation 
of  Ruflia;  tlie  reader  will  anticipate  the 
name  of  the  firft  Peter  as  the  author  of  this 
memorable  and  happy  change.  The  repu- 
tation of  the  conqueror,  whofe  chief  pride  is 
to  be  the  thunderbolt  of  war,  lives  only  in 
the  interefted  applaufe  and  admiration  of  his 
own  age :  but  the  memory  of  the  father  of 
his  country  is  immortal ;  the  apparel  of  the 
one  is  the  more  fplendid,  and  therefore  more 
ftriking  to  the  fight  of  common  obfcrvers. 
The  martial  achievements  of  Peter  have  been 
celebrated  by  fuch  a  variety  of  hiftorical  pens, 
that  they  may  be  almoft  paralleled  in  noto- 
riety, to  thofe  accompliflbed  by  the  daring 
geniss  and  wild  ambition  of  Julius  Caefar.  It 
may  be  deemed  then  no  arduous  talk,  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  approbation  of  the  public  a  vo- 
lume of  fterile  abundance,  compofed  from 
fuch  well-known  materials ;  we  fliall  there- 
fore prefent  the  hero  with  his  fceptre  of  do- 
minion. 
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ftiinion,  (lightly:  touch  on  the  military  and 
naval  events  of  his  reign,  and  contemplate 
him  chieSy  in  the  ihades  of  his  private  life^ 
and  in  his  more  amiable  character  of  re* 
former  0/  his  country,  which  glorious  title  he 
fo  juftly  claims  from  his  works,  his  genius, 
and  his  judgment. 

When  Fedor  the  fon  of  Alexis  died,  1683. 
and  left  no  offspring  as  the  faithful  pat«^ 
tern  c  f  his  clemency,  moderation,  and  tem- 
perance, Ivan  and  Peter,  his  two  brothers, 
might  juftly  be  confidered  the  two  moft  na- 
tural candidates  to  the  vacant  throne.  An 
hiftorian,  whofe  pen  is  moved  with  fingular 
quicknefs  and  elegance,  but  whofe  fancy  and 
prejudice  too  often  lead  him  beyond  the 
bounds  of  probability  and  reafon,  has  declared 
that  his  youngeft  brother  was  nominated  his 
fuccelTor  by  the  dying  Czar ' ;  but  a   more 

intimate 

■  "  Feodbr*  avant  d'cxpircr  voyant  que  fon  frere  Ivan, 
trop  difgraci^  de  la  nature,  etoit  incapable  de  regner,  nomma 
pour  heritier  dcs  Ruffies  fon  fecond  frere  Pierre,  &c."  Vol- 
taire Hift.  de  Ruffie,  p.  9S. — We  are  furprifed  to  fee  Mr. 
Tooke  fall  into  the  fame  error,  vol.  H.  p.  41.  Le  Clerc 
alfo,  whoie  dirpoiition  to  contradid  Levefque,  and  reverence 
for  Voltaire>  have  led  him  ipto  ibme  awkward  ficuations  ia 
his  Hiftory  of  Peter,  embraces  the  fame  opinion,  vol.  iix. 
p.  105.  But  the  fuperior  refcarch  of  Levefque  has  eipofed 
and  re^ified  their  miflakes,  in  a  valuable  note  of  his  fourth 
volume,  p.  204.     And  Mr.  Coxe  evinces  bis  accudomed 
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intimate  acquaintance  with  the  political 
maxims  of  Ruilia  would  have  correded  this 
aflertion,  and  informed  him,  that  in  latter 
reigns,  the  rights  of  primogeniture  were  in-^ 
variably  refped^ed,  and  confcqucntly  thalt 
Fedor  expired  in  the  full  confidence  of  Ivan'a 
claims  being  ratified  by  the  united  confent  of 
the  nobles  and  people. 

*  Ivan  had  attained  his  fixteenth  year  when 
the  throne  became  vacant ;  but  a  fickly  con« 
(Utution  blafted  both  the  vigor  of  his  mind 
and  body.  His  brother  Peter,  who  drew 
his  birth  from  Natalia,  the  fecond  wife  of 
Alexis,  was  then  a  flranger,  by  his  early  years, 
to  the  cares  attendant  upon  dominion. 

'  The  conftant  illnefs  of  the  elder  prince 
urged  the  Boyars  to  exalt  Peter  to  the  dirone 
of  his  anceftors,  whofe  boldnefs  of  mien,  and 
vivacity  of  manners  had  long  attraded  their 
fondcft  attention.  Ivan  fubmitted,  without 
reluifiance,  to  this  fingular  and  unexpeded 


£igactty  and  intelligence^  wken  he  fajs,  it  is  not  probable 
that  Fedor,  vrho  was  entirely  governed  by  Sophia*  and  his* 
©wn  family,  ftould  i^  in  dire^  oppoikion  to  their  intereftsr 
and  infure,  by  the  nomination  of  Peter,  the  adinluiftratioi^ 
of  affairs,  to  the  Nariftikins  (his  relatives  and  |)a£ts£aos)> 
ToLii.  p.  34. 

*  Le  Clerc,  torn  iii.  p.  106. 

*  Lcvcfque,toni.  i v.  p.  206— 209,  210. 

refo- 
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refoiution  of  the  Boyars.  But  his  eldeft  After 
Sophia,  who  was  efteemed  the  moft  lovely 
as  well  as  the  mod  accomplifhed  of  her  fex  % 
enraged  and  ditappdinted  at  this  ele&ion  of 
her  ftep-brother  Peter,  and  fupported  by  a 
powerful  fa£lion,  infu(ed  the  fpirit  of  com- 
motion  among  the  Strelitzes,  which  foon  re- 
ftored  the  injured  Ivan  to  his  prerogatives 
of  brrth. 

If  it  be  fo  difficult  a  tafk  to  difcover  the 
fteady  countenance  of  truth,  in  our  times, 
amidft  the  mercenary  roar  of  fadiof),  vain  i^ 
the  endeavour  to  difcover  her  at  the  diftance 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  years.  Some  wri- 
ters, who  eaccel  in  defamation ',  have  openly 

^  Her  intelleAual  attaiAments  are  noticed  with  great  fplrit 
by  Co»e,  vol.  iu  p  48. ;.  while  the  charms  of  her  perfon  are 
attcftcd  by  all  her  friends  and  foes,  except  by  the  ftupid, 
fa^iousy  and  difbonoarable  Adrien  fiailJet^  the  fuppofmtious 
envoy  of  Poland,  who  dcfcribes  her  as  a  lump  of  deformity* 
See  his  effete  and  party  Hained  work,  L9  Relation  de  la 
Mofcovie  ;  a  la  Haye,  1699;  p.  151. 

•  Voltaire  has  given  the  /on  tamod  of  the  French  writers 
to  defame  the  chara£ier  of  Sophia.  One  of  his  moft  falth« 
ful  copyiflsy  Lacombe^  thus  paints  the  princefs  in  fuch  fan* 
quinary  colours,  that  we  might '  almod  fuppofe,  from  his 
portrait,  Ihe  inherited  the  foul  of  a  Tiberius  or  Caligula : 
"  Cette  femme  embrafe  la  capitale  des  feur  de  la  (edition, 
elle  m^me  ie  met  a  la  t£te  des  revokes,  elle  ranime  hur 
furetir  languiflante,  fa  rage  ed  infatiable ;  et  trois  Jouis  de 
carnage  et  d'abomination  ne  peuvent  fatisfaire  cette  impla- 
cable f  uric  ;.'*  jp.  iia,  113. 

aiferted, 


f 


460  HISTORV  OF  THE 

aflerted,  that  this  princefs  wanted  power 
rather  than  inclination  to  effed^uate  the  death 
of  Peten  Others,  willing  to  abfolve  her  of 
all  ambition,  have  not  fcrupled  to  infinuate 
her  perfect  innocence  in  the  riots  of  the  Stre- 
litzes.  So  glaring  on  either  fide  are  the 
colours  of  falfehood  in  the  picture  of  party. 
In  total  defpair,  therefore^  of  giving  a  political 
charadler  of  Sophia  which  the  juftice  of  hit- 
tory  might  fandion,  we  (hall  proceed  to 
ihew  in  what  a  quick  manner  the  popular 
enthufiafm  determined  the  crown  in  favour 
of  Ivan. 

Some  emiflaries  of  Sophia  pofted  to  the 
different  quarters  of  this  formidable  militia, 
and  there  circulated  the  report,  that  Ivan  had 
been  (Irangled  by  the  Narifhkins,  the  relations 
and  adherents  of  Peter*.  Illuftrious  fufferers 
generally  experience  fympathy,  if  not  redrefs, 
from  the  people.  On  the  found  of  the  trum- 
pet of  fadtion,  twenty  thoufand  men  foon  ap- 
peared in  arms  at  MoCcow  ^,  and  flood  before 
the  Kremlin  with  artillery.  **  Deliver,  quickly 
deliver  to  our  revenge  thefe  traitors,  thefe 
murderers  of  the  Czar,'*  was  the  general  (hout 
of  this  furious  band. 

Their  flrength,  their  rage,  commanded  the 
inflant  attendance  of  the  terrified  court.  Ivan, 

*  Strahlenberg,  p.  227,  228. 
^  Le  Clerc,  torn. iii.  p.  ict>. 

Peter, 
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Peter,  his  mother,  and  minifters,  came  out  of 
the  palace  to  pacify  their  tumultuous  paf- 
fions.  Formed  into  one  body,  and  moved 
by  one  foul,  they  infolently  exclaimed,  **  We 
will  no  longer  delay  our  eledion  of  a  fove- 
reign."  Then  fainting  Ivan '  with  their 
lances  as  their  Czar,  they  rufhed  into  the  pa« 
lace  with  favage  looks  and  defperate  inten- 
tions. Their  firft  vidlim  was  Aphanafi  Na- 
ri(hkin,  brother  of  Natalia.  Terror,  or  acci- 
dent had  diredled  his  fteps  to  the  chapel. 
They  threw  him  out  of  the  window,  and  their 
cruel  comrades  received  his  body  on  the  points 
Qf  their  lances  ^  Some  Boyars,  chief  officers 
of  the  crown,  members  of  the  council,  a  long^ 
train  of  their  dependants,  and  the  phyficians^ 
fufFered  immediate  death,  under  the  vague 
fufpicion  of  having  deftroyed  the  beloved 
Fedor,  by  the  fecret  operations  of  poi- 
fon". 

•  If  we  may  believe  the  Jcfuit  mlfiionary  Bouvet,  in  his 
Prefent  Condition  of  the  Mofcovite  Empire,  Lond.  1699, 
p.  9.  Peter  would  have  been  driven  from  the  throne  by  tht 
feditious  Strelitzes^  if  he  had  not  difplayed  a  heart  incapable 
of  fear»  when  fo  many  of  his  friends  and  relations  were 
murdered  in  his  prefence. 

'  Le  Clercy  torn.  iii.  p.  109. 

■**  Levefque,  tom.iv,  p.2ii.}  and  Confctt's  State  of 
RuiSa,  i729>p.  27- 

The 
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"  The  rcias  of  government  were  then  put 
by  them  into  the  hands  of  Sophia ;  while 
the  name  of  Czar,  and  the  name  only, 
was  enjoyed  by  the  dull  Ivan,  which  was 
likewife  bellowed  on  Peter  at  the  urgent  in- 
treaties  of  his  brother".  By  the  orders  of 
this  united  band,  the  patriarch  put  the  crown 
on  their  youthful  heads ;  but  the  whole  le- 
giflative  as  well  as  executive  power  was  cx- 
crcifed  without  difguife,  and  without  control, 
by  Sophia  *'.  More  anxious  now  than  ever 
to  ingratiate  herfelf  into  the  favour  and  efteem 
of  troops,  from  whofe  minds  could  not  be 
concealed  the  dreadful  fecret  of  their  own  ir- 
refiftible  weight,  flie  appointed  Ivan  Khovan- 
iki  their  commander,  who  had  the  valuable 
talent  of  rendering  himfelf  both  an  objedl  of 
their  love  and  fear :  yet  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
unmanageable  infolence  had  thefe  Janiflaries 
of  Ruflia  arifen,  from  their  late  guilty  vidory, 
that  the  government  was  not  only  obliged  to 
confifcate  the  goods  of  the  murdered  Boyars, 
to  purchafe  their  precarious  faith,  but  alfo 

"  Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  iii.  p.  1 1 1.  Mottley'i  Life  of  Peter  the 
Great,  Lond.  1739,  vol.  i.  p.  15* ;  and  Memoirs  du  Regn« 
de  Pierre  le  Grand,  torn.  ii.  p. 8. 

"  Tooke»  vol.  ii.  p.  45. 

'*  She  fo  far  affumed  the  attributes  of  royalty,  ^5  to  have 
her  image  imprcfled  upon  the  current  coin.  Sec  Strahlen- 
bcrg^  p.  229.  Lacombe,  p.  1 1 7^  118. 

to 
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to    diftribute    a    moft    liberal    donadve   to 
them  '*• 

The  regent,  and  her  prime  minifter  Golit- 
zin  *',  ,(whofe  liberality  to  ftrangers,  free,  and 
affable  manners,  quick  capacity  for  bufinefs^ 
and  familiar  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language^ 
has  obtained  a  mod  diftinguifhed  &me  in  the 
hiftory  of  his  own  times,)  had  now  full  op* 
portunity  to  concert  meafures  for  the  folid 
eftablifhment  of  their  power.  The  Czar  Ivan 
flumbered  on  the  throne.  His  brother  was 
carefully  excluded  from  all  affairs  of  the  date 
by  the  princefs  and  her  fagacious  colleague, 
and  permitted  to  confume  his  time  in  the  com- 
.  pany  of  foreigners^  who  plunged  him  into  a 
diiTolute  courfe  of  amufemeQts,ftudied  to  ren« 
der  him  indifferent  to  public  efteem'^  and  foon 
removed  him  from  the  management  of  a  weak 
and  timid  mother ;  yet  in  this  affociation  he 
fflt  the  firft  viral  fpark  of  his  future  greatnefs^ 

Thefc  companions  of  his  loofer  hours 
placed  before  his  admiring  view  the  outlines 
of  the  arts,  government,  and  military  difci- 

>^  l.e  Clerct  torn,  iii*  p.  i  la. 

"  Se«  his  intelledual  accompliflmients  in  Mottlej^  yol.4< 
p.  20.;  Bamks's  Hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great,  Lond.  1740, 
p.  51. ;  Lacombe,  p.  11 8. 

■'^  Strahlenberg,  238,  239. ;  Vita  de  Pietro  il  Grande, 
Ven.  1739,  p«  41-* 47. ;  Confideratipns  fur  les  Caufes  de  ]a 
Foiblefle  ct  de  la  Puiflance  de  TEmpire  de  Ruifie,  Amft. 
1772,  cap.  XXI.  p.  92,  93. 

pliae 
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plinc  of  poliflied  nations.  Thus,  while  So- 
phia and  her  confederates  imagined  the  neg- 
ledted  prince  '^  was  rapidly  approaching  to 
the  fummit  of  infamy  and  vice,  and  the  am- 
bition of  their  patronefs  had  embraced  the 
throne  by  his  condemnation  to  a  monaftery, 
the  genius  and  judgment  of  Peter  were  laying 
the  foundations  of  that- monument  which  was 
hereafter  to  record  his  name  as  the  bene- 
fador  of  his  country* 

The  increafing  (icknefs  of  Ivan  juftified 
one  part  of  the  fanguine  hopes  of  Sophia. 
To  fix  them  beyond  the  reach  of  accident, 
fhe  immediately  determined  to  bind  her  bro- 
ther i-n,  matrimonial  vows,  whofe  bed,  if 
fruitful  or  barren,  would  equally  tend  to  the 
continuance  of  her  authority.  From  the 
powcrlefs  infancy  of  a  child  '*  (he  had  a  long 
period  to  reign  before  any  check  could  be 
given  to  her  ambition.     If  barren,  her  in- 

''  Alex's  had  however  appointed  General  Meneiius,  a 
Scotchman,  for  his  preceptor,  who  was,  to  quote  the  words 
of  Mottley,  *•  a  perfon  well  qualified  for  that  employment," 
being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
and  fpeaking  perfe(5lly  well  all  the  European  languages ; 
••  but  the  commotions  raifed  by  Sophia,"  continues  the  fame 
author,  *^  who  not  being  able  to  make  Menefius  abandon 
the  intereft  of  this  her  half-brother,  forced  him  to  retire  ;** 
vol.  i.  p.  II. 

*•  See  the  curious  and  criminal  advice  of  Golitzln  in  ^his 
affair.  Vitadi  Pietro  il  Grande,  p*  5',  J*- 

trigues, 
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trigue^y  fupported  by  her  prefent  authority,'^ 
would  be  able^  in  the  end^  to  banifh  from 
the  throne  the  fuppofed  degenerate  foa  of 
Natalia.  A  beautiful  young  lady  named 
Prafkovia,  was  deftined  to  promote  the  former, 
part  of  this  ambitious  projed  '^  Her  mar- 
riage with  the  infirm  Ivan  was  folemnized  16S44 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  But 
another  and  more  threatening  infurreAion 
of  the  Strelitzian  bands  had  nearly  put  an 
end  to  the  regent's  power  in  the  fame  manner 
as  Ihe  received  it. 

Their  beloved  chief  Khovanfki  owed  hia  1685. 
exalted  ftation  to  Sophia  ^^s  but,  elated  by 
his  fuccefs,  and  fierce  from  the  attachment  of 
this  licentious  foldiery,  he  ceafed  to  remember 
the  ruling  hand  which  had  raifed  him  to  his 
prefent  honours.  Majefly  could  not  brook 
an  infult  which  fo  fenfibly  wounded  its  pride^ 
and  endangered  its  fafety.  The  court  thea 
held  its  refidence  at  Colomna.  A  placard 
was  affixed  to  the  gates  of  the  palace^ 
which  announced  the  intention  of  Kho- 
vanikii  his  fon,  and  the  Strelitzes,  to  in- 
volve the  Czars,  their  family,  the  patriarch, 
and  Boyars,  in  one  horrible  maffacre.    The 

«•  LeClerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  114*5  Lacombc,  p.  izo,  121.  j 

Banks,  p.  48. 

*•  Lcvcfquc,  torn.  iv.  p;  217,  218.     Le  Clerc,  torn.  in. 
p.  114,  lift 
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court  immediately  retired  to  the  ftrong  tno^ 
naftcry  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  whofe  maflfy 
vails,  large  moats,  and  ramparts  furni(hed 
with  artillery,  were  thea  their  fureft  fafe« 
gU4rd« 

The  mod  ftreauous  exertions  were  made 
by  the  adminiftration  to  cru(h  the  firfl:  move- 
meots  pf  fedition ;  but  the  public  tranquillity 
qhiefly  required  the  prefence  of  Khovanfki  at 
this  afylum  of  royalty ;  and  the  boldnefs  of 
Sophia  di^atched  the  fummons.  After  fome 
hefitation,  this  officer  obeyed  the  mandate, 
either  from  a  juft  confidence  in  his  ftrengthf 
or  hb  own  innocence*  But  before  he  fet  out 
on  this  djoubtful  jouraey  he  was  taken. 
His  So&i  a  youth  of  daring  enterprize,  was 
aUb  ftized  la  a  neighbouring  village  of  the 
capital. 

*'  On  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  capture 
of  the  Khovanfkis,  the  enraged  Strelitzes 
founded  the  alarum  bell,  provided  themfelves 
with  arms  from  the  arfenal,  polled  picquets 
in  all  the  quarters  of  the  city,  and  prepared 
to  march  towards  th?  Holy  Trinity,  with  a 
full  determination  of  (bedding  the  nobleft 
blood  of  the  empire.  An**  officer,  in  his 
preffing  anxiety  to   deliver  a  letter  of  the 

*'  Mottlej*  vol.  i.  p.  18. ;  Memoirs  da  Regue  de  Pierre 
le  Grand)  torn.  ii.  p.  16,  17. 
^  Levefque^  torn.  iv.  p*  a  19,  320. 

Czar 
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Czar  to  the  patriarch;  bad  nearly  perlOied  by 
the  popular  fury.  This  defpotic  body  of 
guards  commanded  the  patriarch  to  give 
them  the  contents  of  the  royal  epiftle. 
When  the  trembling  prelate  informed  theia 
of  the  execution  of  their  favourite  and  his 
font  their  paffions  returned  again  with  re* 
doubled  violence,  their  eyes  glared  with  fury, 
and  their  fwords  menaced  deftrudion.  With 
one  voice,  and  with  one  fpirit,  they  cried, 
^  Let  us  march,  let  us  give  the  flxoke  of 
death  to  all  the  Boyars«" 

But  when  thefefanguinary  troops  difcovtredb 
that  their  numbers  no  longer  awed  and  terrified 
tihe  court,  who  had  aflembled  a  ftrong  force  to 
oppofe  them,  and  was  fending  out  for  the  arrefr 
of  the  moft  treafonabie  of  the  cohort,  their 
courage  gave  way  to  the  mo£k  violent  de^air* 
The  ftreetsof Mofcownow  only  refounded  vrith 
the  explamations  of  their  penitence  and  guilt; 
and  with  an  unfeigned  forrow,  the  eSt(k  of 
their  juft  terrors,  th6y  proceeded  to  the  fonnr 
of  their  own  condemnation.     They  firft  ap*r  ; 

proached  the  altar,  and  received  with  team^ 
of  contrition  the  facraments  of  the  cfaureb*  ) 

When  this  facred  duty  was  performed,  the/ 
took  a  lail  farewel  of  their  wives  and  chil-^ 
drcn  *',  and  proceeded  towards  the  Holy  Tri^ 

59  Baakif  p.  47. ;  Laec^be,  p.  1 15. 


^  HISTORY  OP  THE 

nity;  while  fuch  was  their  fdrprinog  and 
profound  repentance,  that  they  even  carried 
the  hatchets,  cords,  and  other  implements  of 
.  their  puni{hment,  and  faved  the  court  the 
trouble  of  enforcing  the  juft  feverity  of  the 
law,  by  pronouncing  their  own  fentence  of 
death*  The  moft  obnoxious  fuflFered,  the  reft 
were  indebted  for  their  lives  to  the  zealous 
ioterceflion  of  the  patriarch  \  But  this  band, 
once  fo  formidable  and  favoured,  for  ever  loft 
the  confidence  of  Sophia,  and  was  divided 
among  the  regiments  on  the  frontiers  *',  until 
their  fiumbers  became  contemptible. 

On  this  fettlement  of  a  rebellion,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  muft  have  inevitably  left  behind 
it  a  long  train  of  diforder  and  ruin,  the  em* 
pire  foon  recovered  its  health  and  vigour, 
under  the  wife  counfels  of  the  princds  and 
her  able  advifer  Golitzin :  but  in  her  entire 
attention  to  the  flouriihing  ftate  of  the  em- 
pire, Ihe  foi^ot  to  confider  that  her  ufurpa- 
tion  had  placed  her  on  a  flippery  piece  of  ice 
where  it  was  difficult  to  ftand  without  the 
gveateft  caution  and  firmnefs,  and  impoflible 
tp  fall  without  immediate  ruin.  The  age  of 
ui&ncy  now  no  more  exercifed  its  thought- 
lefa  fway  over  Peter ;  his  mind  glowed  vnth 

^  Le  CIerc,tom.  iii.  p.  ii6. 
•»  TookefVoI.ii.  P.4S. 

the 
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the  fire  of  ambition^  and  a  tfaiWl  of  know- 
ledge,  which  opened  to  him  all  the  duties 
and  temptations  of  abfolute  power ;  while  his 
proud  heart  could  ill  ftoop  to  play  the  obfe- 
quious  charadler  of  the  flave,  where  he  felt 
both  his  rights  and  perfonal  merit  entitled 
him  to  reprefent  the  mafter. 

An  event  foon  occurred,  the  con(e- 
quences  of  which  ought  to  have  proved  a  fure 
prefage  to  Sophia,  that  one  of  them  only  could 
reign,  and  that  all  hopes  of  conciliation  were 
at  an  end.  In  the  middle  of  this  year,  the  >^8^* 
war  which  had  been  commenced  between 
Ruilia  and  Poland  in  the  reign  of  Alexis, 
was  terminated  in  advantageous  conditions 
to  the  former  by  the  wifdom  and  addrefs  of 
Golitzin,  The  Ottoman  court  at  that  time  . 
had  quarrelled  with  the  Poles  and  Germans  ^. 
Both  thefe  powers  warmly  folicited  Ruffia  to 
throw  her  fword  into  the  common '  fcale,  ia 
order  to  employ  the  Turks  oi)  the  fide  of  the 
Krimean  Tatars. 

Sophia  at  firft  refufed  to  Hften  to  the  alli«- 
ance.  But  fome  Boyars,  the  ftrenuous  par«- 
tizans  of  Peter,  framed  their  opinion  with 
fuch  art  and  flattery,  as  to  perfuade  the  prin* 
cefs  to  join  the  propofed  confederacy,  and  hcF 
favourite  to  take  the  chief  command. 

•^  Tookc,  vol.ii.  p.  48,  49,  59. 
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Trained  up  from  infancy  to  th^  arts  of 
courts,  and  to  the  management  of  civil  bufi-* 
Befs,  the  military  talents  of  GoUtzin  were 
jtfftly  deemed  by  the  fagacious  adherents  of 
Fe(er  inadequate  to  that  important  charge  *^ ; 
the  leaft  mifcarriage  would  therefore  not  only 
injure  his  own  reputation,  but  make  the  peo- 
ple highly  diflatisBed  with  the  regent ;  while 
the  abfence  of  Golitzin  would  enable  Peter  to 
infuie  with  greater  eafe  and  quicknefs  the 
poifbn  of  difcontent  among  all  ranks.  The 
uafuccefsful  event  of  the  war  juftified  the  moft 
Auiguine  expectations  of  Peter  and  thofe  of 
liis  £idion. 
1687.  In  one  campaign,  fuch  was  the  revenge  of 
party,  or  the  caprice  of  fortune,  or  the  igno^ 
ranee  of  his  manoeuvres,  that  the  ftrength  of 
forty  thoufand  men  was  rendered  ufelefs  for 
ever  by  the  irrefiftible  fwords  of  the  enemy, 
Golitzio's  army  amounted  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  men,  yet  difgrace  ftill  followed  this 
immenfe  force  in  every  engagement ;  and  theit 
general  retreated  into  Ruffia  without  once  ob- 
taining the  name  of  a  conqueror.  Sophia  la-' 
boured  to  conceal  the  misfortune  of  her  tnU 
nifter,by  throwinjg^nfl  the  failure  of  this  defeat 
upon  the  Hetniah  of  the  Cofacks^,  and  banilh** 
ing  him  into  Siberia  for  his  ill  condud ;  but 

•*  Mottlcy.  ▼ol.  i.  p.  aa. 

••  See  Cordon's  Hiftoiy  of  Peter  the  Great|  vol.  i.  p.  87. 

the 
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the  culpable  objed  was  vifible  evdn  to  the  dilH 
fight  of  the  people :  a  partial  murmur  of  dif- 
fatisfadion  was  heard  throughout  the  capital^ 
which  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  fecond  campaiga 
fwelled  into  a  cry  of  general  indignation. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  **,  the  royal  Peter 
difpiayed  the  firft  dawnings  of  that  fiery  ^6^9. 
opennefs  of  temper,  and  undaunted  firmiiefs 
of  mind,  which  fo  plainly  charaderifed  his 
maturer  years.  Confcious  of  his  ability  to 
adminiAer  the  public  affairs  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people,  he  fcorned  to  difguife  the  ran- 
cour of  heart  which  he  entertained  towards 
his  fifter  for  the  violent  methods  which  (he  had 
taken  to  wrcft  them  from  his  hands.  Their 
diflike  increafed  by  years,  and,  fomented  by 
the  aits  of  fadion,  at  laft  reached  to  f^ich  aa 
implacable  averfion  for  each  other,  as  maiu« 
fefted  itfelf  almoft  on  every  public  bccafion. 

^^6ut  the  time  tK>w  approached  when 
Sophia  could  no  longer  oppofe  Petef's  right 
to  exercife  the  power  of  a  ibvereign.  The 
fovereigns  of  Ruflia,  according  to  an  an«^ 
cient  cuftom,  affiled  at  certain  feftivals  of 
the  Greek  calendar  in  their  moft  fpletidid 
habits  of  ceremony.  To  one  of  thefe  cjc«- 
^ibitions  of  religious  pride  Sophia  repaired, 

*^  Confett,]^.  31. 

?®  Levefque^  torn,  iv-  p.  128, 229,  230, 
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With  a  diadem  on  iher  head,  and  all  the 
other  emblems  of  fupreme  authority.  Peter 
appeared  next  in  the  foletnn  procefBon; 
but,  unable  to  flifle  his  tranfports  of  in-* 
dignation  at  the  fuperior  majefty  aflumed 
by  his  fifter,  he  abruptly  retired  from  the 
church  and  the  city  to  Kolomna,  followed 
by  his  friends  who  eagerly  fought  every  op* 
portunity  to  exafperate  the  refentment  of  their 
prince. 

Soon  after  his  departure,  the  alarming  in<^ 
telligence  was  brought  to  him  at  Preobrai- 
j^niko,  that  the  Strelitzes  of  feveral  regiments 
had  aflembled  in  the  Kremlin,  and  that 
Stcheglovitoi,  the  fucceflbr  of  the  unfortunate 
Khovanfki,  and  the  devoted  flave  of  Sophia, 
''  headed  this  formidable  body  of  men,  whofe 
motions  were  therefore  doubtlefs  diredcd  by 
Sophia  and  her  minifters. 

Peter  retired  with  bis  mother  to  the  for- 
tified monaftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and 
immediately  fummoned  to  their  aid  the  troops 
of  the  cities.  The  regiment  of  Strelitzes 
commanded  by  Soukharef,  haftened  to  dif- 
pute  with  them  the  honour  of  proteding 
Peter's  perfon  from  the  dangers  of  fecrct 
or  avowed  confpiracy.     Stchegloyitoi,  unagr 

''  Gordon^  vol.  i.  p.  Bo.  Mottlcyi  voL  i.  p.  37.  Lacombc, 
p.  laS. 

quainted 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  47^ 

quainted  with  the  failure  of  his  defign,  prefled 
forwards  on  a  rapid  march  to  Preobrajenflco. 
The  abfence  of  the  court  at  once  revealed  to 
him  the  difcovery  of  his  fecret ;  but  fenfiblc 
that  diffimulation,  not  force,  could  only  pre- 
vent the  fatal  confequences  of  his  treachery, 
he  attempted  to  hide  the  real  caufe  of  this 
vifit,  under  his  duty  to  relieve  the  guard  of 
the  prince  " ;  a  tale  fo  little  varniftied  over 
with  truth,  as  to  be  rejefted  even  by  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  multitude,  who  well  knew  that 
thefe  favourite  troops  were  never  accuftomed 
to  attend  their  fovereign  but  in  his  capital. 

Every  a£tion  of  Sophia,  when  (he  difco-.  , 
yered  neither  threats  nor  arms  could  fubdue 
Peter,  ftrongly  betrayed  her  trembling  per- 
plexity and  inward  guilt.  She  furpaflcd  the 
people,  if  poffible,  in  her  expreflions  of  abhor- 
rence againfl  this  atrocious  plot  of  the  Stre* 
litzes.  The  confcioufnefs  of  public  fufpicioa 
urged  her  to  implore  the  patriarch-'  to 
mollify  the  rage  and  to  folicit  the  love  of  her 
brother*  The  unavailing  attempt  was  made 
by  the  real  or  afFeded  zeal  of  the  chief  of  the 
church.  But  on  his  arrival  at  the  Holy  Tri- 
,  nity,  he  refigned  for  ever  the  wifli  of  a£ting 
the  part  pf  mediator,  on  feeing  a  full  expo- 

•*  Memoires  du  Regne  de  Bierrcic  Grand|  torn.  ij.  p.  77.5 
Vita  de  Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  59. 
f  Lacombe,  p.  iji-i  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande^  p.  63. 

fuioa 
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fition  of  thofe  circumftances  which  eftablifhed 
the  guilt  of  Stcheglovitoi,  and  which  alfo  lead 
to  a  ftrong  prefumpcion,  that  the  princefs  was 
the  fecret  promoter  of  this  difturbance. 

The  difcovery  of  her  violent  proceedings 
not  only  induced  the  patriarch  to  forget  his 
profeffions  of  fupport  in  her  caufe,  but  pro- 
voked him  to  treat  her  with  the  moft  con- 
temptuous filence.  He  neither  returned  to 
Mofcow,  or  deigned  to  acquaint  her  diftraded 
mind  with  the  refult  of  his  miflion.  Over* 
whelmed  with  difmay  and  terror,  ihe  fet  out 
for  the  Trinity  to  vindicate  her  condud. 
J3ut,  in  the  progrefs  of  her  journey,  (he  re- 
ceived a  mandate  from  Peter  for  her  return 
to  Mofcow'*,  delivered  in  fuch  terms,  as 
plainly  fignified  that  ihe  had  nothing  to  ex« 
ped  from  his  love,  every  thing  to  dread  from 
his  hatred.  Hopelefs  of  efieding  an  accom* 
modation  with  her  brother,  and  warned  of 
her  impending  danger  by  this  order,  (he  en- 
deavoured to  efcape^into  Poland  ;  but  this  lai): 
profpeja  of  freedom  was  clofed  by  the  a£tive 
hand  of  party-zeal.  Arrefted,  and  condude4 
to  the  Devitchee  nunnery,  her  dreams  of  am- 
bition gradually  diflblved  in  the  folitude  of 
this  perpetual  confinement  ^\    Tlips  fell,  from 

*♦  Mottlcy,  vol.  L  p.  40. ;  Banks,  p-57. 
'5  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p-^i* 

the 
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the  height  of  power,  a  woman  whofe  a£lion?, 
though  deeply  blackened  by  prejudice,  yet 
leave  as  little  doubt  that  her  crimes  were  am- 
biguous, as  that  her  courage  and  prudence, 
had  (he  proved  confiftent  in  her  condud, 
would  have  atmihilated  for  ever  the  future 
glories  of  Peter**. 

The  fate  of  Golitzin  was  no  lefs  fevere  and 
expeditious.  Born  with  too  noble  a  fpirit  to 
defcrt  his  benefadlrefs  in  the  hour  of  danger^ 
he  fought  by  every  attention  to  difpel  her  ap- 
prehenfions  in  their  way  to  the  Holy  Tri- 
nity :  but  he  was  arretted,  and  his  life  reluc- 
tantly  fpared  at  the  interceflion  of  his  coufin 
Boris  Golitzin,  the  governor  of  Peter. 
Stripped  of  his  rank  and  employments,  a 
tattered  garment  was  the  fole  remnant  of  his 
fortunes,  who  had  fo  lately  adminiftered  the 
affairs  of  a  great  empire.  Golitzin  was  firft 
baniflied  with  his  family  to  Kargapol :  his 
fecond  place  of  exile  was  Pouftozer&oi,  where 

'*  In  the  *•  Antidote  ou  Examen  da  voyage  en  Siberie,  de 
r Abbe  d'Auteroche,'*  the  great  part  of  which  work  is  attri-' 
buted  to  the  pen  of  the  fecond  Cath^iriney  a  friendly  eye  has 
been  cad  orer  the  faults  of  Sophia^  while  her  forefight^ 
adivity,  and  vigour  in  the  affairs  of  government,  are  cele- 
brated with  a  commendable  and  difmterefted  zeal.  We  read 
in  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  41 .  and  in  fome  other  refpe6table  autho- 
rities  that  Peter  frequently  exprefled  his  regret,  that  the 
jboundlefs  ambition  of  Sophia  hindered  him  from  fharing 
half  his  throne  with  her.  But  the  charader  of  the  fpeaker 
Tcry  mocb  invalidates  the  fincerity  of  the  femiment. 

he 
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he  ended  his  days,  long  remembered  for  his 
numerous  virtues  ^\  By  the  orders  of  Peter, 
Stcheglovitoi  and  his  accomplices  departed 
from  JVlofcow  to  the  Trinity.  Their  crimes 
were  too  manifeft  and  heinous  for  Peter  to 
think  of  forgivenefs.  The  chiefs  of  this  coa- 
fpiracy  were  beheaded ;  while  their  fubor* 
dinate  aflfociates,  after  their  tongues  were  cut 
out^  received  the  milder  fentence  of  banifh* 
ment  to  Siberia  ^*. 

The  defire  of  fuppreffing  the  fainteft  fpark 
of  infurredtion,  now  recalled  Peter  to  the 
capital.  His  brother  not  only  appeared  to 
manifeft  a  violence  of  rage  againft  the  con- 
dud  of  his  fifter,  little  to  be  expedled  from 
his  feeble  difpofition,  but  atoned  for  her  guilt 
by  the  full  furrender  of  his  fuperior  claims  to 
the  crown.  In  the  government  of  this  mighty 
ftate,  Peter  now  flood  alone  and  abfolutCi  yet 
he  invariably  affected  to  confult  his  brother 
in  all  tranfadions  of  importance^  a  confola-r 
tion  perfedly  fufficient  to  a  charadcr  fo  in- 
dolent and  unafpiring.     The  debilitated  con^ 

*7  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  44, ;  J-acombe,  p.  132.  >  Vita  di 
Fietro  11  Grande^  p.  6;. ;  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  91. ;  Banks, 
p.  57.  J  Le  Clerc,  tojn.  iii.  p.  120.  Mr.  Coxe  however  con- 
tradicts this  aiTertion,  and  fajs  in  a  note,  vol.  ii.  p.  41.  that 
this  able  minifterfurvived  his  fall  twenty-four  years;  he  was 
releafed  from  hisprifon  in  1711,  and  ^ie^  uc  his  own  eftat^ 
in  1713. 

**  Williams's  Ruflia,  p.  93, 

ilitutioa 
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ftkutionofthis  prince  brought  hiirito  the  grave 
about  feven  years  fubfequent  to  his  rcfigna- 
tion  '• ;  and  over  his  tomb  might  be  infcribed 
this  dubious  praife,  that  he  performed  no  ac- 
tion which  contributed  either  to  the  glory  or 
happinefs,  or  mifery  of  the  people. 


In  our  attention  to  thofe  events  which 
heaped  on  the  minority  of  Peter  all  the  trou- 
bles of  domeftic  difcord,  we  have  negledted 
to  obferve  his  youthful  fports,  which  may  be 
faid  to  have  taught  him  the  virtues  of  firm- 
nefs  and  patience,  and  thofe  fludies  which 
enlarged  his  growing  powers,  and  firfl:  im- 
preflfed  on  his  mind  the  defire  of  fame,  and 
the  love  of  knowledge. 

The  **"  court  of  Peter,  when  RufSa  obeyed 
the  commands  of  Sophia,  was  generally  held 
at  Preobrajenlko,  a  neighbouring  town  of  the 
capital,  fituate  on  the  pleafant  borders  of  the 
Yaufa.  At  this  place  he  kept  fifty  young 
men,  the  fons  of  the  chief  Boyars,  in  the 
double  capacity  of  officers  of  his  houfehold 
and  companions  of  his  pleafures.  Among 
the  ftrangers  who  had  repaired  thither,  and 

3'  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  234. 

♦"  Le  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  1261  127.    Levefquei  tom.tr* 

whofe 
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whofe  feafonable  couniels  had  equally  en^' 
gaged  the  aifedlion  of  Peter,  and  acquired  a 
happy  afcendancy  over  his  impetuous  difpo- 
fition,  was  a  Genoefe  named  Le  Fort,  a  man 
educated  in  the  rough  fchool  of  adverfity, 
poflefliQg  a  (Irdng  underftanding,  improved 
by  the  ftudy  and  experience  of  mankind,  and 
virho  was  alfo  gifted  with  the  great  art  of  con- 
veying the  hariheft  truth  to  the  ear  of  the 
Czar,  without  offending  his  pride,  or  for- 
feiting his  attachment.     "^ 

This*'  fteady  adherent  of  Peter,  fprung 
from  a  noble  family  at  Geneva,  was  defigned 
for  commerce,  but  foon  left  it  for  the  pro- 
feflion  of  arms,  which  he  had  followed  ia 
Holland,  and  in  the  citadel  of  Marfeilles  with 
approved  courage.  His  adventui^ous  fpirit, 
which  had  induced  him  to  vifit  Ruilia  under 
the  reign  of  Alexis,  in  the  expedation  of 
making  a  dill  more  diftinguifhed  figure,  found 
little  diflSculty  in  converting  Peter  to  the  love 
of  a  fcience  fo  admirably  calculated  to  difplay 
his  courage,  and  fo  appropriate  to  the  veria* 
tility  of  his  genius.  By  the  advice,  and  un« 
der  the  dire&ioa  of  this  handfome  foldier  of 
fortune**^  thefe  youthful  affociates  of  Peter* 

were 

♦■  For  the  Hiftory  of  Le  Fort,  fee  Le  Clcrc,  torn.  iu. 
p.  126,  127. 

♦•  The  perfonal  attradions  of  Le  Fort  are  reported  to 
bate  becB  &  ftrikiog,  that  foon  after  his  arriyal  ia  Ruffia#* 

chef 
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were  £bon  clothed  in  the  lefs  cumbrous  habit 
of  the  Germans,  inftruded  to  move  to  the 
found  of  martial  mufic,  and  gradually  fami* 
liarized  with  the  rudiments  of  war. 

The  young  Czar,  to  encourage  the  vigour 
of  difcipline  by  his  prefence  «and  example, 
condefcended  to  promote  the  military  art  in 
the  humble  rank  of  a  drummer^'.  This  vo- 
luntary choice  of  the  lowed  fituation  was 
wifely  made  to  ftifle  every  murmur  of  dif- 
content  which  might  iffue  from  his  lefs  war- 
like companions  againft  the  hardfliips  and  re- 
ftraints  which  this  new  ftudy  impofed ;  for  it 
may  be  prefumed  that  none  could  complain 
with  juftice  of  the  rigour  of  a  ftate  which  was 
more  than  equally  ihared  by  their  indefati* 
gable  fovereign.  The  good  condu£t  of  the 
illuftrious  drummer  was  foon  rewarded  with 
the  name  of  private  foldier,  and  afterwards, 
by  his  confpicuous  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  his  fuperiors,  he  was  fucccffively  appointed 


they  procured  him  the  afiedion  and  hand  of  a  young  lady 
of  high  rank  and  large  fortune.    See  a  note  of  Tookc»  vol.  il. 

^  Mottley»  vol-i.  p.  55.  CEavrcs  de  Fontenelle,  1785. 
Eloge  da  Czar  Pierre^  torn.  iii.  p.  191.  Lacombe^  p.  1359 
136.  Memoirs  pour  fervir  a  l*HiftoIre  de  TEmpirc  Ruflicnj 
fous  Pierre  le  Grand,  par  un  mlniftre  etrangerc,  refident  en 
cette  Coor.  La  Haye,  17^ $•  P«52-  Vita  di  Pietro  il 
Gnmdci  p.  6^ 

to 
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to  the  ftations  of  the  fergeant  and  lieutenant 
of  his  company.  The  voice  of  flattery  fo 
loudly  blew  her  trumpet  for  this  military  af- 
fociation  *\  the  abilities  of  Peter,  and  the  af- 
fability of  his  manners  (which  his  critical 
fituation  fo  indifpenfably  required),  that  each 
day  frefli  dreams  of  recruits  poured  into  the 
royal  village.  Their  numbers  at  laft  became 
fo  great  that  they  fwelled  into  two  regiments^ 
the  former  which  was  called  Preobrajenfki  *% 
and  the  latter  took  the  appellation  of  Sc- 
menovfki.  They  frequently  performed  their 
military  exercifes  before  Sophia  and  the  Stre- 
litzes }  while  the  former,  in  her  fmiles  of  en« 
couragement,  little  thought  that  this  aflbcia- 
tion  would  (horten  her  power ;  and  the  latter, 
that  their  precarious  attachment  would  be 
fupplied,  and  dangerous  (Irength  reduced,  by 
thefe  new-raifed  bands; 

In  thefe  ufeful  amufements  which  initiated 
the  Rui&an  youth  into  the  fcience  of  tadics, 
and  confequently  taught  them  to  acknow- 
ledge the  advantages  of  regular  difcipline,  the 
hours  of  the  prince  were  confumed,  until  ac- 

^  VoItaire»  Rift,  de  Ruffie,  p.  122.  informs  us  that  a  fort 
was  conftruded  by  the  martial  zeal  of  Peter ,  in  the  attack 
and  defence  of  which  there  was  as  much  efifufion  of  blood  as 
in  a  field  of  battle.  ''  On  donna  un  combat  real,  dans  le 
quel  i\  J  cut  des  foldats  de  tues  et  beaucoup  de  ble(l&.'' 

^'  Le  Clerc«  tom.  iii.  p.  128..   ChantreaUy  vol.  i.  p.  161  • 

cident 
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cidcnt  led  him  to  the  ftudy  of  navigation. 
In  an  **  excurfion  to  Ifmaelof  with  Titnmer-  i692« 
man*  his  mafter  of  fortification,  his  inquifitive 
turn  of  mind  brought  him  to  vifit  a  magazme» 
where  he  difcovered  among  a  heap  of  neg- 
leded  things,  an  old  £ngli(b  boat.  Struck 
with  the  peculiarity  of  its  fliapc,  he  eagerly 
inquired  why  k  was  conftruded  in  a  manner 
diffimilar  to  all  thofe  which  had  hitherto 
met  his  fight.  Timmerman  informed  him, 
that  it.  was  a  veflel  fo  conftrudcd  as  to  fail 
againd  the  wind. 

All  the  enthufiafm  of  curiofity  now  flut- 
tered in  the  heart  of  Peter.  In  the  impa- 
tience of  his  wiOies  to  behold  this  manoeuvre, 
whofe  utility  was  fo  apparent,  the  hours  rolled 
heavily  along  until  Timmerman  recoUeded 
that  a  man  had  quitted  Holland  in  the  reign 
of  his  father  Alexis,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  building  fome  (hips  on  the  Gafpian  fea. 

Gardens  Brandt,  for  fuch  was  the  name  of 
the  once  forgotten  but  now  important  (hip- 
wright,  was  quickly  found,  and  as  quickly 
releafed  froin  his  trade  of  a  joiner*^,  which 
his  poverty  had  impofed  upon  him,  and  re- 
inftated  in  his  former  profefiion,  which  he  had 
only  abandoned  from  neceflity,  and  to  which 

♦•  Confctt,  p.  109,  aioy  21 1. 
*^  Le  Clercj  torn*  iii«  p.  i38. 

li  he 
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he  returned  with  joy.  His  fkiU  and  diligence, 
called  into  a£tion  by  the  profpedk  of  reward 
and  appkufe,  foon  repaired  the  veflel,  pro- 
vided it  with  a  maft  and  rigging,  and  failed 
in  it  upon  the  Yaufa  to  the  aftonifhment  of 
the  young  Czar,  and  doubtlefs  to  his  no  lefs 
aftonifiied  court. 

From  the  frequent  indulgence  of  this  fa- 
vorite amufement,  the  fovereign  of  Ruffia 
foon  acquired  fufiyrient  fkill  to  undertake  the 
management  of  the  boat.  But  from  failing 
along  the  placid  bofom  of  rivers  and  lakes  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mofcow,  he  made,  before  a 
year  had  ripened  his  naval  judgment,  the  voy- 
age of  Archangel,  on  the  White  Sea,  with  a 
convoy  of  Dutch  and  Englifti  fhips  **. 

This  new  paflion  of  the  Czar  appears  the 
more  extraordinary,  when  we  read  in  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  times,  that  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  could  not  pafs  over  a  river  or 
bridge  without  difplaying  the  ftrongeft  fymp- 
toms  of  fear  *^  His  relations  might  now  have 
felt  as  much  uneafmefs  at  his  bold  operations 
on  the  fea,  as  they  were  before  alarmed,  left 
the  exceffive  timidity  of  the  boy  fhould  tinge 
the  whole  fpirit  of  the  man. 


♦"  Levefquc,  torn.  iv.  p,  239. 

*»  Strahlenberg,  p.  273*  relates  the  caufe  of  his  terror  and 
the  manner  of  his  cure. 
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It  would  leflea  the  dignity  of  hiftory  to 
notice  thefe  purfuits,  if  they  could  be  at 
all  compared  to  thofe  which  are  fo  haftily 
adopted  and  as  haftily  difcarded  by  the  ar- 
dour and  ficklenefs  of  youthful  minds.  But 
from  thefe  juvenile  amufements  of  Peter  may 
be  dated  the  origin  of  that  mighty  revolution 
in  the  navy,  commerce,  and  army  of  his  vaft 
disjointed  empire.  For  his  mind '%  which 
was  capable  of  framing  the  moft  bold  and 
original  fchemes  of  policy,  being  inceiTantly 
bent  on  thefe  feveral  objects,  infenfibly  began 
to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  his  contemplation, 
and  to  feci  all  the  great  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  his  country,  and  to  his 
political  confequence  in  the  eyes  of  Europe, 
by  placing  thefe  pillars  of  the  ftatc  on  a  more 
extenfive  and  folid  foundation. 

^^  With  a  mixture  of  aftonifliment  and  incredulity,  we 
read  in  Mr.  Tooke's  Hiftory  of  Ruflia,  vol.  ii.  p  162.  that 
Peter  on  hit  return  from  his  travels  ordered  the  tempeftuous 
Ladoga  to  receive  the  knoot  for  fpoiling  his  exhibition  of 
aquatic  ikill,  and  terrifying  his  mind.  Although  no 
authority  is  cited  for  this  fingular  z6\.y  and  in  the  extent  of 
our  refearches  it  has  never  before  met  our  eye,  the  hi^h  and 
deferved  reputation  of  the  author  for  accuracy  of  informa- 
tion prevents  us  from  dif'puting  its  authenticity  ;  orherwifc 
we  never  could  have  fuppofed  that  the  immortnl  legiflator  ' 
of  Rnffia,  whofc  actions  proved  him  fo  little  fubjeJl  to  the 
dominion  of  fear,  and  whofe  natural  genius  was  fo  much 
improved  by  his  wide  furvey  of  mankind,  could  have  aded 
a  part  fo  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  his  people  and  fo  dif- 
graceful  to  himfeJf. 

lia  In 
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In  the  autumn  of  his  years,  the  cooler 
judgment  of  Peter  would  have  preferred  the 
ferene  days  of  peace  ;  but  he  now  languifhed 
to  obtain  the  applaufe  of  the  multitude,  in  the 
field  of  uncertain  war.  The  "  Poles  and  the 
Turks  were  ftill  armed  for  defence  or  con- 
queft ;  and  PeteV  relblved  to  try  his  ftrength 
in  their  long  and  defultory  conteft.  He  per- 
ceived that  the  moft  efFedual  way  to  humble 
the  infolence  of  the  Turk,  was  to  giin  pof- 
feflion  of  the  ftrong  town  of  Azof,  which 
commands  the  mouth  of  the  Don  ;  *  while  he 
fought  an  ultimate  reward  for  his  labours  in 
the  empire  of  the  Euxine  fea  '*•  A  fleet  was 
conftruded  at  Veronetz,  to  aid  his  ambitious 
defigns.  But  his  impatience  to  attack  the 
enemy,  without  the  conjunction  of  his  fliips  ", 
deftroyed  the  laurel  of  viSory  which  might 
otherwife  have  adorned  his  firft  campaign. 

The'*  future  hero  of'Ruflia  divided  his 
force  into  two  armies.  One,  compofed  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  men,  marched  under  Che- 
remetef.  This  corps,  not  confining  itfelf  to 
its  intention  of  keeping  the  Tatars  in  check, 
reduced  fevcral  towns :  the  other,  dcftined  to 

**  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  62. 

»*  Sec  the  Hift.  of  the  Czar  Peter  by  a  Brkifli  officer  im 
thefervice  of  the  Czar.  Lond.  1723.  p.  14. 
5'  Le  Clerc,  tom.iii.  p.  136. 
«♦  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  245,  246. 
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form  the  important  Jlege  of  Azof,  was  con* 
duded  by  Chein,  and  animated  in  the  purfuit 
of  glory  by  the  prefence  of  the  fovereign. 
Their  firft  attempts  were  fuccefsful.  "  Two 
forts  called  Cauanfpaes,  oppofite  to  each  other, 
the  Don  purfuing  his  courfe  between  them, 
firft  prefumed  to  refift.the  arms  of  the  Czar, 
but  were  foon  puniflied  for  their  audacity  by 
'  the  fkiil  and  refolution  of  the  Ruffians.  But  the 
citadel  of  Azof,  fupported  by  the  courage  and 
conftancy  of  fix  thoufand  men,  and  provided 
againft  the  danger  of  famine  by  the  unre- 
mitting care  of  the  Tatars,  to  whom  the  fea 
gave  an  unmolefted  communication  on  one 
fide  of  the  town,  might  well  deride  the  me- 
nace of  a  fiege.  After  a  lofs  of  thirty  thou- 
fand men,  the  difappointed  Czar  was  at  laft 
compelled  to  acknowledge  with  a  ftgh  that 
the  walls  of  Azof  were  for  the  prelent  im- 
pregnable. Three  thoufand  men  were  left, 
however,  in  the  two  forts  which  their  valour 
had  gained,  to  keep  Azof  in  a  ftate  of  block- 
ade during  the  winter. 

But  perhaps  this  wound  to  the  Ruffian 
arms  was  more  inflided  by  the  treachery  of 
an  individual,  than  by  the  want  of  a  liiitable 
appearance  of  tranfports  to  prevent  the 
fuccours    of    the   Tatars.     Chein,  for  fome 

5«  Gordon,  vol.  1.  p.  99, 

113  trivial 
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trivial  offence,  unfortunately  difgraced  the 
perfon  of  Jacob,  an  engineer  of  moft  approved 
ikill,  with  the  puniflhment  of  the  knoot'*. 
He  refented  this  fatal  indignity,  firft  by  fpik- 
ing  the  cannon "  of  the  Czar,  and  then 
throwing  himfelf  into  the  befieged  town  of 
Azof,  whofe  efforts  h,e  redoubled  by  a  (kill 
and  diligence  quickened  by  the  hopes  of  a 
fure  revenge.  The  undifmayed  and  nftive 
mind  of  Peter  was  ftimulated  more  than  ever 
by  the  failure  of  his  late  defigns.  And  it  is 
only  in  trying  fituations  like  thefe  that  we 
can  accurately  difcern  the  iaimenfe  diftance 
between  the  man  of  real  and  artificial  cour- 
age ;  the  former  prevents  his  ruin  by  his  re- 
folution  to  fall,  while  the  latter  meanly  fmks 
without  the  fainteft  ftruggle.  Nothing  was 
wanting  on  the  part  of  Peter  to  enfure  fuccefs, 
when  he  led  his  troops  a  fecond  time  againft 
the  authors  of  their  fhame. 
1696.  Chein  received  the  command  of  the  land 
forces**;  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the  em- 
peror, the  republic  of  Holland,  and  the  eledor 
of  Brandenbourg,  ahnoft  fent  forth  a  colony 
of  engineers,  gunners,  and  miners,  to  fecond 

-•  Le  CJerc,  torn.  iil.  p  r  ^7. 

*^  Voltaire  Hift  de  Ruflie,  p.  130.  Banks,  p.  72.  Vita 
di  Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  75.  Mottley,  vol.i.  p.  71.  Lacombe, 
p.  142. 

**  Tookc,  vol.  ii.  p.  63. 

their 
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tlieir  efForts  ** ;  whilft  two  men  of  war,  twenty- 
three  or  thirty  gallies  ",  two  galleots,  ind  four 
fire-fliips,  fwept  the  feas,  to  the  aftonifhment 
and  difmay  of  the  Turks,  under  the  orders  of 
the  brave  Le  Fort,  The  fortrefs  of  Azof  fo 
lately  triumphant  and  ftrong,  was  now  to  be 
oppreffed  by  the  well-concerted  plans  of  the 
Ruffians.  The  military  engines  of  the  Turks 
were  rendered  ufclefs,  their  attacks  repulfcd, 
and  their  hopes  of  fubfiftence  intercepted  by 
the  union,  the  valour,  and  the  circunfifpedion  , 
of  the  enemy.  While  their  defpair  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  refledion,  that  they  muft  either 
fufFer  the  ^extremity  of  hunger,  or  elfe  be  re- 
duced to  the  humiliating  neceffity  of  a  ca- 
pitulation. They  at  laft  preferred  the  lefs 
heroic  but  more  fafe  condition.  On  the 
twenty- eighth  of  July  *',  a  day  of  exultation 
to  the  Ruffians,  the  Czar,  who  might  fecretly 
wiffi  to  avoid  the  defpair  of  an  armed  foe, 
permitted  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  Azof 
to  collect  their  mod  precious  valuables,  and 


-^  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  104, 105.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  in.  p.  t^S, 
*•'  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p.  176.  Lacombe,  p.  146, — Obferve  the 
rapid  incrcafe  of  the  Ruffian  navy  in  1699  and  1702,  in  the 
Diarium  Itlneris  in  Mofcoviam  of  Korb>  fccretary  of  the 
Auftrian  Embafly  to  Ruffia  in  the  year  1697,  p.  236. ;  in 
Le  Brun>  vol.  i.  p.  64. ;  and  admire  the  prodigious  exertions 
of  the  Czar  and  his  people. 
•*  Le  Clerc^  torn.  iii.  p«  139. 
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to  depart  with  all  uhich  they  could  carry  ^*. 
But  the  Turks  nor  their  prophet  could  refcue 
from  deftrudion  their  convert  Jacob,  whofe 
defertion  had  proved  (o  inftrumental  to  their 
firft  fuccefs.  By  an  exprefs  *'  article  of  the 
treaty,  he  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ruffians.  The  love  of  fame  was  the  ardent 
paffion  of  the  Czar  :  but  his  immediate  orders 
to  guard  his  conqueft  by  new  and  more  pow- 
erful fortifications  **,  and  to  form  a  harbour 
where  veflels  of  the  largeft  magnitude  might 
ride  with  fafcty,  is  a  proof  that  his  enter- 
prifing  fpirit  was  equalled  by  his  prudence. 

The  laudable  pride  of  the  Czar  now  de- 
termined that  the  voice  of  public  gratitude 
ihould  recompenfe  the  fervices  of  his  war- 
riors, and  inflame  them  to  new  deeds  which 
might  caufe  the  name  of  Ruffia  to  be  re- 
echoed through  Europe  in  the  grateful  founds 
of  fear  and  refpe£t.  To  render  this  vic- 
tory *',  therefore,  peculiarly  impreffive  to  the 
memory  of  his  countrymen,  he  commanded 

^*  Levcfque,  torn.  iv.  p.  247. 

•^  Gordon,  vol,  i.  p.  109. 

^*  Wiiliams's  RuiTia.  See  Bouvet  for  a  full  account  of 
his  improvements  at  Az^of,  p.  26^  &c. 

•'  •*  Oa  iVappa,"  fays  Clerc,  '*  une  medaille  dont  la  le- 
gende  eft  remarquable  ;  Pierre  1.  Empereur  de  MofcoiAe;  tou" 
jours  Augujle.  bui"  Ja  reverfe  eft  la  vilJe  d'Azof,  avec  ces 
mots  \  Vmnqueur  fat  ksfiamrm  ei  let  eauxJ*  Tom.  iii.  p.  14I. 

the 
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the  gates  of  Molcow  to  be  thrown  open  to  all 
the  honours  ot  a  well  earned  triumph  :  a  cere- 
mony which  that  capital  had  never  feen,  and 
which,  from  its  meritorious  defign  to  encou- 
rage the  Ipirit  of  public  virtue,  deferves  per- 
haps to  be  enrolled  with  thofe  which  graced 
the  meridian  days  of  ancient  Rome, 

**  On  this  memorab'e  occafion,  triumphal 
arches  opened  a  fpacious  and  gratifying  en- 
trance to  the  capital.  In  a  flow,  and  long  pro- 
cieflion,  the  conquerors  of  Azof,  with  crowns 
on  their  heads,  and  ariired  in  their  richeft  ha- 
bits, pafled  through  thefe  temporary  monu- 
ments of  their  fame  to  the  loud  ftrains  of  mu- 
fic,  and  to  the  unfeigned  congratulations  of 
the  people.  Peter,  with  a  modefty  truly  no- 
ble, concealed  himfelf  amidft  the  crowd  on 
this  illuftrious  day,  which  the  fondn^fs  of  his 
fubjeds  might  juftly  have  hailed  as  the  new 
sera  of  national  profperity  and  renown.  But 
the  mod  conlpicudus  perfonage  in  this  glo- 
rious fcene  was  field-marflial  Cheremetef,  who 
palTed  along  on  horfeback  to  the  applaufes 
of  the  multitude,  in  a  magnificent  drefs  of 
black  velvet,  after  the  German  fafliion,  *ith 
his  drawn  fword  and  a  white  plume  grace- 
fully nodding  on  his  head ;  after  whom  a 

^  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  i  jo.  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande, 
p.  80.     Lacombe,  p.  li^S.    Mem.  du  Regne  de  Pierre  le 


Grand,  torn,  u  p.  146. 
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long  train  of  Turks  and  Tatars  expofed  them- 
felves  to  the  public  fight;  but  every  eye,  diC- 
regarding  their  appearance,  was  fixed  with 
peculiar  fatisfaflion  on  the  unhappy  objedl 
who  clofed  this  proceflion. 

The*'  perfidious  Jacob  was  drawn  in  a 
large  car,  upon  which  was  erected  a  high  gib- 
bet. Two  executioners  ftood  by  his  fide; 
and  behind  him  were  placed  the  whips  and 
hatchets  the  inftrumcnts  of  his  punifliment. 
On  his  fallen  head  hung  the  Turkifli  crefcent, 
and  on  his  breaft  was  affixed  a  paper  which 
contained,  in  large  charadlers,  thefe  difgrace- 
ful  words :  "  This  wretch  has  changed  his 
religion  four  times,  and  betrayed  his  God  and 
this  country." 

The  early  hiftory  of  this  man  may  be  com- 
prifed  in  a  few  words.  An  adventurous 
fpirit  led  him  from  Germany,  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  to  the  capital  of  Ruflia,  where 
his  uncommon  merit  in  a  fcience  which  was 
then  in,its  infancy  amongft  the  Ruffians,  and 
which  has  been  allowed  by  men  (killed  in  the 
deftruftion  of  the  human  fpecies  to  have 
decided  the  fate  of  mod  of  our  modern  bat- 
tles, foon  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  captain 
,  of  the  guards.  Educated  in  the  bofom  of 
the  Catholic  church,  convenience  or  caprice 

•*  Levefqacy  torn.  iv.  p.  2  4  8»  249. 

tranf- 
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tranformed  him  into  a  doubtful  proteftant; 
his  intereft,  the  god  to  which  he  paid  the 
fincereft  homage,  next  converted  him  to  the 
Greek  church ;  and,  laftly,  to  profefs  an  obe- 
dience to  the  doctrines  of  the  Koran  ;  while 
defertion  terminated  his  eventful  life  on  the 
fcafToId. 

"  From  the  fubje<9;ed  town  of  Azof,  the 
arbitrary  Czar,  moved  either  by  the  ficklenefs 
of  his  attachment,  or  by  the  intrigues  of 
party,  had  dil'pitched  a  letter  to  Mofcow, 
which  commanded  Eudoxia,  the  daughter  of 
Fedor  Sopoukhin,  whom  he  had  efpoufed 
during  the  adminiftration  of  Sophia  from 
political  motives,  to  retire  to  the  monaftery 
of  Sufdal,  and  to  take  the  name  of  Helena. 
From  the  drofs  of  vague  conjedure,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  extraa  the  pure  ore  of  truth.  Some 
writers  have  darkly  hinted  their  fufpicione 
that  the  uncommon  beauty  of  a  young  lady 
named  Moens""*  produced  this  unexpeded 
change;  while  others,  with  a  pofitivenefe 
perhaps  occafioned  by  the  difcovery  of  the 
real  caufe,  have  declared  that  Eudoxia  was 
ftripped  of  all  the  honours  of  her  rank,  by 
the  arts  of  a  favourite,  whofc  animofity  flic 

*•  Korb.  Dianum  Itineris  in  Mofcoviam. 

«9  One  writer  even  boldiy  affirms,  "  Le  deflim  de  Pierre  I. 
ctoit  epoufer  Mademoifclle  Moens."  See  Hill,  de  ia  Czarina 
Eudochia  Federowna,  in  the  Antcdotcs  du  Rcgnc  de  Pierre 
Premier,  Par.  1745,  p.  12. 

had 
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bad  provoked  by   her  ra(h    deriiion  of  bis 
.  origin  '"• 

Among  the  charaQers  which  the  edifying 
page  of  hiftory  has  prefented  to  Qur  fight, 
ftarting  from  the  loweft  infignificance  to  feize, 
by  their  muhifarious  talents,  the  higlieft 
honours  which  the  fplendour  of  an  empire 
can  beftow  and  the  ambition  of  a  fuhjed}; 
enjoy,  the  life  of  MentchikofF,^  the  enemy  of 
Eudoxia  and  the  intimate  companion  of 
Peter,  affords  to  a  contemplative  mind  a  moft 
inftrudive  example  of  the  triumph  of  genius 
over  the  cafual  though  potent  advantages  of 
illuftrious  birth. 

The  defcent  of  this  extraordinary  man  is 
ftill  doubtful,  notwithftanding  all  the  opinia- 
tive  conjedures  which  have  been  thrown  on 
this  fubjed  by  the  unfkilful  malice  of  his 
enemies,  who  unintentionally  exalt  and  not 
degrade  his  merit,  by  attacking  the  meannefs 
of  his  pedigree*  When  this  future  prince  of 
Ingria  and  of  the  Roman  empire  (who,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  long  and  eventful  life  ^',  was 
deftined  to  reign  with  abfolute  fway  under 

'°  MoCtleyt  vol.  i.  p.  65.  SeQ  a  note  in  Gordon^  voL  it. 
p.  281 . ;  and  Motraye's  Travels,  Lond.  1 732,  p.  1 13. 

'•  Mentchikoff  may  be  Uid  to  have  touched  the  extremes 
of  human  greatnefs  and  mifery,  in  his  fplendid  palace  of 
Oranienbaumy  and  at  his  wooden  hovel  in  Siberia.  See  an 
intereding  anecdote  in  Chantreau,  voL  ii.  p.  24 — 26,9  to 
confirm  this  afTertion* 

the 
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the  name  of  a  woman '%  and  to  betrothe  his 
daughter  to  the  grandfon  of  his  royal  mafter) 
firft  attracted  the  notice  and  lading  friendfhip 
of  Peter,  it  is  faid  that  he  fold  paftry  ^*  to  the 
people  and  valets  on  the  fqnare  of  the  palace. 
His  open  countenance,  deeply  imprinted  with 
the  marks  of  fenfe  and  fpirit,  recommended 
him  to  the  attention  of  the  Czar,  while  his 
attendance  on  his  perfon  afforded  him  fre- 
quent and  fuccefsful  opportunities  of  un- 
folding the  various  powers  of  a  bold,  and 
capacious  mind.  The  good  fenfe  of  Peter, 
taught  from  experience  to  acknowledge 
that  rank  without  talents  was  but  a  feeble 
fupport  of  government,  gloried  to  ennoble 
and  to  enrich  an  objedl  fo  deferving  of  his 
warmed  attachment.  And  the  paftry- cook 
boy  foon  trod  the  paths  of  greatnefs  in  the 
rank  of  general  and  minifter,  with  dignity, 
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^*  '*  Le  gouvcmement  (when  C'^tharine  loft  the  promoter 
of  her  greatnefs,  her  renowned  huib.md,)  n'etoit  autre  chofe 
que  le  vouloir  defpotique  du  Prince  Mcnfchikow."  See  the 
words  of  Count  Munic  in  his  Ebauche,  p.  6^. 

''  Among  the  feveral  hiftorical  accounts  tranfmitted  to 
us  of  this  celebrated  perfonage,  the  Memoirs  of  Manflein 
a»*e  entitled  to  peculiar  notice  from  their  authentic  and  im- 
partial expreffions  The  general  who  follows  M.^ntchikoff 
with  a  clofe  and  fteady  eye,  from  his  rife  to  his  fill,  alfo 
embraces  the  popular  opinion,  that  he  filled  tliis  hum- 
ble ftation  When  he  firft  became  known  to  Peter ;  p.  i  f, 

8  wifdom^ 
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wifdom,  valour,  and  firmncfs  ^\  But  Eng- 
land has  to  lament  and  cenfure  the  guilty 
emoluments  of  a  Bacon  and  Marlborough  ; 
and  RufSa  muft  be  obliged  to  confefs  that  the 
pidure  of  MentchikofF  is  greatly  disfigured 
by  the  (lains  of  inordinate  ''  avarice  and  op- 
prcflion. 

The  period  was  now  arrived  when  the 
Czar  announced  his  intention  of  vUiting  the 
chief  ftates  of  Europe.  The  fiiperior  under- 
ftandings  of  the  fecond  Ivan,  Boris  Gdud- 
onof,  and  Alexis,  while  matters  of  the  great 
eftate  of  Ruffia,  had  laboured  to  ameliorate 
their  vaft  and  valuable  property,  by  calling  to 
their  favour  enlightened  men,  from  different 
parts  of  Europe,  to  (hew  their  vaflals  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  civilized  communities.  But 
Peter,  aduated  by  a  more  generous  and  ardent 
zeal,  refolved  to  defcend  from  his  throne,  and 
in  the  quality  of  a  private  fpedator  to  cafl 

^*  In  Gordon's  Hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great,  we  read  that 
he  pofTefTed  none  of  thefe  honourable  qualities,  vol.  ii.  p. 
274 — 280.  But  the  writer  who  feeks  the  path  of  truth  muft 
not  adopt  this  general  for  his  guiJc  when  he  fpeaks  either  of 
Sophia  or  Meutchikoff,  as  he  looks  too  often  through  the 
glal's  of  party  and  perfonal  prejudices  to  do  juftice  either  to 
their  talents  or  virtues. 

''  Confett  removes  a  load  of  fhame  and  guilt  from  the 
back  of  Mentchikoff,  when  he  f:iys  that  it  was  the  policy  of 
Peter  to  piake  him  the  means  of  opprefllng  the  nobles, 
p.  38. 

abroad 
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abroad  a  piercing  and  comprehenfive  eye  on . 
the  conftitution,  manners,  commerce,  and 
liberal  and  mechanical  profeflions  of  the  moft 
poIiLhed  nations. 

The  execution  of  this  patriotic  employ- 
ment, however,  ^as  unexpe£kedly  retarded 
by  the  obftinacy  and  fuperftition  of  the  igno-  ■^97« 
rant  people  and  ignorant  clergy.  It  was  the 
beneficent  intention  of  Peter  to  be  accom- 
panied by  fome  young  men  of  high  rank, 
whole  gratitude,  and  curiofity,  he  had  flat- 
tered himfelf  would  have  been  excited  by  the 
moft  diftant  profpedl  of  this  voyage  of  im- 
provement. But  they  knew  little ;  and  their 
diflike  and  abhorrence  of  ftrangers,  which 
vras  fo  favourable  to  the  fpirit  of  barbarity, 
did  not  difpofe  them  to  extend  their  know- 
ledge* The  clergy,  in  the  fulnefs  of  their 
zeal  to  couiiteradk  a  defign  which  fo  greatly 
alarmed  and  fcandalized  their  religious  pre- 
judices, fcrupled  not  to  abufe  the  authority  of 
the  fcriptures '*.  The  current  of  popular 
oppofition  thus  raifed  by  the  church,  ran  with 
fuch  fury  and  ftrength,  as  overwhelmed  for  a 
time,  the  adoption  of  a  plan  which  fo  glo- 
rioufly  propofed  to  fcatter  the  feeds  of  civility 
and  fcience  over  a  barren  land. 

7^  Le  Clerci  tom.iii.  p.  148)  149.    Banks/p.  81^  8«. 

When 


495  HrSTORY  OF  THE 

When  the  public  difcontcnt  hovers  round 
the  throne,  the  fons  of  rebellion  generally 
rear  their  mifchievous  heads.  A  moft  fatal 
confpiracy  was  now  premeditated,,  which,  if 
it  had  not  been  crulhed  by  the  heroic  firrn- 
nefa  of  Peter,  might  have  plunged  all  Ruffia 
once  more  into  the  horrors  of  foreign  and 
domeftic  difcord.  Two  officers  of  the  Stre- 
litzes,  inflamed  by  ambition,  judged  the  pre- 
fent  moment  propitious,  when  the  innova- 
ting mealures  of  Peter  had  foured  the  minds 
ot  the  people,  to  perform  their  long-intended 
and  difficult  work,  of  the  afldffinarion  of  their 
monarch,  and  feizure  of  his  government". 
But  Sikel  and  Soukanin  (fo  were  thefe 
candidates  for  royalty  called)  were  pre- 
vented from  knowing  whether  the  fruits  of 
their  ambition  were  bitter  or  four,  by  the 
prudence  of  two  other  confederates,  who, 
having  more  carefullv  balanced  the  greatnefs 
of  the  danger  againft  the  probable  chance  of 
-  fuccels,  embraced  the  wife  refolutioa  of  re- 
vealing to  the  Czar  the  deligns  of  their  aflb- 
ciates. 

Their  d'fcovery  afforded  Peter  an  admira- 
ble opportunity  of  (hewing  his  fubjeds  That 

^^  For  this  confpiracy  fee  Anecdotes  Origiaales  de  Pierre 
le  Grand,  p.  iS— 22. 

his 
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hi3  Was  not  that  mechanical  courage  which 
could  be  quickened  and  (topped  by  the  noife 
or  (ilence  of  warlike  inftruments,  but  that 
firmnefs  of  mind  which  could  meet  the  ex- 
tremeft  danger,  alone  and  undaunted.  In  the 
ample  confefllons  of  thefe  penitents,  the  mo- 
narch had  learnt  that  the  confpirators  had 
ii^ced  to  aflemble  in  the  evening  at  the  houfe 
of  Soukanin,  having  already  refolved  to  iflua 
from  this  place  about  the  hour  of  midnight, 
with  the  diabolical  intention  of  fetting  fire  to 
the  imperial  palace,  and  of  reaching  their 
fovereign's  heart,  amidft  the  diforder  of  the 
general  conflagration.  •  With  a  celerity  fuit- 
able  to  the  emergency  of  the  affair,  the  cap- 
tain of  the  guard  received  the  command  of 
Peter  to  furround  the  houfe  of  treafon  at 
eleven  o'clock;  but  in  the  multitude  of  his 
great  and  various  avocations,  Peter  imagined 
that  ten  was  the  hour  which  he  had  appointed 
for  the  execution  of  his  orders. 

This  important  evening  was  far  fpent^ 
when  the  Czar,  attended  by  a  (ingle  dentch- 
tchij:k  or  page,  repaired  at  half-paft  ten,  to  ' 
this  infamous  crew  with^  the  defign  of  inter- ^ 
rogating  them  in  their  firft  furprife.  But  on 
coming,  he  found,  to  his  great  aftonifhment, 
that  his  guards  were  not  yet  arrived.  For  a 
few  moments,  he  flood  in  doubtful  anxiety 
whether  to  proceed  or  to  retire.  At  lengthy 
K  k  relying 
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relying  on  their  pun^uality,  he  entered  tbd 
l^oufe  in  the  full  expe£tation  of  beholding  the 
confpirators  in  cxiftody.  But  we  can  con- 
ceive, though  not  defcribe,  his  amazement  on 
opening  an  apartment  where  fat  this  band^ 
ftimulating  each  other's  courage  in  copious 
draughts  of  wine* 

In  a  fituation  fo  utterly  defencelefs,  the 
braveft  heart  might  have  acknowledged  the 
temporary  dominion  of  fear«  The  deliberate 
coolnefs  which  marked  the  condudl  of  the 
Czar  on  this  critical  occafion,  compels  us  to 
think  that  he  felt  not  its  bewildering  emotion-. 
With  all  that  prefence  of  mind  which  the 
dfinger  of  the  affair  fo  eminently  required, 
be  diflipated  the  mute  aftonifhqient  and  fuf-f 
picion  of  the  confpirators,  by  informing 
them  that  pafling  before  the  hoyfe,  and  obr 
ferving  a  more  than  ordinary  (hew  of  light, 
he  had  imagined  that  the  mailer  was  refign- 
ing  himfelf  with  his  friends  to  the  eiijoy^ 
inents  of  the  table,  and  that  he  had  entered  to 
participate  in  their  convivial  pleafures.  This 
probable  reafon  for  his  appearance,  delivered 
in  a  manner  the  moft  cafy  and  impoling,  in- 
ilantly  lulled  all  their  ^pprehenfions,  and  th^ 
villains,  after  courteoufly  inviting  the  mo-* 
narch  to  a  feat  and  drinking  refped^fully  hh 
health,  reaflfumed  their  places  with  a  fatisfac- 
<io«  p?rhaj)«  Tc4oubl?4  frpni  th?  recolledioti 

tha^ 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA,  499 

that  their  viftim  was  now  within  their  grafp, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  dangerous  tafk 
of  gratifying  their  revenge  amidft  the  public 
crowd.  The  familiar  gaiety  of  Peter  ftill 
added  to  confirm  the  afligned  caufe  of  his 
vilit,  and  the  time  was  pafling  away  in  loud 
and  licentious  mirth,  when  one  of  the  aflaflins, 
more  cautious,  more  eager,  or  more  fearful 
than  the  reft,  whifpered  in  a  low  tone  of  voice» 
It  is  time;  Not  yct^  was  the  inftant  reply  of 
Soukanin.  The  attention  of  Peter  caught 
thefe  important  words.  An  effort  of  inflexible 
refolution  was  now  his  only  refource.  In* 
ilantly,  and  with  a  look  that  painted  all  the  ' 
terrible  anger  of  his  foul,  he  pronounced,  to 
their  aftonifhment,  thcfc  decifive  words :  **  If 
the  time  be  not  fit,  wretches,  to  confummate 
the  crime,  it  is  for  its  puniihment/' 

The  face  of  rebellion  now  vanifhed.  The 
(laves,  pale  and  fpiritlefs,  (hook  with  fear 
at  the  ftern  voice  and^  countenance  of  the^r 
mafter.  He  ordered  one  of  them  to  afSft 
him  and  his  page  in  fecuring  the  reft ;  and, 
fuch  was  the  afcendancy  of  his  genius  '\  that 
this  ftngular  order  was  immediately  obeyed. 
|n  the  midft  of  this  remarkable  fcene,  the 

7*  How  finely  might  the  p^cil  of  that  neglected  genius 
Barx7>  (our  late  Academic  Profeffor  of  painting)  enrich 
the  naked  canvaft  with  the  authoritative  countenance  of 
(he  Cz^i  aad  thp  nilite  obedience  of  the  confpirators. 
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guards    arrived,  and  the  confpirators,  filled 
with   grief  and  (hame,   and  more    probably 
with   a  juft   apprehenfion   of    their    doom, 
confefled    their   guilt    at    the   feet   of  their 
fovereign  '%  in  hopes,  perhaps,  of  mitigating 
the  feverity  of  their  fentence.     But   indul- 
gence to  rebels  could  not  be   ranked  among 
the  virtues  of  Peter  ;  and,  indeed  if  his  heart 
had  been  caft  in  a  fofter  mould,  we  muft  on 
this  occalion  have  praifed   his  humanity,  at 
the  expence  of  his  judgment,  fince  forgivenefs 
would  not  have  promoted  duty  or  difcipline* 
All  fufFered  for  their  treafon,  while  the  me- 

'^  But  tills  is  not  the  only  inftance  which  hiftory  caa 
produce,  where  the  Czar's  feafonable  prcfence  of  mind 
defeated  the  intentions  of  the  defperate.  In  a  vifit  to  a 
Swede,  who  had  formerly  appeared  at  Mofcow,  in  the  rank 
of  ambaflador,  the  royal  ilcdge  was  flopped  by  anotheff 
which  contained  eight  robbers,  while  the  Czar  was  ac- 
companied only  by  two  P'<)ges*  In  this  critical  (ituaticn, 
Peter  ftrikinp^ly  pvinped  a  foul  incapable  of  fear.  With  the 
utmoft  coolnefs,  and  with  a  fuccefsful  ftrcngth,  he  dragged 
one  of  the  robbers  into  his  fledge,  and  then  quietly  purfued 
his  journey.  Arrived  at  the  Envoy's,  the  robber  perceived 
the  greatnefs  of  the  p?rfon  whom  he  had  dared  to  attack, 
and  fupplicated  for  death  without  undergoing  an  examina- 
tion. The  royal  promife  of  forgivenefs  and  reward  was 
offered  to  him,  if  he  difcovered  the  haunts  oi^  his  accom- 
plices :  he  confcnted,  and  the  whole  crew,  except  the  in- 
former, receired  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  depredations. 
The  reader  may  find  in  the  fame  page,  another  anecdote, 
where  the  Czar,  on  a  limilar  occafion,  no  lefs  eminently 
difplayed  his  prudence  and  courage.  Le  Clerc,  tom.  iii. 
p-370. 
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Ihory  of  their  crime  and  arreft  was  preferred 
in  tablets  of  brafs.  Mod  writers  have  been 
induced,  by  their  prejudices,  to  connect  So- 
phia in  this  confederacy ;  but  the  evidence  of 
thefe  dying  men,  and  dying  men  are  above 
the  influence  of  bribery,  fufiiciently  eftabliflies 
her  innocence,  and  their  malevolence. 

'•  Releafed  from  this  danger,  the  ruler  of 
Ruffia  thought  that  the  foul  breath  of  fadion 
was  fufficiently  e^tinguifhed  for  him  fafely  to 
commit  the  reins  of  government  into  the 
hands  of  the  Boyar  Strechnef,  prince  of 
Romodanoviki,  (with  orders  to  confult  the 
other  Boyars  on  all  aflfairs  of  importance) 
and  to  execute  his  favourite  plan  of  viftc- 
ing  the  moft  diftinguifhed  courts  of  Eu- 
rope '\  In  this  celebrated  journey,  it  is  not 
our  intention  to  invade  the  privileges  of  the 
biographer,  who  is  the  moft  fuitable  com- 
panion to  the  Czar ;  but  were  we  inclined  to 
trefpafs  on  his  province,  a  Gibbon  or  Ro- 
bertfba  might  even  defpair  of  amufmg  the 
mind  by  a  new  pidure  of  his  travels,  which 
are  fo  familiar  to  every  defcription  of  readers* 

7*  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p«  25;.  Le  Clerks  torn.  lii.  p.  150. 
bjs»  ^*  Les  coupables  ne  chargerent  point  Sophie»  xnais  leur 
reticence  n^eft  pas  une  preuve  de  fon  innocencCi  les  conpables 
etoient  fanatiques  et  Sophie  ambitionnoit  le  tr6ne.''  The 
cleared  eye  vili  be  feized  with  a  dWnefs  of  fight  hj  gazing 
ooo  often  on  the  rock  of  prejudice  and  fadtion. 

*^  I^  Clerci  torn.  iii.  p*  151- 
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To  US  belongs  the  important  and  pleafing  duty 
of  obferving  his  various  improvements  in  the 
ftate,  which  may  be  faid  to  owe  their  exift* 
ence,  in  a  great  degree,  to  his  departure  from 
RufTia. 

The  moft^  laudable  curiofity  is  fometimes 
gratified  at  t&e  expence  of  prudence,  and  the 
long  abfence  of  Peter  may  tend  to  con- 
firm this  obfervation*  While  he  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  Vienna'",  to  contemplate  the 
fallen  greatnefs  of  Rome,  the  flames  of  a  new 
rebellion  unexpedledly  burft  forth,  which,  if 
thay  had  not  been  timely  flopped  by  the  pru* 
dence  and  intrepidity  of  Gordon,  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  his  throne  and  family.  ^  A 
large  body  of  the  Strelitzes  bad  received  the 
orders  of  their  abfent  Czar  to  fupport  the 
Eledor  of  Saxony's  interefl,  if  neceflary,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Poland,  under  the  command 
of  Michael  Romodanov&i.  On  a  fudden 
eight  thoufand  of  them  feized  their  arms,  de« 
pofed  their  chiefs,  replaced  them  by  others 
more  favourable  to  their  views,  and  refolved 
to  march  without  detay  to  Mofcow,  to  choofe 
a  regent  during  the  minority  of  Alexes  Pe- 
trovitz.  Their  late  general  had  however  liif- 
ficient  time  given^him,  though  unable  to  con«> 

••  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  I  la. 

'*  See  the  details  of  this  recoil  m  Gordoa>  voU  u  p.  IM 
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Irol  them,  to  convey:  intelligence  of  their  for- 
midable approach, 

Chein,  the  chief  commander  of  Mofcow  ^^9^ 
in  the  abfence  of  Peter,  and  Gordon,  marched 
to  them  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  of  the 
tieighbouring  gentry,  with  a  body  of  three 
thoufand  foot,  and  well-ferved  artillery,  con- 
iifting  of  twenty -feven  field*pieces,  from  fix 
to  ten  pounders*  But  the  promife  of  the 
CzarV  pardon,  on  their  fubmiffioni  unfor- 
tunately tempted  them  to  interpret  this  ofiet 
into  weaknefs,  and  the  weak  are  feldom 
gifted  with  the  powers  of  perfuafion.  More 
prefumptuous  than  ever  from  this  mild  pro* 
pofal,  Gordon  was  reduced  to  the  unavoid* 
able  neceffity  of  devoting  fome  of  thefe  mal- 
contents to  deftrudion  for  the  fafety  of  Mof- 
cow*  An  engagement  enfued,  and  the 
ftrength  of  loyalty  over  treafon  was  foon  at- 
tefted  by  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  re- 
bels. Thofe  who  efcaped  the  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillery, were  placed  in  different  prifons  until 
the  return  of  the  Czar^  a  punifhment  which 
his  tyrannical  revenge  rendered  lefs  merciful 
than  immediate  death. 

This  infurredion  recalled  the  prefence  of 

the  fovereign,  whofe  return  was  the  fignal 

for  ads  which  deluged  the  flreets  of  Mofcow 

with  human  blood.     We  fhall  fpare  the  hu- 
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manlcy  of  the  reader  the  minute  detail  of  thofe 
cruelties,  which  fo  incontrovcrtibly  proves 
Peter  to  be  equally  unmindful  in  this  inftance 
of  the  duties  of  a  ruler,  the  charity  of  a 
chriftian,  and  the  feelings  of  a  man  *^  After 
ading  the  character  of  judge  and  execu- 
tioner to  the  moft  guilty  of  the  Strelitzes '% 
two  thoufand  of  whom  were  beheaded,  and 
affixed  to  the  walls  of  the  capital,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  more  juftifiable  fentence  of  the 
abolition  of  their  name  and  power.  With  all 
that  energy  which  marked  the  conduA  of 
Peter,  when  purfuing  any  important  meafure^ 
he  difperfed  thefe  fervants,  or  more  often  dif- 
turbers  of  the  throne,  into  feveral  regiments, 
as  Sophia  had  done,  affigned  to  his  troops 
the  common  and  modern  appellation  oifvU 

"^  The  reader  may  fee,  in  the  Diartum  of  Korb,  a  minute 
and  horrible  account  of  their  fufFerings.  Gordon,  with  all 
his  partiality  to  Peter,  cannot  difguifc  his  cruelty,  vol.  i. 
p.  129.  On  the  authority  of  M.  de  Piintz,  grand  marfliall 
of  Fruflia,  and  ambaflador  to  Peter,  the  king  of  Prui&a  re- 
lates, that  the  revengeful  Czardifpatchedmany  of  the  Stre- 
litzes with  his  own  hand.  He  alfo  invited  M.  de  Printz  to 
participate  in  the  bloody  work ;  but  the  ambaffador  pofTelTed 
too  humane  and  noble  a  fpirit  to  degrade  himfelf  and  nation 
by  the  performance  of  fo  barbarous  an  office.  See  the  whole 
tranfadlion  in  the  Lettres  du  P.  R.  de  Prufle,  ct  de  M.  de 
Voltaire,  p.  307,  308.  torn.  K4.  (Euvres  de  Voltaire,  1785. 

■*  "  Due  mila  Strelizzi  furono  decapitaticd  impiccati  alle 
mura'della  citta."  Vita  di  Pictro  ii  Grande,  p.  99,  100. 
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Jatee^\  foldiers,  and  kept  only  two  particular 
regiments  for  his  body  guard  **. 

Thus  terminated  a  rebellion,  which  the  im-« 
partiality  of  hiftory  may  afcribe  to  the  machi- 
nations of  Sophia,  whofe  heart  dill  nourifhed 
ambition  in  the  gloom  of  the  convent.  Aa 
unmanly  fpirit  of  revenge*'  prompted  her 
brother  to  disfigure  the  convent  where  (he 
refided  with  the  odious  fight  of  the  gibbets 
,  and  the  bodies  of  the  Strelitzes  ",  whilft  three 
of  their  leaders  were  hung  fo  clofe  to  the 
windows  of  her  apartment,  that  (he  could 
have  touched  their  bodies  with  her  hand  '^ 
Three  years  afterwards,  this  former  fovereign 
of  RufSa  died  in  the  forty-fixth  year  of  her 
age,  under  the  monaftic  name  of  Sufanna  "\ 

Delivered  from  two  moft  obnoxious  cne-  15^^. 
mies,  who   always   feized    each    favourable 

^  •'  Perry,  p.  184.;  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  1 12.  See  a  Hiftory 
of  Peter  by  a  Britifli  Officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  Czar, 
*p.  89,  go. 

■*^  Tooke,  vol  ii.  p.72. 

*'  It  is  amufing  enough  to  obferve  the.rehi(aant  evidence 
of  Le  Clerc  to  this  part  of  Peter's  hiftory,  and  how  adroitly 
he  converts  (hecr  cruelty  into  ft  ate  policy.  We  muft  praife 
the  impartiality  of  Lacoi^bc  on  this  occafion,  who  fairly 
avows  the  barbarity  of  Peter,  torn,  iii-  p.  ^70,  171. 

**  Gordon,  voLi*  p.  130. 

*•  '*  Tam  prope  ad  ipfas  Sophiani  cubicali  feneftras,  ut 
Sophia  cofdem  manu  facillc  poffit  attiagcrc  :"  the  words 
of  Korb,  an  eye  witnefs  of  this  horrible  fcene. 

••  Coze,  vol.  ii.  p.  47. 
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Opportunity  to  difturb  his  government,  the 
one  provoked  by  that  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs 
which  could  not  brook  the  flighted  accents 
of  command,  the  other  by  her  inveterate 
hatred,  he  was  now  able  to  beftow  for  fome 
time  an  uninterrupted  attention  to  thofe  mea^ 
fares  which  extended  in  benefit  even  to  the 
moft  abjeiS:  of  his  fubjefts. 

But  the  trumpet  of.  war,  which  that  hero, 
or  madman,  Charles  the  twelfth,  firft  founded 
from  neceffity,  and  afterwards  from  indina*' 
tion,  with  fuch  terrible  fury  and  fuccefs, 
throughout  Poland  and  Denmark,  at  laft  di- 
verted the  mind  of  the  Czar  from  his  peace* 
able  objedts,  and  urged  him  to  fummon  his 
hardy  Ruflians  into  the  field*  Nor  fafety, 
nor  revenge,  but  ambition,  was  the  real  mo- 
tive which  enticed  Peter  to  draw  his  fword 
againft  the  vi^florious  Swede.  He  had  cad  a 
longing  eye  on  the  rich  provinces  of  Ingria, 
Efthonia,  and  the  numerous  iflands  of  the 
Baltic ;  and  the  extenfive  fchemes  of  ambition, 
which  the  fears  of  vanquifiied  Poland  and 
Denmark  afcribed  to  Charles,  afforded  him 
the  faired  opportunity  of  colouring  his  real 
defigns  with  the  fpecious  pretence  of  afiifting 
the  drooping  caufe  of  his  allies*  In  the  firil 
campaign  the  Swedes  maintained  the  great^ 
nefs  of  their  military  fame  at  Narva  by  the 
utter   difcomfiture  of    thirty- four  thoufand 

Ruflians* 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA,  Sajf 

Ruffians*'.  We  (hould  however  be  inclined  tjoo. 
to  think,  that  nine  thoufand  Swedes  would 
not  have  beat  fuch  a  numerous  army,  what* 
ever  advantages  they  might  have  derived  from 
their  united  zeal  and  difcipline,  if  the  aftive 
fpirit  of  the  Czar  had  not  called  him  to 
Pfcove  and  Novgorod,  when  this  battle  was 
fought,  in  order  to  raife  more  troops  in  thofe 
territories  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  Swedlfh  fuc-  . 
cefs.  But  perhaps  no  prince  poifefTed  in  a 
more  eminent  degree  than  Peter,  that  pene» 
tration  and  vigour  fo  neceflary  for  carrying 
on  affairs  with  fuccefs  in  the  moft  dangerous 
junftures.  The  terror  which  the  name  of 
Charles  now  infpired,  would  have  alone  filled 
an  ordinary  prince  with  utter  defpair  for  the 
iafety  of  his  throne,  much  lefs  would  he  have 
been  able  to  fuggeft  thofe  bold  and  happy 
expedients  which  could  animate  his  defpond* 
ing  fubjedls.  The  natural  intrepidity  of  Peter 
however  placed  him  above  all  fear,  and  his 
hopes  to  avert  the  impending  danger  arofe 
from  the  confcioufnefs  that  his  talents  fully 
equalled  his  great  ftation. 

•*  Gordon,  yoI.  i.  p.  150.  Some  writers  exaggerate  the 
loiTes  of  the  Ruffians  to  eighty,  nay  even  an  hundred  thou* 
iand  men*  The  prayer  of  the  Ruffians  to  their  tutelary 
'Saint  Nicholas  on  their  defeats,  is  not  unworthy  the  reader's 
perofal,  as  it  ftrongly  paints  the  fuperftitious  maimers  of  the- 
times*    Sec  Le  Clerc,  com.  ili.  p.  193,  194^^ 

As 
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As  Ruflia  had  not  only  to  lament  the  loft 
of  fo  many  of  her  foldiers  at  Narva,  but  ajfo 
of  an  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  the 
firft  ftep   which   he  took   in  his  prefent  exi- 
gency to  afford  effedual  aid,  may  be  feen  in 
the  order    to    melt    the  fuperfluous  bells  of 
the  churches  and    monafteries    for  cannon  i 
hij^  next  meafure,  as  the  danger  was  fo  pref- 
ilng,  and  by  lofmg  a  tingle  moment  might 
become   irretrievable,  was  produdive  of  the 
beft   confequences.      To  recruit   his    forces, 
he  proclaimed  that  freedom  (hould   be  the 
reward  of  all  thofe  vaflals  who  (hould  flock 
to  his  ftandard  *\     By  thefe  fpirited  efforts, 
he  put  his  empire  on  fo  formidable  a  foot- 
ing that  although  the  Swedifh   power  was 
daily  prevailing,  he  no  longer  dreaded  the 
furious  ambition  of  Charles  would  overturn 
his  capital. 

Nine  years  after  this  memorable  defeat,  ia 
vrhich  intermediate  time  he  had  alfo  gained 
fome  trophies  at  Marienburg,  Nosterburg,  and 
Nyenfchantz,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
citadel  he  laid  the  foundation  of  that  magni- 
ficent city  ^\  which  dill  perpetuates  his  name ; 

and 

5*  T^ooke*  voh  ii.  p.  76. 

»'  Yet  St*  Pctcrfburg,  with  all  the  additional  fplcndoiif 
wtich  it  has  received  fnim  the  mnnificcitt  hand  of  that  ex- 
traordinary woman  Catharine  the  fecond,  whofe  tafte  fof 
architedure,  and  ftmbition  to  adorn  the  place  of  imperial  re* 
fidence,  has  left  fo  many  durable  monuments  of  her  bounty. 
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and  cooquered  Dorpt,  Narva,  and  recovere4 
his  ancient  inheritance,  Ingrta,  the  battle  of 
Pulrowa  was  fought^  which  immortalizes  the 
renown  of  Peter,  and  the  raOmefs  of  Chariest. 
This  18  one  of  thofe  engagements  which  fixes 
the  attention  of  ages,  as  its  confequences  in- 
volved the  immediate  fafetyofa  whole  na- 
tion. The  adlive  fpirit  of  Charles  had  long 
been  preying  on  the  vitals  of  the  Polifli  king- 
dom, and  had  at  laft  fucceeded,  in  ipite  of 
Peter's  men  and  money,  in  accompliihins;  hia 
long  promifed  threat  of  expelling  his  ally 
Auguftus  from  his  throne  ;  there  can  be  little 
doubt  therefore,  if  th^  gisnips  and  fortune  of 
the  SwediOi  hero  had  prevailed  in  this  fa- 
mous battle,  the  Ukraine  would  have  been 
no  longer  the  theatre  of  his  bold  operationSf 
but  the  capital  of  Ruffia  would  have  trembled 
at  the  prefence  of  the  haughty  conqueror. 

The  twenty- feventh  of  June  was  the  day   1709, 
on  which  Peter,  by  one  great  blow,  retrieved 
his  own  glory  and  decided  the  fate  of  the  two 
crowns,  near  the  town   of  Pultowa,  in  the 
Ukraine,  where  the  Rufiians  pofTe^ed  feveral 


**  IS  as  yet  only  an  immenfe  outline,  fto  quote  the  opinion 
of  a  judicious  and  impartial  traveller,)  which  will  require 
future  empreffes,  and  almoft  future  ages,  to  complete.*'  See 
Wraxall*s  Tour  through  fome  Northern  Parts  of  Europe; 
Lond.  1775  J  p.  a36. 

2  inaga«! 
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magazines  •\  Wc  may  enjoy  the  advantage 
of  relating  the  principal  circumflances  of  this 
celebrated  battle  as  the  riGtor  has  expreffed 
them  in  his  interefting  journal.  Six  days 
before  this  memorable  event,  the  Czar  with 
all  his  army  had  pafled  the  river  Vorfkla, 
which  wa(hes  the  walls  of  Pultowa,  refolved 
to  hazard  an  engagement ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  fourth  day,  they  found  themfelves 
within  half  a  league  of  the  enemy,  where 
they  halted,  unwilling  to  abide  the  event  of  a 
general  adion*  In  th^  night  they  threw  up 
an  intrenchment  between  themfelves  and  the 
Swedes;  their  cavalry  was  polled  in  the 
woods,  and  covered  by  feveral  redoubts  fur«* 
niihed  with  artillery* 

Charles  was  betrayed  into  the  mod  immi- 
nent danger  by  the  fearlefs  curiofity  with 
which  he  reconnoitered  the  difpofitions  of  the 
Ruffians.  As  he  was  examining  their  works 
with  a  general's  eye,  he  obferved  a  fmall 
number  of  Cofacks  repofing  themfelves  in 
indolent  fecurity  around  a  large  fire.  Un^ 
perceived,  he  difmounted  from  his  horfe,  and 
aimed  his  carbine  with  fuch  judgment,  as  to 
kill  the  foremoft  of  the  party.  The  Cofacks, 
enraged  at  the  fate  of  their  companion,  in* 
ilantly  feized  their  arms,  and  fired ;  one  of 

9*  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grandci  p.  187^ 

their 
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their  (hots  wounded  the  leg  of  the  Swedifii 
monarch,  who  fo  long  difguifed  his  pain  from 
the  obfervation  of  hi«  attendants,  that  they 
did  not  perceive  his  misfortune  unril  the 
blood  from  his  boot  revealed  the  diftrefling 
fecref,  The  Ruilians  derived  an  efiedual  aid 
from  this  accident. 

At  the  break  of  day,  a  corps  of  Swedes^ 
under  the  command  of  the  Generals  Rofen 
and  Schlipenbach,  charged  the  enemy  with 
fuch  irrefiftible  fury,  that  the  cavalry  gav^ 
.  way  in  diforder,  and  two  redoubts  alfo  be-* 
came  the  rewards  of  their  valour.     Already 
the  Swedes  flattered  themfelves  with  reaping 
the  honours  of  a  decifive  vidory ;  but  their 
prefumption  proved  fatal  to  themfelves  and 
to  their  country.     In  their  eagernefs  to  im- 
prove their  fuccefs,  they  advanced  with  fuch 
precipitate  rafhnefs,  that  they  loft   fight   of 
the  reft  of  the  army,  and  were  thrown  into 
confufion  by  the  vigorous  fire  kept  up  by  the 
enemy's  cannon.     Schlipenbach,  in  the  dan- 
ger of  being  furrounded,  was  obliged  to  retire 
into  a  wood,  where  ^he  cavalry,  dire&ed  by 
the  judicious  Czar,  rufhed  on   them ;    and 
their  united  efforts  foon  compelled  the  afto- 
nifhed  general  to  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  te- 
merity, by  the  furrender  of  himfelf  and  hi« 
troops ;  Rofen^  ;n  the  iatrenphments,  ihared 
a  fiiQilar  fate, 

Peter, 


Jf^ 


HISTORY  OP  THE 

Peter,  >;vho  had  to  endure  feelings  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  for  he  had  not  only  flaked  his 
life,  but  the  exiftence  of  all  his  great  under* 
takings  on  the  fuccefs  of  this  day,  had  ob* 
ferved  as  he  was  darting  his  comprehennve 
eye  to  the  different  fcenes  of  danger,  and 
fludying  every  poflible  advantage,  that  the 
principal  body  of  the  Swedifh  army  proceeded 
through  the  redoubts  with  a  degree  of  con* 
fufion  unworthy  of  their  famous  difcipline : 
thefe  irregular  motions  he  converted  into  a 
prefagc  of  vidory,  and  therefore  judged 
the  prefent  moment  mofl  favourable  for  an 
attack. 

The  tumult  and  clamour  of  the  general 
afTault  commenced  at  nine  in  the  morning, 
Charles,  who  was  foremofl  in  every  danger, 
was  carried  in  a  litter  by  his  Drabans,  and 
with  his  piftol  in  his  hand,  went  from  rank 
to  rank,  urging  every  motive  of  honour  to 
excite  the  courage  of  his  foldiers.  Both  of 
thefe  rivals  in  the  race  of  glory  were  carelefs ' 
of  th' ir  own  fafety,  and  watchful  only  to  difV 
play,  on  every  moment,  the  ability  of  a  chief 
and  the  valour  of  a  foldier.  A  ball  en- 
tered the  faddle  of  Peter's  horfe,  and  his 
hat  •'  was  pierced   with   feveral   (hots  as  he 

1^'  This  memorable  hat  is  (till  to  be  viewed  in  the  cabinet 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  Sec  Storck's  Tableau  dc  St. 
Petcrfturg. 

waa 
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was  imparting  his  calm  and  ikilful  orders  "*• 
While  Charles  was  rallying  his  ^defpairing 
troops '',  a  difcharge  of  cannon  broke  his 
litter  into  pieces^  and  killed  at  the  fame  time 
one  of  his  Drabans. 

The  whole  engagement  did  not  lad  abore 
two  hours.  The  conflid  between  the  two 
lines  of  infantry  was  long,  obftinate^  and 
bloody ;  but  Charles  had  at  laft  the  mortifiea- 
tion  of  beholding  the  irreparable  flight  of  his 
braved  foldiers  before  thofe  men  whofe  war- 
like efforts  he  had  fo  long  been  accuftomed 
to  view  with  the  utmoft  contempt.  Upwards 
of  nine  thoufand  Swedes  perifhed  in  the 
field  of  battle^  according  to  the  calculation 
of  the  conquerors;  while  the  multitude 
of  wounded  among  the  Ruffians,  which 
amounted  to  near  three  thoufand,  was  much 
greater  than  thofe  of  the  flain.  The  van- 
quifhed  might  with  truth  feek  to  hide  their 
want  of  fuccefs  under  their  vaft  inferiority  of 
numbers,  but  thefe  advantages  muft  be  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  remembrance  that  none 

•*  Even  Frederick  of  Pruffia,  in  whofe  eyes  Peter  is  rarely 
an  objed  of  admiration^  allows  that  he  performed  on  this 
memorable  day  the  part  of  a  great  general.  See  Hift. 
de  la  Maifon  'de  Brandenburg. 

•*  The  Swedes  were  twice  deceived  with  the  profpeA  of 
fuccefs.  When  the  Czar's  hat  was  pierced  with  a  mufquet 
ball,  the  Swedes^  fays  Lacombe«  criait  viffoire,  p.  246. 

Ll  but 
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but  the  firft  line  of  the  Ruffians  had  looked 
Dn  the  faces  of  their  enemies  ^\ 

A  generous  concern  was  cxprefled  by  the 
Czar  fpr  the  fate  of  the  ranquilhed  king ;  he 
conftiTed  and  admired  his  great  exploits^  and 
tfteem  even  maintained  an  alliance  with  ten- 
derrjefs  in  the  heart  of  this  ferocious  man» 
lie  dined  on  the  field  of  vidlory  with  the 
principal  officers  and  Swediih  generals,  who 
had  furrendered  to  his  victorious  arms. 
Count  Piper,  who  had  enjoyed  a  pre-emi- 
kience  over  all  the  Swediih  nobles  in  the  affect 
tion  of  his  unfortunate  prince,  had  voluntarily 
fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy> 
defpairing  of  all  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  refifl- 
tnce :  he  alfo  was  invited  to  the  table  of  the 
conqueror.  Peter  complimented  the  courage 
of  the  Swedifli  generals  in  terms  highly  flat« 
tering  to  their  vanity,  and  returned  his  fword 
to  Field-Marfhal  Reinfchild :  he  then  drank 
the  health  of  his  mailers,  politely  adding,  that 
this  title  was  appropriate  to  the  Swedes,  to 
whom  he  was  itidebted  for  his  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  war. 

•'  Journal  de  Pierre le  Grand;  a  Berlin,  1773;  p.  ^34— 
141.  lu.  a  letter  of  the  Czar's  difpatched  to  Admiral 
Apraxtn*  from  the  field  of  battle,  to  give  him  the  firft  in- 
tclligcnce  of  his  glorious  fuccefs,  he  makes  this  juft  and  em- 
phatic remark  in  the  poftfcript  r  Graces  a  Duu,  voiia  lapitm 
fondameniale  de  Peterhourg  JoUdement  pofee.  Sec  Anecdotes 
Originaies  de  Pierre  le  Grande  p.  324. 

Prince 
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Prince  Mentchikoff,  who  had  eftabliflied  his 
inilitary  fame  '^  in  this  adion,  wad  difpatched 
in  purfuit  ef  the  vanquifhed.  His  foldiers, 
animated  by  their  late  fuccefs,  foon  overtook 
thefe  exhaufted  bands.  The  Swedes  far  fur-* 
pafled  them  in  numbers,  but  difpirited  by 
their  recent  difafters,  they  were  more  inclined 
to  confult  their  fafety  by  a  furrender,  thaa 
by  their  intrepidity.  Mentchikoff,  perceiving 
their  deplorable  ftate  and  averfion  to  an  en«» 
gagement,  commiffioned  an  officer  to  repair 
to  Levenhaupt  their  commander  with  propo- 
fals  of  capitulation.  They  were  fuch  as 
conquerors  ufually  didate ;  the  lofs  of  their 
arms  and  freedom  was  comprifed  among  the 
reft  of  the  articles ;  and  the  defpair  of  the 
Swedes  delivered  both  up  to  General  Bauer *% 

an 

*•  In  this  memorable  battle,  the  favourite  of  Peter  had 
three  horfes  (hot  under  him;  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p. 2 14. 

joo  There  is  a  ftory  related  of  this  general  by  an  authentic 
writer,  which  places  him  in  fuch  an  amiable  light,  and  con- 
veys at  the  fame  time  fuch  a  fevere  reproach  to  \\i2LtfaIft 
fride  which  counfels  man  to  guard  againft  the  difcovery  of  a 
plebeian  origin  as  a  mortal  wound  to  his  reputation,  after 
geniusy  caprice,  or  fortune,  has  mounted  him  on  the  car  of 
greatnefs^  that  we  fiiall  deem  no  apology  neccflary  to  the 
manly  reader  for  the  length  of  its  infertion.  The  orders  of 
the  Czar  having  fixed  this  general  in  Holftein  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  year  1702,  he  invited  one  day  his  prinetpal  officers 
to  an  entertainment,  and  difpatched  It  the  fame  time  a 
fimilar  meflage  to  a  miller  and  his  wife,  whofe  decent  habi- 
tation arofe  near  the  town  of  Haflam.    The  miller,  to 

L  la  whom 
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an  officer  who  had  highly  dinftinguilhed 
himfelf  in  this  engagement  by  his  fkill  anc^ 
bravery. 

Thus,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
officers  who  fled  with  their  enraged  monarch. 


wliom  the  RufGan  name  was  fo  formidable,  felt  great  on- 
eafineis  at  this  invitation^  as  he  interpreted  it  not  into  an 
honourable  courtefy,  but  into  an  abfoliite  command.  With 
fear  and  wonder,  the  anxious  pair  fought  the  camp,  where 
•  Bauer  himfelf  received  them,  feuted  them  both  by  his  fide 
at  the  table,  and  exhorted  them  to  banifti  every  apprehcn- 
fion  of  danger.  During  the  dinner  he  (jueflioned  his  humble 
gncft  concerning  the  adual  ftate  of  his  family,  and  after  he 
had  aicertained  the  number  of  his  children,  he  aiked  him 
whether  he  had  any  brothers.  I  had  one,  replied  the 
miller,  but  as  he  entered  into  the  army  at  a  very  early 
age,  and  no  tidings  have  ever  been  received  of  him,  I 
muft  therefore  conclude  that  he  has  fallen  in  fome  engage- 
ment. Then  General  Bauer  addref&ng  himfelf  to  the  aflem* 
bly,  thus  emphatically  expreffed  the  noble  feelings  of  truth, 
virtue,  and  affedion  ;  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  always  been 
inquifitive  to  know  my  origin ;  your  curiofity  ihall  now  be 
fatisfied  ;  I  drew  my  fii*ft  breath  in  the  mill  ivhuh  belongs  to 
my  brother f  whom  you  behold  here  tvith  my  Jtfier.^  On  faying 
thefe  words,  he  arofe  from  the  table,  threw  himfelf  into  the 
arms  of  his  adonilhed  relatives,  and  requefted  the  com- 
pany to  dine  with  him  the  next  day  in  ihe  paternal  mtlL  The 
reader  might  jufUy  accufe  us  of  diminilhing  the  effedt  of 
tliis  pleafing  and  inftrudive  fcene,  if  we  did  not  add^  that 
the  generous  Bauer  fettled  his  brother  in  a  happy  indepen- 
dence>  and  charged  himfelf  with  the  education  of  his  ne- 
phews. In  my  mind,  this  anecdote  for  itt  moral  excellence^ 
is  aimod  worthy  to  be  infcribed  in  letters  of  gold.  In 
juftice  to  the  honour  of  the  Czar,  we  muft  obfervc,  that  he 
admired  and  praifed  this  exemplary  condudt  of  the  tndy 
m^aammotu  general,     Le  Clercy  tom.  iii.  p.  jjo. 

into 
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into  the  Turkifli  dominions,  the  whole  Swe- 
difti  army  was  either  ilaughtered  or  captived 
by  the  Ruffian  arms  '****. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  men,  who,  from  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  courfe  of  vidlories, 
had  claimed  the  proud,  but  precarious  title 
of  invincible  '**'.  The  conqueror  of  Charles, 
the  legiflator  of  a  numerous  people,  the  cre- 
ator of  a  new  power,  the  ally  of  Poland  and 
China,  whofe  arms  and  authority  were  car- 
ried from  the  (hores  of  the  Frozen  to  the 
Euxine  and  Cafpian  feas,  and  from  the  gulph 
of  Finland  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  was  raifed  for 
this  vidory,  to  the  rank  of  Major- General, 
by  the  approbation  and  confent  of  his  fuperior 
officers.  They  granted  him  at  the  fame  time 
the  rank  of  rear-admiral  in  the  fervice  of  the 
fea.  Thus  did  the  Czar's  example  "**  difcipline 
his  people,  aroufe  their  fpirits,  and  call  forth 
their  talents. 

^"^  LevoTque,  torn,  iv.  p  376. 

■•■  FontencUc.  in  his  Elogc  du  Czar  Pierre,  torn.  iii. 
p.  202.,  fpeaking  of  the  Czar's  determmatioD  to  advance  in 
military  rank  only  by  his  fuperior  merit,  obferves  with  his 
ufual  dircernroent  and  fpirit,  **  Si  c'etoit  la  une  efpece  dc 
comcdie,  du  moins  clle  ^toit  inftrudive,  ct  meritoit  d'etre 
jouee  dcvant  tous  les  rois  " 

io»  €4  j^Qn  hanno  gli  homtni  xnaggiori  nimico  chc  la 
;rcppa  profperita."  Hift.  d'ltalia,  lib.  xiv.  p.  399.  The  ve» 
terans  of  Charles  may  exemplify  this  remark  of  the  faga- 
cious  Guiccardini. 

L 1 3  Two 
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1711.  Two  years  after  this  glorious  event,  which 
fixed  immoveable  the  foundations  of  St.  Pe* 
terfburgh,  the  Turks  on  the  river  Pruth  ex- 
pofed  to  the  triumphant  Czar  the  fad  vicif- 
fitudes  of  war.  The  origin  and  conclufion 
of  this  enterprizc^  fo  falutary  to  the  Turks,  fo 
inglorious  to  Peter,  may  be  difmifled  in  a  few 
words. 

When'*'  Charles  fled  from  a  purfuing 
enemy  to  the  friendly  frontiers  of  Turkey, 
the  greatnefs  of  his  name  had  long  attraded 
the  veneration  of  the  Divan,  and  contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  his  foes  and  to  the  ufual 
injuftice  of  mankind,  it  fuffered  no  abatement 
in  their  eyes  by  his  prefent  misfortunes.  Per- 
haps their  refpeA  and  compaflion  for  the  fate 
of  Charles  did  not  lofe  any  of  its  force,  by 
the  mortifying  remembrance  that  the  fame 
man  who  had  compelled  him  to  aflume  the 
fuppliant  character  of  a  fugitive,  had  fecured 
the  fortrefs  of  Azof  by  his  talents  and  valour. 
The  truce,  however,  which  they  renewed  the 
following  year  with  the  Ruffians,  induced  the 
vanquifhed  king  to  believe  that  they  had  re« 
folved  to  run  the  chance  neither  of,  vidlory 
nor  defeat  in  this  Unequal  conteft  with  the 
Czar.  But  this  neutrality  was  foon  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  miffion  of  Count  Poniatoviki 

■<^'  Tooke,  vol.  11.  p.  9  ii  92 J  93. 

to 
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to  Conftantiaople,  ^rhof^  abiKtie^  were  fo 
well  employed  in  the  cauff?  of  his  friend  and 
mailer  Charles,  that  he  npt  only  efieded  the 
downfall  of  the  Vizir,  whofe  pacific  :iyftem$ 
had  clalhed  with  his  defigns,  but  at  laft  pre-? 
vailed  on  the  flothful  fpraglio  to  unfurl  the 
ftandard  of  wan 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  prince  of 
Peter's  warlike  temper  of  mind,  on  beholding 
this  preiling  and  extenfive  danger,  long  de-r 
layed  to  meet  the  Turk  in  arms.  But  for- 
getfulnefs  of  the  inconflancy  of  fortune,  and 
contempt  of  the  enemy,  (two  faults  whicl^ 
generally  are  the  forerunners  of  great  evils,) 
betrayed  the  Czar  into  a  fituation  where 
jcourage  ^nd  fkill  were  equally  unavailing. 
Unfortunately  repofing  an  implicit  confidence 
In  the  fuccours  of  Cantemir,  the  hofpodar 
of  Moldavia^  and  the  treacherous  valTal  of 
|be  Ottoman  Porte,  be  advanced  into  the 
enemies*  country  with  fuch  a  fatal  preci- 
pitancy "*  thai  he  permitted  the  Turks  and 
Tatars,  whofc  united  force  furpaffed  his  in  a 
more  than  ten^fold  proportion,  to  encompafs 
him  on  the  river  Pruth  near  to- the  ancient 
town  of  Jafly  in  Moldavia,  with  the  ftrength 
of  his  men  confumed  by  the  fatigues  of  a  long 
march,  and  their  courage  deprefled  by  the  ap- 

■•♦  Sec  Gordon,  vol.  ii-  p.  58. 

L  1  4  prehenfion 
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prebeniion  of  famine.  Defpair  for  the  firit 
time  ruflied  into  the  heart  of  Peter,  at  the 
fight  of  his  adual  mifery,  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  hiis  pad  greatnefs ;  and  the  romantic 
plans  of  conqueft  which  Charles  had  formed 
would  now  perhaps  have  been  realized,  if  the 
adventurous  firmnefs  of  Catharine '°',  the  ce- 
lebrated partner  of  his  toils  as  well  as  plea- 
fures,  had  not  fuggefted  an  expedient  which 
liberated  him  from  all  the  horrors  of  hii 
fituation. 

While  the  difconfolate  Czar,  in  the  agony 
of  his  grief  had  retired  to  his  tent  and  for-> 
bade  every  one,  under  pain  of  death,  to  feek 
an  accefs  to  his  perfon  '^,  this  intrepid  wo- 
man, dreading  more  the  efFeds  of  his  convul- 
fions  '**'  than  anger,  eluded  the  vigilance  of 
the  guards,  made  her  way  into  his  tent,  and 
compelled  his  pride  to  acknowledge,  that  to 
enfure  the  general  fafety  he  muft  condefcend 

■•*  For  the  birth,  and  hiftory  of  Catharine,  we  refer  the 
reader  to  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p.  277,  8cc.  who  has  gathered  on  this 
(ubjed  much,  curious  information  from  the  mofi  authentic 
quarters. 

■^  Chantreau,  vol.  ii.  p  5^. 

*^  Thefc  convulfions  were  faid  (with  what  truth  it  is 
diflScuit  to  determine)  to  be  the  e£FeAs  of  the  poifon  ad- 
miniftered  by  his  fifter  Sophia.  See  Lord  Whitworth's 
Account  of  Ruffiai  as  it  was  in  the  year  1710,  Lopd.  I75d« 
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to  folicit  for  a  peace  "*.  This  refolution  was 
the  refult  of  a  council  of  war  which  her 
prompt  and  manly  fpirit  had  affembled  and 
harangued.  The  counfels  of  Catharine  were 
praiflifed  with  a  fuccefs,  which  exceeded  her 
moft  fanguine  expedations.  After  collefling 
ail  the  money  and  valuables  which  her  fcanty 
ftores,  and  the  fevere  frugality  of  the  army 
could  furnifli ""%  an  officer  of  merit  and  con* 
fidence  fet  forward  to  the  Vizir  with  thefe 
prefents,  and  a  letter  from  Cheremetef,  which 
liontained  propofals  of  peace  in  the  name  of 
hU  mafter.  During  the  awful  interval^  the 
troops  of  the  defponding  emperor  had  been 
commanded  to  fall  on  the  enemy  with  all 
their  ftrength,  (hould  his  overtures  be  re- 
jeded-. 

The  tardy  reply  of  the  Turk  occafioned 
the  Ruffians  to  advance  forty  yards ;  but  a  fa- 
vourable anfwer  at  length  arriving  from  the 
Vizir,  prevented  any  defperate  meafures  be- 
ing undertaken.  Between  this  firft  fervant  of 
the  Ottoman  court,  and  the  vice  chancellor 
of  Ruffia,  Baron  Shaffirof,  was  concluded  a 

'***  Levefqne,  torn.  iv.  p-4i  i»  41 3|  4139  414. 
'^  Memoires  de  I'lmperatrice  Catherine,  Haye,  17281 
p.  32.     Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  33. 
♦*•  Journal  de  Pierre  Ic  Grand,  p.  374,  375, 

treaty 
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treaty '"  by  which  the  Turks  obtained  the 
mod  rational  objects  of  the  war,  the  reftora-* 
tion  of  Azof ' '%  the  free  paflage  of  Charlea  to 
his  kingdom  "',  the  demolition  of  the  port  of 
Taganrok  on  the  fea  of  Zabache,  and  that  of 
Samara  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  the  fame 
name ;  the  other  articles  were  few  in  number^ 
and  of  fmall  importance.  Thus  by  no  yery 
difgraceful  concefEons  "%  did  the  wifdom  of 
an  unlettered  woman  fave  the  Ruffians  a  nd 
referve  the  important  life  of  the  emperor  for 
the  future  fervice  of  his  country,  which 
would  have  been  loft  perhaps  l^  his  own  in- 
difcretion  and  the  timid  perplexity  of  his  ge* 
ncrals  "'.     The  inftantes  we  believe  arc  very 

rare 

*"  In  Brace's  Memoirs^  p.  44.  wc  read  •*  that  the  peace 
was  concluded  in  the  name  of  the  field-maHhaly  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  Czar."  But  the  infpcding  and  ab- 
Iblute  difpofitiom  of  Peter  ftrongiy  inclines  us  to  dcQ^vibe  t)uB 
authentkity  of  this  aiTertion. 

*"  Vita-di  Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  227. 

■'*  See  Mottley,  vol.  ii.  p.  157.  for  the  article  relative  to 
the  king  of  Sweden. 

'"♦  Sec  Cantcnair*s  Hift.  of  the  Otlunan  Empire  ;  forth^ 
noble  determination  of  the  Czar  not  to  violate  his  promife 
of  deferting  this  prince,  p.  453. 

■  •'  Several  writers  have  however  reduced  the  interference 
of  Catharine  in  this  critical  affair  to  a  very  fmall  compafs. 
Motraye  in  particular  denies  her  railing  of  the  prefents,  and 
attributes  the  deliverance  of  the  Czar  folely  to  the  political 
ability  of  Shaffirof,  p.  103—105.  note.  But  the  manifefto 
of  Peter  on  her  coronation  where  he  fpeaks  fo  pointedly  of 

his 
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rare .  both  in  ancient  and  modem  hiftory, 
vrhere  at  the  expence  of  man  fo  much  fair 
commendation  can  be  bellowed  on  the  fenfc 
and  Brmnefs  of  the  female  chara£ter. 

The  conqueft  of  Finland  was  the  next  *7'3- 
event  which  added  luftre  to  the  Ruffian  arm8| 
and  the  condu£t  of  Peter,  on  this  perilous 
enterjirize,  moft  ftrikingly  difplays  that  of  a 
hero  eager  to  facrifice  his  life  for  the  general 
fafety,  yet  ftill  trufting  to  extricate  himfelf 
from  all  his  difficulties  by  the  judicious  choice 
of  his  meafures.  After  Helfmgfors  and  Abo 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Clar,  the  fleet 
of  gallies  under  the  command  of  the  brave 
general- admiral  Apraxin,  purfued  their  courfe 
towards  Finland  to  the  latitude  of  Abo.  The 
fliips  of  the  line  were  fent  to  Revel,  and  the 
Czar  embarked  with  the  rank  of  rear-ad- 
miral *'*.  Some  light  veflels  were  Rationed 
between  the  fleets  for  the  purpofes  of  commu* 
nication.     The  fleet  of  the  enemy  lay  at  an- 


his  obligations  to  her  at  this  place»  xnuil  be  deduced  as  a 
ftrong  argument  in  fupport  of  her  ading  the  principal  part 
in  this  great  affair.  We  feel,  therefore,  little  or  no  re!u<5lance 
in  fubfcribing  our  alTent  to  the  following  words  of  Chan- 
treau  ;  "  La  pair  de  Pruth,  qui  fauva4'armce  Rufle  d*une 
deftruftion  inevitable,  a  etc  entierement  attribute  a  I'habi- 
\il6  de  Catherine,  et  I'a  etc  juftement,  malgrc  ce  qu*en  ont 
pu  dire  ies  detraAeurs  de  cette  princeflei  ou  ceux  qui  c^nt 
^crit  d'apres  eux." 
*?^  Le?efqaei  torn,  iv*  p*439»  44.0. 

chor 
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chor  more  ftrong  in  (hips  than  the  Ruffians^ 
but  of  an  inferior  force  in  gallies,  and  confe- 
quently  lefs  adapted  for  fkilful  manoeuvres  in 
a  fea  interfperfed  with  rocks.  After  the 
fkilful  and  illuftrious  rear-admiral  had  dif- 
covered  their  pofition  and  ftrength,  orders 
were  iffued  to  proceed  towards  Angout;  a 
very  narrow  ifthmus  appeared  between  this 
place  and  Razabourgh,  The  poflefTion  of  the 
enemies'  fleet  in  this  (ituation  appeared  hope* 
lefs,  if  the  genius  of  the  Czar  had  not  con- 
ceived and  executed  a  plan  which  totally  re* 
medied  the  deficiency  of  nature.  A  road 
was  formed  of  ftrong  and  foiid  planks,  along 
which  eighty  gallies  were  drawn  over  rollers 
by  dint  of  ftrength,  and  launched  into  the  wai- 
ter to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Swedes.  Erenf- 
child  the  rear-admiral  of  the  Swedes,  who 
had  run  out  in  a  frigate  from  Angout  to  ob- 
ferve  the  movements  of  the  Ruffians,  was  em- 
boldened to  the  attack  by  the  alluring  hope 
of  an  eafy  vidory. 

Impatient  of  delay  he  proceeded  with  more 
courage  than  prudence  againft  the  vanguard, 
led  on  by  the  Czar  himfelf  "\  who  performed 
on  this  day,  the'  various  and  oppofite  duties 
of  general  and    pilot,    of  foldier   and    fai- 

"'  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  375,  376. 

lor, 
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lor"\  to  the  admiration  of  his  friends  and 
the  terror  of  his  enejr.ies.  Always  animat- 
ing in  the  hour  of  danger  the  valour  of  his 
fubjcds  by  his  own  example,  he  himfelf 
engaged  the  frigate  of  Erenfchild,  and  with 
fuch  fkiil  and  bravery  as  decided  the  engage- 
ment. The  combat  lafted  two  whole  hours"* 
terrible  from  the  defpair  of  the  admiral  and 
the  fury  of  the  Czar.  The  Swedifti  artillery 
was  produdive  of  more  terror  than  effed,  as 
the  diredion  of  their  guns  was  not  fufficiently 
low.  They  at  laft  fell  into  clofe  adion,  gal- 
lies  grappled  with  gallies,  and  the  boarding 
became  fo  defperate  and  general,  that  (laugh- 
ter and  confuiion  prefently  reigned  around. 
When  the  efforts  of  the  Swedes  had  entirely 
fubfided,  the  Ruffians  numbered,  among  the 
fruits  of  this  important  vidory,  the  brave 
and  wounded  admiral  "^  his  frigate,  eight 
gallies,  and  three  fmall  veffels.  The  reft  of 
the  Swedifh  fleet  fled  with  air  the  Iiafte  of 
fear  towards  Stockholm,  while  the  vidorious 
Czar  took  poffefllon  of  the  ifland  of  Aland, 

"•  «  II  Czar  fcce  in  quella  zuffa  le  funzioni  di  generale, 
t  di  nocchiere,  di  foldato,  e  di  miirinajo,  ordinando  colla  fua 
voce,  efeguenda  colla  fue  mani,  animando  coJla  fuo  ezem- 
pio."     Vitadi  Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  239. 

■••  Lacombe, p.  ayi.  Mottlcy,  vol.  ii.  p.  209-  Gordon 
fay*  three,  vol.  ii.  p.  58, 

'*'  Bruce,  in  his  Memoirs,  p.  128.  relates,  «<  that  Erenf- 
child  received  fcven  wounds  b  this  defperate  engagement." 
See  Ii  kewife  Fontenelie's  Eloge  du  Czar  Pierre,  p.  208. 

iivhich 
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which  Is  but  twelve  leagues  diftant  from  that 
capital. 

Vfe  can  readily  imagine  what  a  fleeplefs 
night  the  court  of  Stockholm  muft  have 
pafledi  when  they  were  informed  of  the 
near  refidence  of  the  Czar.  A  long  feries  of 
vidories  had  too  fatally  afcertained  the  war- 
like abilities  of  th§ir  neighbour,  whofe  am- 
bition (of  which  they  had  very  folid  proofs 
to  juftify  their  fufpicions)  would  lead  his  moft 
ferious  thoughts  to  the  conqueft  of  their  ter- 
rified city  "'.  But  the  misfortune  of  Charles 
and  the  fad  reverfe  of  fortune  on  the  banks 
of  thePruth,  had  warned  the  adventurous 
Ipirit  of  Peter  not  to  undertake  a  part  fo 
full  of  danger  from  its  failure,  and  fo  unpro- 
mifing  of  any  permanent  advantage  from  its 
fuccefs.  Content  therefore  with  the  more  fafe 
and  moderate  pleafure  of  ftriking  terror  into 
the  very  heart  of  Sweden,  and  of  proving  the 
value  of  the  marine,  which  owed  its  birth  to 
his  induftry  and  genius,  and  its  fkill  to  £n- 
gli{h  inftrudion  "*,  he  entrufted  the  command 

of 

'*'  Mottley,  vol.  ii.  p.  a  1 1 . 

■**  w^e  may  conceive  with  what  eminent  fuccefs  naval 
ta^ics  were  cultivated  by  the  Ruflian  youth,  who  were  dif- 
patched  into  England  by  the  fagacious  Czar,  on  the  per- 
xniillon  of  our  court,  when  the  cautious  and  experienced  ad- 
miral Apraxin  ventured  to  declare  that  he  would  defy  any 
of  our  flags  to  put  a  ftraUgem  on  them  with  which  they 

were 
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of  Finland  to  prince  Golitzin  and  fteered  to 
iSt.  Peterfburgh  with  all  his  prizes  '**. 

In  his  courfe  thither^  he  evinced  in  a  moft 
confpicuous  manner,  that  fuperior  courage  of 
the  mind  which,  unaflifted  by  any  great  ex- 
umple,  can  meet  death  in  its  moft   terrific 
ihape,   when   the  fafety   of  his    people  de- 
manded.    The  fleet  was  encountered  by  a 
furious  temped ;  the   darknefs  of  the  night 
encreafed  the  fenfe  of  danger,  the  men  could 
no  longer  maintain  the  charader  of  expe- 
rienced  mariners,   and  their  limbs  were  fo 
tnotionlefs  by  fear,  that  they  were  not  equal 
€ven  to  the  attempt  of  faving  their  lives.     In 
this  general  confternation,  their   ruin  muft 
have  been  inevitable,  if  his  abilities  had  not 
prepared  a  feafonable  relief,  if  he  had  not  felt 
that  the   firft   in  rank  (hould  ihew   himfelf 


were  not  acqaaioted.  See  a  fpirited  aad  judicious  pamphlet 
(the  corapofition^  I  believe,  of  an  Englifhman  who  filled  a 
diplomatic  ftation  in  RufTia)  intitled,  "  Truth  is  but  Truth 
as  it  is  timed  9  or  our  Miniftry's  preient  Meafures  againft 
the  Mofcovite  vindicated."  Lond.  1719,  p.  7.  If  there  is 
anj  authority  to  be  found  in  the  report  which  Tome  time 
ago  prevailed  of  our  gallant  and  fcientific  admiral  Sir 
.  Borlafe  Warren  having  aiTumed  the  honours  of  the  diplo- 
matic character  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  inftruding  the 
Ruffians  in  the  theory  and  pradice  of  our  naval  tadic8» 
we  recommend  the  peruial  of  this  curious  paflage  to  our 
mintfters. 
**<  Levcfque,  torn.  iv«  p.  442. 

the 
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the  firft  in  fpirit,  when  the  time  is  pregnant 
.  vc^ith'deftrudtion."  In  oppofition  to  the  urgent 
entreaties  and  undifguifed  fears  of  his  moft 
intrepid  officers,  he  fearlefsly  defcended  into  a 
large  boat,  and  in  this  dangerous  conveyance 
proceeded  more  than  two  miles  by  fea,  (every 
moment  expeding  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  the 
waves,)  till  he  at  laft  gained  the  land,  where 
he  lighted  a  great  fire,  the  promifed  fignal  of 
fafety,  which  revived  the  loft  courage  of  the 
failors,  and  with  their  courage,  the  power  of 
preferving  the  fleet  '**. 

The  vidors  entered  St.  Peterfburgh  with 
all  the  deferved  honours  of  a  triumph"*; 
and  when  they  had  been  faluted  by  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  people,  the  gallant  admiral 
Erenfchild  reluctantly  expofed  himfelf  to  the 
public  gaze  at  the  head  of  his  equally  brave 
companions.  The  frigate  and  gallies  taken 
from  the  Swedes  were  ranged  on  the  Neva. 
From  the  principal  ftreets  the  glorious  pro- 
ceffion  was  conduded  to  the  citadel  "**,  where 
on  a  throne  was  feated  prince  Fedor  Romo- 
danovfki,  to  receive  that  homage  which  the 
modefty  or  policy  of  Peter  invariably  de- 
clined.    The  prince  Czar  (for  fuch  was  the 

■*♦  Mem.  de.  TEmpire  RufEcn,  p.  54.  and  Vita  di  iPietro 
il  Grande,  p.  239,  240. 
■*'  Lcvefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  443. 
'■•  FontcncUc's  Eloge  du  Caar  Pierre  I.  p.  Jo8. 
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title  beftowed  on  this  cuftomary  rq)rerenta« 
tlVe  of  the  (bvereign  on  all  memorable  occa* 
fio&s)  commanded  the  rear-admiral  Peter 
Alexiovits  to  (land  before  his  prince  and  give 
A  recital  of  the  famous  battle  of  Angout. 
The  ***  great  rulef  of  Rufiia,  in  a  uniform 
of  an  officer  of  the  marine^  obeyed  the  man* 
date  with  every  poflible  demonftration  of 
fefpedk  The  exertions  of  the  officers  were 
rewarded  with  medals  of  gold ;  filver  "*  ones 
teftified  the  merit  of  the  failors  and  foldiers, 
ftnd  the  fervices  of  the  Czar  raifed  him  to 
the  rank  of  vice-admiral  "*.  In  this  fplendid 
«nd  edifying  comedy^  the  foreign  minifters 
and  great  officers  of  the  court  bore  their 
parts,  by  advancing  to  congratulate  the  Czar 
on  his  new  promotion.  When  this  cere- 
mony was  concluded,  Peter  afcended  (irom 
the  inferior  office  of  vice-admiral  to  the  more 
exalted  ftation  of  fbvereign,  and  in  that  cha* 
ta€ter  he  was  not  afraid  to  pronounce  a  dif- 
courfe  before  the  different  orders  of  the 
thronged  affembly,  in  every  refped  worthy 
of  the  augufl  name  of  founder  and  legiijator 
of  a  great  empire. 


'V  Le  Clcrc,  toin,  iii.  p.  377. 
'*»  William's  RuQSa,  p.  160. 
""  Vita  de  Pictro  il  Grande,  p.  141. 
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*^  My  brothers,  who  among  us  could  hare 
enter^ined  the  proud  thought  that  in  the 
^pacc  of  thirty  years  he  flxould  have  one  day 
with  nie  conflrudcd  veflels  in  the  Bahic  ;  that 
from  this  conquered  country  a  city  of  the  firft 
magnitude  (hould  I^ave  ftarted  up  by  the  union 
of  Qvr  bravery  and  labours,  that  fuch  a  train  of 
victorious  combatants  and  ikilful  navigators 
ijipuld  have  flown  from  the  blood  of  the  Ruf- 
fians. The  moft  prophetic  eye  which  per- 
va(;les  human  affairs,  cquld  not  have  forefeen 
that  in  fo  ihort  a  fpace  of  time  fuch  Teamed 
■nen,  diftrngui|hed  artifts,  and  Ikilful  work- 
meUi  would  have  flocked  from  the  diflfereot 
parts  of  Europe  to  raife  the  arts  to  the  moft 
flporifhing  height  in  our  country }  that  we 
Ihould  have  commanded  fuch  refpeft  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  potentates,  that  a  glory  of 
fo  vafl  an  extent,  (hould  be  attached  to  our 
nation. 

"  In  the  inftrudive  page  of  hiflory  we  fee 
that  in  former  times  the  fciences  fixed  their 
abode  in  Greece,  and  that  when  the  rage 
of  fadlion  urged  their  flight  from  thofe  de- 
lightful countries,  Italy  was  the  next  to  feel 
their  humanizing  influence,  and  from  thence 
they  fpread  themfelves  into  all  the  countries 
of  Europe.  By  the  negligence  of  our  an- 
cellors  they  ftopped  in  Poland,  without  vi- 
Ihing  us.     But  the  Germans  and.  Poles  have 

been 
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been  plunged  in  the  fame  darknefs  of  igno- 
rance where  we  have  languifhed  even  to  the 
prefent  times ;  from  the  cares  of  their  fove- 
reigns  fprang  thftt  generous  emulation  which 
now  leads  them  to  the  right  exercifc  of  their 
faculties.  To  them  belongs  the  fame  of  in- 
heriting the  fcience  of  Greece,  its  arts,  and 
policy.  At,  laft  our  time  is  arrived,  if  you 
will  fecond  my  efforts,  by  joining  ftudy  to 
obedience.  .  The  arts  circulate  in  the  world 
as  the  blood  in  the  human  body,  and  perhaps 
in  returning  to  their  ancient  country  Greece, 
they  may  eftablilh  their,  empire  over  the  fons 
of  Ruffia,  and  our  prefent, improvements  en- 
courage me  to  think  that  nations  more 
civlized  will  one  day  blufh.at  the  extent  of 
our  glory  and  labours  ''^  The  retnainder  of 
this  great  day  was  devoted  to  pleafure.  Erenf- 
child  was^  invited  to  the  entertainment  which 
Mcntchikoff  gave  to  his  fovereign  and  foreign 
minlRere,  and  his  perfbnal  courage,  fkill  and 
a43:ivity  in  the  late  adion,  highly  commended 
by  the  Gzar''". 

■'**  For  this  glorious  fpceeh,  fee  Levefque,  torn  iv,  p. 445, 
446.  Vdtaire's  Hift.  de  RuflSc,  p.  316.  Vita  di  Fietro  il 
Grande^p.  2^7,  238.  Memoirs  du  Minift.  etrangerc,  p.  17 
—19.  Anecdotes  Originales  de  Pierre  le  Grand,  p.  269, 
a 70.  'The  reader  will  perceive  we  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  condenfing^  the  fenfc  of  fome  paflages  which"  are  too 
mnch  dlktted  by  mod  of  the  abovfe-quoted  hiftorians. 

**'  Mem.  du  Minift.  etrangere,  p.  48t 

Mm2  But 
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But  in  the  midft  of  this  blaze  of  profpcrity 
aijd  renown,  the  traces  of  dotneftic  forrow 
were  eafy  to  be  difcovered  in  the  face  of 
Peter.  The  anxious  father  had  long  be- 
held his  fon  Alexis,  the  fole  fruit  of  his  mar« 
riage  with  the  divorced  Eudoxia,  drive  with 
the  moft  unnatural  zeal,  to  unite  himfelf  in  a 
firm  league  of  friend(hip  with  ignorance  and 
vice.  It  is  not  only  inconfiftent  with  our 
purpofes,  but  it  may  be  ftyled  an  uielefe  taft: 
(Hnce  the  fubjedt  has  been  equally  exhaufted 
by  foreign  and  domeftic  writers)  to  enter 
into  the  hiftory  ***  of  the  condud  and  cha- 
ra<H:er  of  a  prince,  whofe  degeneracy  or  guilt 
17x8.  forced  his  patriotic  &ther,  four  years  after 
this,  bdnourable  viftory,  to  fubfcribe  his  fen-^ 
tence  of  death.  Nor  fhall  we  fo  far  forget 
the  duty  of  an  hiftorian,  as  to  aflume  the 
character  of  a  political  difputant,  and  involve 
ourfelves  in  an  indifcreet  argument  on  the 
wife  or  mifcbievous  effedft  of  that  remarkable 
kw  (publiflied  in  February  172a)  which 
abolifhed  hereditary  fucceffion,  and  ordained 
that  every  future  monarch  (hould  be  at  liberty 

■*•  For  the  life,  manners,  trial,  and  death  of  Alwis,  fee 
Lcvefquc,  torn.  V.  p.  i — 66«  Le  Cierc,  tonft«  iii.  p«450— 
500.;  unJ  Coxc,  vol-  ii.  p.  30t»&€.  With  this  Jail  writer 
I  muft  venture  to  differ  c^mccrning  the  meafure  of  Peter'f 
cruelty,  and  the  real  motives  of  hi^condu^.  notwithftand- 
ing  he  has  colleded  a  (Irong  fquadroa  of  anecdotes  to  fup* 
port  his  opinions. 

to 
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to  conjUitute  as  fuccefTdr  to  the  throne,  the 
perfon  whom  he  ihould  deem  the  moft  wor« 
thy,  but  that  bis  choice  might  be  revoked  ia 
cafe  the  perfoa  xiomiaated  ifhould  condudt 
himfelf  in  an  imprudent  manner'".  We  (hall 
only  therefore  endeavour  to  moderate  the 
ceofure  of  poftericy  againft  both  thefe  ads, 
by  obferving  that  when  he  figned  the  firft  he 
was  not  a£luated  by  the  revengeful  pafBons 
of  the  defpot,  but  by  the  pure  fpirit  of  the 
legiflator,  who  is  willing  to  facri(ice  his  own 
happinefs  for  the  benefit  of  his  country  -,  whilft 
in  the  latter  he  wiQied  to  leave  an  aweful 
warning  to  the  children  of  future  fovereigns, 
to  avoid  the  infamous  diOfolutenefs  of  an 
Alexis,  left  it  fliould  for  ever  fix  them  in  a 
private  ftation* 

Soon  after  the  death  of  this  unfortunate 
prince,  Peter  once  more  became  the  fierce 
and  fuccefsful  enemy  of  the  Swedes.  When 
all  the  vaft  fchemes  of  ambition  formed 
by  Charles,  were  finifhed  at  the  fiege  of  Fre- 
dericfhall,  by  a  (hot  from  the  enemies  bat* 

>"  See  this  extraordinary  ukafe  in  Mem.  de  I'Imp.  Ca- 
therine»  p.  67 — 72.  The  learned  biljiop  Theophanes  was 
ordered  by  Peter  to  compofe  a  wor)L»  doubtlefs  for  the  jafti- 
ficatton  of  this  fingular  law^  under  the  title  of  **  The  Right 
of  the  Monarch  in  the  arbitrary  Appointment  of  a  Sue* 
ceffor  to  the  Empire."    See  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  i  xo. 

*   M  m  3  teriesi 
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teries,  or  by  the  hands  of  an  affaffin  "*,  Peter 
applied  to  the  new  Swedifh  government  for 
the  ratification  of  that  treaty  which  had  been 
projefted  between  him  and  his  old  rival. 
Relying  on  the  promifed  fuccour  of  England 
they  delayed  the  fignature  of  the  treaty  in 
the  vain  hope  of  reducing  his  demands  within 
the  compafs  of  moderation  by  the  perilous 
experiment  of  war.  But  the  experience  of 
two  campaigns,  in  which  the  Ruffian  foldiers 
demoHQied  fix  confiderable  towns,  ^nd  fhed 
torrents  of  the  nobleft  Sw^difh  **^  blood, 
made  them  at  laft  truly  defirous  of  cultivating 
peace  and  friendfhip  with  the  Czar.  On 
iy2i.  the  tenth  of  September,  a  day  of  (hame  to 
the  Swedes,  and  glory  to  the  Ruffians,  a 
peace  was  therefore  figned  between  Frederic 
the  fucceffor  of  Charles,  and  Peter,  which 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  latter,  at  Ny- 
ftadt  in  Finland,  Livonia^  Eftbonia^  Ingria^ 
a  pari  of  Carelia^  with  the  territory  of  Vyborg^ 
the  ijle  ofCEfel^  and  all  the  other  iflands  in  the 
,  Southern-Jea  and  the  Baltic^  that  ftretch  from 
Kurland  to  Vyborg '^^ 

"*  Some  curious  information  is  to  be  foqnd  in  Cpxe, 
vol.  iv.  p.  74.  on  this  much  agitated  queftion  concerning  the 
manner  of  his  death. 

""  See  the  horrible  ravages  on  the  Swedifh  coaft,,  in 
Bruce,  p.  199.  Mottiey,  vo!  iii.  p.  188,  189.  Banks,  .p, 
320.  ;  and  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  297. 

»»•  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  97,  98.     Mottley,  vol.  iii.  p.  260. 

2  Thus, 
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Thua,  after  a  bloody  and  cxpenfive  war  of 
twenty-one  years,  peace  was  finally  procured 
by  the  martial  vigour  of  Peter.  In  the  fcale 
of  the  lofles  and  fucceflfes  arifing  from  this 
long  and  various  conteft,  the  balance  might 
be  very  differently  inclined  by  the  feelings  of 
the  philofopher  and  ftatefman.  Peter  had 
repeatedly  hazarded  his  life,  the  fatigues  of 
his  body  had  been  aggravated  by  the  cares  of 
his  mind,  a  great  number  of  his  fubjedis  had 
been  fwept  away  by  the  fcythe  of  war,  and 
his  treafury  had  yielded  him  fuch  immenfe 
fums  as  was  thought  his  eftates  never  could 
have  furnifhed  with  all  their  additional  fources 
of  opulence ;  but  a  formidable  fleet  remained, 
veteran  troops,  commanders  of  extcnfive  abi- 
lities, and  a  grand  confideration  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  He  had  reduced  to  the  loweft  ftage 
of  diftrefs,  a  power  of  great  ftrength,  and  aU 
ways  eager  to  opprefs  Ruflia ;  he  had  acquired 
the  ground  for  the  eredlion  of  a  new  capital, 
the  ports  of  which  were  forrped  for  all  the  be- 
nefits of  commercial  intercourfe;  a  portion 
of  Finland,  two  fertile  provinces,  which  were 
efteemed  the  nurfes  of  Sweden,  and  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  {kilful  generals.  The 
creed  of  the  philofopher  may  refufe  thefe  ad- 
vantages, as  purchafed  at  the  price  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  lives  of  millions  ;  but  in  the  jurif- 
prudence  of  the  ftatefman,  they  will  be  lound 
M  m  4  mate- 
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materially  to  encreafe  the  (Ircagtb  and  fpleoi* 
dour  of  the  throne. 

But  the  pureft  trophy  of  his  vidloriea  was 
iu  the  new  and  auguft  title  of  Povelitel  Of 
Eitnpcror^  and  Father  of  bis  country^  conferred 
on  him  by  the  gratitude  of  the  fenate  and 
clergy,  and  to  which  they  annexed  the  ho* 
nourable  title  of  the  Great  '"•  The  miuifters 
of  England,  France,  Germany,  Poland,  and 
Penmark,  congratulated  him  about  the  year 
1722,  on  thefe  glorious  names"',  which  fo 
dcfcrvedly  placed  him  above  tbe^roy al -crowd  j 
and  which  the  unfeigned  admiration  of  Hol^ 
land  and  Pruffia,  bad  beftowed  on  him  two 
years  after  the  famous  battle  of  Pultow^. 

After  enjoying  a  (hort  feafon  of  repofe  iq 

bis  palace  at  St.  Peteriburg,  Peter  for  the  )aft 

%7^^*  time,  planted  with  eafe,  his  ^£torious  ftan- 

dard  on  the  y^alls  of  Derbent  *'%  a  city  which 

had  beheld  the  wife  ambition  of  the  Mace- 

*  '•'  Motllcy»  ▼ol.  ill.  p  2^6,  277,  Viu  di  Pietro  \\  Grande^ 
p.  3 13.  Bruce  fays,  **  he  took  fome  time  to  confidcr  whe- 
ther he  Ihooid  accept  pf  thefe  titles.'*  p.  227. 

'"  Several  hiftorians  have  declared  that  England  hx^ 
noured  him  with  this  title  in  its  European  fcnfe,  after  the 
battle  of  Pultowa,  Among  the  reft,  the  careful  Levefque 
has  entangled  himfelf  in  thi$  error,  but  their  faftidious  re- 
fufal  of  this  title  to  the  year  1712,  is  fully  cj(pofed  and  au<» 
thenticated  by  Mr.  Coxe,  vol.  i.  p.  369. 

■»•  See  A  Letter  and  Journal  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  of 
^uffia,  from  Derbent,  publiflied  by  Confett,  for  a  full  ac* 
(p^nt  of  his  projgrrefs  and  reception  at  this  ancient  city, 

dpni^q 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA,  5S? 

doDian  hero,  but  was  now  to  fee  the  more 
unprofitable  third  of  dominion  in  the  Ruffian 
Emperon     In  a  manifefto'^%  that  convenient 
but  too  often  deceitful  organ  of  defpotic  courts, 
he  afligned  two  reafons  for  this  expedition  to 
the  fouth,  his  firft  was  td  deliver  his  ally  the 
Shah  of  Perfia  (with  whom  he  had  formed  a 
oew  treaty  of  commerce  in  17 15)  from  his 
internal  enemies,  the  fecond^  to  punifii  thofe 
rebels  who  bad  prefumed  in  the  year  171 2,  to 
plunder  and  then  to  fpill  the  blood  of  his 
Ruffian  merchants  at  the  capture  of  the  Per- 
fian  town  Shamakee ;  but  a  third  and  more 
fatisfadory  reafon  might  have  been  added,  of 
wifhing  to  train  feme  of  the  wealthy  provinces 
of  his  ally  to  the  habits  of  Ruffian  fubmiffion« 
But  th9  Ottonian  court  watched  their  grow- 
ing hitimacy  with  a  jealous  eye ;  and  prepa- 
rations were  already  forming  by  this  power 
to  prevent  the  fettlement  of  fo  dangerous  a 
neighbour,  when   the  emperor,  with  a  wife, 
but  ungenerous  policy,  confented  to  figa  a 
treaty  which  divided  between  them  the  largefl 
part  of  that  kingdom,  whofe  monarch  he  had 
fo  folemnly  promifed  to  defend  againil  his 
foreign  and  domeflic  foes*     But  the  diflance 
gi  Ruffia  from  her  new  ravifhed  dominions, 
yr2LS  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  fpirit  of  re- 

't>  Tpokc,  vol.  II.  p.  100. 

volt* 
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volt.  After  lavifliing  much  money  and  more 
men  to  awe  the  contumacious,  the  fucceflbrs 
of  Peter  were  compelled  to  refign  all  thoughts 
of  ever  confidering  the  three  provinces**' 
which  Peter  had  obtained  in  this  divifion  of 
Perfia,  as  branches  of  the  imperial  trunk.  If 
ambition  would  but  condefcend  fometimes 
to  reckon  the  number  of  men  which  fhe  fo 
wantonly  facrifices  for  infecure  poffefBons, 
there  might  be  then  fome  probability  of  her 
defires  being  fixed  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation  by  prudence  and  confcience. 

It  is  a  trite,  though  juft  obfervation,  that 
a  good  or  evil  charadler  is  increafed  or  dimi- 
nifhed  by  comparifon*  In  this  light  we  may 
aflert  therefore,  that  fhe  whom  Peter  raifed 
from  miftrefs  to  the  rank  of  his  wife,  and 
then  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  empire, 
ftands  fairer  in  the  page  of  virtue  than  the 
equal  colleague  of  Juftinian,  the  celebrated 
Theodora.  Both  of  thefe  remarkable  wo- 
men poflefled  the  courage  of  thought  and  of 
adlion.  In  one  part  of  theit  hiftory  there 
is  a  very  ftriking  refemblance,  that  both 
could  equally  boaft  of  faving  the  throne  of 
their  hufbands  by  their  manly  counfels.  But 
the  love  of  one  was  unbounded ;  the  licen- 
tious pleafures  of  the  other  more  fdedl.     In 

•*■  Sec  Lcvefque,  tox«.  v.  p.  i  J^. 

the 
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the  beauty  and  wit  of  Theodora  lurked  cun* 
ning  and  revenge;  in  the  fmiles  and  vivacity 
of  Catharine,  might  be  read  an  open  franknefs 
of  heart'**.  From  an  innate  difpofition  to  vice 
the  fair  form  of  the  firft  was  proflituted  to 
fenfual  commerce,  the  force  of  nature  fub- 
dued  the  other.  The  (hades  of  virtue  are 
fometimes  fo  clofely  blended  as  almoil  to  be- 
come imperceptible,  yet  here  they  are  vifible 
and  eafy  to  be  marked  in  favour  of  the  Livo- 
nian  ;  and  though  the  delicacy  of  Peter  could 
not  flatter  himfelf  of  having  admitted  a  virgin 
to  his  royal  bed,  yet  it  could  at  lead  boaft  with 

*  »*  There  is  an  anecdote  of  Catharine  related  in  the  ad-  . 
vertifcment  to  Lord  W^hitworth's  account  of  R.uffia|  which 
ftrikmgly  difplays  the  eafy  freedom  and  gay  indifference  of 
her  charafler.  This  diplomatic  lord,  who  was  chofen  to 
terminate  the  quarrel  between  Anne  and  Peter  refpefting 
the  arrcft  of  his  ambafTador  M .  de  Matueof  in  the  public 
ftreet  by  two  bailiffs,  (at  the  fait  of  fome  tradefmen  to  whom 
he  was  in  debt,)  and  in  which  remarkable  affair  the  Qneen 
of  England  fo  glorioufly  evinced  her  firmnefs,  and  the  Ruf- 
fian monarch  his  moderation  in  fubraitting  to  the  de^ifiou 
of  an  Englifli  tribunal  (fee  the  details  of  this  curious  tranf-  < 
a£lion  in^Mottley,  vol.  ii.  p.  50.  &c.  &c.)  had  enjoyed,  in 
the  ampleft  feiife  of  the  word,  a  perfonal  intimacy  with  Qa- 
tharine,  when  flie  moved  in  a  Icfs  elevated  circle.  When 
he  had  compromifed  the  rupture  between  the  Court  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Emperor,  he  was  invited  to  a  ball  at  court| 
and  feledled  for  a  partner  by  the  Czarina.  As  they  began 
the  minuet,  fhe  fqueezed  him  by-  the  hand,  and  faid  hi  a 
whifper,  "  Have  you  forgot  iUtie  Kate  ^V  "  This  little  anec- 
dote," fays  the  noble  and  celebrated  Editor  of  the  Account 
pf  Ruffia,  Lord  Orford,  '*  I  was  told  by  the  laie  Sir  Luke 
Schaub,  who  had  it  from  his  Lordfhip  himfelf." 

con- 
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confidence  of  furpafling  Juftinian  in  purity  of 
choice. 

Her  coronation  was  the  laft  memorable 
hCt  performed  in  the  declining  days  of  Peten 
Wifely  averfe  to  fquandcr  away  fums  on 
thofe  magnificent  {hews,  which  neither  tended 
to  increafe^  nor  to  fuftain  the  public  honour 
and  dignity,  he  was  however  defirous  in  this 
inftance,  to  depart  from  his  fyftem  of  ceco- 
nomy,  to  (hew  the  greatnefs  of  bis  refped 
'7H-  for  the  Czarina,  The  fourth  of  May  was 
the  day  6xed  for  this  auguft  ceremony.  The 
habit  of  Catharine  was  fafhioned  by  the  rich 
and  fkilful  tafte  of  Paris ;  while  Peter,  whofe 
wardrobe  was  but  fcantily  furniflied,  ap^ 
peared  in  a  drefs  which  was  embroidered  by 
the  hands  of  the  Emprefs  herfelf'^':  the 
canopy,  the  throne,  and  decorations  of  the 
church,  difplayed  the  riches  of  the  empirci^ 
and  the  garments  of  the  noblemen  and  their 
conforts,  invited  to  the  feaft,  (hone  with  a 
profuiion  of  gold,  (ilver,  and  prectous  ftones. 
Peter  ordered  the  grand  marshal  of  the  court 
to  call  the  archbifhops  and  the  prelates, 
"  Our  manifefto  '**has  difdofed  to  you,"  faid 

the 

»♦'  His  figure  is  exhibited  in  this  fuIJ  drefs  in  the  Cabinet 
of  Sciences  of  St.  Peterfburg.  See  Storch's  Tableau  de  St, 
Petcriburg.  p.  339  j  and  Coxc,  vol,  iii.  p.  187. 

*♦♦  This  manifefto  may  merit  infcrtion  for  the  fiogularity 
of  its  ftyle  and  fubjed : 

^'  Maniftft 
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the  fovereign,  •*  our  intention  of  crowning 
our  beloved  fpoufe;  it  is  our  pieafure  and 

command 


•'  Maniftft  t;o  the  People  of  the  Spiritual,  Military,  Civil, 
and  of  all  other  Ranks,  our  faithful  Suhjeds  of  the 
whole  Ruffian  nation. 

**  We  Peter  the  ^irft.  Emperor  and  Sovereign  of  all 
Ruffia,  &c.  &c. 

**  Whkrbas  it  is  known  to  alU  that  in  all  Chrifttan  king* 
doms  it  is  the  coaftant  cuftom  of  potentates  to  crown  their 
wives,  and  not  only  in  thefe  times,  but  anciently  the  moft 
famous  Grecian  Emperors  frequently  did  this;  namely, the 
£mperor  Bafilivs  crowned  his  wife  Zenobia  ;  the  Emperor 
Juftinian,  Lypitia  ;  the  Emperor  Heraclius,  Martinia  |  the 
Emperor  Leo,  the  wife  Maria;  thefe  all  crowned  their 
wives  with  the  imperial  diadem,  and  others  did  the  fame, 
yvhich  we  tliink  it  ncedleis  on  this  occafion  to  inftaxice  it 
more  at  large. 

**  And  whereas  it  is  well  known,  during  a  war  of  twenty- 
one  years,  that  we  underwent  the  moft  hazardous  toils,  and 
even  expofed  our  perfon  to  the  perils  of  death  itfelf  for  our 
country's  good ;  that  by  God's  afHilance  we  have  put  an 
end  to  the  war ;  that  RufCa  never  before  had  feen  fo  ho- 
nourable and  advantageous  a  peace,  and  in  all  their  affairs 
never  had  fo  great. a  glory.  In  which  toils  above  writtea, 
our  beloved  CQpfort,  the  fbvereign  Catharina  was  a  gi^aC 
aid  and  fupport,  and  not  only  therein,  but  in  feveral  mili- 
tary expeditions)  without  regard  to  the  imbecility  and  ten- 
ckme^  of  her/ex,Tefolutely  of  her  own  accord,  was  pefent 
with  us,  and  gave  us  all  podible  affidance,  efpecially  in  the 
battle  with  the  Turks  at  the  Pruth  (where  our  army  was 
only  twenty  two  thoufand,  and  the  Turks  two  hundred 
and  feventy  thoufand}  ;  in  that  critical  jundure  (he  be* 
haved  hcrfelf  not  like  a  woman  but  a  man,  whereof  our 
whole  army  will  witncis,  and  can  tedify  to  our  whole 
empire. 

««  Where- 
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codimand  to  have  the  ceremony  performed 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  church.'*  After 
this  declaration,  with  a  dignity  fuitable  to 
the  folemnity  of  the  occafion,  he  himfelf 
placed  the  crown  on  the  head  of  Catharine^ 
while  fix  whole  weeks  were  devoted  to  re* 
joicings     . 

Thus  did  the  unknown  captive  of  Marien* 
burg,  of  mean  extraction,  %{  unhappy  in* 
fancy,  rank  with  the  firft  of  mankind,  and 
receive  honours  from  her  illuftrious  partner* 
of  which  there  is  no  precedent  in  the  hiftory 
of  Ruflia.  But  amidft  the  care,  jealoufy^ 
and  fufpicion  which  haunt  the  throne,  we 
may  vainly  feek  for  that  ftranger  happinefs« 
Catharine  had  now  reached  a  fummit,  which 
in  the  wildeft  dreams  of  ambition  ihe  Could 


"  Wherefore  by  virtue  of  the  power  we  haVe  from  Qod, 
to  honour  our^confort  for  thcfe  -her  labours,  with  a  corona* 
tion  and  crown,  which  God  willing  wc  purpoA;  to  cffcd  at 
•Mofcow  this  prcfent  winter  5  this  our  tbtelition  we  notify 
to  all  our  faithful  fubjcdts,  to  favour  whomy  we  of  our  im* 
peHal  grace  are  imwiutably  inclined* 
*«  Given  in  St.  Pcterfburg,  November  the  15th;  lya^* 
**  Signed  and  fubfcribed  with  his  Imperial  Majefty's 

own  hand,  L.  S.  PEtER. 

**  Printed  in  St.  Petersburg,  by  the  Senate,  November 
18,  I723> 

Extracted  from  Confctt ;  p.  441— 444* 
*♦*  See  a  full  account  of  this  coronation  in  Bruce,  p-  351- 
563  ;  and  in  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  151,  &c. ;  and  Mem.  de  Ca- 
tharine, p.  76— iio. 

noc 
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not  hope  to  have  attained,  y«t  forrpw.and 
vexation  prefled  heavily  on  her  heart*  The 
health  of  Peter  daily  altered,  ami  momfenefs 
and  feverity  were  the  conftant  attendants  ot 
his  old  age.  Some  languifti  in  the  gloom  of 
forrow  with  a  (ludied  filence;  others  of  a  iefs 
ftoic  nature,  feek  to  alleviate  their  pains  by 
unburthening  them  in  the  bofoni  o£  love  au(il 
friendfliip,  Catharine,  a  prey  to  grief  ia  the 
<nidft  of  all  heir  fplendour,  was  too  deeply  im- 
prelFed  with  the  .beauty  of  her  chamberlain 
I^ftoens,  This  bold  youth,  joined  tQ>  ill  the 
graces  of  a  fine  figure-  the  advantagj^  pf  fenfe 
and  refinement.  But  the  imprudence  of  the 
lovers  foon  revealed '  their  attachfnetiit  to  the 
fcrutinizing  curiofity  of  the  Couiat.Yagqzinr 
{ky,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Emperor, 
who  flew  with  malidbus  joy  to  impart  this 
difcovery  to  his  aftonlfhed  mafter.  -rjealoufy 
and  revenge  inftantly  found  admittance  into 
the  breaft  of  the  Czar,  but  fuch.  wis  the 
groflhefs  of  his  mind,  that  he  couW  nor  be 
fatisfied  without  being  made  a  fpe<3:Ator  of  his 
diflionour. 

The  moft  arrogant  of  men  can  fohietimcs 
ftoop  to  diffemble  when  they  wiQi  to  pu- 
nish. The  enraged  and  artful  monarch 
quitted  Peteriburg  under  pretence  of  feoaov*- 
ing  to  a  villa  for  a  few  days,  but  privately 
returned  to  his  winter  palace  in  the  capital. 

From 
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From  tlience  he  difpatclied  b,  page  upon  whofe 
diligence  and  fidelity  be  could  rely,  with  a 
complimentary  meflage  to  the  Emprefs,  to 
inform  her  of  his  arrival  at  Strelna,  a  few 
leagues  from  the  refidence.     The  return  of 
the  page,  who  was  commanded  to  obferve 
the  motions  of  the  Empreis  confirmed  the 
fufpicions  of  Peter.     With  all  the  fwiftnefs 
of  rage  he  flew  to  the  royal  chamber,  and 
furprifed  the  two  lovers  in  a  fituation  whidr-t 
perhaps  would  have  convinced  the  moft  ere-  / 
dulous  of  men,  that  the  Emprefs  had  yieldia 
to  the  impulfe  of  nature.     At  the  hour  of  two 
this  difcovery  was  made^    Madam  Balke,  the 
iifter  of  the  favourite  and  confident  of  their 
paflion^  had  been  pofted  at  the  entrance  of 
her    majefty^s  apartment   to  guard    againft 
untimely  intrufion..     The  Czar  in  his  firft 
tranfports  of  pafiion,  Rruck  Catharine  with 
his  cane,  and  threw  down  a  page  that  irn^ 
peded  his  way.     But   the    criminal   Moensy 
and  female  attendant,  were  paflCed  by  with 
a  look  which  threatened  a  more  exquifite  pu- 
nifhment. 

On  returning  from  this  fcene  of  irrepa- 
'rable  difgrace,  he  ran  abruptly  to  the  ad^ 
jacent  chamber  of  Prince  Repnin,  who  flarted 
from  his  bed,  much  alarmed  by  the  pre« 
fence  of  fo  unexpefted  a  vifiton  '*  Arife, 
and  hear  me,**  exclaimed  the  Emperor,  in  a 

voice 
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voice  almoft  ftifled  between  the  contending 
paffioDS  of  defpair  and  refentment.  The  prince 
immediately  obeyed  his  commands.  A  few 
words  explained  the  caufe  of  his  coming,  and 
the  Czar  concluded  his  ftory  by  afluring  the 
prince,  that  when  morning  appeared,  the 
head  of  the  Emprefs  fliould  pay  the  forfeit 
of  her  guilt. 

When  Repnin  had  recovered  his  furprife 
he  thus  endeavoured  to  infinuate  the  counfels 
of  moderation  and  prudence,  **  An  injury 
has  been  offered  to  your  Majefty,  and  the 
power  of  revenge  refts  in  your  hands.  But 
permit  me,  with  all  the  reverence  which  I 
owe  to  my  fovereign,  to  prefent  a  few  ob- 
jedlions  againft  his  defign.  Neceflity,  whofe 
dominion  is  abfolute,  compelled  you  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Strelitzes,  In  the  courfe  of  your 
reign  the  fcaffold  has  profufely  teemed  almoil 
every  year  with  the  blood  of  your  fubjefts. 
You  contidered  that  the  inflexible  voice  of 
public  duty  fealed  the  fate  of  your  fon.  '*•  But 
if  revenge  prompts  you  to  (Irike  oflT  the  head 
of  the  Empreft,  all  the  glories  of  your  name 

•**  **  Si  vous  faites  encore  conpcr  la  t6tc  a  votre  femme, 
rous  ternircz  pour  jamais  votre  nom  ct  votre  gloire  j  TEu- 
rope  vous  regardera  comme  un  Prince  feroce,  avide  du  fang 
de  vos  fujets  et  de  vos  proches."  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  572. 
^he  whole  of  Repnin's  fpeech  is  to  be  found  in  this  bif^ 
torian. 

Nn  in 


S46  HISTORY  OF  THiS, 

in  the  judgment  of  Europe  will  be  loft  ibr 
ever  in  the  ignominy  of  the  tyrant,  who 
thirfts  for  th^  blood  of  his  people  and  kindred. 
Let  her  paramour  feel  his  puniihment  in  the 
fentence  of  the  law.  But  as  to  (he  Emprefs,  it 
yrill  be  mod  advifeable  to  be  releafed  from  her 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  not  tamiih  your 
illuftrious  adions." 

During  this  difcourfe,  delivered  with  fuch 
fi  prudent  mixture  of  firmnefs  and  refpefl^ 
the  agitation  of  the  Emperor  was  manifeft ; 
and  after  fixing  his  eyes  attentively  on  the 
fpeaker  for  fome  moments,  h^  abruptly 
quitted  his  chamber.  The  fall  of  Moens^ 
and  the  punilhment  of  his  fifler,  were  already 
premeditated.  A  fpecial  order  was  ilTued  to 
confine  the  two  culprits  in  s^n  apartment  of 
the  winter  palace,  where  the  Czar,  to  indulge 
}kis  revenge,  fuffered  none  to  have  an  accefa 
tp  their  perfons,  condefcending  himfelf  to 
afTume  the  memal  office* of  their  gaoler.  A 
report  was  at  the  fame  time  circulated,  to 
throw  a  mift  over  the  vulgar:  eye,  that  the 
fnemies  of  the  country  had  bribed  the  brother 
and  (ifter  to  undertake  the  prepo(^erous  talk 
pf  perfuadingtheEmprefs  to  incline  the  min4 
of  Peter  againft  theinterefts  of  his  people. 

The  Emperor  himfelf  interrogated  his  fuc- 
cef^fiil    rival,  in    t^ie   ^refence  of   Genera^ 

XJfchakof. 
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Ufcbakof,  Without  attempting  any  defence^ 
he  calmly  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
corruption,  doubtlefs  happy  to  fcreen  the 
honour  of  his  Emprefs  from  pubKc  expofure,  . 
and,  in  juftice  to  his  memory  we  muft  add,  ex- 
piated his  crime  on  the  fcafibld  with  the  firm-* 
nefs  of  a  man.  The  offence  of  his  lefs  guilty  t 
filler,  was  punifhed  with  the  knoot  '*\  and  ex- 
ile into  Siberia ;  but  from  the  hard(hips  of  this 
boundlefs  prifon,  {he  was  releafed  by  the  affec- 
tion and  gratitude  of  Catharine  on  the  death 
of  the  inexorable  Peter  '**.  On  the  fame 
day  that  the  handfome  Moens  fell  a  facri- 
fice  to  his  ambitious  love,  Peter  conduiSed  1725- 
Catharine  in  an  open  carriage  under  the 
gallows  to  which  his  head  was  affixed.  The 
Emprefs  fufficiently  overmaftered  her  feel- 
ings, as  to  preferve  an  unaltered  countenance 
at  the  fight  of  an  obje£t  which  muft  have 
conjured  up  to  her  mind  a  th6ufand  tender 
remembrances ;  and  to  exclaim,  ^^  What  a 
pity  it  is  that  fuch  corruption  fhould  be  found 
among  courtiers  !'*     But  it  is  faid,  and  the 

'^'  If  the  reader  turns  to  a  note  in  the  third  Tolume  of 
Coze,  p.  1 10^  he  ¥rill  learn  the  exadt  dimenfions  and  weight 
of  a  knoot  in  that  gentleman's  poiTeffion^  and  feel  the  ua-    . 
tnanly  cruelty  of  Peter  in  supplying  it  to  the  tender  fboulders 
of  a  lady. . 

*♦■  Le  Clerc  affirms,  **  Depuis  cette  cpoque  jufqu*  a  fk 
mort,  Pierre  le  Grand  ne  parla  plus  a  Catharine  qu'en  pu* 
Wc,"  Tom.iii.  p.573. 

N  n  2  cha- 
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» 

^charader  of  Catharine  juftifies  the  report, 
that  on  returning  to  her  apartments  the  for- 
titude of  the  heroine  no  longer  remained,  and 
the  plenteous  tears  which  gufhed  from  her 
eyes,  revealed  all  the  loft  weaknefs  of  the 
woman  '^^ 

Among  the  various  feftivals  which  the  fu- 
perftition  of  Ruffia  celebrated  with  particulai? 
honour,  the  benedidtion  of  the  waters  may 
be  placed  in  the  clafs  of  the  mod  magnificent 
and  folemn.  On  this  important  day,  which 
comes  in  a  feafon  of  the  year  little  favourable 
to  thofc  who  are  afflidied  with  illnefs,  the 
priefts  approached  the  river  with  all  ima- 
ginable pomp,  broke  the  icCjblefled  the  water, 
and  baptifed  the  infants.     All  the  regiments 

■♦•  Chantreaut  vol.  ii.  p.  54— 56*  Mr.  Tooke^  vol.  \u 
p.  17a — 176.  relates  this  anecdote  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
quotes  as  his  evidence  the  Prince  Repnin.  If  their  reports 
of  this  nyfterious  a£Fair  be  correct,  her  condud  places  her 
on  a  nearer  level  with  Theodora,  >vhofe  refpe^  for  the  mar7 
riage-bed  was  however  more  the  effedt  of  intereft  and  fatiety, 
than  of  virtue  or  gratitude.  But  to  turn  the  fcales  of  chaf* 
V(7  in  Catharine's  favour*  or  at  leaft  to  give  them  a  morq 
doubtful  balance,  we  muft  obferve,  that  the  archbifhop 
Theophanes  (whofe  fituation  and  intimacy  with  his  fove- 
reign  enabled  him  to  become  aflrong  witnefs  on  this  bufinefs) 
ijpeaks  with  peculiar  pleafure  of  the  conftanty  of  her  con- 
jugal cohabitation  with  Peter,  and  of  the  greatnefs  of  that 
virtue  which  prefcrved  his  affedion.  See  Confett,  p.  285* 
and  p.  438.;  aflertions  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  hts 
manly  pen  never  would  have  made  for  the  advantage  of 
any  court  fadlion,  if  he  had  conceived  they  flood  m  dire<a 
oppofition  to  truth. 
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111  the  (Capital  were  drawn  up  in  fitent  order 
on  the  ice.  Guftom  prercribed  the  attend* 
ance  of  the  monarch  at  this  ancient  and  im- 
poiing  ceremony  "%  A  violent  cold  was  the 
confequence  of  Peter's  vifit,  who  already  la- 
boured under  a  difeafe,  the  fcourge  of  incon* 
tinence.  His  pains  were  increafed  by  a  fbver^ 
which  after  ten  days  acquired  fuch  a  fatal 
afcendancy  over  his  (Irength,  as  to  baffle  all 
the  efforts  of  medical  {kill.  He.  himfelf  felt 
that  the  hour  was  rapidly  approaching  when 
he  mud  bid  an  everlafling  farewell  to  that 
country  whofe  fame  and  profperity  was  the 
great  incentive  to  all  his  labours. 

His  diforder  at  lad  brought  on  fuch  incef- 
fant  pains '",  that  he  fuffered  thefe  difcon- 
folate  words  to  efcape  his  mouth ;  "  Behold 
in  me  how  far  man  may  be  entitled  to  the 
appellation  of  a  miferable  animal."  After  re- 
ceiving the  un£tion  which  the  church  ad* 
minifters  to  the  dying,  it  was  imagined 
that  the  following  night  would  have  releafed 
him  from  all  his  fufierings,  but  fuch  was  the 
vigour  of  his  conftitution,  that  be  ftruggled 

"°  For  a  full  account  of  this  cereinonyy  fee  Le  Brun» 
vol.  i.  p.  2^»  24>  25. ;  aad  Ls  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  ij$.  For 
the  prayers  and  ceremonies  ufed  on  this  occafion,  fee  Kmg 
on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  386. 

*''  Still  great  and  undaunted,  he  uttered  not  a  figh  nor 
complaint  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life.    Univerf.  Hift.  ^ 
voU  XXX7.  p.  537.     We  fancy  it  ^ould  be  a  difficult  talk  to 
difcover  a  good  authority  for  this  afFcrtion* 

Nn3  the 
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.  the  whole  day  againft  the  hand  of  death.  The 
laft  broken  words  which  he  uttered^  intimated 
bis  wifh  to  behold  the  princefs  Anne,  the 
Iflue  of  his  fecond  marriage,  to  whom  he  in- 
tended to  dilate  his  laft  commands.  When 
his  daughter  arrived  "**  he  was  fpcechlefs,  and 
his  left  fide  paralyfed ;  and  in  the  arms  of 
Catharine,  whofe  real  or  afie<3;ed  love  was 
exemplary  during  his  illnefs,  this  extraor- 
dinary man  expired  at  the  hour  of  four  in  the 
morning'",  in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  life, 
and  in  the  forty- third  of  a  moft  glorious  and 
fuccefsful  reign. 
^72  V  '**  The  body  of  Peter  was  carried  into  the 
great  hall  of  the  palace,  followed  by  all  the 
imperial  family,  the  fenate,  and  a  promifcuous 
crowd  of  people.  The  corpfe  of  their  fo- 
vereign,  adorned  in  the  vain  fymbols  of 
greatnefs,  was  then  depofited  in  the  ftate 
chamber,  to  which  all  had  free  accefs,  till 
the  day  of  his  interment,  to  kifs  that  hand 
which  had  been  fo  long  exerted  in  their 
defoAce.     It  has  been  maintained  by  fome 

■'*  Levefquey  torn.  v.  p*  1 31 —  1 34. 

"*  Sc€  in  Confett  a  brief  relation  of  the  death  of  Peter 
the  Great  by  Theophanes,  p.  263,  The  faftidious  delicacy 
of  the  £mperor  deprived  him  of  a  fure  and  fpeedy  relief. 
See  Anecdotes  Ori^nales  de  Pierre  le  Grand^  p.  274,  &c. ; 
Mem*  de  Catharine^  p.  i  x  i-«xi4. 

'^  Voltaire  Hift.  de  Ruffie,  p.  451.  See  aUb  the  order 
ofth«  funeral  m  Confttt,  p.  t6g. 

1 1  writers. 
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writers,  that  he  was  poifoned  by  his  wife 
and  fucceflbr  Catharine ;  but  the  filence 
of  her  moft  implacable  enemies  on  this  fub- 
jed,  for  her  greatnefs  did  not  preclude  their  ^ 
numbers,  affords  the  moft  decifive  proof  that 
ihe  did  not  mount  the  throne  by  an  a£b  which 
Would  have  imprinted  a  far  deeper  ftain  on 
the  honour  of  her  name  than  that  committed 
by  her  yielding  tendernefs '"• 

'"  The  following  pa/Tagc  of  an  intelligent  and  impartial 
traveller  may  ferve  to  atteft  the  fincerity  of  her  grief  for  -  * 
this  national  misfortune :  "  Pendant  Tefpace  d*environ  fix 
femalncs  que  Ton  corps  fat  cxpofe,  elle  ne  mauquoit  chaque 
jour  de  vifiter,  avec  fa  famille,  le  tomkeau  de  fon  epoux, 
elle  y  pleiiroit  abondamentc  an  fouvcnir  de  cc  qu'elle  lui 
devoit.*'  See  Voyage  de  Mofcovie  par  le  Sieur  Dffchiiaux 
Doclcur  en  Medicine;  h  Paris  1727  ;  p.  15. 
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A  rapid  View  of  the  Frogrefs  of  Ruffian  Improvi- 
ment  under  Peter  the  Great. 

W  E  have  now  caft  a  circumfpeft  look  on 
the  military  and  naval  atchievements  of  Peter^ 
and  before  our  attention  is  turned  to  the  de- 
tails of  his  private  life,  we  fhall  paufe  to  con- 
template his  political  inftitutions,  which  im* 
parted  profperity,  and  renown  to  his  empire. 
That  fovereigu,  who  can  voluntarily  abandon 
the  various  pleafures  which  the  fcenes  of 
luxury  and  peace  unfold,  in  order  to  diredt 
his  whole  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
his  people,  unqueftionably  merits  their  efteem 
and  gratitude :  but  he  whofe  creative  ge- 
nius can  marlhal  a  rude  nation  into  order, 
fcicnce,  and  refinement,  while  the  tempeft  of 
war  inceflantly  roars  Around  his  dominions, 
(and  fuch  a  glorious  charader  was  Peter,) 
will  and  deferves  to  outlive  the  former  in 
the  memory  and  admiration  of  his  fellow- 
creatures. 

The  government  of  the  Ruffians  in  all  its 
departments  had  hitherto  been  compofed  for 
tlic  indulgence  of  the  paflions  of  defpotifm. 

The 


REVOLUTIONS  Ot  RUSSIA.  55» 

■  The  Boyars,  to  whom  were  delegated  the 
civil    and  military  ad minift ration   of  affairs, 
and  the  oflScers  who   prefided  in  the  pro- 
vinces, inflided  corporeal  and  pecuniary  pu- 
nifliments,  and  were  armed  with  the  power 
of  life  and  death,  without  being  tefponfible 
to  any  fuperior  jurifdidion.     But  Peter  foon 
aboliflied  the  Boyar/koidvoi^  or  court  of  the 
Boyars,  who  left  to  their  Czar  only  the  flia- 
dow  of  power,  while  they  engroffed  its  fubr 
(lance.  For  no  law  could  be  pafTed  without  the 
confent   of  thefe   dangerous  and   refradlory 
minifters.  In  the  place  of  this  court  therefore 
Peter  appointed  an  obedient  fenate,  confifting 
of  nine  Boyars  \  and  at  the  fame  time  ten 
imperial  colleges,  each  of  which  performed 
their  refpedive  fundlions  without  any  inter- 
mixture of  interefts  or  perfons.     In  thefe  af- 
fembiies  the  wifdom  of  the  legifiature  had  de- 
creed, that  no  determination  could  be  given 
by  the  voice  of  an  individual,  but  that  the 
fentiments  of  the  members  fliould  be  delivered 
in  general  confultation,  and  the  queilion  re- 
jected or  ratified  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

'  To  render  the  courfe  of  juftice  more  Am- 
ple, wife,  and  impartial,  was  worthy  of  the 

'  TookCf  vol.ii.  p.  I20,  121. 

•  The  original  numbery  fee  Perry,  p.  44, 

'  Strahkabergt  p.  226.    Voluire,  p.  407. 

cha- 
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cbaradcr  of  Petcn  The  cleareft  evidence  to 
the  Czar  of  the  rapacious  and  infolent  op«- 
preflion  of  the  courts*  was  in  the  many  fevere 
mQjs  and  penalties  which  his  predeceiTors  had 
impofed  to  curb  fuch  a  dangerous  evil.  That 
the  true  fpirit  of  the  laws  might  no  longer  be 
perverted  by  the  didatea  of  private  intereft^ 
and  that  poverty  might  aflert  its  rights 
without  the  dread  of  expence,  Peter  pro- 
hibited the  judges,  under  pain  of  death,  from 
receiving  their  ufual  colie&ion  of  fees,  per- 
quilites,  and  prefents ;  and  as  a  recompence 
for  the  lofs  of  their  profits,  he  gave  them 
falaries  from  the  public  treafury  fuitable  to 
their  refpe£tive  dignities. 

In  the  room  of  thofe  proceedings  which 
were  fo  grofsly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  his 
fubjeds,  he  fubflituted  a  new  rule  of  practice, 
which  (hewed  him  worthy  of  (ludying  and 
adopting  the  inflitutions  of  more  enlightened 
nations.  It  was  his  defire,  that  in  the  de^ 
cifion  of  the  judge  none  ihould  dude  the 
efficacy  of  the  laws  from  intereft  or  prejudice; 
and  the  moft  remarkable  proof  of  his  wifliing 
to  preferve  the  feat  of  judgment  uncorrupted, 
may  be  obferved  in  his  treatment  of  his  fa« 
vourite  Mentchikoflf,  whofe  want  of  firmnels 
to  refift  the  temptations  of  avarice  was  pu- 
niihed  widi  the  lofs  of  his  valuable  dlates  in 

the 
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the  Ukraine,  and  with  a  fine  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  rubles  \ 

Peter  was  firft  content  to  improve  the  code 
of  laws,  digefted  under  the  reign  of  his  fa- 
ther; but  perceiving  how  greatly  this  old 
fyftem  was  accommodated  to  the  fpirit  and 
views  of  injuftice,  he  afpired  to  the  more 
difficult  and  original  defign  of  b(iilding  on 
its  bafis  a  new  fabric  of  jurifprudence,  the 
materials  of  which  (hould  be  gathered  from 
nations  the  mod  enlightened.  The  pro-^ 
grefs  of,  this  glorious  work  was  urged  with 
all  the  zeal  and  power  of  Peter,  but  it  flowly 
proceeded  in  the  hands  of  his  ailiftants,  who 
would  perhaps  have  been  more  agreeably  oc- 
cupied in  endeavouring  to  ftrengthen  than  to 
remove  the  land-marks  of  ancient  oppreffion : 
and  after  the  doubtful  labour  of  five  years^ 
they  at  length  declared  their  inability  to  ac- 
compliih  his  plan  of  founding  the  law  on  the 
principle  of  juftice,  unlefs  the  old  bafis  was 
entirely  remodelled.  The  difappointed  Em- 
peror, dill  anxious  that  his  people  fhould  not 
be  abufed  by  the  dark  ignorance  of  ancient 
ftatutes,  prefented  the  tardy  commiiioners 
with  copies  of  the  Danifli  code ',  which  he 

♦  See  a' note  m  tbe  fecond  volume  of  Tooke's  Hiftory  of 
Ruffia»  p.  iai»  122. 

*  Too]k»  vol.  ii.  p.  123. 
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inflruQed  them  to  adapt  to  a  form  and  meaa« 
ing  that  might  be  approved  by  political  juf^^ 
tice.  But  before  this  (hapelefs  mafs  could  be 
moulded  according  to  his  wifiies,  he  died,  and 
devolved  on  his  fucceffors  the  completion  of  a 
work,  which  had  been  fo  worthily  intended 
for  the  immediate  and  perpetual  benefit  of  his 
fubjeds. 

The  abufes  committed  in  the  colledlion  of 
revenues  had  long  been  heavily  felt  and  la- 
mented by  the  people,  and  now  more  than 
ever  required  the  healing  hand  of  reformation. 
By  an  intricate  fyftem  of  extortion,  com** 
menced  under  the  fecret  patronage  of  the 
great  Boyars,  whom  Peter  folely  employed  in 
the  management  of  his  revenues,  the  whole 
nation  was  reduced  to  a  mod  alarming  flate 
of  diftrefs.  The  price  of  providons  was  fo 
greatly  increafed  by  their  fatal  monopoly, 
that  thoufands  of  workmen  employed  at  St. 
Peterfburg  daily  periftied,  from  the  want  of 
the  neceffary  fupports  of  life  j  while  the  cof- 
fers of  the  Czar  were  fo  exhaufted  by  their 
fraudulent  pradices,  as  not  to  be  able  to  de- 
fray the  current  expences  of  the  army,  much 
lefs  to  be  provided  with  a  fum  of  money  for 
any  unforefeen  exigency  of  the  ftate.  His 
too  frequent  abfence  from  his  dominions  did 
not  permit  him  to  difcern  thefe  evils  until 
they  had  attained  a  mod  dangerous  height^ 

and. 
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and^  when  beheUl,  the  remedy  was  a  long 
time  delayed  by  his  vain  alTurance  of  their 
integrity  who  fuperintended  thefe  concerns. 
The  villains,  to  purfue  whofe  fchemes  into  a 
minute  detail  would  be  foreign  to  our  defign^ 
were  lefs  expofed  to  dete£tion  from  their  fa- 
miliar accefs  to  the  perfon  of  the  monarch* 
*At  laft  the  courage  of  an  individual,  fuperior 
to  the  dread  of  their  refentmcnt,  laid  open 
their  manoeuvres  by  which  the  Czar  and  his 
fubjeds  were  equally  defpoiled.  To  prevent 
the  repetition  x)f  thefe  diforders,  Peter  cfta- 
bliQied  a  chamber  of  juftice,  to  which  he  de* 
legated  the  power  of  trying  and  punifliing 
thefe  depredators  of  the  public*  After  this 
difcovery,  a  new  fyftem  of  finance  was 
fketched  out  by  the  mafterly  and  decifive 
hand  of  the  Czar  which  effedually  repaired 
the  injuries  of  the  old. 

'  The  imports,  after  the  Tatar  falhion,  had 
been  formerly  raifed  on  the  houfes :  but,  as 
the  fovereign  derived  a  very  trifling  income 
from  this  mode  of  afleffment^  the  fuperior 
policy  of  Peter  obtained  a  more  ample  fliarc 
of  his  fubjedts*  wealth  from  the  eftabliihment 
of  a  poll-tax. 

^  for  the  origin^  growth,  and  termination  of  thefe  extor* 
fion$>  fee  Mem.  du  Minift*  etrangeret  p.  75J.  76, 77* 
?  Levefquey  torn.  v.  p.  91. 

The 
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Peter  bad  too  deep  and  dear  an  infight 
into  tbe  principles  of  govemmenti  not  to 
know  that  tbe  fovereign  who  is  defirous 
of  making,  preferving,  or  extending  his  con- 
quefts,  muft  encourage  the  military  fpirit  by 
all  the  arts  of  difcipline,  emulation,  and  re^ 
ward.  In  the  reformation  of  his  army,  the 
hiftorian  may  be  allowed  equally  to  com* 
mend  the  fkill  of  the  general,  the  liberality 
of  the  fovereign,  and  the  feeling  of  tbe 
man.  Before  the  reign  of  Peter,  the  laurel  of 
vidory  was  generally  fnatched  by  fierce  and 
diforderly  attacks.  It  was  referved  for  his 
fuperior  genius  to  difclofe  to  the  Ruilians  the 
whole  fcience  of  war,  to  (hew  them  how  to 
form  a  variety  of  evolutions  with  eateand 
rapidity,  to  rally  and  retire  without  confu- 
lion,  to  dread,  like  the  ancient  Romans,  their 
commanders  more  than  their  enemies,  and  to 
conftrud,  beiiege,  or  defend  regular  batteries^ 
entrenchments  and  fortifications*.  While» 
to  render  their  impetuous  paflions  tradable 
to  thefe  difciplined  evolutions,  which  make 
die  ilTue  of  battles  lefs  bloody,  and  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  the  fondeft  attachment  for 
their  profeflion,  he  ^  permitted  the  officers  of 

■  Strahlenbergy  p.  234,  235.     Hiftory  of  Pctcrlbnj^,  by 
a  Britifh  officer,  p.  3.     Perx7,  p.  277,  278. 
•  Lcvefque,  torn.  v.  p.  93. 
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companies  to  aflume  the  privileges  of  perfonal 
nobility,  while  he  diflinguiflied  thofe  who  had 
attained  the  rank  of  ftaff^oificer,  with  a  per- 
petual title  of  honour. 

All  who  were  engaged  in  the  fervice 
of  the  court  might  thus  afpire,  without 
prefumption,  to  the  rank  and  title  of  nobi- 
lity ;  and  while  the  civil  and  military  cha* 
rader  was  united  in  Rufiia,  the  private  fol^ 
difer  from  the  clafs  of  peafants,  was  therefore  * 
fandioned,  by  frequent  examples,  to  encourage 
the  plcafmg  hope  that  he  and  his  children,  by 
their  behaviour,  might  one  day  be  aflbciated 
to  honours  which  would  be  enjoyed  by  their 
lateft  pofterity  ;  and  fmall  muft  be  their  num- 
ber who  can  venture  to  doubt  that  the  anti- 
cipation of  thefe  rewards  did  not  heightea  . 
their  ardour  and  firmnefs  in  the  heat  of  ac- 
tion, and  give  them  frefh  vigour  to  fuftaia 
the  various  hardihips  of  their  campaigns. 
Nor  fiiall  we  incur  the  reproach  of  partiality  to 
Peter's  plans  for  affcrting,  that  no  inftitutioa 
could  be  better  adapted  to  rekindle  that  fpirit  of 
national  emulation  and  honour,  which  had  en* 
tirely  evaporated  under  the  long  rrign  of  ig«- 
iiorance  ?md  oppreffion. 

Thefe  improvements  in  the  army  confi*- 
derably  tended  to  humanize  the  manners  of 
the  foldiery^  and  to  abate  that  tendency  to 
t)rutal  9ruelty  which  they  delighted  to  difplay 

pvcr 
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over  thofe  whom  they  had  vanquifhed.  That 
this  charader  of  barbarous  ferocity  was  not 
undefervedly  attributed  to  the  Ruffians  by  the 
prejudice  of  other  nations,  may  be  fufficieotly 
eftablilhed  by  one  ftriking  example.  When 
Peter,  by  his  indefatigable  zeal  and  ikilful 
meafures,  had  reduced  the  people  of  Narva 
beneath  the  Ruffian  yoke,  his  foldiers  antici- 
pated the  indulgence  of  a  general  pillage  and 
maflacre.  But  they  were  difappointed  by  the 
clemency  and  firranefs  of  the  Czan  Followed 
by  his  generals,  he  galloped  through  the 
ftreets  with  his  fword  drawn  to  prevent  the 
impending  deftrudion.  Two  foldiers,  more 
audacious  than  the  reft,  prefumed  to  difregard 
his  orders  for  fparing  the  inhabitants,  and  their 
property,  and  his  fword  inftantly  punifhed 
their  difobedience  by  flretching  them  dead 
at  his  feet.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  hotel 
de  ville,  where  the  magiftrates  and  citizens 
had  aflembled  half  dead  with  their  fears* 
Throwing  his  blopd-ftained  fword  on  the 
table,  he  pronounced  thefe  words  of  peace 
and  fafety :  **  Behold  the  weapon  which  has 
ihed  the  blood  of  my  foldiers,  to  preferve 
your  lives  **.'* 

■**  Lacombe,  p.  206.  Voltaire*»  Hift.  de  Ruflie^  p.  193. 
Mem.  de  Minift.  ctrangere  p.  133.  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande» 
p.  136.  With  fome  flight  variationSf  thisanfwer  is  alfo  re- 
lated in  Anecd.  de  Origin,  de  Pierre  le  Qrand;^  p.  3^* 
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When  Peter  afcended  the  throne  of  his 
anceftors,  the  Ruilians  were  inferior  to  all 
other  nations  in  naval  ta&ics.  A  prince  of 
his  enlarged  and  fpeculative  turn  of  mind, 
however  accident  may  have  concurred  to 
forward  his  difcoveries,  could  not  be  long  ig« 
norant  that  commerce  muft  be  ftrangled  at 
her  birth  without  the  protedion  of  a  ma- 
ritime power.  The  firft  fruits  of  his  plans 
to  aggrandize  his  empire  were  therefore  via- 
ble in  the  formation  of  an  admiralty  and 
navy,  which  was  accomplilhed  with  all  that 
expedition  which  flows  from  the  united 
energy  of  numbers,  riches,  and  defpotifm; 
while  St.  Peterfburg,  which  arofe  from  a  vaft 
morafs  at  his  commands,  foon  became  the  r&- 
fidence  of  foreigners,  who  introduced  among 
his  fubje£ts  various  branches  of  trade  which 
before  were  unknown  to  tbem ;  and  the  fmall 
ifland  of  Gronftadt,  which  protects  the  face  of 
the  city,  was  transformed  by  the  mandate  of 
the  fovereign,  and  the  perfeverance  of  the  peo- 
ple, into  an  impregnable  fortrefs,  under  which 
ihips  of  the  largeft  (ize  might  ride  with  fafety 
againft  the  attacks  of  a  hoftile  navy.  The  (hort 
fpace  of  a  month  may  convert  the  heavy  awk- 
ward nefs  of  the  recruit  into  the  adive  grace- 
fulnefs.  of  the  foldier ;  but  many  years  muft 
be  paflfed  by  the  failor  in  the  fchool  of  ex- 
perience, before  he  can  be  called  an  adept  in 
O  o  his 
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his  adventurous  fervice.  That  he  might  In- 
creafe  the  gain  and  glory  of  his  nation  with* 
out  the  aiTiftance  of  foreigners,  he  inftituted  a 
fchooi  of  marine  at  St.  Peterlburg,  fince  re- 
moved to  Cronftadt,  and  which  was  entirely 
filled  with  noble  youths  drawn  from  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  vaft  empire,  who  were  in- 
ftruded  in  navigation,  European  languages^ 
and  in  all  exercifes  of  the  body,  by  mafters  of 
great  fkill  and  knowledge  in  their  different 
profeflions  ". 

Among  the  various  reformations  effected 
by  the  enlightened  mind  of  Peter,  none  ferve 
more  ftrongly  to  difplay  his  irrefiRible  power 
and  confummate  wifdom,  than  his  attack  and 
demolition  of  the  principal  fortreffes  which 
fheltcreJ  the  ambition,  ignorance,  idlenefs, 
and  avarice,  of  the  church.  When  the  pa- 
triarch Adrian  expired,  it  was  the  firm  deter- 
mination of  the  Emperor  to  aboiKh  that 
dangerous  and  hateful  office  '\  which  under 
afpiring  prelates  has  frequently  expofed  the 
power  of  the  ruler  of  Ruffia  to  the  mortifi- 
cation  of  a  competitor.     But  prudence  re- 

"  Mem.  de  rEmpirc  Ruffien,  p.  261,  261. 

"  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  117.  Perry,  p.  207.'  Thofe  poli- 
ticrans  who  roaincain  that  the  diftance  between  the  fubjed 
and  monarch  (houlJ  be  great  in  the  eyes  of  the  multitude, 
may  not  be  inclined  to  think  it  was  judicioofly  prefer ved  to 
the  advantage  of  the  latter,  when  the  Czar  on  foot  led  the 
afs  or  the  horfe  which  the  patriarch  rode  on  the  proceflion 
of  P;Jm  Sunday.     See  Carliile's  £mba{EeS|  p.  298.    . 

quired 


kEVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  56^ 

quired  him  gradually  to  unfold  a  defign,  and 
to  pronounce  a  decree  fo  repugnant  to  the 
inftitutlons  and  prejudices  of  the  fuperftitious 
Ruffians.  Fearful  of  avowing  his  fentiments 
until  time  had  weakened  the  aSedion  and 
reverence  of  the  people  to  this  firft  of  fpi- 
ritual  dignities,  he  affcfted  to  afcribe  the 
vacancy  of  the  patriarchal  chair  to  his  warlike 
concerns  with  Sweden  ",  which  prevented  his 
attention  xo  an  affair  of  fuch  folemn  import^- 
ance,  and  therefore  demanding  fuch  deep  con- 
fideratjon.  At  the  fame  time  h*e  artfully 
nocainated  Stephen  Tawortiky,  metropolitan 
of  Rezan,  a  man  of  learning  and  a  foreigner, 
to  the  adminiilration  of  the  patriarchal  func- 
tions with  the  title  of  exarch  or  vicegerent  of 
the  patriarchal  fee,  whofe  authority  however 
only  interpofed  in  trivial  concerns*,  while  all 
tranfadions  of  a  fuperior  nature  were  fcruti- 
nized  by  the  fovereign,  or  by  a  general  affem- 
bly  of  bifliops  '*.  By  this  fpecious  proceedings 
he  had  already  virtually  reduced  the  power 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  chief  to  an  empty  name ; 
and  after  twenty  years  of  diffimulation,  which 
muft  have  been  extremely  painful  to  his 
temper,  he  ventured  boldly  to  declare  that 
the  office  of  patriarch  fhould  never  be  again 

'^  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  301.  torn,  v.  p.  94,  95.    Vita  di 
Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  100. 
*♦  Kbg,440- 
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aflumed  in  his  dominions.  With  a  wifdom 
guided  by  experience,  he  enjoined  all  fubjeds 
relative  to  religion  to  be  placed  under  the 
jurifdidion  of  a  tribunal,  on  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  confer  the  flattering  though  ambi- 
guous title  of  the  Holy  Legiflative  Synod. 

Satisfied  with  real  authority,  Peter  never 
courted  the  vain  titles  of  greatnefs.  He 
therefore  fcorned  to  proclaim  himfelf  the 
iead  of  the  church  **,  while  the  members  of 
this  new  college  fo  unequivocally  ratified  his 
power  by  their  oaths  and  adions.  In  this 
manner  did  the  church  refign  her  indepen^ 
dent  jurifdidion.  ^^  I  fwear  to  be  a  faithful 
and  obedient  fervant  and  fubjed  to  my  true 
and  natural  fovereign,  to  his  auguft  fucceflbrs, 
which  he  may  choofe  to  name  in  virtue  of 
his  inconteftible  authority.  I  acknowledge 
that  he  is  the  fuprcme  judge  of  the  fpiritual 
college.  I  fwear  by  the  all-feeing  God,  that 
I  underfland  and  explain  thefe  oaths  ac« 
cording  to  their  ftrid  and  literal  interpreta* 
tion    • 

"^  Once  however  we  are  told,  that  the  Czar's  paflioa  oa 
being  rupplicated  by  the  fynod  for  a  patriarch,  fo  far  pro- 
ybked  hiiti  to  reveal  his  power  as  to  fay,  linking  his  breaft, 
"  Hert  it  your  fairiarcL".  But  the  hafty  exprcifion  of  the 
moment,  cannot  be  conftrned  into  a  formal  declaration  of 
the  throne.   See  A  need.  Origin,  de  Pierre  Ic  Grand»  p*  li4- 

*•  Voltaire's  Hift.  dc  Ruflia,  p.  157, 158. 

The 
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The  facred  functions  of  this  body  were 
firft  exfercifed  by  twelves  members,  one  pre- 
fident,  two  vice-prefidents,  four  counfellors, 
and  four  affeflbrs.  The  twelfth  was  charged 
with  the  care  of  ecclefiaftical  affairs  at  Mof^ 
cow,  in  a  particular  office  under  the  name  of 
the  fynodical  chancery,  which  depeuded  on 
the  fynod  *'.  But  there  is  a  wide  difierence 
to  be  made  between  the  magnitude  of  their 
diftindions  and  prerogatives,  and  thofe  en<^ 
joyed  by  the  late  patriarch.  Their  feat  in  the 
council  was  abdicatedt  their  name  in  the  a&s 
of  fovereignty  omitted,  the  bulk  of  their 
revenues  fequeftered  for  royal  purpofes,  and 
the  feal  of  their  fubjedion  may  be  faid  to  be 
fixed  in  the  Czar*s  refufal  for  them  to  de- 
cide any  queftion  without  its  firfl;  being  fub« 
mitted  to  his  approbation ;  while  a  political 
equality  being  eftabliflied  between  the  dig^ 
nity  of  all  the  prelates,  and  the  fmall  au- 
thority which  they  retained  being  entirely 
broken  on  their  expulfion  or  retreat  from  the 
tribunal,  a  frigid  indifference  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  infenfibly  fucceeded  to  that  great 
awe  with  whiph  they  had  hitherto  contem- 
plated their  perfons. 

The  fovereign  whofe  vigour  of  mind  can 
fhake  off  the  flavery  of  prejudice,  and  lefTen 

■^  King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  442,  4^)3* 
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the  ftrength  of  that  odious  fuperftition^ 
which  fo  often  impelled  the  fruitful  virgin  to 
renounce  the  laws  of  nature,  the  fedate  ma- 
tron her  domeflic  duties,  and  the  robuft  youth 
his  fervices  to  his  country  in  the  deadnefs  of 
religious  fanduaries,  muft  at  lead  be  allowed 
the  praife  of  accomplifliing  a  work  of  tem- 
poral if  not  of  fpiritual  benefit  to  his  deluded 
fubjeds.  It  was  equally  the  aim  of  Peter 
in  his  ecclefiaflic  reformations,  to  difpel  the 
dark  cloud  of  idlenefs,  as  well  as  of  ignorance, 
which  hung  over  the  numerous  monafteries 
of  Ruffia,  He  therefore  commanded,  that 
all  thofe  monks,  who  did  not  feek  thefe  vaft 
fepulchres  of  the  living  from  the  love  of 
fludy,  and  from  the  Slopes  of  becoming  bi- 
fhops  *',  (their  general  reward,  as  in  Ruffia, 
the  offices  of  fuperior  clergy  are  filled  only 
by  the  regulars,)  but  for  the  more  fafe  indul- 
gence of  their  floth,  fhould  devote  their  va- 
cant hours  to  the  exercife  of  fome  manual 
labour,  or  ufeful  trade,  and  to  a  ftridl  attend- 
ance on  the  infirm  of  every  clafs,  who  were 
diftributed  among  the  monafteries.  Nor  did 
the  fecret  relaxations  of  difcipHne,  praAifed 
by  the  female  exiles  of  fociety,  efcape  his  re- 
forming notice.     The  nuns  were  no  longer 

'*  For  a  full  account  of  the  ccclefiaftical  improvements  of 
Peter,  fee  King  on  the  Gre^k  Church,  p«4*7 — ^477.  and 
Confc tt ,  p.  1 2  9—  1 84. 

fuffered, 
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fafiered,  by  the  inflexible  Emperor '',  to  dif-* 
regard  the  public  welfare,  whea  they  afluoied 
their  facred  character,  but  were  ordered  to 
fuperintend  the  education  of  orphans  and  poor 
» girls,  and  to  fupport  with  a  cheerful  hand, 
the  aged,  the  lame,  the  fick,  and  diftrefled  of 
their  own  fex, 

Uncontaminated  by  that  falfe  and  fervile 
piety,  which  fo  debafed  the  hearts,  and  weak- 
ened the  faculties  of  his  people,  he  foftened 
the  rigid  obfervance  of  their  numerous  fade, 
particularly  of  the  four  great  Lents  *%  an  an- 
cient impofition  of  the  Greek  church,  and  as 
prejudicial  to  the  labourers,  and  to  foldiers, 
as  that  ancient  law  of  the  Jews,  which  made 
it  unlawful  for  them  to  fhed  the  blood  of 
their  enemies  on  the  fabbath  ",  even  if  their 
patient  dodrine  ihould  endanger  the  Uvea  and 
independence  of  their  whole  nation.  He  alfo 
difpenfed  with  the  abftinence  of  fiih  days ;  the 
almoners  of  the  fhips  and  regiments  were 
commanded  to  ihew  the  firfl  example  of 
obedience  to  his  orders ;  and  we  believe  it 

'9  In  this  Airvey  of  Peter's  improvements  and  in  the  de- 
tails of  his  private  life,  I  indifferently  ufe  the  names  of  Czar 
or  Emperor, 

*^  See  Le  Chevalier  Goudar*  p.  no.  They  ftill  however 
outftrip  in  number  thofe  which  are  obfcrved  by  the  weaknefe 
or  piety  of  the  apoftolic  fee.  Vide  Bufching's  Geogr,  torn.  !• 
part  2.  Introd.  a  I'Empire  RulTe. 

*'  See  Flav.  Jofephus  de  Belio  Judaico.  Baf.  1546)  Hb.ivt 
c;ip.  iv  • 
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was  gtven  without  the  fmallefl;  fymptoms  of 
^^reludlance.  His  foldiers  were  not  permitted 
to  retire  to  a  convent  without  an  expreis  or- 
der from  himfelf  or  his  Synod.  Nor  after 
his  divorce  was  the  hufband  licenfed  by  his ' 
wife  regulations^  to  bury  himfelf  in  that 
abode  of  fuperftition^  unlefs  his  wife  was 
a  voluntary  profelyte  to  the  monaftic  pro- 
feflion,  and  no  children  remained  to  lament 
their  infatuation.  Whoeves  was  employed 
in  the  public  fervice,  muft  obtain  a  fpecial 
permiflion  before  the  gates  of  the  monaftery 
could  be  thrown  open  for  his  feclufion. 
The  nuns  were  not  fuffered  to  converfe 
with  ftrangers  except  in  their  monafteries. 
Like  the  deaconcffes  of  the  primitive  churchy 
they  did  not  receive  the  tonfure  until  fifty 
or  fixty.  But  before  this  laft  ceremony 
was  performed,  which  for  ever  excluded  them 
from  all  focial  intercourfe  with  their  fellow- 
creatures,  if  the  voice  of  nature  urged  them 
to  affume  the  more  fuitable  charafter  of 
wives,  they  were  not  only  allowed  by  the  Czar 
to  liften,  but  exhorted  to  obey  her  unerring 
-  fummons.  "  An  admirable  regulation/*  ex- 
claims the  philofophic  Voltaire,  "  in  a  coun* 
try  where  population  is  far  more  ncccflary 
than  monafteries." 

»•  Voltaire's  Hift.  de  RuiBc,  p.  159,  160. 

It 
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It  was  a  wife*  maxim  of  ancient  jurifpm- 
dence  that  all  whom  the  ftate  proteded, 
Ihould  contribute  according  to  their  refpediive 
abilities  to  its  benefit.  Peter  feems  not  to 
have  been  infenfible  to  the  juftice  of  this 
policy,  when  he  ordered  thofe  unhappy  fe^* 
males,  who,  in  the  darkneia  of  ignorance 
and  credulity  of  fuperftition,  had  devoted 
themfelves  to  a  perpetual,  vow  of  chaftity, 
(when  the  Almighty  intended  them  to  have 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  mothersy)  to  render 
themfelves  ufeful  to  the  public  by  fome  em- 
ployment^' adapted  to  their  fex.  The  name 
of  the  Emprefs  Catharine  may  be  here  intro* 
duced  as  carrying  this  beneficial  command 
into  execution.  By  a  liberal  maintenance, 
fhe  coUeded  a  fufficient  number  of  work- 
women from  Holland  and  Brabant.  Thefe 
artificers  were  diftributed  by  the  Emprefs  in 
the  feveral  monafteries,  and  their  pupils  Toon 
acquired  fuch  ikill  in  many  of  the  ufeful  arts 
of  life,  that  their  produdlions  frequently  con- 
tributed to  ornament  the  perfon  of  Catharine 
and  the  ladies  of  her  court. 

The  intolerant  orthodoxy  of  his  prcdecef- 
fors  had  always  made  them  the  perfecutors  of 
thofe  who  did  not  join  in  the  worfliip  of  the 
Greek  church.     Ignorant  that  fuch  opprelfion 

*'  King,  p.  458.    Voltaire's  Hill,  de  RuiSc,  p.  414. 
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only  more  widely  feparated  them  from  thofc 
nations,  whdfe  inftitutions,  arts,  fciences,  and 
policy,  they  wiflied  to  ftudy  and  adopt.  The 
xnope  piercing  eye  of  Peter  had  difcerned,that 
to  difarm  the  prejudices  of  his  people,  and  to 
eivilize  their  manners,  he  muft  introduce  into 
his  empire  the  mild  laws  of  toleration  \  He 
not  only  therefore  ereded  the  ftandard  of  re- 
ligious freedom  in  his  dominions,  but  even 
fufiered  to  the  great  offence  of  the  clergy, 
his  fubjeds,  of  both  fexes,  to  mingle  their 
blood  with  heretical  blood,  in  marriage. 
And  this  generous  policy  was  in  the  end,  re- 
warded by  a  numerous  increafe  of  enlightened 

^  His  averfion  and  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  origunated 
from  political  fafety,  and  therefore  cannot  be  recited  to  re- 
fute the  truth  of  our  affertion.  See  Bruce's  Mem.  p.  2oo. 
But  the  impartiality  of  hiftory  muft  obferve  that  the  Rafcof- 
mcks  or  SepsiratiAs  who  adhere  to  the  old  fafliion  of  culti« 
Tating  the  growth  of  their  beards,  were  for  a  long  time  per- 
iecuted  and  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  this  honourable  edidtl 
But  the  dagger  which  one  of  them  attempted  to  plunge  in 
his  bread t  may  form  perhaps  a  fatisfa^ry  apology  for  his 
rigour  and  animofity.  Their  misfortunes  however  at  laft 
excited  his  compaffion-  The  fame  indulgence  was  granted 
to  the  ezercife  of  their  religious  faith,  on  the  equitable  con- 
dition, that  they  fhould  never  employ  th^ir  time  in  the  ac« 
quifition  of  profelytes.  And  Feter  had  no  occafion  to  repent 
his  generofity  ;  for  their  blind  and  abjcft  fuperftitionf  never 
impeached  their  honefty,  their  induftry,  and  obedience  to 
the  government.  For  the  intended  aflaflination  of  Peter  by 
one  of  thcfe  Separatifts^fee  Anec.  Orig.  de  Pierre  le  Grand, 
p.  1 16,  Sec,  For  their  calamities,  peaceable  condu^^  and  in- 
tegrity of  dealing,  Mem.  dcl*Empire  Rufficn,  p.  1-12. 
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REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  571 

ftrangers.  Regulations  tike  thefe  which  bore 
fuch  evident  marks  of  good  fenfe,  and  there* 
fore  fo  obnoxious  to  the  malignant  fpirit  of 
fanaticifm,  gave  a  new  wound  to  the  already 
broken  ftrength  of  the  church.  Rallying 
however,  once  more  round  the  throne  of  fu« 
perdition,  they  armed  themfelves  with  the 
texts  of  the  bible,  and  boldly  hurled  againft 
him  the  dread  name  oi  Antichrtji. 

But  the  Emperor  was  too  deeply  verfed  in 
the  human  charader  not  to  be  fenfible  that 
the  dignity  of  the  fovereign  is  weakened  when 
he  defcends  into  a  peevifh  and  angry  difpu- 
tant  with  a  fadion  ;  more  wifely  therefore  he 
anfwered  their  fcriptural  quotations  by  a 
command  for  the  bible  to  be  tranflated  and 
prkited  into  the  Slavonic  language.  The 
progrcfs  of  this  holy  labour  was  yet  fo 
much  impeded  by  the  clergy,  that  he  only 
lived  to  have  the  fatisfadion  of  perufing  the 
New  Teftament  ^'  in  a  language  that  his  peo- 
ple might  underftand  what  they  were  taught 
to  believe.  From  the  crowd  however  of  re- 
ligious aflailants,  who,  inflamed  by  the  united 
xeal  of  fuperftition  and  revenge,  ftudioully 
laboured  to  pull  down  the  glorious  fabric  of 
reformation  erecting  by  their  fage  monarch, 

**  Tooke,  vol  ii.  p.  133,  134.  Mottlcy  relates  that  the 
Bible  was  printed  at  Amiierdam ;  but  Confett  corredts  this 
O^iftake  in  his  preface. 

we 
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we  mtifl:  diftinguifli  the  name  of  Theopbanes** 
the  learned  archbifhop  of  Novgorod,  whofe 
monkUh  prejudices  being  wa(hed  away  in  the 
ftreams  of  foreign  aflbciation,  and  mind  liber* 
alized  by  ftudy  and  experience,  was  proud 
to  be  the  afliftant  of  his  prince,  in  fcattering 
the  feeds  of  knowledge  over  his  barren  land* 
Againfl:  the  loud  din  of  faction  and  hatred 
the  plans  of  Peter,  by  this  prelate's  great  exer- 
tions, imperceptibly  fucceeded.  Stripped  of 
the  moft  ample  portion  of  their  riches  by  the 
irrefiftible  demand  of  public  neceflity,  com*-* 
pelled  to  labour  for  their  maintenance,  famir 
liarly  contemplated  by  the  multitude,  the  vo** 
taries  of  fuperftition  gradually  difappeared^ 
while  the  principles  of  humanity  and  reafoa 
were  introduced,  which  taught  them  to  Im-* 
bibe  a  more  genuine  fpirit  of  chriftianity*  - 

The  commercial  fpirit  of  the  Ruffians,  and 
the  many  and  great  advantages  which  his  ex« 
tenfive  territories  prefented  both  for  foreign 
and  domeftic  trade,  were  powerful  incentives 
to  Peter  to  promote  a  regular  intercourfe 
with  diftant  nations.  And  perhaps  it  would 
be  no  deviation  from  the  ftria  line  of  truth 
to  declare,  that  the  revolution  in  com-* 
merce,   effeded    by   the   force    and  enthu* 

*^  His  chara^cFy  aad  laboarS|  are  to  be  feen  in  King« 

fiafm 
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fiafm  of  his  get^ius,  might  be  almoft  paral- 
leled with  that  revolution)  produced  by  the 
rapid  fuccefs  of  his  arms.  Under  the  adive 
reign  of  his  father  Alexis,  Aftrakan  had  be- 
come the  centre  of  the  Perfian  trade ;  to  which 
place  merchants  from  Bucharia,  Grim  Tatary, 
Armenia,  Perfia,  and  even  India  reforted  *\ 

But  the  rebellion**  of  the  famous  rebel 
Stenka  Razin,  utterly  deftroyed  this  important 
and  profitable  branch  of  foreign  trade ;  while 
his  intercourfe  with  China  was  interrupted  by 
the  unwife  obftinacy  of  national  pride.  The 
greater  refources  of  Peter  by  land  and  by  fea, 
foon  removed  all  impediments  to  the  proiecu- 
tion  of  a  beneficial  trade  over  the  Cafptan  Sea« 
Nor  was  he  infenfible  to  the  lading  and  in« 
eftimable  benefit  which  might  accrue  to  his 
country  from  renewing  its  coAneftion  with 
China.  Thefe  two  mighty  empires  mutually 
poflclfing  thofe  natural  produds  which  the 
other  wanted,  and  only  feparated  from  each 
other  by  the  narrow  conflux  of  the  Kama, 
pleafed  themfelves  with  the  happy  profped 
of  rivetting  the  bonds  of  friendihip  and  com* 
merce,  at  the.  peace  concluded  in  1698.  The 
foundations*'  of  this  trade  were  laid  in  1653, 

"  Coscy  vol.  iii.  p.  32 1  • 

^  See  his  exploits.    Razin  in  the  reign  of  Aleiis,  and  in 
the  fourth  tome  of  Lerefque. 
'»  £flki  fur  le  Commerce  de  Ruffie,  p.  67— 71. 
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by  fome  companies  df  Ruffians  and  Bucha* 
rians  eftabliflied  in  Siberia.  A  grand  caravan 
of  thefe  merchants  fet  forth  from  ToboUk^ 
in  1670,  and  arrived  at  Pekin  through  the 
country  of  the  Cal mucks.  The  labour  and 
rilk  of  their  journey  were  rewarded  with 
eonfiderable  profits.  But  their  profperity 
was  interrupted  in  1684  by  the  hoftilities  of 
the  Chinefe  and  Ruffians  on  the  river  Amur ; 
the  peace  of  1691,  fixed,  for  a  time,  the  li* 
mits  of  the  two  empires ;  and  in  1698  a  frefh 
arrangement  was  made  between  Ruffia  and 
China,  which  greatly  increafcd  the  royal 
trcafury. 

Prince  Gangarin,  then  governor  of  Siberia, 
exercifed  fuch  an  odious  rapine  on  the  cara- 
vans which  he  was  bound  to  proted:  from 
every  tie  of  loyalty  and  gratitude  to  the  Czar, 
as  was  highly  unpropitious  to  iheir  growing 
intercourfe.  But  after  his  ambition  and  ava- 
rice had  conducted  him  to  the  fcaffi>ld  *%  the 
commerce  of  the  caravans  was  carried  on  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years  with  extraordinary 
vigour  and  fuccefs.  This  harmony  between 
the  two  nations  was  at  laft  broken  by  the 
difordcrly  condudl  of  the  Ruffians  at  Pekin  ; 
and  the  Chinefe  threatened  to  exclude  the 


^  See  the  hiftory  of  this  ilngular  pcrfonage  in  Strahlen- 
berg,  p.  261—265. 

Ruffians 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA. 

Ruffians  from  all  commerce  with  them.  Peter, 
to  prevent  this  threat  being  put  into  execution, 
difpatched  Ifmailof,  the  captain  of  his  guards  in 
1 7 19,  to  the  Chinefe  court.  But  the  loofe  and 
impolitic  behaviour  of  the  Ruffians  deflroyed 
the  advantages  which  might  have  been  obtained 
from  their  embafly.  The  Emperor  Kimhi 
expreffisd  his  indignation,  and  fatisfied  his  rc^ 
venge,  by  expelling  them  from  China.  Five 
years  after  this  event  his  fon  and  fucceffi^r 
Yontchin,  whofe  wifdom  equalled,  and  firm- 
nefs  furpaffed,  his  father  in  removing  the  Je- 
fuits  from  his  dominions,  concluded  a  treaty 
by  which  the  Ruffian  caravans  were  to  ad- 
vance no  farther  than  the  frontiers,  for  the 
exchange  of  their  various  produdions.  Thefe 
regulations  deadened  for  a  time  the  activity  of 
their  intercourfe,  but  under  the  fecond  Catha- 
rine who  followed  the  footfteps  of  Peter  with 
equal  glory  and  perhaps  greater  difcretion, 
their  correfpondence  became  more  than  ever 
a  profitable  objed  of  attention  ".  In  fpeaking 
of  Peter's  commercial  purfuits,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  mention  in  this  place,  that  his  pofleffion 
of  that  vaft  peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka,  and  of 

'■  A  writer  of  great  information  on  this  fubjefb,  eftimates 
the  grofs  amount  of  the  average  trade  to  China,  in  exports 
and  imports>  nearly  to  reach  the  large  fum  of  8oo,o<jol.  iter- 
ling.  Coxe,  vol.  iii.  p.  336.  Another  writer  at  Chantrcau, 
4,000,000  of  roubles,  vol.  i.  p.  203. 
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the  Kurilly  iflanda'^  where  nature  appeafl 
in  her  moft  wild  and  uncultivated  foroi^  ftill 
added  to   widen  the   circulation  of  Ruffian 

traffic. 

But  when  the  Emperor  had  humbled  the 
proud  Swede,  and  became  mafter  of  the 
Baltic,  he  then  with  fome  reafon  might  in« 
dulge  his  fancy  in  opening  more  unbounded 
\iews,  and  in  fuggeiling  feveral  important 
fchemes,  for  a  folid  eftabli(hment  of  com^ 
merce  with  Europe.  To  realize  thefe  pro- 
fpeds  of  a  mind  which  loved  to  be  engaged 
in  grand  undertakings,  St.  Peterlburg  ap* 
peared,  which  foon  became,  from  his  well- 
digefted  meafures,  rather  than  advantageous 
pofition,  the  centre  of  commerce,  as  well 
as  the  feat  of  dominon.  Yet  the  ambition 
of  this  great  man  did  not  reft  fatisficd  with 
feeing  the  fliips  of  England,  Holland,  and 
France,  annually  unload  their  rich  cargoes 
in  the  harbour  of  his  new  ereded  city;  he 
fought  even  to  find  by  difcoveries,  a  new  quar- 
ter in  the  regions  of  Afia,  which  might  pour 
into  his  empire  fome  part  of  the  great  wealth 
of  the  weftern  world,  and  he  even  drew  up 
inftrudions  with  his  own  hand,  for  carrying 
this  plan  into  execution  ". 

^*  See  Tooke's  View  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  vol.  li,  p.  107. 
"  See  Mailer's  Voyages   et  Deconvertes  faites  paries 
Ruffes,  Amil.  17^6,  torn.  i.  p.  4,  5 — 141. 
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Peter  likewife  (ought  to  improTc  the  inland 
trade  of  Ruflia  by  the  conveniency  of.  fpa- 
cious  canals  and  roads ;  the  eftablifhments  of 
equal  weights  and  meafures,  the  reform  of 
the  mint  and  eredion  of  a  board  of  com- 
merce. The  Emperor  by  his  patrimony, 
ruled  over  a  portion  of  the  banks  of  the  Caf- 
pian  Sea,  and  by  his  conquefts  he  ftretched 
his  dominion  to  the  Ladoga,  the  Lake  - 
Peypus,  and  the  Gulf  of  Finland  '\  But  his 
new  feat  of  government,  chofen  wit;h  fuch 
admirable  judgment  to  render  Ruflia  a 
preponderating  power  in  the  balance  of 
Europe,  aiid^  likewife  a  maritime  power 
which  might  employ  its  forces  in  the  Baltic 
and  in  thofe  feas  which  nature  had  placed  for 
Its  accommodation,  was  ftill  unfurnifhed  with 
the  means  of  receiving  into  her  bofom  the 
valuable  produditions  of  Perilia  by  a  navigable 
communication,  and  thus  of  correfpouding  at 
once  with  Afia  and  with  Europe. 

A  merchant  whofe  name  was  Serdioukof, 
converfant  with  the  fpirit  of  his  prince,  and 
ambitious  and  capable  of  diftinguilhing  him- 
felf  in  the  public  fervice,  prefented  a  plan  to 
Peter  which  embraced  this  great  objed.  The 
deep  and  majeftic  Neva,  along  whofe  broad 
dreams  now  float  the  inexhauftible  common 

'♦  Levcfquei  torn.  iy.  p.  325.  and  torn.  iv.  p.  99. 

Pp  dities 


57t  HISTdRV  OF  THE 

dities  and  luxories  of  the  moft  diftant  cooq'* 
triesi  into  the  two  fuperb  quays  of  St.  Peterf* 
burg,  facilitated  the  entrance  of  the  ihips  into 
the  lake  Ladoga.  From  thence  they  might 
afcend  the  Volkhof,  traverfe  the  lake  Umen, 
and  penetrate  into  the  Mfta,  which  empties 
its  waters  into  that  lake.  This  river,  towards 
its  fource,  exceeds  not  in  diftance  three  miles 
from  the  Tver,  or  Tvertza,  which  lofes  itfelf  in 
the  Volga,  from  whence  they  might  open  an 
entrance  into  the  Cafpian  Sea.  To  etk€t  an 
union  between  this  fea  and  the  Baltic,  it  re- 
quired human  induftry  to  fupply  the  deficien- 
cies of  nature  by  the  conftrudion  of  a  new 
canal  the  celebrated  Vilhenei  Volofholk'^, 
which  ihould  convey  the  waters  of  the  M(U 
to  the  Tver.  Such  was  the  bold  defign  of 
Serdioukof ;  and  from  the  zeal  of  his  fove- 
reign,  and  from  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
his  people  he  beheld  its  execution. 

But  the  Emperor  did  not  gain  the  advan-- 
tages  he  expeded  frem  thefe  alterations.  The 
fudden  and  violent  tempefts  which  fo  fre«* 
quendy  happened  in  the  lake  Ladoga,  pre- 
fenting  fo  many  ^  ihoals,  proved  the  fcene  of 
anpual  deftru^ion  to  feveral  of  bis  (hips :  in 
his  anxiety  therefore  to  preferv^  the  lives  of 

*'  See  a  minute  defcriptton  of  this  great  canal  In  Coze, 
▼ol.iii.  p.369. 
^  Strafaleaberf  I  note^  p.  i8t. 
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his  fubjedtd  and  their  commerce,  he  fortnal 
the  projeA  of  digging  a  new  canal  to  unite 
the  ftreams  of  the  Volkhdf  and  the  iiwul 
This  ufeful  work  was  fufpended  by  his  death: 
It  was  however  refumed  by  his  fUcceflbr,  and 
accompIi{hed  by  the  prince  of  the  fame 
name,  but  of  very  different  charader  and 
fortune. 

The  Emperor  alfo  directed  feveral  dry 
docks  to  be  formed  at  Cronftadr,  for  the 
greater  conveniency  of  repairing  his  fleet* 
£ver  defirous  of  giving  the  greateft  encou^ 
ragement  to  the  commercial  puirfuits  of  his 
nation,  he  conceived  the  plan  of  uniting  the 
Don  with  the  Volga,  and  thus  to  have  opened 
an  intercourfe  between  the  £uxine,  the  Caf«f 
pian,  and  the  Baltic  ''•  But  this  work,  which 
(o  truly  marks  the  ftamp  of  his.  genius,  he  left 
incomplete ;  and  it  ftill  remains  fw  an  Alex* 
an^er  to  finiih  this  ferviceaUe  monument  of 
Ruflian  magnificence* 

In  our  admiration  of  thofe  monarchs  who 
have  conduced  to  the  glory  or  l^lendour  of 
their  country,  by  the  accoaiplifliment  of  any 
work  that  might  deferve  the  thanks  of  his 
people,  or  the  inveftigation  of  foreigners,  we 

^  Coze>  vol.  iii.  p.  375.  In  the  following  page  however^ 
this  writer  obferTeSy  that  the  advanuget  refulting  from  the 
projeded  canalf  wpnld  be  fcarcely  cquWalent  to  the  eipence 
of  forming  it* 
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are  too  often  apt  to  affiga  all  the  prdfe  to 
them,  unjuftly  forgetful  how  much  of  the  de- 
figQ,  and  bow  all  the  burthen  of .  the  under- 
taking are  committed  to  the  fubjedL  But 
from  this  obfenration  Peter  ftands  peculiarly 
exempt;  to  execute  his  arduous  defigns«  a 
greater  taflc  was  devolved  on  his  hands  than 
the  fignature  of  patents,  and  the  nomination 
of  infpeOiors ;  imperious  neceffity  obliged  him 
to  ^hrow  afide  the  idle  ftate  of  the  Emperor, 
and  to  aflume  the  a£dve  charader  of  the  ar- 
tificer as  well  as  projedor  of  moft  of  thofe 
works  which  fo  much  contributed  to  the  na« 
tiooal  honour  and  benefit.  When,  tofaci- 
fitate  the  communication  of  commerce,  he 
propofed  the  conftrudion  of  canals,  which 
were  dug  with  £b  much  danger  from  the 
noxious  fwampinefs  of  the  foil,  he  frequently 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  workmen,  and 
raked  up  the  earth  himfelf,  that  they  might 
be  animated  by  his  example,  to  furmount  the 
s^oft  di&ouraging  hard£hips.  In  conneding 
the  Neva  with  the  Volkhof,  he  levelled  the 
ground  himfdf '\  and  his  fucceflbrs  ftill  prei* 
£:rvet  with  the  fondeft  remembrance  of  his 
virtues,  the  royal  pick-axe  and  ihovel  whtck 
were  ufed  to  furmount  the  inefiedus^l  barriers 
of  nature. 

y  Voltaire  de  Rnffie,  p.  3979  S:c< 

1% 
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It  was  a  wife  policy  of  the  Romanfty  tierer 
to  reckon  a  country  completely  fubdoedi 
until  it  was  laid  open  on  all  fidM  to  their 
troops  and  commands*  Oil'  the  (ame  prin* 
ciple  it  may  he  confidered,  that  the  com-» 
mercial  profperity  of  a  kingdom  can  nerer  be 
very  great,  until  the  intercourfe  of  its  caphal 
with  the  diftant  provinces  is  rendered  prac« 
ticable  and  eafy  by  the  goodneft  of  the  roads^ 
In  the  conftrudion  of  new  and  reparation  of 
old  roads,  Peter  difplayed  his  accuftomed  zeal 
for  the  public  benefit 

The  route  from  Mofcow  to  St.  Peteilbuif  , 
but  which  cannot  be  commended  for  its  diver- 
fified  fcenery,  as  it  is  continued  in  a  ftriight 
line  during  a  fpace  of  five  hundred  miles^ 
chiefly  through  immenfe  trads  of  woods,  re* 
mains  a  laudable  proof  of  his  attention  to  the 
convenience  of  his  people.  An  Englifh  ma«- 
themadcian,  of  the  name  of  Fergufon,  is  en- 
titled to  the  praife  of  fubmittingthis  defignto 
die  Emperor,  which,  when  carried  into  exe- 
cution, (hortened  the  journey  thirty  miles'*. 

The  critical  affairs  of  the  Emperor  fo  often . 
requiring  the  fwifteil  intelligence,    and   his 
commands  to  be  executed  with  the  utmoft 
difpatch,  foon  revealed  to  him  the  manifold 

'9  Mem.  de  I'Empire  Ruffien,  p.  i54..|  Tenj,  p^iSo.; 
StralUenbergi  p.  ajo. 
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advAOtages  attending  the  inflitution  of  regu* 
Ut  pofta  through  the  principal  towns  of  his 
eKtenfiye  dominions. 

9efore  this  neceflTary  eftablifliinent,  the 
mode  of  communication  was  chara£leriftic  of 
the  fmall  improvement  of  the  Ruffians  in  the 
conveniences  of  civilized  Iife«  Two  diftant 
friends  were  obliged  to  commit  their  corre- 
fpondenoe  to  a  meflengeri  i^hofe  fidelity  was 
more  often  precarious  than  his  demands  mo« 
derate.  Traveller^,  could  not  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  deftination  esccept  in  their  own 
carriages  and  fledges^  while  they  were  to 
lool^  fpr  hprfes  in  the  accommodation  of  the 
boors,  whofe  extortions  were  unbounded,  be* 
caufC' their  prices  wexe  unfixed  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

*^To  remedy  thefe  defe£lsi  the  Emperor 
efUbliflied  from  Mofcrow  to  St.  Petcrfburg 
eighty  relays,  or  gamas^  as  they  term  thefe 
places  where  the  fledges  ftopped.  Thefe 
houfes  were  diflant  from  each  other  only  five 
or  fix  miles :  each  was  conftantly  provided 
with  twenty-four  poft  horfes,  maintained 
at  the  expence  of  tho'e  pcafants  who  were 
nominated  by  government  for  this  fervicc. 


♦•  Mem.  de  I'Empire  Rii(fieD«  p.  i5f,  ifi.    If  we  attend 
,    to  the  loud  complaints  of  foreigners,  we  (hall  find  that  am 
Improvement  in  ihc  poft-horfes  and  roads  are  (lill  two  things 
much  to  be  defired  in  Rufllta. 

--*^L  The 
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The  Czar  obliged  thefe  yamjbia  (fo  they  are 
called  by  the  natives)  to  ferve  travellers  at  a 
reafonable  price ;  and  as  they  were  ftridly 
prohibited  from  every  other  employment,  his 
equity  exempted  them  from  the  payment  of 
the  poll*  tax.  Careful  that  no  impediment 
which  he  could  remedy,  (hould  check  the  vi- 
gour with  which  his  fubjeds  applied  them* 
felves  to  the  extenfion  of  their  foreign  and 
domeftic  trade,  the  Emperor  eftabliflied  a 
packet  ^'  from  St.  Peterlburg  to  the  commer- 
cial town  of  Lubec.  Inimitable  prince,  whole 
various  force  of  genius  could,  with  equal 
ability  and  eafe,  fuggeft  and  execute  the  moft 
enlarged  as  well  as  the  moft  infignificant 
pUns  of  civil  policy  ^\ 

His  next  regulation  was  no  longer  to  fuf* 
fer  induftry  to  ber  obbed  of  its  juft  wages  by 
the  partial  juftice  of  weights  and  meafures^* 
To  prevent  that  illicit  exaOion,  which  is  fo 
threatening  to  the  very  vitals  oi  commerce, 
he  eftablifhed  an  uniformity  of  weights  and 
meafiires  throughout  the  empircy  while  the 

«*  Tooke,Tol.iu  p.  146. 

«*  «« Qaoiqoe  let  hommet  fe  flattent  de  tear  gnuides  ae« 
tiont/*  fayt  the  philofophic  Rochefoaeaold,  elies  ne  Ibol 
pas  fiNiTtnt  let  effieii  d'on  grand  deffeiny  mab  let  cftn  da 
haaard."  See  hit  celebrated  PeaiSes  Blaadmet  et  ReflenoM 
M(iralct»p.5.  Bat  to  no  prince  perbaptcaft  this  oUanratiott 
be  left  appropriate  than  to  Peter. 

^'  Voltaire  Hift.  de  Raffie»  p.  395. 
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prices  of  the.  common  neceflfaries  of  life  were 
equitably  fettled.  He  alfo  greatly  improved 
the  current  coin  of  the  ftate,  by  appointing 
fomc  Frenchmen,  to  fuperintend  the  hitherto 
impure  operations  of  the  mint**;  another 
clrcumftancc  which  added  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  commerce. 

Univerfal  experience  proved  to  Peter,  thatf 
unleft  the  rights  of  foreigners  were  deli- 
berately weighed  in  the  fcales  of  juftice,  he 
could  never  expert  to  behold  his  empire  ci* 
vilized  or  enriched  by  commerce.  That  oracle 
of  wifdom,  experience,  had  held  up  her  lamp 
for  him  to  read  and  to  mark,  in  the  code  of 
his*  father,  how  much  the  integrity  of  the 
judge  was  biaffed  by  national  afiedion,  and 
confequently  how  much  the  impartiality  of 
the  law  was  violated,  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  decide  between  the  claims  of  a  fo- 
reigner and  a  native.  To  reform  the  per- 
nicious abufes  which  muft  naturally  have 
arlfen  from  fo  venal  an  adminiftration  of 
'  juftice,  he  ereded  a  tribunal  of  commerce, 
whofe  equity  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to 
diftruft,  by  having  moft  judicioufly  filled  it . 

» .  *♦  TooJrtf  vol-  il.  p.  147.  ThoTe  readers  who  may  wUh  do 
•ttain  a  .dear  infight  into  the  hiftbry  of  Ruflian  coiiuge» 
Wid.iii^Uie  di&rence  of  the  prcient  monqy  in  former 
reigns,  wc  refer  to  M.  MarbauJt,  Effai  far  le  Commerce 
de  Ruflic,  p.  254,  dec. 

with 
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with  an  equal  number  of  natives  and  fo'- 
reigners  **.  By  tthis  proceeding  he  may  be  faid 
to  have  fixed  the  laft  key-ftone  to  the  centre 
arch  of  commerce. 

The  Czar,  in  applying  himfelf,  on  his  tra- 
velSy  with  his  ufual  inquifitivenefs,  to  di (co- 
ver the  various  motives  of  human  anions, 
had  obferved  with  fufprize  the  emulation 
which  fovereigns  drew  from  their  fubjeds^ 
by  diftributing  perfonal  marks  of  honour^ 
unmeaning  decorations  in  appearance,  but 
which  the  proudeft  nobles  folicited  with 
eagernefs,  as  the  mod  fplendid  rewards  of 
their  loyalty  and  valour*  To  imitate  a  policy 
fo  little  expenfive  to  the  monarch,  but  which 
fo  forcibly  confpired  to  animate  men  with  a 
juft  feeling  of  courage  and  honour,  he  in- 
ftituted  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  orna- 
mented the  heroes  of  Azof  with  this  flatter- 
ing diftindion.  **  The  prince  Golovin  was 
the  firft  knight  of  this  moft  illuftrious  order ; 
and  the  melancholy  tafk  was  foon  after  im« 
pofed  on  Peter  of  invefting  this  companion 
of  his  travels  with  the  great  employments  of 

♦'  L^vcfquc,  torn.  v.  p.  94.  Voltaire  Hift.  de  Ruffie, 
P-39>. 

**  LevefquC)  torn.  iv.  p.  28 1-*  Lc  CIcrc,  torn.  iii.  p.  172. 
Voltaire  Hift.  de  Ru(Iie»  p.  163.  Both  Mottley,  toI.  i.  p. 
118.  and  Banks,  p- 1 1  $;•  greatly  err  ix^hen  they  fo  pofitivelf 
affirm  that  Mentcbikoff  was  the  firft  perfon  who  received 
this  honourable  badge  of  royal  favour* 

the 
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,  the  celebrated  Lefoit,  with  whom  he  had  eVer 
been  connefled  by  all  the  tender  ties  of  fri'^ 
ternal  affedion,  and  who(e  premature  death 
he  more  honoured  by  his  tears  of  gratitude 
than  magnificent  obfequies  ^'* 

In  the  bold  fyftem  of  policy  which  Peter 
purfued,  a  profound  and  invariable  refped 
to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  £urope  might  be 
€hara£terized  as  its  moft  diftinguifliing  fea- 
ture. Senfible  that  the  prejudices  of  his 
fubjedts  had  much  contributed  to  check  their 
improvements,  by  fecluding  them  from  the 
commerce  of  mankind^  in  order  to  wean  them 
from  an  error  the  confequences  of  which  were 
fo  obvious,  he  commanded  all  his  fubjeds,  the 
clergy,  boors,  Tatars,  Calmucks,  and  tribea 
of  their  different  clafs  excqpted  ^\  to  relinquifh 
their  beards,  and  to  aifume  the  European 
habit  They  had  however  too  much  obdi- 
nacy  to  abandon  the  one,  and  too  much  fu* 
perftition  to  adopt  the  other  without  the  in<- 
terpofulon  of  force.  But  the  lovers  of  ancient 
cuftom,  and  efpecially  the  RazkoInicks»  or 
Separatifts,  whofe  fears  conftrued  this  change 
of  their  habirs  into  the  profanation  of  their 
religion,  were   permitted    to    indulge    their 

^7  See  a  circumilanttal  account  of  his  funeral  in  Mottkf, 
vol.  i  .p.  n6, 117- 

^  Tookcy  vol.  ti.  p.  rjs.  Gordon,  roL'u  p.  141.  onl^  aU 
lows  die  Cofacks>  Tatars^  and  Calmucks  to  be  exempted. 

fondnef^ 
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fbodnds  Ibr  their  lietrds,  on  the  payment  of 
an  annual  tax  of  an  hundred  roubles;  Drun- 
kenoeft  however,  a  vice  in  which  the  higheft 
and  loweft*  Ruffian  could  conteft  an  equal 
fliare  of  perfedion^  greatly  befriended  this 
regulation^  from  oftentimes  expofmg  the  old 
Boyars  in  the  royal  entertainments  to  the 
malice  of  the  profeflbrs  of  the  new  fafliion, 
who  (haped  their  beards  in  a  form  fo  truly 
ridiculous^  that  they  were  obliged  to  keep 
their  chambers  for  feveral  months,  or  lofe 
for  ever  thefe  appendages  to  the  majefty  of 
their  perfocL 

But  the  moft  numerous  though  unwilling 
profelytes  of  this  new  fafliion  were  procured 
by  the  decifive  arm  of  force.  In  the  open 
flreets,  it  robbed  them  of  thefe  beloved  em- 
blems of  their  bravery  and  manhood  ^%  and 
then  provokingly  attributed  the  commiflioii 
of  fuch  a  deep  injury  to  the  fportive  play- 
fulnefs  of  a  jeft.  A  fimilar  union  of  force 
and  artifice  was  neceffary  for  the  introdudtipn 

^  Smithy  tlie  author  of  Carlifle's  Embaffies,  p.  39.  10* 
forms  us,  that  he  who  had  the  greateft  beard  was  eftcemed 
the  braYeft  man  among  the  RufOans ;  perhaps  this  folly 
may  be  nearly  equalled  by  the  PerfianSf  who  exalted  a 
drunkard  to  the  higheft  rank  of  courage  and  honour.  See 
Plutarch's  Sympos.  Franc.  1599,  lib.i.  quasft.  iv.  for  a 
curious  anecdote  of  Cyrus  the  younger  foliciting  Laceds* 
monian  aid  againft  his  brother  Artaxerxes,  and  claiming  it 
chiefly  on  account  of  his  capacity  to  bear  a  greater  quantity 
of  liquor  than  any  of  his  equals. 

r»  of 
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cuf  the  new  drefs,  the  model  of  which  Was 
hung  CD  the  gates  of  every  city  for  the  in- 
fpedion  of  ail  clafTct  of  people*  The  friends 
of  reafon  and  of  the  Czar  fmiled  at  thefe  re-- 
forming fcenes,  but  rage  was  in  the  heart  of 
the  people,  while  compliance  was  oh  their 
lips ;  and  the  (lain  of  blood  frequently  be- 
trayed the  deepnefs  of  their  hatred  to  theie 
iunoTations. 

His  next  alteration  calk  loudly  for  our 
praife,  as  it  bears  the  indelible  ftamp  of  hu-» 
manity  and  juRice.  The  obligations  of  the 
RufTian  women  are  boundlefs  to  Peter,  who 
reformed  that  tyranny  which  had  fixed  them 
in  a  condition  fo  humiliating.  His  manly  foul 
bad  long  fympatbized  with  their  heavy  matri* 
monial  grievances.  With  a  boldnefs  there- 
fore, well  worthy  of  fo  good  a  caufe,  he  foon 
changed  thefe  flaves  into  the  equal  partners  of 
their  lords. 

No  longer  immerfed  in  fequeilered  apart- 
ments, or  deprived  of  companj^  and  acquain* 
tance  by  their  maftersy  the  generous  policy  of 
Peter  called  the  Ruffian  women  to  aflemblies, 
which  were  eftabliflied  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  focial  intcrcourfe  ;  and  ftill  more 
to  enlarge  their  minds  by  the  contemplation 
of  poIi(hed  fcenes,  he  commanded  them  to 
accompany  their  hufbands  in  thdr  travels ' 


•o 


**  Mottlefk  vol.  ii.  p.  119. 

But 
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But  to  crown  the  happinefs  of  the  female  fex^ 
he  imparted  to  them  the  freedom  of  choice, 
•nd  the  permiffion  of  obferving  the  Ticca  and 
virtues  of  men,  before  the  conjugal  bond  be- 
came indiflbluble  "  ;  for,  without  that  righ% 
the  6rft  and  mod  tender  of  all  human  tiea 
can  only  be  compared  to  a  pecuniary  bar« 
gain* 

In  the  eotertainmeota  which  Peter  directed 
to  he  fucceffively  given  at  the  houfea  of  hia 
noblemen,  the  gratitude  of  the  ladies  cheer- 
fully conformed  to  the  edid  of  their  royal 
benefactor,  who  required  of  them  alternately 
to  appear  in  the  £ngli(h,  French,  and  German 
habit.  Yet  the  great  reformer,  in  thofe  whirl- 
winds of  paiGon  which  occafionally  effaced 
bis  reafon,  could  not  always  preferve  the 
remembrance  of  that  decency  or  politeneft 
which  he  fo  fcrupuloufly  esca&ed  fbom  others* 
In  one  of  thefe  new  eftabliflied  parties  of 
pleafure,  the  Emperor  ftruck  Meatchikofl^ 
becaufe  this  favourite  had  fojgotten  to  lay 
afide  his  fword  during  the  dance  '*• 

'*  Vita  Ptetro  U  Grande,  p.  104^  io;.{  Theophanes  apud 
Confett,  P'^og,i  Motdey^  vol.  !•  p«  169.  174.;  Gordon, 
vol.i.  p.  141.^  Banks»  p.  107 — no  5  Perry,  195-— S02.  | 
Voltaire  Hift.  de  Ruffiei  p.  i6x,  162.  |  Mem.  da  Rcgoe  de 
fierre  le  Grand,  torn.  ii.  p*  246.  252. 

**  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  f.  2831  2S4, 

la 
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In  this  honourable  and  laborious  ftruggle 
of  Peter  to  compel  his  ignorant  and  obftinate 
people  to  pay  a  juft  deference  to  the  fuperior 
vrifdom  and  enlightened  inftitutions  of  £uro« 
pean  nations,  he  beheld  them^  with  no  foiall 
uneafinefsi  flill  adopting  the  Greek  mode  of 
computing  the  creation  of  the  world  from  the 
firft  of  September.  In  1700^  he  abolilhed 
this  ufage,  and  commanded  the  iirfl:  year  of 
the  century  to  be  commenced  with  the  month 
of  January,  to  the  great  fcandal  and  ailoniOi* 
ment  of  the  fuperftitious  Ruffians.  This 
order  was  publifhed  in  the  courts  of  juftice; 
the  pulpits,  and  public  places  of  the  feveral 
towns  of  the  empire,  while  great  folemnities 
ufhered  in  this  ufeful  reformation''.  And 
we  alfo  read  with  fatisfadion,  that  about  this 
time,  his  real  or  affeded  love  for  a  more  free 
ipirit  of  national  allegiance  fuppreflfed  the  de-* 
grading  word  iakp^  oxjlavc^  and  enjoined  his 
Ruffians  to  afTume  the  more  honourable  ap- 

'' Moctley*  Tol.  i.  p- 1370138.;  Tookcfyol.iu  p«  148, 
149. }  Perry*  p.  335,  236. }  Bankf,  p.  1 1 2.— In  this  altera* 
tion»  howeveri  be  did  not  adopt  the  Gre|(oriaii  but  the  old 
Julian  calendary  which  is  fttU  refpeded  in  RufEa.  Henee 
the  date  is  fometimes  doubly  expreffed  t  as,  on  the  \%  of 
May*  Peter  call  the  foundation  of  St.  Peteriburg,  S^e  like* 
wife  a  curious  and  learned  note  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  toI.  tIL 
p.  154.  on  this  fubjcA  1  but  the  objedions  of  this  renowned 
hiftorian  to  the  modem  method  of  counting  are  not,  in  mj 
opinions  marked  with  his  ufual  difceiiuncnt. 

pelUtion 
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pellation  ofraai^  or  fuhjea^  when  tbcy  pre- 
fented  their  requefts  lo  hicn  ^\ 

A  fovereign,  ardent  and  fuccefsful  in  his  at« 
tempts,  hke  Peter,  to  deftroy  that  barbarifcn 
^hich  had  fo  long  and  deeply  opprefled  Rof* 
fia,  could  not  negled  to  feize  the  firft  favour* 
able  opportunity  of  introducing  the  growth 
of  manufadures,  the  immediate  parents  of 
civilization.  As  the  Ruffians  were  fo  ofteu 
fummon^d  to  the  field,  it  was  the  firft  care  of 
Peter  to  improve  and  multiply  the  fabrication 
of  arms.  Numerous  forges  were  built  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Peteriburg ;  and  fuch  was  the 
inceflant  adivity  of  the  Czir,  that  amidft  the 
multitude  of  important  concerns  over  which 
he  was  compelled  to  extend  his  perfonal  in* 
fpedion,  he  ftill  found  time  to  urge  the  toils 
of  his  workmen  by  his  prefehce  and  example. 
The  precious  iron  was  extraded  from  the 
mines  of  Olonetz,  and  thofe  implements  of 
deftrudion,  artillery,  bombs,  and  balls,  were 
fo  well  manufadured  for  the  purpofes  of  war^ 
by  the  Ikill  of  foreign  mafters,  and  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  Ri^an  apprentices,  that  well- 
grounded  hopes  might  be  entertained  by 
Peter,  fays  a  foreign  miuifter  of  the  time^ 
of  foon  rendering  thefe  articles  a  valuable 
commodity  in  the  branch  of  exportation  with 
the  neighbouring  nations.    A  portion  of  his 

*♦  Lc  ClerCjtom.  iti.  p.  175.    Pcny,  p.2j7. 

3  attention 
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attention  was  alfo  bellowed  on  thofe  forges 
where  anchors  were  wrought,  and  all  the  ne- 
tieflary  iron  for  the  compofition  of  a  (hip. 
Nor  did  he  conceive  the  royal  dignity  to  be 
degraded  by  the  exercife  of  manual  labour  at 
the  lirr.e  and  tile*kilns,  which  were  to  afford 
an  inexhauftible  ftock  of  materials  to  his  pro- 
jected capital.  By  his  exprefs  order,  a  par* 
ticular  place  of  St.  Peterfburg  was  afligned  for 
the  reception  of  thofe  workmen  who  afforded 
to  his  increafing  navy  an  adequate  quantity 
of  ropes,  fails,  and  cables.  Under  his  pro- 
vident care,  a  fufficient  number  of  water  mills 
were  erefted  oxi  the  Neva,  near  the  memorable 
village  of  Schluflelburg^  where  the  grain  was 
fpcedily  prepared  for  ufe  by  the  improve- 
ments of  human  art. 

Ever  defirous  ,of  gpening  new  fources  of 
wealth  and  loduftry  to  his  country,  he  iflfued 
inftrudions  to  explore  the  mines  of  Siberia  ; 
and,  in  order  that  this  new  undertaking 
might  be  carried  on  in  a  proper  manner,  he 
inftituted  a  college  of  mines,  to  which  he  gave 
regulations  highly  productive  to  the  interefts 
of  commerce. 

Senfible  alfo  that  his  country  could  not  be 
efteemed  independent  of  other  nations  until 
(he  had  pofleiTed  their  arts,  he  procured  feveral 
ikiiful.  buAiandmen  from  Silefia  to  teach 
the  inhabitants   of  Kazan   the    method   of 

prepar- 
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preparing  the  wool  of  their  flieep  for  the  ma', 
nnradures,  as  he  had  long  feen  with  a  deep 
concern  the  wealth  of  his  empire  Continually 
drained  by  the  artificers  of  England,  who 
clothed  the  greateft  part  of  his  regular  troops; 
With  the  fame  intention,  to  prevent  the 
riches  of  his  empire  being  unprofitably  dif* 
perfed  to  foreign  nations,  he  introduced  linen, 
woollen,  and  filken  manufadories,  in  which 
the  fucceffive  operations  of  fpinning,  weaving, 
and  dying,  were  chiefly  performed  by  the 
hand  of  the  Dutch,  German,  and  French 
people.  In  ftudyingthe  charaders  of  princes 
who  have  infcribed  their  actions  on  the  fcroU 
of  fame,  we  may  obferve,  that  few  or  none  of 
them  pofleffed  that  wonderful  verfatility  of 
mind  which  could  fly  to  the  mod  oppofite 
fubjedts  with  a  promptitude  and  ability  which 
would  lead  the  reader  to  imagine,  that  his 
whole  attention  had  been  devoted  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  in  which  he  was  then  engaged. 

Before  this  ornament  of  RuflTia  had  afcended 
the  throne,  to  dedicate  his  life  to  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  the  arts  and  fciences  were  ia 
the  darkeil  ftate  "•     He  afpired  to  the  fub- 

lime 


"  That  enlightened  aflSftant  of  Peter's  laboorsy  the  cele- 
brated T&eophanesy  in  pointing  out  the  various  merits  of 
his  deceafed  friend  and  mafter,  and  the  wretched  ignorance 
of  Ruflia  till  he  afceaded  the  thjrone»  {kj$  thatp  before  big 


i^6  HISTORY  OF  THE 

the  advantages  of  knowledge  to  his  people. 
He  enjoined  the  members  of  this  inftitution 
to  devote  an  ample  portion  of  their  time  to 
the  compofition  of  elementary  books  on  the 
Sciences  **,  and  when  they  were  done,  to  ren- 
der them  familiar  to  the  underftanding  of  al^ 
by  the  fimple  drefs  of  a  tranflation. 

The  fcicnce  of  aftronomy,  which  leads  the 
mind  of  man  to  the  moft  fublime  concep- 
tions of  the  omnipotence  of  his  Maker,  and 
-  teaches  him  to  furvey  with  a  philofophic  eye 
the  comparative  infignificance  of  human 
grandeur,  Peter  had  cultivated  with  no  incoa- 
liderable  fuccefs.  In  the  obfervatory  of  Paris, 
he  had  firft  been  feized  with  the  defire  of  ob- 
taining a  knowledge  of  the  planetary  fyftem, 
and  oil  his  return  he  more  ftrikingly  evinced 
his  love  of  aftronomy,  by  erecting  an  obfer- 
vatory **,  which  was  furniflied  by  him  with 
the  moft  valuable  inftruments  of  obfervation. 
The  Czar,  whofe  paffion  for  any  fcience  was 
always  remotely  or  intimately  conneGed  with 
his  views  for  the  improvement  of  his  nation, 

•^  Tooke,  vol.ii.  p.  136,  See  Iikewife  Anecdot.  Origin. 
dc  Pierre  le  Grand,  p.  265. 

•■  GSuvres  de  Fontenelle.  Eloge  du  Czar  Pierre  I.  p.  219. 
^Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  137.  Aftronomy,  before  the  enlightened 
mcafures  of  Peter  aroufed  the  mental  emulation  of  the 
young  and  okl  in  Ruflia,  was  interpreted  by  their  ignorant 
^  fears  into  witchcraft.  See  Strahlenbergi  p.  tt^* ;  ind 
Mottlcy,  vol.  i.  p.  138. 

•  to 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  ,     597 

to  direft  the  minds  of  the  great  perfonages 
of  his  court  to  the  labour  of  thought,  and  to 
make  their  tafte  in  fome  degree  congenial 
with  his  own,  ufed  frequently  to  converfe 
with  them  on  the  fludy  of  aftronomy,  and  to 
explain  to  their  perplexed  comprehenfions 
how  the  fun  is  furrounded  by  a  hoft  of  plane- 
tary worlds,  which  revolve  around  his  attrac- 
tive influence.  In  this  manner  did  their  phi- 
lofophic  Emperor  pour  into  their  minds  the 
light  of  fcience,  which  by  degrees  accuftomed 
them  to  purfuits  that  prefled  the  flight  of 
ignorance,  and  gave  a  lafting  ftrength  to  the;  ' 
efforts  of  literary  commerce.  The  aftrono-r 
mical  abilities  of  the  Czar  likewife  enabled 
him  boldly  to  put  the  axe  to  the  very  root 
of  t^ie  tree  of  fuperftition,  which  had  fo  long 
overftiadowed  Ruflia,  by  proclaiming  to  his 
people  the  precife  day  of  an  eclipfeof  the  fun, 
in  order  that  their  credulous  imaginations 
might  ceafe  to  interpret  this  fimple  and  nc- 
celfary  movemery:  of  the  earth  into  a  porten- 
tous meflenger  of  an  avenging  deity. 

Peter  had  gratefully  refleded  how  much 
the  fund  of  his  own  information  was  enriched 
by  his  perfonal  intercourfe  with  diftant  na- 
tions: anxious  therefore  to  fee  the  rifing 
generation  difentangled  from  the  net  of  an* 
cient  prejudices,  he  affigned  an  adequate  fti- 
pend  to  a  number  of  youths,  for  the  exprefs 
Qj5  3  purpofe 
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purpofe  of  enabling  them  to  purfue  their 
ftudies  in  thofe  countries  where  the  arts  and 
fciences  flour iihed  in  the  greateft  perfedion. 

To  awaken  them  to  the  mod  afliduous 
diligence,  this  judge  as  well  as  patron  of  in- 
telledual  labours  promifed  to  make,,  as  every 
fovereign  fliould  do  who  feeks  the  pure  ap- 
plaufe  of  pofterity,  the  road  of  learning  com- 
municate with  the  feat  of  preferment.  The 
fruits  derived  from  this  laudable  plan,  were 
fometimes  of  an  unpromifmg**,  but  more 
often  of  the  mod  fubftantial  kind.  On  their 
return,  the  Emperor  himfelf  fcrutinized  their 
feveral  merits,  and  if  their  progrefs  fatibfied 
bis  expedations,  they  were  defervedly,  though 
gradually,  advanced  to  offices  of  truft  and 
dignity.  But  the  youth  who  had  wantonly 
abufed  this  fair  occafion  of  improvement  was 
fixed,  by  the  juft  difpleafure  of  his  royal  exa- 
miner, in  a  fituation  which  could  neither  be 
reckoned  great  or  lucrative.  While  the 
ftrong  defire  of  the  Czar  to   enlighten  the 

•*  Hear  the  curious  words  of  Lacoinbe :  *'Un  d'cux,  plus 
Moicoviic  que  les  autres,  s'obitind  de  refter  cnfeimc  dans 
une  chambrc  a  Veniie,  pftidant  quatre  annees  $  et  de  rctour 
dans  fon  pays,  il  fe  fit  nierite  dc  n'avoir  rien  vu,  ni  rien  ap- 
pris  dans  une  ville,  i'ccole  de  la  Politique,  du  Commerce,  ct 
des  Beaux  Arts  ;"  p.  153  See  liktwife  Fontenelle's  Eloge 
due  Czar  Piene  I,  p.  195.  I  have  feen  this  fingular  faft 
clfewhere  authenticated,  but  the  place  this  fon  of  ignorance 
chofe  for  his  loj.g  fedufion  is  not  recorded. 

lower 
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lower  claiTes  of  fociety,  and  to  give  them  1 
more  civilized  charafter,  is  ftrikingly  teftified 
by  his  eftabltfhment  of  fchools  throughout  the 
towns  and  villages  of  his  immenfe  empire**', 
wh/ere  the  children  of  the  peafants  might  be 
inftruded  in  reading  and  writing.  But,  per- 
haps, to  have  effectually  called  forth  the 
dormant  vigour  of  their  minds,  he  (hould 
have  levelled  every  barrier  of  domeftic  flavery 
which  appeared  on  the  face  of  his  country.  ' 

To  impart  a  relifli  for  rational  pleafurea 
among  his  fubje£ts,  the  Czar  opened  a  national 
theatre  at  Mofcow**:  but  the  reader  will 
eafily  conceive,  from  the  barbarous  charafter 
of  the  Ruflians,  that  with  all  his  labours  he 
never  could  boaft  of  having  formed  it  into  a 
fchool  of  correct  tafte,  or  of  pleafmg  inftruc- 
tion.  The  princefs  *Natalia,  filler  to  the 
Emperor,  was  a  great  encourager  of  the  thea- 
trical art ;  and  from  her  attachment  to  the 
fcenic  mufes,  (he  compofed  many  tragedies 
and  comedies  ^\  which  though  now  throwa 

oa 

•*  Banks,  p.  345. 
-^  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  '53- 

•'  Mem.  de  TEmpire  RufTien,  p.  272.— But  tbe  merit  of 
ftriklng  out  this  new  path  of  tafte  is  due  to  the  elegant 
genius  of  the  uafortunate  Sophia,  who  in  the  barbarlfxn  of 
the  times,  .'..id  ui  the  miJil  of  the  various  difficulties  of  her 
great  ftation^  diverted  her  mind  by  the  tr^nflution  of  the 
iaimitablc  Molicrc's  *'  Medecin  malgre  lui"  ipto  her  native 
(;^q  4  ton£ue» 
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on  the  ihelf  oi  oblivion  were  then  efteemed 
both  popular  and  intereftlng. 

In  the  midA  of  the  multiplicity  of  afiairs 
which   engaged  his  attention,  Peter  did  not 
neglef):  the  inftitution  T)f  a  police  at  St.  Pe« 
lerA)urg,  which  cail  a  vigilant  eye  over  the 
internal  fecurity  of  Ruilia.     A  moft  inezora^ 
ble  enemy  to  gaming,  which  banifhes  from 
the  heart  of  man  every  defire  of  excellence 
fave  that  deteftable  one  of  furpaffing  his  anta* 
gonift  in  fraudulent  dexteriry,  he  guarded  its 
excluHons  by  regulations  of  feafonable  vigour; 
nor  was  an  ukafe  wanting  to  confine  the 
hixury  of  drefs  within  the  bounds  of  decent 
moderation'^:  while*'  his  foundation  and  en* 
dowment  of  two  hofpitals  at  St.  Peterfburg, 
for  the  reception  of  fuperannuated  or  infirm 
foldiers  and  failors,  and  eredion  of  a  found- 
ling houfe,  a  college   of  phyficians,  and  of 
a  grand  difpenfary,  which  fupplicd  with  me- 
dicines his  army  and  all  the  great  cities*',  are 
wife  and  benevolent  slQs  which  cannot  fail  to 
receive  juft  applaufe  from  the  virtue  and  com^ 
pailion  of  the  prefent  age. 


tongue,  in  which  fhe  performed  one  of  the  chara6^ers  ;  and 
by  the  compofition  of  a  tragedy,  probably,  fays  Mr.  Coxc» 
the  firil  extant  in  the  RuflUn  language^  vol  li.  p^^g* 

^*  Strahlenbcrg,  p.  237. 

•'  Anecdotes  Origin,  de  Pierre  le  Grand^  p.  19a"— 301* 

•'  Eloge  du  Czar  Pierre,  p.  ai8f 

When 
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When  we  review  the  variety  of  this  great 
man's  hbours,  his  attention  to  the  intercfts  of 
learning,  his  enc  )uragement  of  the  merchant, 
his  promotion  of  all  a<fls  of  induftry,  his  zea- 
lous endeavours  to  introduce  a  proper  fpirit 
of  religious  toleration,  his  circumfpedion  to 
deted  all  the  hidden  fources  of  public  oppref- 
fion,  and  his  charitable  care  of  the  poor,  we 
bitterly  lament  that  any  determinate  marks  of 
cruelty  fhould  be  difcovered  in  a  character  fo 
truly  patriotic  and  fplendid.  But  although 
the  rigid  laws  of  hiftory  compel  us  to  pro- 
claim his  cimes ;  yet  we  can  never  be  per- 
fuaded^  by  royal  prejudice,  to  think  that  the 
heart  of  the  founder  of  Ruflian  civilization^* 
was  utterly  deftitute  of  humanity,  of  great- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  or  of  virtue  '\ 

••  Mr.  Coxe,  vol.  Hi.  p.  133  confiders  the  account  of  the 
Ruflian  civilization  under  Peter  to  be  ex  igprenited ;  but  ht 
muft  advance  more  weighty  arguments  than  he  has  done, 
^eforc  I  can  fubfcribe  my  afTent  to  an  opinion  fo  oppofite  to 
the  general  'teftimony  of  native  and  foreign  hiftorians. 

^**  In  thefe  Ihort  and  decifive  words  the  charafter  of  the 
Czar  is  fummed  up  by  the  great  King  of  Pruflla :  *'  Le 
Czar  n'avait  aucune  tinfture  de  humanity,  de  magna- 
nimitc,  ni  de  vertu."  See  Lettres  du  P.  R.  de  PrufTe  et  de 
M.  de  Voltaire,  torn.  Ixxxiv.  p.  306. — Perhaps  the  impar- 
tial reader  may  not  be  inclined  to  make  that  wide  dillinc- 
tion  between  the  phiiofophical  Frederick  and  the  blood- 
thirfty  Peter,  when  he  recolleds  the  lingular  cruelty  and 
oppreflion  of  the  former  to  the  innocent  Trenck.  For  au- 
thentic detiils  of  that  perfecuted  man,  fee  Tower's  Me- 
moirs of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  Frederick  of  J^ruflia,  vol.  ii- 

p.  33 1,  ate. 
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Details  of  his  private  Life. 

It  18  a  wife  policy,  perhaps,  of  oriental  mo- 
narchs  to  efcape  in  their  feraglio  from  the  too 
clofe  obfervation  of  their  fubjedls;  for  few 
would  be  found  to  fuftain  the  dignity  of  their 
fuperior  rank,  if  expofed  too  often  to  the 
public  view.  Could  we  behold  fovereigns  in 
their  {hades  of  privacy,  our  refpeft  would 
greatly  abate  for  the  royal  charader ;  fince  we 
Ihould  fee  the  man,  when  ftripped  of  the  im- 
pofing  enfigns  of  authority,  nothing  exempt 
from  our  weaknefles  and  follies,  more  ac- 
cuftomed  to  levity  of  condudl  than  ferioufnefs 
of  thought,  and  generally  preferring  the  moft 
frivolous  amufements  to  the  moft  important 
purfuits*.  The  diligent  and  laudable  cu- 
hofity  of  an  individual  ^  has  fupplied  us  with 

authen- 


'  A  ftnking  contraft  to  this  remark  is  to  be  feen  and  ad- 
mired in  the  domeftic  virtues  of  his  prefent  Majefty^  whofe 
private  life  might  furnilh  the  fidyeS  of  a  ju/l  and  ampkpanu 
gyrtc,  by  its  edifying  example  of  mental  adivity  and  diffiife  ^ 
benevolence. 

^  M.  de  btaehlin»  a  laborious  German »  and  preceptor  to 
the  unfortunate  Peter  the  third,  has  collefted  in  one  odavo 
volume » the  moft  curious  anecdotes  of  the  great  Pe(er;  and 

in 
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authentic  materials  to  follow  Peter  in  the  moft 
intereftinp;  fcenes  of  his  private  life ;  and  our 
readers  may  be  induced  to  think,  we  have  not 
concealed  his  vices,  nor  exalted  his  virtues, 
when  he  fhall  appear  unmafked  in  his  equal 
intercourfe  with  his  fabjcdls.  The  confci- 
oufnefs  of  fuperior  merit  enabled  him  to 
defpife  the  pomp  of  royalty.  It  was  his 
pride  to  behold  his  nobles  and  people  ac- 
knowledge their  mafter  in  a  drefs,  which 
would  have  been  rejected  perhaps  by  the  moft 
parfirnonious  of  men;  familiar  with  artificers 
and  failora,  and  fometimes  afFeding  their 
manners:  yet  his  authority  was  never  im- 
paired amidft  thefe  loofe  and  illiterate  com* 
paijions. 

A  wooden  cottage,  over  which  has  been 
ereded  a  brick  building  on  arches  ^,  to  pre* 
/erve  it  from  the  weather,  as  a  precious 
memorial  of  his  great  and  rapid  exertions, 
was  the  place  to  which  he  retired  for  reft 
after  he  had  laid  the  foundations  of  St. 
Peterft)urg.     In  this  refidence  was  only  to  be 


in  the  end  of  his  work,  he  has  given  us  a  (hort  alphabetical 
lift  of  the  name,  rank,  and  hiftory  of  his  authorities.  I  have 
felcfled  him  for  my  chief  guide  without  hefitation  or  fear^ 
as  his  (itutition  and  impartiality  give  him  the  fuireft  pre- 
tcnfions  to  belief.  Anecdotes  Originalcs  de  Pierre  le  Grand  j 
a  Stra(bouro,  17.S7. 
*  See  Storch's  Tableau  de  St.  Peterlhourg, 

feea 
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feen  a  bed,  table,  compafs,  and  fome  books 
and  papers.  In  the  (horteft  days  of  the 
winter,  which  are  not  more  than  feven 
hours  in  this  latitude,  the  indefatigable  fo« 
vereign  was  prepared  for  the  various  and 
important  duties  of  the  day  at  four  in  the 
rooming.  It  was  his  ufual  cuftom  to  labour 
alone  fur  the  public  fervice  till  the  morning 
light;  and  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that 
few  of  his  fubjeds  were  difpofed  to  interrupt 
^  the  profecution  of  his  ftudies  at  this  unrea- 
fonable  hour. 

Sometimes  he  employed  that  time,  which 
moft  of  his  fubjeds  dedicated  to  reft,  in  the 
difpatch  of  urgent  bufinefs  with  his  minifters. 
At  the  fixth  hour,  he  direded  his  attention  to 
the  great  concerns  of  the  Senate  and  Admi- 
ralty ;  and  by  this  noble  parfimony  of  time^ 
and  with  his  adivity  of  genius,  he  was  en-; 
abled  to  regulate  with  eafe  the  different  con- 
cerns of  peace  and  war,  and  Hill  to  enjoy 
many  hours  for  his  favourite  purfuits.  His 
rare  application,  which  feemed  to  confider 
every  moment  abufed  that  was  not  employed 
in  the  difcharge  of  fome  private  or  public  la- 
bour, was  little  indulgent  to  the  repofe  of  Ca- 
tharine *•  Before  the  fixth  hour  of  the  morn- 
ing had  paiTed,  her  occupations  commenced  ; 

♦  Lcvefquc,  torn,  v.  p»  162,  163. 

but 
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tut  though  flie  was  fummoned  fo  early  to  the 
cares  of  the  empire,  yet  her  humanity  forc- 
bore  to  meafure  fo  rigoroufly  the  (lumbers  of 
her  domeftics. 

The  royal  table  was  alw'ays  ferved  at  one ; 
and  in  the  choice  of  his  diQies  Peter  was  not 
lefs  diftinguiflied  from  the  pooreft  of  his 
fubjeds,  than  by  the  fplendour  of  his  attire« 
His  ordinary  food  confided  of  foup  with  four 
krout,  which  the  Ruffians  called  cbtcbi^  gnieF, 
lampreys,  cold  roaft  meat  feafoned,  pickled 
cucumbers,  or  falted  lemons,  and  pig,  with 
ibur  cream  for  fauce  ;  while  Limbourg  cheefe' 
was  uncommonly  agreeable  to  his  plebeian 
appetite.  But  he  compenfeted  for  this  hafty 
and  frugal  dinner  with  fuch  copious  draughts 
of  French  and  Hungarian  wines,  and  of 
the  ftrong  liquors  of  his  country,  that  his 
guefts  might  eafily  perceive  he  was  not  very 
fcrupulous  in  his  adherence  to  the  laws  of 
temperance.  Caft  in  a  mould  of  uncommon 
ftrength,  and  delighting  in  violent  exercifes, 
one  repaft  could  not  fatisfy  the  voracioufnefs 
of  his  appetite.     To  whatever  place  his  va- 

'  See  Anecdote  Ixxxr.  'p.  209.  for  a  degrading  though 
laughable  inftance  of  royal  oecoDomj,  where  the  Czar  rncii^ 
fures  the  fize  of  his  favourite  checfc  with  his  compafles,  and 
notes  it  down  in  his  pocket-book,  for  the  ignoble  purpofe  of 
afcertaining  and  punilhing  the  petty  depredations  of  hif 
fcrvants.  ^  -, 

rlous 
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rious  avocations  called  him,  he  never  forgot 
to  be  provided  with  a  fufficieut  quantity  of 
cold  meats. 

His  predefieflbrs  confidered  that  they  con- 
ferred the  higheft  honour  upon  the  Patriarch 
and  Boyars  and  foreign  minifters,  if  they  in- 
vited ihem  to  the  royal  table ;  and  even  then 
feparate'  feats  were  always  placed  for  them, 
left  they  (houid  be  profaned  by  a  too  equal  in- 
tercourfe  with  their  guefts^  The  more  unftately 
difpofziion  of  Peter  led  him  to  the  port  when- 
ever the  arrival  of  a  Dutch  (hip  was  an- 
nounced. Imprefled  with  the  many  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  condefcenfion  of 
the  fovereign  to  foreigners,  he  familiarly  ac- 
cepted the  wine  and  bifcuits  and  brandy, 
which  were  offered  aboard  by  the  captains  ; 
but  perhaps  the  faftidious  would  be  at  a  lo& 
to  perceive  the  utility  of  the  motive,  and  in- 
clined to  cenfure  that  want  of  dignity  which 
fuffered  him  to  admit  thefe  trading  captains 
to  his  table. 

Inftead  of  thofe  magnificent  entertainments 
of  the  andent  Czars,  where  the  table  was  op- 
prefTed  by  the  weight  of  the  gold  and  filver 
plate,  the  emperor  eftabUfbed  a  me/s  with  his 
minifters,  his  generals,  and  favourites.  Each 
of  them  paid  his  fhare,  which  rarely  exceeded 

'  See  Oleariusj  tom.i.  liv.ili.  p.  310.    Rafiaello  Barbc* 
rinQ,  p.  210* 

the 
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the  value  of  a  ducat.  The  fatirical  malevo- 
lence of  his  enemies  has  infinuated,  that  be 
adopted  this  plan  to  compenfate  his  principal 
cook  for  the  fcantinefs  of  his  wages  and  per- 
^quifites.  But,  if  the  table  was  not  ferved  with, 
a  profufion  of  coftly  diihes,  there  was  no 
ceconomy  obferved  in  the  diilribution  of  wine, 
^The  juic?  of  the  grape  has  been  no  lefs  fatal 
to  the  happinefs  than  to  the  conftitution  of 
man,  by  unlocking  thofe  fecrets,  the  difcovery 
.of  which  may  urge  a  defpot  to  inftant  re- 
venge. And  the  feverity  of  hiftory  forces  us  to 
declare  that,  in  the  carelefs  gaiety  of  the  table, 
the  daemon  of  fufpicion  fliil  lurked  in  the 
royal  breaft ;  and  to  lament  that  he  could  not 
rife  to  the  magnanimity  of  pardoning  an  in-  ' 
difcreet  word,  which  was  uttered  only  when 
reafon  was  entirely  extinguiftied  \ 

^  Sir  William  Temple  and  Lord  Horatip  Walpole,  who 
filled  their  diplomatic  ftations  with  no  lefs  credit  to  them- 
Telves  than  honour  to  their  country,  feem  to  be  well  aware 
of  the  uie  of  the  bptt;le  in  cxtradling  fecrets  of  high  political 
importance.  The  former  was  laccuftomed  to  fay,  that  the 
beft  iiU'  fligence  is  obtained  by  the  convivial  intercourfe  of  a 
good  tabic  ;  and  though  a  moft  rigid  ceconomift,  the  fame 
tabic'  was  always  kept  in  his  abfcnce  by  his  fecretary.  See 
Coxt's  Memoirs  of  Horatio  Lord  Walpole,  chap^xlii.  p. 465, 
Tiie  delicate  conftitution  of  Temple,  although  unable  to 
bear  the  deep  potations  of  the  Germans,  was  yet  always 
attended,  on  necelTary  occafions,  by  fome  gentleman  pro- 
perly trained  for  that  trying  fervice.  See  Temple's  Works 
vol.  i.  p.  2i6. 

^  This  odious  part  of.  his  condut^  is  revealed  to  us  by 
licvefque,  torn.  v.  p.  165. ;  and  Gordon,  vol-  ii.  Appendix, 
P  3  «• 

It 
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It  was  the  invariable  maxim  of  the  Czart 
to  receive  the  firft  audience  of  ambafladors 
VfUh    every    circumftance   of    pomp  which 
might  difplay  the    grcatnefs  of  the   empire. 
The  unceremonious  Peter  prefented  himfelf 
lo  thefe  Teprefentatives  of  their  fovereigns, 
without  the  fmalleft  attention  to  any  of  the 
rules  prefcribed  by  courtly  etiquette.     It  was 
his  conftant  and  certainly  not  improper  ex-  , 
preffion,  that  they  were  fent  to  be  introduced 
to  him,  and  not  to  his  halls  or  palaces.     One 
inftance  will  be    fufficient   to   convince  the 
reader,  that  in  this  refped:  his  actions  per- 
fectly correfponded  with  his  words.     When 
the  grand  marefchal  and  ambaflador  of  the 
Pruffian  court,  Printz,  wilhed  to  prefent  his 
credentials  to  the  conqueror  of  the  renowned 
Charles,  and  to  the  ruler  of  an  immenfe  em- 
pircy  he  was  conduded  on  board  of  an  un- 
iinifhed  fhip*.     Unaccuftomed  to  fuch  little 
ceremony,  he  demanded  to  be  ufliered  into 
the  prefence  of  the  Ruffian  emperor.     The 
attendants  pointed  to  a  man  who  was  adively' 
employed  in  arranging  fome  ropes  to  the  top 
of  a  maft.     Peter,  for -fuch  was  the  dextrous 
(Alot  %  on  recognizing  the  ambaffador,  called 

on 

•  See  Lcttrcs  du  P.  R.  de  Prufle  et  dc  M.  dc  Voltaire, 
torn,  kxxiv.  p.  307. 

•  A  noble  and  judicious  traveller  thus  neatly  ridicules  tlie 
prepofierons  paifioa  of  the  Czar  for  making  all  his  nobles 

failors  : 
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on  him  to  afeend  the  ftrouiis^  but  the  afto*- 
iiiflied  and  ftately  Pruflian  pleaded  Ins  ina«- 
bility  to  perform  fo  new  and  dangerous  a  tafk. 
The  alert  monarch  then  inftantly  ^icended 
and  held  a  conference  with  him  on  deck^ 
nvhere  he  probably  raanifefted  l;he  fame  dif^- 
regard  to  tbofe  forms^  whkh  to  execute  with 
a  proper  dignity  is  reckoned  by  fome  mo^ 
narche,  as  the  moft  eflential  duties  of  th^r 
high  ftation. 

The  unlimited  obedience  which  Peter  in« 
variably  exaded  and  receiifred  from  his  f^b-* 
jeds,  accuftomed  him  to  confound  the  inde- 
pendence of  foreign  miidfter^  with  the.ferviUty 
•of  bis  people,  and  to  expert  froin  theur  cpiv- 
tefy  a  fimilar  acquiefcjsnce  to  his  caprices* 
One  day  this  proficient  in  navigation  (pro?- 
pofed  to  tbem  an  aquatic  excurfion  from 
Peterlburg  to  Cronftadt,  The  ambafiadoFS 
•fet  fail  in  a  Dutch  packet-boat,   under  the 


fatlocs  :  ^^iForfe  per  dar  I'efempio  a  fuoiy  .che  voleva  far  de- 
venire  marinaj.a  ogni  modo.  Per  la  medefima  ragione  fa 
da  lui  ordinato,  che  non  doveflcro  i  Bojardi  venire  a  cort6 
ne  a  cavallo,  ne  in  carrozza,  ma  giaccheto ;  che  non  fe  4p* 
veflero  paiTare  i  fiumi  fu  ponti,  ma  in  barchette  ;  e  quctfte 
non  CO  remi  ma  f\  aveflero  a  govcmare  con  la  vela."  See 
Opere  di  •  A]garotci>  Viaggia  de  Ruffia>  torn.  v«  p.  63. 
Gordon  tells  us  that  he  has. more  than.gnQe  appeared  in* 
cognito  at  a  common  pilot,  and  received  an  Englifli  crow^^ 
and  chcefe  for  bringing  a  (hip  from  the  bar  to  Cfonftadt, 
"  voL  ii.    Appendix^  p.  31 1,  3 1«. 

R  r  guidance 
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guidance  of  the  fcientific  Emperor.  Btffore 
they  had  tneafured  half  of'  their  voyage,  a 
ftrong  wind  blew  from  the  weft,  a  flight  mift 
was  perceived,  and  a  black  cloud  gathered  at 
a  diftance  in  the  horizon.  The  experience 
of  the  royal  pilot  predi£led  the  approach  of  a 
ftorm ;  and  his  nautical  judgment  was  not 
deceived.  Its  appearance  prefently  became 
dreadful,  while  the  livid  glare  of  lightning 
and  the  tremendous  peals  of  thunder  did  not 
ferve  to  pacify  the  terrors  of  the  diplomatic 
crew.  One  of  them,  whom  we  may  fuppoie 
to  be  the  leaft  familiar  with  thefe  horrific 
fcenes,  conjured  the  Emperor,' with  every  fign 
of  fear,  to  haften  towards  the  land.  *\  I  be- 
feech  your  majefty,"  exclaimed  the  angry 
ambafTador,  ^  to  return  to  St.  Peterfburg,  or 
to  Peterhoff,  which  is  ftill  nearer,  and  to  re- 
member that  the  object  of  my  'miffion  to 
Ruflia  was  not  to  be  drowned*:  for,  if  I 
perifli  here,  and  the  prefent  profpedl  (hews 
me  no  other  deftiny,  your  majefty  muft  be 
refponfible  to  my  mafter  for  the  lofs  of  his 
reprefentative." — *'Sir,*'  replied  the  Emperor, 
with  an  unconfoling  and  mortifying  plea£ia- 
try,  (for  his  natural  fearleflhefs  of  temper, 
.  not  more  than  his  experience,  had  banifhed 
all  apprehenfions  of  danger  from  his  mind,} 
"  if  you  are  drowned,  we  muft  all  fhare  the 
fame  fate,  and  then  none  will  remain  to  ac- 
count 
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count  to  your  court  for  the  untimely  end  of 
your  excellency." 

The  mod  elevated  fiation  offered  no  fafe- 
guard  to  the  bold  tyranny  of  Peter,  who  de- 
lighted to  reduce  all  his  fubjeds  to  the  fame 
common  level  of  dependence.  His  general  "^ 
of  the  police,  Defiere,  was  one  day  chofen  to 
accompany  him  in  his  two^wheeled  open  car- 
riage ;  for  his  hardy  nature  difdained  to  en- 
joy,  in  the  utmofl  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
the  luxurious  convenience  of  a  coach.  In 
their  ride  they  were  obliged  to  crofs  a  fmall 
bridge,  the  planks  of  which  were  fo  Ipofe  and 
deranged,  that  they  could  not  pafs  over  them 
without  incurring  fome  danger.  This  unex* 
peded  impediment  compelled  the  Emperor  to  ' 
alight :  but  while  the  neceflary  adjuftment 
was  making  by  his  dentchtchiks,  the  cane  of 
the  enraged  Peter  admonifhed  his  companion 
to  exercife  a  keener  vigilance  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  high  truft.  When  the  planks  were 
replaced,  Peter  mounted  his  travelling  vehicle, 
and,  in  a  tone,  which  befpoke  the  mofl  per- 
fed  compofure  of  temper,  faid  to  his  chaflifed 
affociate,  "  Be  feated,  be  feated,  my  brother.'* 
Yet  this  harfh  and  ignominous  treatment, 
which  would  be  juflly  efleemed  a  moft  in- 
tolerable evil  in  the  freedom  of  our  minds, 
was  fcarcely  noticed,  much  lefs.refented,  by 
the  Ruffian  fubje£b. 

Rr2  Thefe 
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Thefe  chaftifements  Were  fometimes  pro- 
du£tive  of  the  mod  lamentable  confequences. 
He  had  engaged  in  tiis  fervice  a  famoas  ar« 
chited  of  Paris,  named  Le  Blond.  This  man 
had  the  misfortune  of  falling  under  the 
heavieft  difpleafure  of  Mentchikoff;  but  as 
•  the  archite£t,  with  more  boldnefs  than  pru- 
dence, had  fuccefsfully  expofed  his  calum- 
nies to  the  Emperor,  they  were  always 
puniihed  with  the  cane  of  his  mafter.  Some 
flight  alterarions  in  the  lower  garden  of  the 
beautiful  plantation  of  PeterhofF,  by  the  ar- 
chiteS:,  gave  the  minifter  however  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dtfpatching  a  courier  to  the  Czar, 
to  inform  hidi  that  all  the  plantation  was 
Ifelling  by  his  orders.  The  alanned  monarch 
hallened  hnmediately  to  Pcterhoff.  In  crof- 
fing  the  park,  he  beheld  the  workmen  em- 
'ployed  in  lopping  the  branches  of  fome  of  the 
trees.  In  the  firft  tranfports  of  his  rage  he  met 
Le  Blond,  and,  prompted  by  paffion,  a  coun- 
fellor  whofe  fway  was  almoft  perpetual  over 
liis  'mind,  gave  him  a  blow.  The  high-fpirited 
archited  was  fo  much  afFeded  by  this  infult, 
that  it  brought  on  a  violent  fever.  On  a 
more  clofe  infpeaion  of  the  affair,  the  Em- 
peror perceived  he  liad  ihoft  unjuftly  accufed 
the  intention  6f  the  Frenchman :  but  the  diico- 
very  was  made  too  late ;  not  all  his  fincere 
atonement  could  wipe  off  the  ihame  of  the 

late 
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Ut^  affront  from  the  metrtory  of  \,p  B^ip^^ 
From  that  mpi^cnt  his  h?aJLt|]^  f?^^?\^f  4^i 
dined  j  and  in  the  following-  ye^f  he  fp]\  4 
vi&im  to  his.  wounded  honouF,  ^s  de^\)\ 
fhould  have  proved  an  awfU  warning  to  the 
Czar,  how  great  oqght  to  be  the  ^udy  of  ^ 
prince,  who  feeks  the  happinefa  of  his  people 
to  conquer  thofe  paflions,  the  exiftence  of 
which  muft  ever  hinder  his  throne  fipon^ 
being  called  the  permanent  feat  of  virtue  ^n4 
reafon* 

Yet  the  Czar  could  vindicate  his  chara^er 
from  the  charge  of  derpotifn^  with  fuch  a 
mixture  of  dignified  candour  and  ^rmneiS) 
as  might  tempt  us  almofl  to  believe,  that  I^is 
moft  bloody  cruelties  were  the  refult  pf  a  too 
pafllonate  admiration  of  exemplary  juft'^ce*. 
A  confcioufnefs  perhaps,  that  fome  of  his  deeda 
would  lead  Europe  to  view  him  in  the  odioMS 
light  of  a  tyrant,  made  him  enquire  his  cha* 
rader  from  one  of  his  nobles,  lately  returped 
from  an  embalTy.  The  minifter^  when  quef- 
tioned  on  this  delicate  fubjeiSti  gonfefled  tQ 
the  Czar,  that  his  a<^ions  were  arraigned  foe 
their  excefiive  feyerity.  "  Come,  let  not  yoyr 
greatnefs  of  refpedl  endeavour  to  foften  the 
unpleafing  word,"  replied  the  mon^r<:h, 
^^  they  give  me  the  name  of  tyrant.  But  the 
title  would  quickly  be  dropped,  if  they  knevr 
in  what  a  peculiar  condition  I  ^m  pl^ed ;  if 
R  r  3  they 
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knew  how  much  is  required  of  me,  and  how 
often  I  am  forced  to  raifed  the  arm  of  juftice 
againft  thofe  who  labour  with  an  unnatural 
zeal  to  overturn  thofe  meafures  which  I  judge 
confiftent  with  the  public  welfare**.  From 
the  implacable  paflions,  the  deftrudive  mea« 
fures,  which  haunt  the  throne  of  tyranny,  I 
am  free.  The  reproach  of  cruelty  therefore 
cannot  be  made  without  manifeft  injuftice. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  my  glory  and  delight  to 
be  furrounded  by  fubjeds  in  whom  I  have  dif- 
covered  marks  of  genius  and  patriotifm. 
Thefe  I  have  confulted  and  employed ;  and 
my  gratitude  has  been  teftified  for  their  fer- 


vices." 


The  following  example  may  perhaps  (erve 
to  fubftantiate  the  latter  part  of  this  too  often- 
tatious  declaration, by  fhewing  us  that  he  could 
cheerfully  fubmit  his  wildeft  paffions  to  the 
government  of  reafon  whenever  he  was  ad* 
dreiTed  with  manly  freedom.  In  his  preci- 
pitate ardour  for  commercial  improvements, 
he  had  figned  an  ukafe  which  commanded 
the  labours  of  the  peafants  belonging  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  governments  of  Peterfburg 

■®  From  the  ftubbom  oppofition  with  which  the  ignorant* 
Ruflians  encountered  his  mod  enlightened  plans>  afllfted  by 
his  partiality  for  a  nautical  ]ife>  he  was  moved  perhaps  to 
declare^  **  that  it  was  a  happier  ftation  to  be  an  admiral  in 
England,  than  Czar  in  Ruffia,"    See  Perry,  p»  164. 

and 
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and  Novgorod  to  be  entirely  direded  to  the 
conftrudion  of  the  Ladoga  canal.  The  obe- 
dient fenate  had  aflembled  to  give  their 
fandtion  to  this  injurious  law.  Prince  Jacolr 
Feodovitz  Dolgoroukof,  one  of  their  moft 
ilFuftrious  members,  whofe  undaunted  fpirit 
would  not  have  difgraced  the  name  of  Cato, 
boldly  cried  out  that  fuch  a  meafure  muft 
tend  to  the  complete  deftrudion  of  the  two 
provinces,  which  were  already  too  much  re« 
duced  to  a  ftate  of  want  and  wretchednefs ;  * 
and,  not  content  with  this  free  ftatement  of 
his  opinion,  he  demanded  the  right  of  ex« 
prefling  his  difapprobation  before  Peten  He 
was  anfwered,  that  his  reprefentations  would 
prove  ^6f  no  efFe£t,  as  the  law  had  already  been 
confirmed  by  the  fignature  of  the  Czar.  With- 
out deigning  to  hold  any  farther  difcourfe  with 
men,  whofe  ignoble  fears  had  facrificed  the 
true  intereft  of  their  country,  he  fnatched  the 
regifter,  and  inftantly  tore  out  the  leaf  on 
which  the  oppreilive  decree  was  infcribed. 
AftoniChment  and  trepidation  never  were 
'  moredrikingly  depi£ked  in  the  features  of  the 
whole  fenate,  than  on  this  unparalleled  a£l:« 
With  one  voice  the  fenators  demanded  if  he 
was  fenfible  to  what  dangers  he  had  expofed 
himfelf  "  Yes,"  replied  the  virtuous  prince, 
"  and  I  will  anfwer  for  the  a£l  before  my  God, 
my  country,  and  my  Emperor." 

Rr4  In 
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In  the  ttiitlft  of  their  coaiteriiatkm^  the 
£i]iperor.appeared.  The  perilous  tafk  of  an- 
nouncing to  him  the  audacity  of  Dolgourokof 
waa  impofed  on  the  procurer  general,  the  firft 
meoiber  of  the  fenate.  But  the  fubjed^t  who 
could  thus  fcorn  to  pour  the  un&toa  of  fer- 
vile  colx^UaoGe  oii  meafurea  which  involved 
the  public  fafety^  niuft  not  be  placed  in  that 
numerous  and  contemptible  clafs  who  were 
cbaftifed  with  blows  for  their  ofieaces,  and 
then  afterwards  reftored  ,  to  their  fprmer  bo-» 
nours!  for,  when  he  marked  the  rifing  paf^ 
(ion  of  the  Emperor^  he  rofe  without  fear, 
and,  with  a  look  which  awed  even  majefty 
iffelfi  he  thus  fpoke  the  triumphant. language 
of  reafon  and  of  patriotifm.  ^^  Difmifs  thy 
anger,  Peter  jikxiovitZj  and  do  not  fuffer  me 
to  encourage  the  un\torthy  opinion  that  you 
are  ad4iated  by  that  fpirit  which  led  Charles 
the  Twelfth  to  become  the  deftroyer  of  his 
country*  Did  you  weigh  the  fubje£t  with 
your  accuftomed  attention,  before  you  or- 
dered the  depopulation  of  two  provinces^ 
which  above  all  have  felt  the  defolating 
fc6urge  of  war  ?  Are  you  fully  apprifed  of 
the  number  of  inhabitants  which  have  aU 
ready  been  facrificed  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
enemy,  and  how  much  their  deep  diftreis 
calls  for  your  compaifion  f  I  am  not  infen- 
fible  to  the  advantages  which  may  be  derived 

from 
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from  the  formation  of  thia  canal :  but  let  a 
more  judicious  policy  teach  you  to  draw  from 
each  of  your  provinces,  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  therein  contained,  a  body  of  people 
adequate  to  the  execution  of  this  unhealthy 
but  beneficial  undertaking;  or,  rather,  let  the 
Swediih  prifoners  be  employed  in  this  work, 
that  you  may  avoid  the  difgrace  of  ruining 
the  country  which  is  indebted  for  its  prefent 
greatnels  to  your  enlightened  labours/' — As 
the  bold  fenator  proceeded  in  his  fevere  leflbn 
of  truth  and  wifdom,  the  indignation  of  the 
Emperor  gradually  fubfided ;  and  after  fomc 
moments  of  reflexion  on  the  rafli  exercifc 
of  his  power,  the  Czar  ihewcd  himfelf 
capable  of  laying  aiide  his  fierceft  refcnt- 
ment,  when  he  declared  that  his  objedions 
merited  his  notice,  and  ihe  publication  of  the 
iikafe  fliould  be  delayed  until  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  reiult  of  his  deliberations. 
The  end  of  this  remarkable  fcene  proved 
agreeable  to  the  falutary  wifhes  of  Dolgouro- 
kof  J  and  we  are  bound  equally  to  applaud 
the  penetration  and  firmnefs  of  the  man  who 
dared  to  difcover  and  refift  the  injuftice  of 
th6  decree,  and  the  magnanimity  of  Peter, 
who  could  hear  and  obey  the  voice  of  his 
fubjed. 

After 
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After  Alexis  had  been  put  to  death,  by  the 
rigorous  juftice  of  the  Czar,  he  loft  the  objeft 
of  his  fondeft  partiality,  his  fecond  fon,  the  off- 
fpring  of  his  marriage  with  Catharine.  The 
anguifti  of  his  grief  was  fo  violent  on  this  un- 
expedled  calamity,  that  he  fhut  himfelf  up  in 
the  palace  of  PeterhoflT,  refufedall  fuftpnance 
during  three  days  and  three  nigtits,  and  me- 
naced with  inftant  death  thofe  who  fhould  pre- 
fume  to  difturb  his  folitudc.  This  dangerous 
difjplay  of  forrow*  was  a  matter  of  aftonifhment 
to  his  fervants,  who  had  witneffed  fuch  re- 
peated and  ftriking  inftances  of  his  undaunted 
temper  of  mind.  But  a  keener  infight  into 
the  heart  of  their  matter,  would  have  difco* 
vered  to  them  that  remorfe  took  a  moft  adive 
part  in  his  affli&ion.  Wrapped  up  in  the  con- 
templation of  his  own  greatnefs,  and  tafting 
alt  the  fweets  of  public  admiration,  when  he 
pronounced  the  condemnation  pf  Alexis  he 
was  led  to  believe  he  had  performed  a  moft 
virtuous  facrifice,  for  the  prefent  and  future 
benefit  of  his  country ;  but  the  fudden  lofs  of 
his  fecond  fon  dimmed  the  luftre  of  this  pa- 
triotic idea ;  and  fo  far  tranfported  his  ima- 
gination beyond  the  circle  of  reafon,  that  he 
interpreted  that  fentence  into  an  atrocious 
crime,  which  before  was  confidered  to  have 
perpetuated  his  claims  to  public  gratitude. 

In 
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la  the  midft  of  his  immoderate  diftrefs, 
Ruffia  remained  without  a  fovereign,  the  fe- 
natc  without  a  magiftrate,  and  the  army  with- 
out a  chief,  to  execute  the  ordinary  fundions 
of  the  ftate.  Catharine,  although  tenderly 
alive  to  the  feelings' of  mother  and  wife,  re- 
fufed  to  indulge  her  grief  at  the  expence  of 
the  public  intereft,  and  tried  every  gentle  art  * 
to  gain  admittance  to  her  hufband.  But 
finding  all  her  former  influence  abforbed  in 
the  vortex  of  this  domeftic  misfortune,  as  a 
laft  refource  fhe  applied  to  the  fage  and  de- 
cifive  councils  of  Dolgourokof  for  afliiftance* 
The  fenator  confoled  her  by  the  aflurance, 
that  to-morrow  fhe  fhould  enjoy  the  fatif- 
fa£tion  of  beholding  the  Emperor  again  re- 
turn to  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 
At  an  early  hour  he  repaired  to  the  chamber 
of  the  difconfolate  Czar ;  feveral  loud  knocks 
announced  his  vifit ;  but  the  filence  which 
reigned  around  the  forbidden  apartment, 
might  have  tempted  him  to  believe  himfelf  iti 
the  manfions  of  the  dead,  rather  than  in  the 
palace  of  PeterhofF,  Determined  to  break  ia 
upon  his  privacy,  he  called  out  to  this  terrible 
monarch,  with  an  authoritative  voice,  to  open 
the  door ;  and  on  his  refufal  he  threatened  to 
enter  his  chamber  by  force.  "  Very  well,'* 
exclaimed  the  enraged  fovereign,  ^*  If  I  opea 

the 
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the  door^  my  firft  commands  (hdll  fenteitce 
you  to  death  for  this  ralhnefs  "."  But  whca 
the  door  was  thrown  opeo,  the  dignified  firm^ 
nefs  of  this  patriotic  fubjedl  (Iruck  that  fear 
into  him,  which  banilhed  ali  thoughts  of  hia 
tyrannical  intention.  "  I  come/*  faid  this 
intrepid  nobleman,  ^'  to  demand  whom  we 
ihall  nominate  as  Emperor,  fince  you  afiedt 
to  renounce  all  the  duties  attendant  on  that 
exalted  ftation."  The  conquered  Czar  em-» 
braced  his  friend  and  burft  into  tears.  Dol- 
goroukof  feized  the  favourable  moment,  coa- 
duded  him  to  his  joyful  Emprefs,  and  pre- 
fented  the  fenate  to  him,  who  were  graci* 
cufly  invited  to  dinner,  and  no  more  alarmed 
at  the  confequences  of  a  fecond  retirement. 

The  choleric  temper  of  Peter,  and  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  an  uncontrolled  power,  were  the 
enemies  which  carried  on  the  mod  fuccefsful 
war  againft  his  peace  of  mind  and  lading  re- 
putation. Yet  there  were  times  when  he  could 
repel  their  mod  vigorous  aOTaults  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  leaves  us  fenfibly  to  regret  he  could 
not  always  overmafter  their  power.     A  fe-^ 

■*  '*  Si  j'ouvre,  je  t*abats  la  tt^te  !"  Le  Ckrc,  torn.  iii. 
p.  501.  There  are  fome  flight  variations  of  this  anecdote 
from  the  relation  of  St«hlin»  who  lofes  fight  of  the  cha* 
rader  of  Peter  when  he  attempts  to  foften  his  impafConed 
reply.    See  this  anecdote  alfo  related  in  Chantreau,  torn.  ii. 

p- Se- 
nator, 
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nator,  whofe  virtues  merited  that  his  name 
fhould  have  been  refcued  from  oblivion,  was 
one  day  participating  in  the  aquatic  amufe- 
ments  of  Peter,  when  the  furious  prince,  fud- 
denly  recolleding  that  he  had  uttered  fotnc 
fentiments  in  the  fenate  extremely  offenfive  to 
him,ftarted  up  in  the  boat,  and,  in  the  madnefs 
his  paffion,  took  the  offender  between  his 
ftrong  arms,  with  the  horrible  intention  of 
burying  him  in  a  watery  grave.  "  It  is  in 
your  power  to  drown  me,*'  cried  out  the  un- 
difmayed  fenator,  "  but  thy  hiftory  will  re* 
cord  the  a£t "."  The  repentant  Czar  inftantly 
replaced  him  in  his  feat,  thoroughly  afliamed 
of  his  atrocious  defign.  To  what  a  towering 
height  in  virtue  wouldft  thou  have  attained, 
O  prince,  whofe  life  now  exhibits  to  our 
inftruftion  fuch  a  mortifying  compound  of 
the  dignity  and  weaknefs  of  human  nature ; 
if  thy  happier  fate  had  fo  ordained,  that  thofe 
who  called  themfelves  your  friends  had  thus 
always  dared  to  hold  up  to  your  fight  the 
fteady  mirror  of  truth  and  juftice ! 

The  vigorous  mind  of  Peter  had  invariably 
laboured  to  convince  his  fubjedls,  that  fuper- 
ftition  does  not  open  the  paffage  to  the  feat 
of  eternal  happinefs.  He  was  therefore  the 
decided  and  unforgiving  foe  to  all  thofe  im- 

*'  Levefque,  torn.  v.  p.  loi. 

pofitions 
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poiitions  which  were  exprefsly  defigned    to 
cajole  and  inflame  the  fuperftitious  paflions  of 
the  vulgan     Information  had  been  given  to 
him,  that,  impelled  by  the  call  of  fanaticifm, 
crowds  of  people  were  colledied  in  the  church 
of  St.  Peterfburg  to  adore  the  image  of  the 
Virgin,  and  to  witnefs  the  fight  of  her  mi- 
raculous tears.     Ever  eager  to  contribute  to 
the  downfall  of  credulity,  fo  hoftile  to  the 
progrefs  of  true  faith,    he    haftened   to  the 
church  to  detedt  the  fraud  in  the  fight  of  the 
deluded  people.      On    his  arrival,  he  com- 
manded this  objed  of  popular  devotion  to  be 
unloofed   from    the    place,   to    undergo   his 
ftri£t  and  profane  examination.     In  the  rites 
of  the  Ruflians,  the  images  are  painted  on 
wood.      The  weeping    figure  had  a  double 
compartment;    between  the   two    coverings 
was  a  receptacle  for  oil,  terminating  in  fmall 
apertures  near  the  corner  of  the  eyes ;   the 
heat  of  the  burning  wax  around  the  image 
produced  the  defired  efFed  on  the  gufliing  oil, 
which  purfued  its  courfe  through  the  fecret 
openings.      The  fkilful  Peter,  after  having 
fuccefsfully  demonftrated  the  mechanifm  to 
the  aftonifliment  of  the  fpeSators,  carried  the 
dUgraced  Saint  to  his  cabinet,  to  be  kept  with 
other  curious  fpecimen^  of  art.     But  the  au- 
thor of  this  dextrous  invention  was  treated 
with  greater  indignity,  as  this  piece  of  me«- 

chanifin 
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chanifin  Was  purpofely  contrived  to*  breathe 
into  the  abjed  foul  of  its  votaries  the  unchrif- 
tian  fpirit  of  difcord  and  fedition :  for  it  was 
the  malevolent  intention  of  the  fecret  enemies 
of  Peter,  to  have  perfuaded  the  fuperftitious 
people,  that  the  tears  of  the  virgin  were  (hed 
to  mark  her  deep  horror  at  the  foundation  of 
his  new  capital. 

It  was  the  invariabfe  and  abfurd  cuftom  of 
the  ancient  Czars,  whenever  their  greatnefs 
was  humbled  by  the  hand  of  (icknefs,  to  or-  ' 
der  the  gates  of  the  prifon  to  be  thrown  open 
to  robbers  and  murderers  fentenced  to  death, 
under  the  vain  hope  that  their  impious  prayers 
might  ftop  the  ftroke  of  death.  The  criminal 
judge  wifhed  him  to  follow  this  example. 
"  What !"  faid  the  enlighted  prince,  in  a  faint 
but  compofed  tone  of  voice,  "  if  God  turns  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  fupplications  of  my  virtuous 
fubjefts,  can  you  fuppofe  that  my  malady 
will  be  abated  by  the  liberation  and  prayers 
of  thefe  affafUns  ?  But  depart,  and  let  fentence 
be  paflTed  to-morrow  on  thefe  malefactors; 
for  if  any  thing  can  incline  heaven  to  avert 
the  impending  danger,  it  will  be  the  execu- 
tion of  this  juft  command.'* 

But  though  Peter  was  refolute  in  not 
extending  the  royal  pardon  to  thefe  pradi- 
tioners  in  rapine  and  murder,  yet  he  could 
difplay  a  ihoft. amiable  indulgence  to  thofe 

fofter 
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fofter  tranrgreffions  of  the  female  fex,  of 
which  falfe  and  ungenerous  man  is  firft  the 
tempter  and  then  the  punifher.  His  feverity 
however  was  inflexible  to  thofe  unnatural 
mothers,  who,  to  avoid  the  difcovery  of  an 
afl:  fo  offenfive  to  their  virtue,  procured  the 
abortion  of  their  fruit,  or  elfe  deftroyed  it 
after  its  exiflence.  Yet,  on  maturer  con- 
fideration,  the  monarch  perceived  that  few 
would  deferve  this  foul  imputation  fo  infult* 
ing  to  the  rights  of  nature,  if  their  fraihies 
were  lefs  expofed  to  the  derifion  of  their  fellow 
creatures.  In  one  of  the  Czar's  frequent  and 
rapid  journeys  from  Peterfburg  toMofcow,  he 
flopped  at  a  village  to  fake  his  frugal  repaft. 
The  humble  houfe  where  he  dined  was  foon 
furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  peafants,  im- 
patient to  behold  the  father  of  his  country. 
With  his  ufual  gracious  demeanour  and  £simi- 
liarity  of  fpeech  which  gained  the  hearts  of  his 
fubjeds^  he  addrefied  himfelf  to  all,  inquired 
concerning  the  ftate  of  their  families,  and  the 
nature  of  their  employments.  Behind  the 
crowd  which  preifed  around  him  with  eatger 
refpe£l:,  he  remarked  a  young  woman  of 
pretty  and  genteel  appearance,  who  mani* 
fefted  a  great  anxiety  to  fee  hinx,  and  yet 
wiflied  to  fcreen  herfelf  from  his  fight. 
Thinking  to  gratify  her  curiofity,  he  kindly 
bade  her  to  approach.  She  baflifully  advanced 
8  with 
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tvith  her  face  covered  by  both  her  hands. 
The  fingularity  of  the  adion  pleafed  hito^ 
and   he    loudly  commended    her    modefty* 
Not  all  the  reverence  which  majefty  infpired 
could  fupprefs  a  general '  burft  of  laughter 
from  the  envious  female  throng,  when  they 
heard  fuch  an  unexpe£ted,  and,  in  their  minds^ 
ill-placed  compliment.      On  demanding  the 
caufe  of  their  merriment,  a  peafant  ftepped 
forth  to  inform  his  fovereign,  that  the  young 
woman  he  had  praifed,  whofe  good  qualities 
were  numerous,  had  yielded  to  the  amorous 
wiflies  of  a  derman  officer,  and  that,  to  the 
great  offence  and  furprife  of  her  mod  chafte 
companions*  (he  fuckled  the  offspring  of  this 
illicit  connection.     The  peafant  having  thus 
explained  the  caufe  of  their  laughter;    the 
monarch,  with  a  feeling  benevolence  which 
reflects  the  higheft  praife  on  his  head  and 
heart,  commanded  the  infant  to  be  brought  to 
him ;  which,  after  taking  into  his  arms,  and 
careffing  and  recommending  it  to  the  care  of 
the  affedionate  mother,  he  then  promifed  to 
fee  her  whenever  he  paffed  through  the  vil- 
lage, threw  a  handful  of  rubles  into  her  lap, 
defired  her  to  banifli  her  forrows,  and  refpeft- 
fuUy  kiffed  her,  doubtlcfs  to  the  aftonifliment 
and  mortification  of  the  encircling  females. 
Then  changing   the  familiarity^  of  his  voice, 
Sf  and 
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and  afluming  the  commanding  look  of  ma-* 
jefty  ;  **  Henceforth  I  order,"  faid  the  Czar^ 
"  that  none  of  her  fex  fhun  her  focrety  or 
reproach  her  for  the  weaknefs  of  her  con- 

dua." 

This  fpecch  of  the  Czar's  is  certainly  not 
much  calculated  to  pleafe  the  tafteof  the  rigid 
moralift,  as  it  pays  no  deference  to  the  rule^ 
.  of  virtue.  But  Peter  was  obliged  to  encou- 
rage population  on  any  terms ;  and  fo  much 
did  he  conceive  it  his  political  duty  to  repair 
by  gentle  laws  the  injuries  which  it  fuffered 
from  the  ravages  of  war  and  of  peftilence, 
that  he  never  punilhed  offences  againft  cha£» 
tity,  either  by  corporal  chaftifement,  fines,  or 
any  marks  of  infamy.  Being  informed  once 
in  a  converfation  concerning  criminal  jurif- 
prudence,  that  Charles  V.  in  one  of  his  or- 
dinances prohibited  adultery  under  pain  of 
death  j  *^  Is  it  pofEble  ?"  replied  the  Emperor 
with  a  laugh  of  incredulity.  "  W^fhould  have 
conceived  fo  great  a  prince  would  have  a£led 
with  more  judgment:  but  without  doubt  he 
fancied  his  people  were  too  numerous :  ix  is 
neceflary  to  puni(h  diforders  and  crimes,  yet 
we  (hould  be  cautious  in  pafling  a  fentence 
of  death  on  our  fubjedls.'*  But  Peter  feldom 
tried  the  fuccefs  of  this  laft  experiment,  or 
elfe  the  paitiful  talk  would  not  have  been  im- 

pofed 
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})6fed  Upon  us,  of  remarking,  that  in  fevcral 
inftances  his  words  but  little  accorded  with 
his  actions. 

Averfe  to  liften  with  a  greedy  ear  to  tht 
whifpers  of  detradion,  except  it  concerned 
the  ftate,  whenever  thofe  fpies,  who  are  al- 
ways to  be  found  in  the  apartments  of  a  pa- 
lace, attempted  to  fhoot  the  arrows  of  their 
malevolence,  under  the  mafk  of  public  zeal, 
againft  thofe  who  had  provoked  their  envy  or 
refentment,  the  fovereign  would  thus  exprefs 
his  juft  difpleafure,  in  this  reproachful  in«» 
quiry:  "  Is  there  no  trait  af  goodnefs  to  be 
marked  in  his  charader,  and  would  it  not  b^ 
more  honourable  to  make  that  the  topic  of 
our  converfation  ?** 

He  was  too  deeply  read  in  the  hiftory  of 
commerce,  to  think,  from  a  blind  fpirit  of 
fordid  avarice,  that  in  regulating  the  cuftoms 
at  Peterlburg,  any  greater  punifhment  than 
confifcation  was  neceflary  for  contraband 
trade.  "  According  to  the  didlates  of  found 
policy,  we  fliould  confider  commerce,"  fays 
the  experienced  fovereign,  "  as  a  timid  virgin, 
whom  we  muft  conciliate  by  gentlenefs  of 
manners,  and  not  terrify  by  fternnefs  of 
accent.  This  unlawful  road  to  wealth  muft 
not  therefore  be  too  much  noticed  by  the 
feverity  of  the  law  j  for,  thofe  who  are  feen 
in  it  run  more  danger  than  my  treafure.  If 
S  f  1  I  only 
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I  only  poflTefs  the  fruits  of  their  labour  the 
tenth  time,  I  ihall  be  recompenfed  for  the 
nine  times  which  they  have  eluded  my  vigi- 
lance/* 

Peter  was  not  ignorant  that  an  EnglifhmaD, 
of  deferved  eminence  in  the  fchool  of  litera- 
ture, had  compared  him  to  that  great  chiltl 
of  vanity  and  ambition,  Louis  the  fourteenth 
of  France.  "  He  was  more  great  than  I,"  faid 
the  Emperor,  with  real  or  affeded  modeily  ; 
^^  in  no  one  inftance  perhaps  can  I  aifume  the 
fupcriority  but  when  I  reduced  my  clergy  to 
obedience,  while  he  fuffered  his  to  become 
his  tyrants." — But  from  many  caufes^  the 
ilatue  of  Peter  merits  to  be  placed  on  a  higher 
pedeftal  .in  the  Temple  of  Fame*  Whea 
Louis  Simulated  genius  to  her  fublimeft 
efforts  by  his  political  liberality,  he  raifed  for 
himfelf  a  folid  edifice  of  greatnefs  in  the  judg- 
ment of  pofterity.  But  his  pretenfions  to 
the  name  of  conqueror  refl  on  a  very  frail 
.  bafis.  The  French  Xerxes  glittered  in  the 
borrowed  robes  of  his  generals :  for  thai  fuc- 
cefs,  which  flew  before  his  fiandard,  had  beea 
prepared  by  a  fyftem  of  conqueft  and  difci- 
pline  devifed  by  th^  wifdom  of  Richelieu, 
executed  by  the  ardour  of  Condc,  and  fc- 
conded  by  the  diligence  of  Louvois.  In 
this  view^  the  charadbcr  of  Peter  (hines  with 
Superior  luftre  in  the  hemifphere  of  renown ; 

he 
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lie  had  no  mafters  to  prepare  and  almoft  en* 
fure  his  victories,  but  his  own  exertions  of 
mind  and  body.  If  therefore  Louis  had  held 
his  doubtful  fceptre  over  the  fadious  and  un- 
civilized Ruffians,  and  Peter  had  been  feated 
on  the  throne  of  France,  we  may  venture  to 
aflert,  that  the  one  vrould  have  been  unno- 
ticed in  the  eftimation  of  perfonal  merit, 
whilft  the  vices  of  the  other,  which  chiefly 
flowed  from  the  ungovernable  ferocity  of  his 
temper,  being  early  eradicated  by  the  advan- 
tages of  an  enlightened  education,  would 
have  enabled  him  to  have  raifcd  his  king* 
dom  to  a  (late  of  unexampled  profperity  and 
greatnefs. 

But  it  is  not  in  this  light  only  that  we  re- 
cognize the  fuperiority  of  the  Czar.  He 
wiflied  to  fupport  his  dignity  by  his  adions, 
and  not,  like  the  French  monarch,  to  hide  the 
infignificance  of  the  man  under  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  court.  '*A  ftrid  oeconomy 
was  the  ruling  principle  of  his  adminiftration,. 
and  the  pure  fource  of  his  greatnefs.  The 
expences  of  his  houfehold  were  fixed  ;  he 
calculaied  the  fums  neceflary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  army,  the  fleet,  and  for  all  the 
wants  of  the  ftate ;  and  without  deriving  a 
copious   fupply    from    this    annual  revenue, 

'♦  See  GordoDi  vol.  ii.  p.  266,  zSj. 

S  f  3  without 
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without  forcing  the  nation  to  lament  the 
grievance  of  exceffive  taxes,  he  had  always  an. 
accumulation  of  treafure,  to  fatisfy  any  fud- 
den  demand,  and  to  execute  any  new  project 
which  he  conceived  would  improve  .and  adora 
his  empire. 

Yet  with  all  this  rigid  frugality,  it  was  the 
conftant  bufinefs  of  his  reign  to  conneft  re- 
ward with  merit,  happinefs  with  fidelity-  He 
abhorred  the  idea,  that  thofe  who  deferved 
his  love  from  their  faithful  fervices,  (hould 
fee  old  age  approach  upon  them  without  re- 
ceiving fome  fatisfadory  mark  of  his  bounty. 
He  however  fo  contrived  to  difpenfe  his  fa^ 
vours,  that  they  more  frequently  contributed 
to  benefit  than  to  diftrefs  the  different  clalTes 
of  fociety.  From  his  ample  fund  of  vacant 
lands,  he  generally  recompenfed  their  labours, 
and  they  were  too  well  acquainted  with  their 
own  intereft,  not  to  beftow  every  care  on  the 
improvement  of  their  new  inheritance.  By 
this  wife  and  beneficent  policy,  he  repaired  in 
a  great  degree  the  injuries  which  were  made 
by  the  havoc  of  war  in  the  fertile  provinces  of 
Ingria,  Livonia,  and  Finland. 

The  fmallnefs  of  his  revenue  was  inade- 
quate even  to  the  purpofes  of  an  ordinary 
prince;  yet  with  this  poverty,  he  managed 
to  execute  fuch  noble  undertakings  as  may 
juftly  have  excited  the  envy  and  admiration 

of 
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of  the  moft  wealthy  fovereign.  During  the 
long  fpace  of  twenty  years,  he  waged  a  glo- 
rious war  againft  Sweden  in  the  zen)th  of  her 
fame;  Perfia  next  felt  his  ftrong  arm.  In 
the  raidft  of  thefe  turbulent  and  warlike 
fcenes,  which  would  have  engroffed  the  whole 
attention  of  more  confined  abilities,  he  pof- 
fefled  fufficient  time  and  refources  to  unite 
great  cities  by  canals,  to  eftabli(h  manufac- 
tories, to  provide  for  the  payment  of  an  im- 
menfe  army,  and  to  remunerate  the  fervice$ 
of  fkilful  and  induftrious  ftrangers.  A  deep 
infight  into  the  charader  of  different  nations^ 
formed  a  confiderable  part  of  thofe  riches 
which  thus  enabled  him  to  improve  his  ac« 
quired  and  hereditary  patrimony.  To  thofe 
ftrangers  who  belonged  to  prodigal  nations, 
bis  generofity  may  be  almofl  faid  to  dege* 
nerate  into  extravagance;  whilft  to  others 
of  oppoHte  national  features,  he  dealt  out  his 
rewards  with  a  moft  fparing  hand*  But  in 
this  apparent  inequality  of  treatment  may  be 
traced  the  lines  of  policy,  though  not  per- 
haps of  juftice:  for,  the  fums  which  he  gave 
to  the  ufe  of  the  fpendthiift  did  not  exceed 
his  real  expcnces,  while  his  fcanty  allowance 
to  the  mifer  reftrained  his  avarice  within  the 
bounds  of  moderation ;  fo  that  neither  cha- 
rader (hould  wifh,  nor  be  able  to  change  their 
abode  from  a  fuperabundance  of  riches. 

S  f  4  The 


6^2  HISTORY  OF  THE 

The  Czar  frequently  gratified  the  wilhes 
of  his  fubjefts,  and  ftrangers  attached  to  the 
Ruffian  fervice,  in  (landing  god-father  to  their 
children.  But  if  cuftom  had  irapofed  on  him 
the  neceffity  of  accompanying  this  high  ho* 
nour  with  magnificent  prefents,  there  can  be 
very  little  doubt  that  from  his  occonomical 
fpirit  he  would  have  been  tempted  to  refufe 
their  requefts.  Averfe  to  rejeft  their  foil- 
citations,  but  at  the  fame  time  careful  not  to 
diminifli  his  treafury  by  any  extraordinary 
gifts,  he  at  laft  obviated  every  pecuniary  im- 
pediment, by  the  uniform  rule  of  never 
giving  more  than  a  kifs  and  a  rouble  to  the 
wife  of  a  common  foldier,  while  a  ducat  wa« 
obliged  to  content  the  wiihes  of  the  mothers 
of  the  firft  diftinaion. 

"When  the  fevere  frugality  of  the  Czar  en*- 
abled  him  to  prevent  that  neceflary  but 
odious  weed,  taxation,  from  fpringing  with 
too  quick  a  growth  in  the  garden  of  the 
Hate ;  the  well-earned  harveft  of  his  labours 
might  be  reaped  in  the  love  and  gratitude  of 
his  people.  But  the  mafter  of  the  Ruffian 
empire  defcended  into  a  fordid  meannefs, 
when  he  appeared  in  mended  fhoes  and 
patched  (lockings  j  while  the  moft  zealous 
admirers  of  ftate  oeconomy  cannot  efteem 
that  pradice  a  public  faving,  which  led  him 
to  borrow,  or  rather  to  feiz.e,  th?  wig  of  the 

firft 
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firfl  noblenvin  who  approached,  whenever  he 
felt  his  head  incommoded  by  the  coidnefs  of 
the  weather  '*• 

As  the  capricioufnefs  of  his  temper  and  the 
defire  to  teftify  the  good  efFedls  of  example 
prevailed,  he  fhewed  himfelf  ignorant  orcare- 
lefs  of  thofe  laws  which  are  fo  rigoroufly  ob- 
ferved  by   fovereif^ns  in    general.       In    the 
neighbourhood  of  Iftia,  where  a  large  forge 
was  eftablifhed,  Peter  had  refided  a  month  for 
the  benefit  of  drinking  the  chalybeate  waters* 
His  aClive  mind,  which  grafped  at  every  kind 
of  knowledge,  led  him  to  give  fome  portion 
to  the  trade  of  a  fmith  ;  and  fuch  was  his  pro- 
ficiency, that,  with  the  aid  of  the  Boyars,  and 
other  noblemen  of  his  train,  who  were  obliged 
to  perform  on  this  Angular  occafion  the  menial 
offices  of  journeymen  blackfmiths,  he  could 
foon  boaft  of  having  forged  eighteen  poods 
of  iron  (the  pood  is  equal  to  thirty  Englifli 
pounds)  with  his  own  hands.     On  his  return 
to  Mofcow,  he  called  on  the  mafter  of  the 
forge,  commended  his  manufafture,  and  de- 
manded **  how  much  he  affigned  to  a  mafter 
workrtiaii  for  a  bar  of  wrought  iron,  weigh* 
ing  thirty  pounds  ?"  "  An  altine,**  was  the  an-- 

■*  In  the  church  of  Dantaiclc,  aod  in  the  time  of  divine 
Service,  the  chief  burgomafter  experienced  this  pgUte  treaimad 
from  the  familiar  Czar,  doubtJcrs  to  the  no  fmall  allonifli* 
jjient  of  the  gr^v?  audience.    Sec  Anecd,  xli.  p.  33. 
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fwcr  of  the  unfufpicious  proprieton     "  Very 
well/*  replied  the  whimfical  C'zar;  "  my  Ja- 
bours  at  your  forge  equal  the  value  of  eigh- 
teen altines,  and  I  exped  an  immediate  pay- 
ment/'    The  a(loni(hed  mafter,  afhamed  not 
to  eflimate  the  exertions  of  hi^  royal  workman 
above  their  real   value,  prefented*  him  with 
eighteen  ducats  as  a  reward  for  his  unex- 
pedcd  fervices.     "  Take  back  your  ducats/' 
faid  the  monarch,  *^  and  pay  me  the  ufual 
price ;  for  my  labours,  if  they  equal,  do  not 
iurpafs  other  blackfmiths.  With  the  payment 
of  the  common  wages,  I  (hall  purchafe  my  lelf 
a  pair  of  (hoes,  for  which  you  fee  my  want 
'  is  urgent/'     He  then  left  the  matter,  to  make 
bis  purchafe.     It  was  his   delight   to  weaT 
them,  and  to  obferve  with  a  vifible  fatisfac- 
tion  of  countenance,  **  Here  are  (hoes,  which, 
I  may  truly  fay,  have  been  gained  by  the 
fweat  of  my  brow  '*•" 

Th<j 


.  •*  Perhapsy  if  the  Czar  had  been  ftriAly  attentive  to  the 
rules  of  juftice,  he  ftioulJ  have  diftributed  a  portion  of  his 
gains  among  his  fellow-afliftants,  but  their  awkwardnefs,  in 
his  opinion,  might  abridge  their  reward. — But  this  is  not 
the  only  inftance  which  can  be  quoted^  where  he  ccafed  to 
remember  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  and  where  the  real  or 
fancied  advantage  of  benefiting  his  country  by  hisinduftrious 
example  cannot  be  allowed  with  any  propriety  to  extenuate 
the  offence.  Hear  the  words  of  Gordon  :  *♦  In  winter  he 
has  been  feveral  times  feen  in  a  common  hired  Qcdgc  ;  and 
as  it  would  Ibmetimes  happen,  that  Kc  had  not  three  pencq 

(the 
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The  fanguin^ry  and  violent  ej^ercifc  of 
the  chafe,  which  may  be  confidered  as  th^ 
firft  of  royal  exercifes,  and  the  moft  ruinous 
to  the  property  of  the  fubjed,  where  oivili-^ 
zation  has  not  arrived  to  any  ftate  of  matu-* 
rity,  was  viewed  with  an  eye  of  indifference 
or  rather  averfion  by  Peter,  who  defpifed 
every  amufement  which  could  not  preferva 
fome  connexion  with  the  improvement  of 
his  mind,  or  with  the  improvement  of  his 
people ;  yet  the  vaft  forefts  which  overfpread 
P^uffia  might  have  permitted  him  to  indulge 
the  chafe,  without  the  fmalleft  invafion  on 
the  rights  of  his  fubjeft.  Inftead  however  of 
having  fome  great  domeftic  officer  appointed 
over  the  royal-  train  of  hunting;  after  the 
faftiion  of  European  princes,  he  kept  only  a 
few  gamekeepers  to  furnifh  his  table  with 
game,  and  one  or  two  furveyors  to  mark  the 
timber  in  the  forefts  of  the  environs,  and  pay 
pirticular  attention  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  oaks.  When  once  invited  to  a  hunting- 
p^rty,  he  thqs  reprehended  the  fport  in  the 
grave  and  manly  language  of  a  legiilator  and 
herof:  *^  Hunt,  hunt,  gentlemen,  as  long  as 


^the  fare),  he  has  more  than  once  afked  the  loan  of  thlj 
inoney    tropi   an   accidental  ftra;igeri"    vol.  ii.  Append. 
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you  plcafe,  and  make  war  upon  wild  beafts : 
but  be  afTured)  it  is  an  amufement  of  wbich 
I  (hall  never  partake,  as  long  as  I  have  ene* 
xnies  to  conquer,  and  refraSory  fubjedls  to 
govern."  If  he  had  always  thus  aded  and 
exprefled  himfelf,  the  ungracious  talk  of 
marking  the  irregular  courfes  of  this  RuiBan 
meteor  would  never  have  been  impofed  on  us 
in  the  progrefs  of  our  work. 

From  the  patriotic  fear  that  he  might  lofe 
fome  ideas  advantageous  to  the  ftate,  the  Czar 
turned  a  willing  ear  to  all  who  appeared  be* 
fore  him  as  projedtors.  If  the  merit  of  their 
propofal  could  not  be  afcertained  without  a 
variety  of  experiments,  fuch  operations  were 
performed  by  men  of  approved  Ikill,  not  only 
by  his  orders,  but  under  his  immediate  infpec- 
tion.  When  the  projcdt  was  deemed  worthy 
of  adoption,  the  author  was  bound  by  the 
tics  of  gratitude  to  ftyle  Peter  hiis  benefador ; 
and  he  ftill  had  reafon  to  praife  his  liberality, 
even  if  the  event  of  the  experiment  did  not 
correfpond  with  his  wiflies.  In  all  defigns 
which  promoted  the  moft  diftant  hopes  of  in- 
creafing  the  national  honour,  the  wifdom  of 
Peter  manifcfted  a  juft  contempt  for  oecono- 
my.  It  was  a  fentiment  fit  to  be  entertained 
by  a  great  monarch,  that  in  the  fuccefs  of 
one  ufeful  projedor  was  to  be  found  an  ade- 
quate 
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quate  compenfation  for  the  failure  of  all  thofe 
who  had  experienced  his  favours  *\ 

That  nation  muft  be  extremely  irregular 
and  various  in  its  advances  to  perfedion, 
under  the  diredion  of  a  fovereign  who  leaves 
his  condud  at  times  to  fiuduate  betweea 
impetuofity  and  defpotifm.  In  moft  of  the 
adions  of  the  Czar,  this  great  blemifh  is  to  be 
difcerned  ;  that,  in  his  endeavours  to  diffufe  aa 
emulation  of  knowledge  among  his  fubjeds, 
he  puflied  his  zeal  to  fuch  an  arbitrary  height^ 
that  oftentimes  an  unconquerable  abhorrence 
was  felt  and  exprefTed  for  the  purfuits  of  a 
fcience  which  would  have  given  amufemeoC 
and  inftrudibn,  if  his  proceedings  had  been 
reilrained  within  the  limits  of  moderation. 
After  this  indefatigable  prince,  in  his  firft 
vifit  to  Holland,  had  toiled  with  the  axe  and 
faw  of  the  (hip- carpenter,  for  the  fatisfadion 
of  beholding  the  commercial  wheels  of  his 
ftate*machine  move  with  a  quicker  circula- 
tion, he  then,  for  his  own  pleafure,  fought  to  - 
handle  the  more  delicate  inftruments  of  fu^- 
gery.  This  amufement  of  a  leifure  hour  was 
purfued  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  in  a  (hort 
time  he  was  enabled  to  perform  feveral  fur- 
gical  operations,  with  a  iteadinefs  and  dex- 
terity of  hand  that  merited  the  praife  of  his 

*^  Levcfqucji  torn.  y.  p.  i88,  i2g, 

inftfudor. 
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inftrudor^  the  celebrated  anatomift  Ituf fch^ 
It  once  happened  that  the  love  of  this  fcience 
kd  him  to  the  anatomical  cabinet  of  Boer* 
haave,  where,  among  other  curious  fubjedis 
expofed  for  the  ftudent^s  obfervation,  was  a 
body  prepared  and  moiftened  with  the  fpirit 
cf  therbetine.      The  unexpeded  f^ht,  and 
the  ftrong  fmell,  produced  fuch  an  effed  oft 
the  more  delicate  ilomachs  of  fome  of  his  at- 
tendants, that  they  inftantly  betrayed  all  the 
fymptoms  of  approaching  ficknefs.    Our  own 
feelings  would  teach  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
humanity  of  the  fovereign,  on  perceiving  their 
diftrefs,  would    have  endeavoured  to  afford 
them  immediate  relief  by  difpenfing  with  their 
attendance:  but  to  make  civilized  feeling  our 
guide  on  this  occafion,  would  be  to  deftroy 
truth,  a  jewel  of  the  mod  bright  and  lading 
colour  in  the  hiftorical  crotvn.     The  defpot» 
(for  in  this  inftance  his  claims  to  that  title  are 
inconteftible,)  to  overawe  an  averfion  fo  na- 
tural, had  recourfe  to  the  fhocking,  but  fome 
may  perhaps  think,  decifive  method  of  forcing 
each  of  them  to  bite  a  mufcle  of  the  body" 

which 

'•  //  leur  ordonna  dc  mordre  chacun  un  mufcle  de  ct  corta  differ 
que  ;  si  iCj  avoU  pas  a  balancer,  ils  oheirent,  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  iti« 
p.  158. — It  mjift  be  obvious  fco  all  who  have  fo  far  perufed 
the  private  life  of  Peter,  that  the  attachment  of  his  fubje£^s 
would  have  been  more  ftrong>  if  he  had  tempered  his  feve- 
rity  with  the  lead  indulgence  to  their  prejudices  or  inclina* 
lions.  ^The  admirers  of  the  Emperor  would  not  have  found 

occafioa 
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V(fh\ch  had  created  in  them  fuch  vifible  emo- 
tions of  difguft.     Where  fuch  abufe  of  power 
reigns,  it  is  vaiii  to  exped  that  the  tide  of 
civilization  can  flow  on  in  a  pure  and  unin- 
terrupted courfe. 

His  paffion  for  furgery  returned  with  re- 
doubled violence  on  his  arrival  in  Ruffia. 
Few  operations  of  confequence  were  per- 
formed in  the  hofpitak  at  which  he  wa^ 
not  prefent,  in  the  different  though  equally 
dreaded  charaders  of  fpe6:ator  and  afliftant* 
Among  the  females  honoured  with  an  opera<- 
tion  by  the  hand  of  the  Emperor,  was  the 
wife  of  a  Dutch  merchant,  who  held  a  high 
place  in  his  favour.  The  report  had  reached 
the  furgical  Czar,  that  ihe  laboured  under 
a  dropfy,  and  yet  was  averfe  to  the  ne- 
ccffary  operation  of  tapping.  Eager  to 
difplay  his  kindnefs  and  fkill,  he  made  her 
a  vi(it,  and  his  perfuafipn,  or  rather  his  com- 
mands, for  it  is  very  difficult  to  diftinguifli 
One  from  the  other  in  his  government,  at  hft 


occafion  perhaps  to  bewail  fo  often  his  brutal  and  violent . 
tyrannjt  if  he  had  call  his  eye  on  that  fage  reflexion  which 
the  Emperor  Julian  puts  into  the  mouth  of  old  Silenus,  in  his 
celebrated  fable  of  the  Cxfars:    **  Oj  yap  ir»  an  hnrbn,  Sn 

««F,  *F  i»  raw  fiM^oavf,  i^cffiy  avla;  wwSo^twf."  See  Julian!  Opera; 
Lipfisc,  16,6  5  p.  314* 


wrung; 
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wrung  from  her  a  very  unwilling  obedience 
to  his  wifhes.  The  patient  fealed  her  com* 
piiance  with  her  life.  But  the  abilities  of 
the  imperial  operator  were  refcued  from  all 
difgrace,  by  the  defpicable  voice  ot  flattery 
vehemeatly  exclaiitiing,  that  the  propreft  of 
her  difeafe  had  been  fo  much  increaied  by 
long  negle£t,  as  to  baffle  the  exertions  of  all 
human  fktIU 

Every  ftudy  allied  to  ufeful  knowledge  is 
entitled  to  fome  degree  of  notice  from  the 
monarch,  who.  profeOes  to  place  his  happi* 
nefs  in  the  improvement  of  his  people;  but 
his  curiofity  is  no  longer  laudable^  nay, 
rather  becomes  the  fecret  object  of  ridicule 
and  impontion,  when  it  occupies  too  large  a 
portion  of  his  time.  In  the  ciofe  attention  of 
the  Czar  to  the  different  branches  of  furgery, 
he  forgot  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  without 
benefiting  his  people.  Not  content  with  the 
difllflion  of  the  human  body,  he  ftill  farther 
debafed  his  elevated  ftation  by  becoming  a 
dentift  ;  and  in  that  charader,  the  audacity  of 
.  one  of  his  domeftics  prepared  for  him  the 
Ihame  of  making  him  the  inftrument  of  his 
revenge.  The  Have  had  conceived  that  the 
chaftity  of  his  wife  was  doubtful ;  and  unfor- 
tunately for  the  fufpefled  partner  of  his  bed, 
he  had  not  obtained  fuch  an  happy  afcen* 
dancy  over  his  pa  (Sons,  as  to  view  the  real 

or 
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or  imaginary  offence  with  the  cotnpofure  and 
forgivenefs  of  a  philofopher.  He  therefore 
dreiled  up  his  countenance  in  artificial  for* 
row  when  he  next  appeared  before  the  Czar^ 
and  told  him,  on  bis  inquiring  the  caufe,  that 
he  had  been  lamenting  the  ilrange  obftinacy 
of  his  wife,  who  was  troubled  with  a  raging 
tooth-ache,  and  yet  would  not  confent  to  be 
releafed  from  her  pain.  The  credulous  (b- 
vereign,  delighted  with  this  opportunity  of 
exercifmg  his  pelican,  haftened  to  the  unfuf- 
fering  female,  compelled  her  to  be  feated,  ex- 
amined her  mouth,  then  fixed  on  the  fup- 
pofed  caufq  of  her  pain,  and,  deaf  to  her  en- 
treaties and  remonftrances,  performed  the 
operation*  Some  days  aifterwards,  the  Czar 
difcovered  he  had  been  ferving  the  cruel  ma«- 
lice  of  his  fervant ;  and  he  muft  have  fecretly 
blufhed  at  the  remembrance  of  his  own  folly 
and  raflinefs,  when  he  chaftifed  the  audacity 
c^  this  menial. 

Few  perhaps  would  wifli  to  become  fo- 
vereigns,  if  they  were  obliged  to  perform  the 
Tarious  labours  of  the  firft  Emperor  <^  Ruf* 
fia.  All  kinds  of  occupations  were  contained 
in  the  fphere  of  his  aftivity.  In  that  leifure 
which  he  enjoyed  from  the  rigorous  meafure- 
ment  or  denial  of  fleep,  his  mind  was  left  free 
and  open  for  literary  labours ;  and  among  the 
T  t  fruits 
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fruits  of  his  mental  induftry,  his  treatifes  on 
Maritime  Affairs'',  and  his  tranflations  of  the 
Architedlure  of  Sebaftian,  Le  Clerc  Plumier's 
Art  of  a  Turner  **,  a  Syftem  of  Mechanics^ 
and  Sturm's  Method  of  conftruding  Sluices 
and  Canals,  will  ever  be  confidered  as  honour- 
able proofs  of  his  morning  and  evening  ap-* 
plication.  Nor  is  the  minute  diligence  with 
•which  he  examined  the  verfions  of  thofe  men, 
whom  he  had  feleded  to  interpret  the  words 
and  thoughts  of  foreign  writers  into  his  ver- 
nacular tongue,  lefs  deferving  of  our  applaufe. 
But  unlefs  he  had  himfeif  been  indefatigable 
in  the  infpedion  of  their  undertakings,  their 
fervile  difpofitions  might  have  prefented 
an  infurmountable  bar  to  the  efforts  and  im- 
provements of  his  people.  He  had  em- 
ployed a  monk  of  fome  abilities  in  the  tranf- 
ation  of  Puffendorf's  Introduction  to  the 
Hiftory  of  European  States ;  who,  unmind- 
ful of  the  facred  importance  of  truth,  and 
prompted  only  by  the  mean  paflions  of  fear 
or  intereft,  had  defignedly  omitted  a  paffage 
where  the  Swedifh  hiftorian  laflied  the  cha- 
rader  of  the  Ruffians  with  all  the  vigour  of 
independence.    He  prefented  his  imperfed: 

••  FontencUe,  Eloge  du  Czar  Pierre  I.  p.  238. 
*°  Strahlenberg  bears  witnefs  to  his  flull  in  turnerfy  gua-> 
nery,  and  naral  architedure)  p.  237. 

work 
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work  to  the  prince  *\  who  foon  difcovered 
his  filence  on  the  offenlive  paflage,  and  his 
general  attempt  to  involve  the  fenfe  of  the 
author,  whenever  inglorious  to  his  nation,  iA 
the  fmoke  of  obfcurity.  After  the  monarch 
had  feverely  reprehended  his  wilful  mifcoa- 
dudi,  and  commanded  him  to  render  his  ver« 
(ion  more  faithful,  he  was  difmiiTed  from  his 
prefence  with  this  wife  and  emphatic  injuno- 
tion :  ^^  Remember,  it  is  not  flattery,  but  in- 
ftru£tion  which  I  wifh  my  fubjeds  to  find  in 
the  perufal  of  this  work :  for  it  is  only  by  ac* 
quainting  themfelves  with  the  real  fentiments 
of  foreigners  that  they  can  hope  to  corred  their 
errors,  and  to  appreciate  my  endeavours  to 
fix  the  national  charafter  in  the  efteem  and 
refped  of  Europe." 

In  the  courfe  of  Peter's  life,  we  have  had 
frequent  occafions  to  admire  the  greatnefs  and 
goodnefs  of  his  a&ions  when  his  paiEons 
were  under  the  dominion  of  reafon :  and  we 
can  imagine  that  the  Emperor  would  have 
arrived  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  private  and 
public  virtue ;  would  have  blended  in  his  cha- 
rader  the  wifdom  of  the  fage  with  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  prince,  if  his  early  days,  when 
the  pafBons  float  loofe  and  carelefs  on  the 

*'  A  part  of  his  letfiire  was  always  devoted  ta  the  peraA^ 
and  ftudy  of  philofophers  and  hiftorians.  See  Theophancs 
Bpod  Confett,  p.  jij^. 

Tta  furface 
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furface  of  life,  and  therefore  moft  eafy  to  re- 
ceive any  imprellion  proper  or  improper,  had 
received  the  advantages  of  a  good  education. 
The  confeflion  of  the  renowned  Socrates  pre- 
fents  a  ftrildng  example  how  much  art  caa 
overcome  nature ;  how  much  the  moft  dis- 
orderly and  vicious  propenfities  may  be 
changed  into  a  pure  benevolence  by  inftruc- 
tion :  and  Peter,  when  he  yielded  not  to  the 
paflions  of  the  moment,  (hews  us  that  he 
could  almoft  realize  his  claims  to  our  ideal 
excellence.  We  ihall  clofe  the  details  of  his 
private  life  with  the  relation  of  an  adventure^ 
rendered  interefting  from  the  plan  of  opera- 
tion and  the  celebrated  names  of  its  adors ; 
the  plot  and  cataftrophe  of  which  was  de- 
figned  by  the  Czar. 

An  envoy  of  Poland,  on  his  return  to  Dres- 
den, had  flopped  at  an  inn  in  Courland, 
where  he  witneffed  a  quarrel  between  foroe 
common  people  inflamed  with  liquor.  One 
of  them,  more  injured,  or  more  perhaps  the 
objeft  of  particular  abufe,  declared  that,  if 
circumftances  permitted,  he  could  obtain  the 
protedion  of  perfons  of  fuch  confequence  as 
would  teach  them  to  repent  the  infolence 
of  their  prefent  language.  Thefe  boaftful 
words  attrafted  the  notice  of  the  envoy,  who^ 
on  a  more  clofe  furvey  of  the  angry  fpeaker^ 
fancied  he  recognized,  through  his  beggarly 

garments 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  645 

garments  and  ruftic  demeanouri  fome  refem* 
blance  to  the  wife  of  the  Czar.  Defirous  to 
know  the  condition  of  a  perfon  whofe  ex- 
ternal appearance  fo  ill  correfponded  with  his 
threats^  he  learned  that  he  was  a  Poliih  or  Li* 
thuanian  peafant,  who  ienred  in  the  ftables  .of 
an  inn. 

The  fingularity  of  their  meeting,  and  his 
likenefs  to  Catharine,  induced  the  envoy  to 
make  him  the  fubjeA  of  a  letter  to  one  of 
his  friends  at  St.  Peterfburg.  This  letter,  by 
defign  or  accident,  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  Czar,  whofe  curiofity  was  fo.much  a*- 
roufed  by  the  account,  that  he  ordered  prince 
Repnin,  governor  of  Riga,  to  make  diligent 
fearch  after  Charles  Skavroniki»  for  fuch  was 
the  name  of  this  myfterious  ftranger,  and  to 
entice  him  into  his  government.  Skavronfkt 
was  foon  entangled  in  the  net  prepared  for 
him,  came  into  Livonia,  and^  as  a  fufpicioua 
charaAer,  was  arretted  and  conveyed  to  St. 
Peterfburg* 

Committed  to  the  care  of  the  general  of  the 
police,  he  underwent  repeated  examinations, 
but  ilill  beheld  no  profped  of  his  deliverance. 
The  perfons  appointed  to  gain  his  confidence 
obtained  from  him  what  little  he  knew  con- 
cerning his  birth.  According  to  his  relation, 
he  had  preferved  fome  confuied  remembrance 
Qf  a  filler ;  he  knew  that  ibe  had  been  made 
T  t  3  prifoner 
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prifoncr  at  Maricnbourg,  and  believed  her  en- 
gaged in  the  fervice  of  fome  noble  Rufliaa 
family.  He  had  even  formerly  heard  it  re- 
ported (he  had  become  the  miftrefs  of  Chere* 
metef,  or  Mentchikoflf;  in  fad,  he  believed 
himfelf  related  to  the  concubine  of  a  great 
lord;  and  his  menaces  to  his  companions 
ipight  have  proceeded  from  the  fenfe  of  her 
Elevation. 

His  new  friends  pretended  to  lament  the 
idjuftice  of  his  confinement ;  and  made  him 
fenfible  that  his  hopes  of  deliverance  virere 
very  precarious,  unlefs  he  could  addrefs  the 
Emperor  in  perfon:  virhile  they  comforted 
him  by  the  afiurance  that  his  cafe  (hould  be 
reprefented  in  a  memorial  to  the  prince. 
During  the  time  that  his  mind  was  diverted 
by  their  profeflions  of  friendlhip,  the  anxious 
Czar  was  apprized  of  all  his  anfwers,  and  had 
difpatched  a  confidential  meflenger  into  Cour« 
land  to  gather  every  information  relative  to  the 
paft  events  of  his  life.  When  he  was  poflefled 
of  the  neceflary  information  for  elucidating  the 
bufinefs,  he  ordered  the  fuppofed  criminal  to  be 
introduced  to  him  after  dinner^  at  the  houfe 
of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  palace  namc4' 
Stcheplef.  The  interrogations  were  made  by 
the  monarch  himfelf,  and  the  defired  inter- 
view was  terminated  by  the  royal  promife  of 
attention  to  his  affair. 

la 
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.  In  the  evening,  Peter  related  to  his  Em- 
prefs  how  much  he  had  been  entertained  at 
the  houfe  of  Stcheplef,  and  exprefTed  a  wifli 
that  ihe  (hould  furprife  him  with  her  com* 
pany  the  next  day.  His  invitation  was  of 
courfe  accepted :  and  Stcheplef  affeded  afto-» 
nifhment  at  the  extraordinary  condefcenfion 
of  his  fovereign. 

When  the  dinner  was  removed,  the  Em* 
prefs  feated  herfelf  at  the  window.  Peter  ap- 
proached her  with  the  young  man,  to  whom 
he  repeated  the  fame  queftions  which  he  made 
the  preceding  evening.  At  each  anfwer,  the 
interefted  Czar  recommended  the  princefs  to 
attend.  After  his  explicit  account  had  fully 
convinced  him  of  his  fraternal  alliance  to  Ca* 
tharine,  he  turned  round  to  the  agitated  Em^ 
prefs,  and  afked,  "  Whether  (he  was  at  a  lofs 
to  perceive  the  tendency  of  this  conference  ?" 
"  But^  but^^ — ^replied  the  difconcerted  wife 
of  the  Emperor,  in  a  faultering  tone  of  voice^ 
while  her  colour  forfook  her  cheeks.  •'  But,'* 
-^interrupted  the  impafiioned  Czar,  "  if  you 
affed  a  duUnefs  of  comprehenfion,  it  is  fuf* 
ficiently  evident  to  me,  that  this  young  man 
is  entitled  to  claim  from  you  all  the  love  of  a 
fifter.  Come,"  faid  the  prince  to  the  afto- 
nifhed  Skavronfki,  ^*  firft  kifs  the  hand  of 
that  lady,  as  the  Emprefs,  and  then  embrace 
\itx  with  all  the  affedion  of  a  brother.'*  Ca-p 
Tt4  tharine 
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tharine  fainted  on  this  xleclaration  fo  mortify- 
ing to  her  vanity.  The  Czar  betrayed  all 
the  anxiety  of  the  fondeft  hufband  for  her 
recovery ;  and  afterwards  he  thut  confoled 
her  wounded  pride  :  "  What  evil  is  there  to 
be  defcried  in  this  difcovery  i  It  is  very  ap» 
parent  that  this  man  is  my  brother-in-law  ; 
and  if  he  pofTefles  any  meriti  we  fhall  make 
fomething  of  him/* 

The  happy  brother  remained  fome  time 
in  the  houfe  of  Stcheplef ;  his  tattered  gar- 
ments were  exchanged  for  others  more 
adapted  to  his  prefent  ftate ;  and  men  of 
learning  were  fummoned  to  improve  the  de- 
ficiency of  his  education,  that  his  mind  might 
expand  with  his  good  fortune.  Under  the 
reign  of  his  fitter,  his  profperity  was  confi- 
derable,  his  perfon  invefted  with  the  ribbon 
of  St.  Andrew,  his  name  ennobled  with  the 
title  of  Count,  and  his  charader  highly  re-* 
fpedabU  in  the  eyes  of  the  virtuous*  His 
life  was  pafTed  in  a  happy  retirement;  and 
his  interefl:  with  Catharine  never  exerted  but 
in  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate  *\ 

The 

**  Since  the  acute  and  impartial  criticifin  of  Mr*  Coxe, 
vol.  ii.  note,  p.  278.  feepis  inclined  to  queftionthe  exigence 
of  this  Skavronikiy  this  interefting  ftory  would  have  flood  oa 
a  very  tottering  bads  of  credit^  if  it  could  only  be  found  in 
Voltaire's  Hiftoire  de  Ruflie :  but  Monf.  Levefque  informs 
U5  of  his  own  pofTeflion  of  a  manufcript  copy  of  this  fmgular 

anecdotct 
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The  concluQon  of  the  Emperor's  private 
life  appears  the  mod  fuitable  place  to  draw 
his  charader,  whofe  eftablifhment  of  a  new 
feat  of  empire,  introdudion  of  the  moil  im« 
portant  and  beneficial  changes  in  the  civil 
and  religious  conftitutipn  of  Rufiia,  and  war- 
like achievements,  have  defervedly  affixed  to  ' 
his  name  the  appellation  of  the  GreaU  By 
endeavouring  to  feparate  the  clouds  of  incenfe 
and  obloquy,  in  which  he  has  been  equally 
involved  hy  the  extravagant  fondnefs  of  his 
admirers  and  the  implacable  malice  of  his 
enemies,  we  may  afpire,  with  modefty,  to  the 
arduous  tafk  of  painting  the  virtues  and  vices 
of  this  extraordinary  man,  in  fuch  colours  of 
moderation  and  candour  as  may  ftand  the 
fevereft  fcrutiny  of  hiftorical  truth. 

The  choiceft  gifts  of  nature  were  beftowed 
with  a  moft  liberal  hand  on  the  perfon  and . 
mind  of  the  illuflrious  founder  of  St.  Peterf* 


anecdote^  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  iniert  in  his  Hi£* 
toryy  and  which  I  have  followed :  and  his  evidence  is  always 
marked  with  fuch  acutenefs  and  fidelity  as  to  fatisfy  the 
xnoft  guarded  fufpicion.  See  Hiftoire  de  Ruffie*  torn.  v. 
p.  195— i^S.—Chantrcau,  who  relates  this  anecdote,  with 
fome  flight  variations,  prefaces  his  ftoiy  by  informing  his 
readersythat  this  fraternal  djfcovery  of  Peter  is  a  confirmed 
thing,  vnt  chofe  averie^  at  St.  Peterfburg ;  and  concludes^  by 
f:iytng  that  Skavronfki  has  been  *^  la  fouche  d'une  maiioii 
qui  figure  aduellement  parmi  les  plus  dUUngu^es  de  la  Ruf- 
fle j'*  tom.ii.  p.  65— 7a. 

burg. 
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burg.      His  figure   was   tall,  graceful,  and 
commandiog ;  his  deporrment  eafy  and  dig* 
nified;    bis  eye   gracious  and   penetratiog; 
and  on  his  countenance  was  marked,  in  ftrong 
charafkers,  that  unfhaken  fortitude  and  acute 
comprehendon,  which    impreifed    even    his 
friends  with  awe,  his  enemies   with  terror. 
Negleded  in  his  education,  yet  he  inherited 
from  nature  a  quick  difcernment,  and  manly 
elocution,  which  he  knew  how  to  exert,  when- 
*ever  the  occafion  called,  with  the  happieft 
efife£t.     Both  his  purpofes  and  difpofition  in*, 
vited  him  to  defcend  from  the  unfocial  great* 
nefs  of  the  throne,  and  to  participate  in  all  the 
pleafures  and  comforts  of  familiar  intercourfe. 
But  many  years  elapfed  before  the  royal  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  a  court,   fo   deeply 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  vain  forms  of 
eaftern  pride  and  fplendour.    By  this  affocia- 
tion  with  the  higheft  and  lowed  ranks,  and 
judicious  franknefs  and  affability,  he  fecured 
the  affedions  of  the  people,  without  feeming 
to  court  their  favour.     The  licentious  voijci'e 
of  fadion  has  dared  to  difpute  the  fincerity  of 
his  friend  (hip ;  but  the  celebrated  names  of 
Le  Fort  and  Mentchikoff*  need  only  be  pro* 
nounced,  to  filence  its  boldeft  calumnies. 

In  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  the  moft  com- 
plicated that  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  a 
great  monarchy  the  adivity  of  his  mind  and 

body 
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body  was  equally  wonderful.  In  the  fame 
day,  this  reformer  of  his  country  was  em- 
ployed in  the  labours  of  trade,  in  the  purfuits 
of  literature,  in  the  formation  of  laws,  in  the 
decifions  of  juftice,  and  in  the  plan  and  execu-* 
tion  of  victorious  engagements  by  land  and 
by  fea*  In  fummer  or  winter,  peace  or  war, 
his  exertions  were  equally  unexampled  and 
unimpaired  ;  and  fuch  was  the  celerity  of  his 
journeys,  that  his  fubjeds,  not  more  than  his 
foes,  have  beheld  with  attoniftiment  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Czar,  when  they  fuppofed  him  at 
the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  empire  *\ 

It  might  be  with  juflice  imagined^  that 
fuch  minute  and  prepofterous  diligence  would 
defeat  the  ends  propofed,  by  introducing  con- 
fufion  arid  error  where  regularity  and  method 
alone  (hould  prefide ;  but  Peter  poiTeflfed  the 
rare  art  of  direding  his  attention  to  (mall  as 

*'  In  a  public  dtfcourfe  compofed  and  pronounced  by 
TheophaneS)  we  are  pleafcd  to  behold  the  gratitude  and  pa» 
triotifm  of  the  learned  archbifliop  thus  celebrate,  with  honeft 
zeal,  the  firm,  daring,  and  indefatigable  fpirit  of  his  Em- 
peror. **  Equidem  fcimus,  infrai^um  animum  tuum  non 
concuti  terroribus,  non  deficere  in  adverfis,  non  trepidare 
ad  belli  tonitrua;  videmus  enim  te  ob  noftra  commoda 
omnibus  tuis  commodls  perpetuo  renuntiaiTe,  frigus  ct  aftum 
perferre,  longa  et  difficili a  itinera  fufcipcre,  per  medias  acies 
ignefque  volitare  ;  et  quid  non  agere,  quos  labores,  qua  de- 
fugere  pericula>"  Vide  Panegyricus  de  Viaori4  a  Petro  E. 
Imp,  in  Suec.  Excrcit.  rcportata,  A.  D*  1709 ;  Jun.  xxvi. 

well 
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well  as  great  objedls,  with  a  degree  of  pre- 
cifian   and   difpatch  of  which  his   igooraot 
people  had  little  or  no  conception ;  and  his 
plans  were  no  lefs  formed  to  affed  Ruflia  in 
her  prefent  than  future  date.     Even   thofe 
who  were  the  mod  obnoxious  to  his  meafures 
had  the  generofity  to  allow,  that  he  had  a 
head  to  conceive  and  a  hand  to  execute  de- 
figns,  apparently  mod  impradicable,  without 
being  intimidated  by  the  hatred  of  a  power- 
ful fadion,  or  by  the  clamours  of  a  fupcrfti- 
tious  multitude  *\ 

By  the  confefiion  of  his  enemies,  (and 
their  praife  fuperfedes  all  other  panegyric,) 
he  difplayed  in  the  field  the  uncommon  talent 
of  blending  promptitude  and  courage  of  ac« 
tion  with  the  keened  penetration  in  the  deci- 
iions  of  the  council.  The  threatening  wari<>* 
nefs  of  Fabius,  and  the  impetuous  bravery  of 

*♦  Bifhop  Bamet»  who  had  frequent  opportunities  of  con- 
verfing  with  Peter,  when  in  England*  obferves,  *'  that  he 
feemed  deiigpied  by  nature  rather  to  be  a  fhip-carpent^r 
than  a  great  prince."  Sec  his  Hiftory  of  his  own  time» 
Lond.  17539  p*  307.  VI  am  apt  to  think  that  the  admirers  of 
the  prelate  of  Sarum  will  not  quote  this  pafTage  as  a  proof 
of  his  political  difcernment.  Even  the  royal  Frederic,  who 
is ,  fo  flow  to  perceive  his  merits*  fo  quick  to  expoie  his 
faults*  draws  a  much  higher  charader  of  him  than  tl^ 
bilhop :  "  Pierre  I.  mourut  dans  ces  circonftances,  laiflant 
dans  le  monde  plutot  la  reputation  d'ua  homme  extraordi- 
naire, que  d'un  grand  homme*  et  couvranties  cruautes  d'ua 
tiran  des  vertues  d'un  legiflateur.'*  Hill*  de  la  Maifon  dc 
Brandenboiu-g. 

7  Scipio^ 
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Scipio,  were  qualities  he  could  affume  with 
equal  dexterity  and  fuccefs  for  the  fafety  or 
glory  of  his  empire. 

To  his  genius  therefore,  and  not  to  his 
fortune,  we  muft  afcribe  thofe  ftriking  and 
permanent  advantages  which  he  gained  over 
the  foreign  and  domeftic  foes  of  his  country. 

A  love  of  fame  inftigated  him  to  all  his 
great  exploits*  And  his  behaviour,  after  the 
decifive  battle  of  Pultowaj  and  critical  (itua- 
tion  on  the  total  defeat  of  his  army  at  Narva^ 
enabled  him  to  convince  the  world,  by  two 
mod  remaikable  examples,  that  he  merited 
the  rare  praife  of  fuftaining  profperity  with 
moderation,  adverfity  with  firmnefs.  Time^ 
that  deftroyer  of  the  proud  trophies  of  con- 
querors, may  crumble  his  vidlories  into  the 
duft ;  but  the  Father  and  Reformer  of  Ruflia 
will  fafely  deride  his  extcemeft  malevolence. 
Thofe  immortal  titles  which  fo  exalt  him 
above  the  level  of  the  common  kings  of  the 
eanh,  he  muft  ever  retain,  as  long  as  the  foos 
of  Ruifia  (hall  be  profperous  by  their  induftry, 
powerful  by  their  army  and  navy,  poliflied 
by  the  love  of  learning,  liberalized  by  the 
pra&ice  of  focial  virtues,  united  at  home,  and 
formidable  abroad  by  the  rapidity  and  extent 
of  their  conquefts.  And,  were  we  lo  fuppofe 
that  he  could  now  cad  a  look  on  his  beloved 
St.  Peterfburg,  in  her  prefent  coloffal  great- 

nefs,^ 
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nefs,  in  the  full  meridian  of  her  civilization, 
in  her  acceflion  of  arts  and  fciencea  and  com— 
piercial  wealth,  he  might,  whilft  gazing  with 
rapture,  exultingly  exclaim ;  '^  As  long  as 
thefe  bright  and  happy  fcenes  of  public  ho- 
nour and  profperity  (hall  crown  this  capital^ 
fo  long  will  my  memory  be  engraven  in  the 
hearts  of  a  grateful  pofterity !" 

Yet  the  folemn  voice  of  truth  conftrains 
us  to  declare  that,  in  an  attentive  examina- 
tion of  the  charader  of  Peter,  there  were  fe- 
veral  qualities  wanting  to  throw  a  luftre  and 
beauty  on  the  whole  appearance   The  prying 
eye  of  malice  will  difcover  that  his  intempe- 
rance, a  vicie  mcft  unbecoming  the  dignity  of 
•  a  monarch,  often  proved  fatal  to  thofe  who 
approached  his  perfon,  or  were  fubjed  to  his 
power ;  and  he  was  once  on  the  brink  of  pro- 
claiming to  his  people,  when  his  reafon  was 
jointly  inflamed  by  the  draughts  of  intoxica* 
tion  and  the  natural  violence  of  his  pafliona, 
that  he  could  praQife  the  fame  raih  barbarity 
upon  his  fearlels  friend  and  monitor  le  Fort, 
as  that  which  has  blafted  the  reputation  of 
Alexander,  and   immortalized  the  virtue  of 
Clytus.     With  equal   truth,  it  may  be  alfo 
obferved,  his  fordid  parfimony  funk  him  into 
the  difgraceful  charader  of  a  mifer.     Hu- 
manity muft  alfo  deplore  that,  in  the  coolneis 
of  his  temper,  he  could  exercife  his  revenge. 

Unhappily, 
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Unhappily,  too  much  regulated  in  his  admini* 
(Iration  by  the  cruel  maxims  and  bloody  ex-- 
amples  of  the  fourth  Ivan,  his  reign  is  fuUied 
by  the  execution  of  many  innocent  viftims ; 
while,  to  eradicate  treafon,  he  often  employed 
the  axe  where  his  bed  inftrument  would  have 
been  forgivenefs. 

After  the  untimely  death  of  the  heroic 
**  Le  Fort,  who  alone  undertook  the  dan- 
gerous office  of  curbing  the  fury  of  his  paP- 
lions,  the  fallies  of  his  rage  became  fo  inftan*- 
taneous  and  terrible,  that  his  courtiers  and  fa- 
vourites might  be  juftificd  perhaps  in  follow- 
ing the  fceptical^  conduct  of  the  Perifian  noble- 
man Ruftan  Kat\,  who  never  departed  from 
the  presence  of  his  dread  fovereign,  without 
afiuring  himfelf  in  his  glafs,  when  he  returned 
to  his  home,  that  his  head  was  ftill  left  oa 
his  (hoiilders  **  J  yet,  when  the  calmer  mo^ 
inents  of  reflection  fucceeded,  the  repentant 
monarch  would  then  break  out  into  this  (in« 
cere  acknowledgment  of  his  imperfedions^ 

**  "  Lc  Fort  ctoit  le  feul  de  fes  favoris  qui  avoit  alors  k 
pouvoir  ou  le  courage  de  Tarr^ter  et  de  lui  reprocher  avec 
fiurce  fes  violences.*'  Lacombe,  p.  363,  363* 

*•  "  Toutes  les  fok,"  faid  this  young  courtier  to  that  in- 
ftrm^ive  travelJer  Sir  John  de  Chardin,  '*  que  j«  for*  dc 
derant  le  roi,  je  tite  fi  j'ai  encore  la  t^te  fur  les  epaules» 
ttyj  regarde  m^mc  dans  le  iniroir»  defque  je  fuis  retrenu 
au  logis.'*  See  Chardin,  Voyages  en  Perfe,  et  autres  Ueux 
del'Orient.  Amft.  1711;  tom.ii.  chap.  ii»  DelanaOuce 
dvL  Gouv^emeroent^  p.  an. 

••Alas, 
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"  Alas,  I  have  reformed  an  empire,  yet  the 
more  arduous  talk  of  my  own  reformatioa 
Hill  remains  incomplete  *^  V* 

The  effe^  of  thefe  ebullitions  of  his  tem- 
per, however  formidable  they  were,  ftill  only 
reached  a  fmall  number  of  his  fubjedls,  who 
found  perhaps  Tome  compenfation  for  all  their 
dangers  in  high  and  lucrative  employments  ; 
vvhile  the  millions  of  an  immenfe  empire  flill 
lived  in  happy  obfcurity,  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  multifarious  labours  ;  and  ages  yet  un- 
born fhall  applaud  the  deliverer  of  Ruffia^ 
whofe  untutored  wifdom  could  burft  the 
chains  of  ignorance,  and  breath«  into  his 
fubjeds  that  happy  fpirit  of  union  and  im- 
provement which  gradually  led  them  to  the 
love  and  cultivation  of  every  civilized  virtue ! 

*7  "  Helas,  j'aurai  pA  reformer  ma  natiooy  et  je  no 
ponrrai  me  reformer  moi-meme  T'  Lacombe*  p.  363.  See 
alfo  Lettres  du  P.  R.  de  Profle,  et  de  M.  De  Voltaire, 
torn.  Uzxiv.  p.  354,  255. 
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ABDBL  AAf^  nominated  by  tvan  IIL  to  the  government  of  Ka« 

•"      zan,  133. 

jBaumder^  feated  by  his  father  on  the  throne  of  Novgorodf  95  ;  diftri- 
butes  appanages  to  the  princes  of  his  blood»  Hid. ;  obtains  a  decifive 
Tidory  over  the  German  merchants  fettled  on  the  month  of  the 
Dwinat  103 ;  by  his  arrogance  finks  into  difgaft»  and  retires  to 
Vladimir,  104 ;  his  return  iblicited  by  the  Novgorodians,  105 ;  and 
alio  by  the  knights  of  Livonia,  IKd* 

Mtumdrova  SlotadOf  a  large  manfion  ereded  by  Ivan  IV«  twenty-foar 
miles  from  the  capitalt  220. 

J^et,  the  father  of  the  great  Peter,  was  ezcommnnicated  by  the  pa- 
triarch Nicon»  425,  note ;  his  defpotic  behaviour  towards  ambana- 
dors,  443 ;  his  improvemenu  in  the  army,  451* 

JOnuif  Ton  of  Peter  the  Great,  his  degenerate  chaniAert  532 ;  Peter 
repents  of  the  rath  fentence  of  his  £ath,  618. 

jU^  wife  of^ahmin*  works  him  up  to  refentment,  134 ;  poilbns  her- 
fcif,  143; 

Adrvw,  uncle  to  Ivan  IV.  flies  to  Novgorod,  160$  claims  to  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  councils  and  armiesf  IftUL }  deftrts  to 
Onchina>  i6i» 

—  Ni^t  a  fecond  falfe  Demetrius,  384 ;  is  fimdioned  by  Sigif* 

mond  kmg  of  Poland,  38  c  |  Chouiiki  advances  to  meet  him*  and  the 
imperial  troops  are  overtnrown.  Hid. ;  purfues  his  deftra&ive  covrfe 
towards  Mofcow,  386 ;  acknowledged  by  Marina  and  her  father  to 
be  the  long4oft  Demetriusy  388 ;  configned  to  the  da^er  by 
Orouflbff  a  xatar  prince,  389 ;  the  throne  claimed  for  hu  inlant 
fon  b^  his  mother  Marina,  he  was  firangled,  and  the  mother  £ed 
in  wt£on9  390* 

jytrJtam  talbm  by  Ivan  IV.  201 ;  foppofed  to  have  been  die  gqieral 
ftaple  of  Perfia,  India,  and  Arabia,  IKi. 

,  attempts  of  the  Ruffians  to  colonise  the  defot  ofy  Uii^  \ 


As^mm^killed  by  the  coafpiratim  againft  the  Coov  ST^ 

AMr,  or  StfoQr,  hischartAer,  78 1  fucceft  of  hit  mat  expe^tiofi,  791 

600,000  Tatars  onder  his  ftaadard»  fM.  %  his  deaths  t07« 
Bmur,  general,  verv  interefting  relttion  of  hit  ori^  made  koown^ea 

hit  folding  for  his  brother,  a  mlllef,  co  dine  with  him,  ci5»  aoccb 
JBMTiifr,  the  great  oppofition  of  the  Rtiffiaas  to  tiierelineuiflimg  theoi^ 

587 ;  the  greateft  beard  eftrtteed  the  braveft  man»  mi. 


Adk  w)t  known  m  RnfiU  itttil  the  tiaM  of  Pe^r  the  Otwlt  f9li 
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ScB  of  i88»ooo  poundf  weight  in  the  town  of  Kremlin*  call  hj  Boris^ 
296 ;  of  433,000  ]X)unds  cad  by  the  Einprefs  Ann,  Sui,^  note. 

BiarmiarUi  their  territories,  1 1« 

Bhule,  the  treichery  of,  by  which  Vladimir  takes  the  town  of  Kicf,  27  j 
for  three  days  receives  marks  of  honour  from  Vladimiry  who  then 
punilhes  his  perfidy  with  death,  ^8. 

BMts,  or  mottotcyla  of  the  Ruffians,  3;;,  note. 

Bogdan  Bef/ki,  account  of,  277  ;  enterprizes  the  fuhverfion  of  the  go- 
vcrjiment  of  Fedor,  ibid» ;  tranfported  to  Nigni  Novgorod,  278. 

Bogdan^  the  father  of  the  falfe  Demetrius,  312. 

Bofifftma  town  and  fortrefs  ereded,  306. 

Borui  Fedorovu%  Goudonouf^  account  of,  279;  his  immenfe  riches,  a,^i\ 
is  elefted  to  fucceed  Fedor,  292  ;  an  example  of  the  feverity  of  his 
juftice,  IHd. ;  refufes  the  rank,  and  demands  a  new  eleflion,  which 
again  devolves  on  him,  293 ;  yields  himfelf  to  accept  the  throne, ciSiV.; 
marches  againd  the  Krimean  khan,  who  fubmits  on  his  approach, 
294;  pompous  difplay  of  his  forces  to  the  Tatars,  295 ;  he  returns 
to  Mofdow  its  a  conaueror,  ibid, ;  at  his  inauguration  declares  that 
none  of  his  fubjedts  inould  want,  and  makes  a  vow  of  abolilhing  all 
capital  punilhments,  296 ;  his  fuperflition,  to  which  his  only  (on 
fell  a  facHfice,  ilnd, ;  his  letter  of  thanks  to  queen  Elizabeth  for  her 
offer  of  fending  over  a  young  lady  to  match  with  fome  of  his  fa- 
mily, 29^,  note;  procures  mathematicians,  officers,-  phyficians, 
and  apothecaries,  from  Germany  and  England,  299 ;  fends  fixteen 
youths  of  noble  origin  to  different  countries  for  improvement*  and 
advantafiTies  derived  therefrom,  3.00;  his  magnificence  at  receiving 
the  brother  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  301  ;  the  death  of  the  Danifh 
prince,  Vfid^ ;  dreadful  effeds  of  famine,  ibid. ;  bands  of  robbers  cfe- 
feat  the  aVmy  feot  againft  them,  303  ;  are  afterwards  defeated,  JC4; 
he  introduces  German  officers  into  his  army,  306  ;  his  private  ma- 
Kce  and  public  oppreffion,  367  ;  his  hatred  to  the  houfe  of  Ro- 
manoff 309;  his  alarm  refpedling  the  falfe  Demetrius,  335;  offers 
large  fams  of  money  for  his  apprehenfion  alive  or  dead,  Hid. ;  re- 
fufes the  offer  of  affiflance  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  335  ;  prohibits 
all  communication  with  Poland,  336 ;  lays  the  life  and  adventures 
of  Demetrius  the  falfe  before  the  king  of  Poland,  Stid. ;  he  heads  his 
army,  and  obtains  a  decifive  viftory  over  Demetrius,  340 ;  attacks 
Rvlfk,  but  obliged  to  abandon  the  fiege,  342 ;  befieges  Kromy,  in 
wnich  he  was  defeated,  343  ;  his  death,  346 ;  is  fucceeded  by  his 
fon  Fedor,  Md. 

Bcttky  the  faccefs  of  the,  in  extradling  fccrets,  607,  note. 

Bourgoit  or  Biraki,  brother  of  Baton,  impofes  a  general  tribute  on 
Ruffia,  »07» 

Cahoi^  Sebaflsan^  his  voyage  lor  diicoreries,  257. 

CarBfte^  earl,  his  embaflV  to  Ruffia,  446  $  difpute  with  the  prifiaf  <m 

entering  Mofcow,  itid.^  note ;  his  reception,  447  ;  his  palace  a  pri* 

ion,  ibid. ;  his  public  audience,  448. 

CatharitUy  Einprefs  of  Ruffia,  her  adventurcms  firmnefs,  520^rfnades 

Peter  to  fue  for  peace  to  the  Turks,  521 5  compared  with  Theodora, 

the  colleague  of  Juftiniaa,  558;  aaeedocfeof  her  and  Lord  Whitworth, 

Ji9K^^^^  her  xoromtictti,  540 ;  Jtftfr  mean  eztraftioot  542 ;  her  ac- 

J  A  ^  ^'  tachment 
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«  CJichmeiit'  to  her  chamberlain  Moenst  543 ;  ris  difcovered  hj  Peter, 
MJ* ;  her  fortitude  on  feeing  the  head  of  Mojms  on  the  gallovrs, 

t  548 ;  her  grief  on  the  death  t>f  Peter,  950 ;  the  report  of  her  hav* 
ing  poifbned  Peter  fuppofed  to  be  unfoanded>  551 ;  her  various  ein- 
pjoymenti,  604 ;  good  conduct  on  the  lofs  of  her  Ton  >  619 ;  difcover/ 
of  her  brother,  to  whom  (he  is  introduced  by  the  Czar,  644* 

CbMceUtmr^  Ricbardf  his  voyage  for  difcoveries>.258 ;  winters  at  Arch- 
angel, and  vifits  Mofcow,  ihid.  $  his  audience  whh  Ivan  IV*  259 ; 
the  dinner  defcribed,  260. 

Charles  IX.  of  Sweden  offers,  to  alTift  the  Czar  Boris  i^aiaft  the  falie 
Demetrius,  which  is  refufed,  335. 

XII.  defeats  the  Ruffians  at  Narva,  506;  is  totallv  defeated 

at  Pultowa,  309 ;  is  wounded  in  the  leg»  510;  and  is  mot  at  the 
fiege  of  Fredericfhall,  (33- 

Ciiiiat  commerce  of,  with  Ruffia>  573. 

Chomjks^  ordered  to  Vladimir^  foon  returns,  and  aflumes  the  pomp  of 
his  lawful  ibvereign,  162  ;  condemned  to  the  block,  i68* 

-  called  to  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  383  ;  facrifices  Eiias  VaflUief^  a 

pretender  to  the  crown,  384 ;  his  troops  overthrown  by  Andrew 
Nagui,  a  fecond  falfe  Demetrius,  385 ;  thruft  into  a  monaftery» 
where  he  languilhed  out  his  days,  388. 

Chrtftlamty^  the  mtrodu&ion  of,  into  Ruflia,  32 ;  Ofkold  baptized,  3^ ; 
Olga  baptized  by  the  name  of  the  Emprefs  Helena,  37 ;  on  the  ^ 
death  01  Olga,  Chriftianity  declines,  38 ;  final  eftabliflunent  of»  in 
Ruffia,  39 ;  the  commencement  of  Ruffian  civilization,  49* 

Corfairtt  or  Varagtant^  7. 

CouiiSf  the  arts  oU  defcribed  by  Dr.  Young,  158,  note. 

Cawferf  his  poem  of  the  Taik  exhibits  fome  paflages  of  the  doubtful 
and  inconfiftent  opinions  of  the  ancient  philofophers  refpe^ng  a 
future  ftate,  and  the  exigence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  48,  note. 

Crim,  khan  of,  enters  Ruflia  with  60,000  men,  202 }  puniflied  for  his 
prefumption,  Hid* 

Czar,  origin  of  that  title,  153  s  the  firft  application  of  that  title  in 
Ruflia  to  Vaflili,  Hid.,  note. 

C%arsnat  Czarovihif  CzammOf  preferred  to  Tzaritsa,  Tzarerevitchu 
and  Tzarevna,  170,  note. 

Dant/b  prince  vifits  Boris,  by  whom  he  is  magnificently  received^  301 ; 

his  death,  Wtd. 
DeMc  AU  appointed  to  reign  at  Aftrakan,  202. 
DehUtrit  their  punilhment  in  Ruflia,  415. 
DemeiriuSf  his  noble  defence  of  Kief,  98* 
— — •,  prince,  his  death,  139. 

'  '  — ',  brother  of  Fedor,  account  of,  277  ;  becomes  the  objeft  of 
.  hatred  of  Boris,  280 ;  is  aflaffinated,  287. 
'  "  '  n —  Czarovitfbf  the  feveral  accounts  of  his  death,  310. 

,  the  falfe,  the  revolution  of,  3  f  2 ;  the  fon  of  Bogdaa^  bap* 
tized  by  the  nam^  of  James>>3i3 ;  fent  to  McMfeow  for  education^ 
fiu/f  took  the  monaftic  habit  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  called  Gre« 
^oryt  or  Grlika,  i^J. ;  eant^ployed  by.  the  patriardi  Job  in  tranfcrib- 
mg  books,,  3i4t  bore  a  Otrqns  relemfaiaxice  ofithe  Czarovitz  Deme* 
t;rius,  iM<  i  annoiitv:es.himfelf  the.lop^'lQ&iprince  I>emetciua,.3J5  ; 
.  fkai  by  Boris  to  a  diflant  monaftery,  316;  goes  into  Poland*  317 ; 

Uu  2  Iiis 
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hit  jjtfbtL  dUcribedFf  318 1  acquires  tbe  fkfonr  and  efteeor  of  Mwe 
VaffiU  OftrDJofleit  who  ion  abaadodf  him^  S(U, ;  ftrips  off  his  mo- 
wftk  attire*  319;  inttodiiced  to  prince  Adam  WidboTttiki,  who 
places  kim  vmoofft  his  domefttcs  under  a  feimed  name,  idid%  de- 
clares htmiclf  tabs  confeflar  to  be  the  real-  fiemetrius,  ^s^;  pro^ 
duces  a  diamond  crofit  which  he  fays  was  given  him  as  his  baptifnr 
hf  prince  Mftilavikiy  3^7 }  pnrfues  the  elegancies  of  literatore,  «Am/.  ^ 
maKcs  propofals  of  mamagc  to  Marina*  daughter  of  George  Mni- 
(hek,  palatme  of  Sendomir, which  was  accepted,  but  poftponed,  328; 
declares  his  fnfcrings  in  the  Diet  of  Poland,  330 ;  htsfiippofed  con^ 
traft  with  the  king  o£  Poland,  331 ;  large  fnms  oCered  by  Boris  for 
his  apprehenfion  ^e  or  ^kead,  344 ;  the  Czar  lays  open  fits  life  and 
adventures  before  the  king  of  Peiasid,  337 1  the  meuengers  are  put 
to  death,  iKJ» ;  is  fupported  by  j>rince  Oitrojofki,  i^J. ;  exertions  of 
the  Palatine  and  ^c^ifli  noblef  m  his  favour,  338  x  the  ColTacks  of 
the  Don  tender  their  homage,  ibid. ;  advances  with  40CO  Polest  and 
takes  Themigof  and  feven  other  cities,  339 ;  his  army  being  iwelled 
by  adventurers,  he  appears  under  the  walls  of  Novgorod-Severfkiy 
340 ;  Boris  takes  the  fieldf^and  after  a  fevere  engagement  ffains  a  de* 
ciiive  vidory ,  iM. ;  obliges  the  army  of  the  Czar  to  raife  die  fiege  of 
Kromy,  343 ;  is  excommunicated  by  the  patriarch,  344 ;  after  the 
death  of  Boris,  leveral  cities  acknowledge  him,  and  K>fmanof  liim« 
felf  revolted  to  him,  and  the  two  princes  Golitzin  followed  the  ez- 
ample,  347 ;  appears  to  his  new  army,  348 ;  his  prayer  before  his 
army  before  tte  commencement  of  a  battle,  349,  note ;  afliimes  the 
afpeS  of  mercy  to  the  conquered  towns,  3CO1  his  charader,  sftM/.,. 
note ;  fends  two  traitors  to  obtain  information  of  the  ftate  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Mofcow,  UfiiLi  the  agents  cried,  ^  long  live  the  Czar  De- 
oietrins,"  and  feized  the  widow  of  the  Czar  with  her  fon,  35a ;  the 
tubmiilion  of  Mofcow,  Md. ;  confi^s  to  death  the  Czar  Fedor  with, 
his  mother,  353 ;  renooves  the  patnarch,  356 ;  his  foiemn  entry  into 
Mofcow,  3^7  S  the  falutation  of  the  fervile  RuiBans  on  his  entry  into 
Mofeow^i^.,  note  ;;app<nnts  the  arcbbilhop  of  Rezan  patriarch,  358;. 
receives  the  crown  from  the  patriarch,.iml ;.  fends  for  the  vridow  of 
<.  Ivan  from  her  long  confinement,  iKd.  ^  account  of  their  joyfoi  meet- 
ing, 360 ;  his  merciful  condu^  to  prince  Vaflili  Ivanovitz  Chooifti, 
361 ;  fends  Vlaffief  his  ambalTador  to  Poland,  363.;  demands  the 
danghter  o£  the  Palatine  of  Sendomir  in  marriage  1 364 ;  jewels  to  the 
▼alift  of  aoo^coo  ducats  ferved  up  inftead  of  mitt  on  ms  marriage, 
tfiA,  note ;  the  fplendour  displayed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mofcow  on 
the  arrival  of  Marina,  365 ;  difoontent  on  his  father*tn*law  bringing 
4000  Poles  with  him  to  Mofeow,  366;  other  difcontents  for  his  po- 
liflied  gallantry,  Hid* ;  Sigifmond  fends  to  demand  Smolinlk,.  and 
affiftanoe  againft  the  Tatars  of  Krim  i  the  firft  denied,  die  latter 
granted,  367 ;  his  attempt  to  cultivate  the  minds  of  the  peofrfe  peo- 
duces  a  general  indignauon,  368 ;  in  the  marriage  ceremony,  places 
the  crown  of  the  Czar  on  the  head  of  Marina,  369 }  StreKtzes  form 
a  conAmracy  aguaft  him,  and  thei»  eseeutton,  3701-  tbe  plat  of 
Chouiiki,  371 }  charge  againil  him  from  the  manner  dP  mooaciag 
his  horfe,  474,  note ;  to  avoid  the  confpirat0rs»  he  throws  himfett 
'  out  of  a  wmdow  foity  feet  hi^,  376 ;  declared  to  be  an  impotor 
by  tke4owager  Caarba*  is  pot  to  death  by  the  foldiers,  379 1  his 

YirCues, 
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Vhtocsi  jtoi  dM  dcmtafol  oVftnltf  rf  Us  rod  psnoctge^  Mi  | 
Mr.  CoM*«  optaton  that  he  was  aot  aa  impoftor»  3$a^  note. 

CMMCrnWf  a  fecond  £di^  in  Andrew  KaffUip  384;  is  fanAioned  bf 
jSigifinond  kinjj;  of  Poland,  jfSj  ;  Choni&i  advances  to  meet  hiiBt 
«]ul  the  imperial  troops  are  overthrown,  UuL ;  purfoes  his  deftmftivc 
conrfe  towards  MdcoWf  386 ;  ts  acknowledged  by  Marina  and  her 
father  to  be  the  loft  Demetriusy  388 }  is  conbgned  to  the  da{c^  bf  • 
OnrouflbflT,  a  Taur  prince,  389 ;  the  throne  claimed  for  his  infant 
Ion  bj  Marina  his  mother,  be  was  ftran^lecU  and  the  mother  died 
in  pnfiMif  3^* 

,n<oorthj  claims  the  crown  rfRnfc»}ty  I  isesicotedoa 
a  tree»  390. 

2)Smm|(W,  the  mctropoUtan,  his  mOd  tcmpfr,  i88 }  with  two  other 
biihops,  reduced u>  the  ftaie«if  monfcst  and  indoifad  in  diftrent' 
m<maftcrieSiS85. 

MmrAfnah  ta  Rnfiia,  7<S. 

BkfhaMs,  the  teeth  of,  food  in  81bcsl%  t$U 

MSm  VaffiSef^tm  his  pitftcfifioiu  to  the  croww  of  RdEa,  ondtdre» 

the  name  of  retery  383 1  is  facrifieed  to  tht  joft  vc^ftncd  of 

ChoQiiki,  384. 
S&ukiif  queen,  letter  to  Ivan  IV.  of  RolBat  offering  an  afjhm  to 

hitofelf  and  family,  131^  note  t  fbengthened  her  intcreft  with  Rol^ 

fia,  b]r  fending  Dr.  Jacobs*  an  eminent  phyfician»  s^t  note* 
£jifo#^fM0pretena8  fobmiSon  to  the Csar,  i^^i  robs  aiid  iofolts his 

ambafladors*  iM  $  his  mddform  iniqnitieSf  Mo  |  flies  into  Si* 

beria,  soi. 
f^^gj^Riffim  Company  eftablifhed,  a6ss  th«  trade  loft  to  the  Dnld^ 

on  the  death  of  Charles  I.  UU^  note. 

FanAuf  dreadful  tSc^ts  of,  in  RdEa,  301  s  6oPjOOO  fives  fwept  away 
in  Mofcow  alone,  305  ;  means  taken  to  prevent  fuch  vifitadons  in 
future,  306 1  horribh;  in  Rufia«  $91 ;  loaf  of  bread  fold  for  5odl 
fterling,  |oa,  note. 

FedoTf  fon  of^Ivan  IV.  quietly  feated  on  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  tjK ;  his 
imbecile  confUtntiou,  2j^ ;  three  bovars  nominated  by  his  nther  to 
dired  his  councils,  iUd. ;  Bogdan  Beliki  enterprices  the  fubverfion  of 
his  government,  277 ;  his  death,  being  the  laft  ok  the  houfe  of  Ru- 
rik,  fuppofed  by  poiibn,  289 ;  his  charader,  iUJ. ;  the  Csuiiu  re- 
nounces the  crown,  and  retires  to  a  convent  ip  Mofeow,  290. 

— *--,  (on  of  Boris,  fucceeds  to  the  throne  at  the  age  of  fiztMn  years, 
346 ;  fcised  with  his  mother  by  the  agents  of  Demetrius  the  faUe,  . 
352  ;  he  and  aUb  his  mother  are  ftrangied,  355. 

Firt-arms  firft  introduced  into  Ruflia,  131. 

Fwf  black,  ikin  fold  for  80  roubles,  449,  note. 

Furs  of  Siberia,  251 ;  of  RuiSa,  265. 

German  merchants  driven  to  the  mouth  of  the  D wina,  a|id  fettle  there, 
102 ;  eftablifb  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order*  itUl»i  demand  (bc« 
cours  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  ;  the  latter  fends  an  army  under 

U  u  3  Birger, 
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Birger»  bvocher  df  the  kiiig»  102 ;  fend  to  Novgorod  to  demand 
fubiniffion>  103 ;  two  yidories  over  them  by  Alexander)  105. 

GMem  Hordft  account  of,  108  ;  annihilated,  \z%. 

GoShunt  the  able  advifer  of  Sophia,  468 ;  his  want  of  military  ta(ents» 
470;  is  arreftedy  and  ftripped  of  his  dignities  and  bani(hed»  47$; 
his  death  in  1715,  476,  note. 

GramdDukf  improperly  fubfUtuted  f or  VelikI*KneZ|  or  Grand  PrincCf 
799  note. 

Gretwy^  fee  Demetrius  the  falfe* 

Ct^aw  Vaja^  of  Sweden,  breaks  the  peace  with  the  Czar,  204 ;  at- 
tacks the  city  of  Orech.eck,  which  he  was  obliged  to  abandon,  ibid,\ 
letter  of  Nameflnick  to  him,  206 ;  vidory  ot  Palet£koi  over  him, 
207 ;  makes  peace  with  the  Czar,  iind. 

Bdtna^  wife  of  Vaffili  IV.  account  of,  and  charad.er,  154;  holds  the 
reins  of  government  for  her  fon  Ivan  IV.  156 ;  indulges  in  love  with 
Outchina,  156;  gives  way  to  revenge,  shid^i  her  death  by  poi« 
fon,  i6i. 

Bmuturp  in  Rd&ai  the  word  Uhefi  fully  difplays  the  meaning,  3979 
note. 

Borfu  of  Ruflda,  419. 

BorJemttMfi^  of  the  Tatars,  58,  note.. 

Jacobs  on  being punifhed  with  the  knoot,  defertsfrom  Peter  into  Azof, 
486 }  on  the  capture  of  Azof,  is  ^iven  up  to  Peter,  488 ;  account  of 
his  execution,  490 ;  account  of  him,  with  his  charader,  ihU. 

— ,  Dr.  an  eminent  phyfician,  fent  by  queen  Elizabeth  into  Ruf&a, 
248,  note. 

yacob  FeodovitK  Dolgoroulof,  prince,  after  tearing  an  ukafe  figned  by 
Peter,  on  (hewing  the  caufe  and  bad  effefts  of  it,  is  forgiven  by  the 
Czar,  615 ;  his  condudl  by  which  he  got  the  better  of  the  grief  of 
Peter  on  the  lofs  of  his  fecond  fon,  619. 

JSguTf  fon  of  Kazim,  feated  on  the  throne  of  Kazan,  189. 

JMmiiy  ezpnlfion  of,  from  Ruflia,  570,  note. 

jewels  of  the  value  of  200,000  ducats  ferved  up  inftead  of  fruit,  ou 
the  marriage  of  the  falfe  Demetrius,  ^64,  note. 

yemftf  Peter  the  Great's  opinion  of  the  Jews  being  inferior  to  Ruflians 
in  commerce,  255. 

Intoxuatian  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  180,  note. 

/van  III.  VafiUievitz,  ftute  of  Ruflia  under,  1 10 ;  his  clear  and  deci- 
cifive  judgment,  ihui  |  his  firft  effort  to  recover  Kazan,  112  ;  en- 
trufU  the  command  to  the  Tatar  prince  Kaflim,  1 13  ;  deftroys'thc 
country  of  the  Tcheremifles,  1 14  ;  beftows  the  command  on  his 
brothers  Andrew  and  Boris,  iliJ. ;  befieges  and  takes  Kazan,  115; 
oppofes  and  fubdues  a  rebellion  raifed  by  Marpha,  1  so ;  executes 
ambaffadors  fent  from  Achmet  Khan,  123  ;  defeats  the  Tatars  in 
two  attempts  on  Ruflia,  124-^1 26;  plot  againd  his  life  by  Lou- 
komiki,  a  roltfh  prince,  which  is  difcovered,  aijid  the  prince  burnt 
in  an  iron  cage,  128  ;  makes  91  ten  years*  war,  which  proves  fatal 
to  Poland,  iiS. }  obtains  the  principality  of  Iver,  ibid, ;  fubdues  the 
rebellion  of  Mickhail,  120  ;  attacks  the  territories  of  Kazan,  130  ; 
marches  againft  Mahmet  Aminj  1 363  his  death  and  charader,/^.  137. 

Ivan 
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htui  ly.  fiiccecds  Us  father  on  the  throne  of  Rttffia>  IJJ ;  oppoftd 
by  his  unde  George,  who,  not  beine  fuppoited>  dies  in  a  prtlbn« 
ibid,  s  feized  upon  by  the  princes,  i6i ;  Ins  attempts  to  rej;;ain  his 

'  power,  sind.\  gralps  the  fceptre  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  166 ;  hit 
fpeechto  his  nobles  on  that  occafion,  itfid,%  his  farage  and  inexorable 
paffions,  168 ;  his  marriage  and  coronation,  170;  the  wifdom  and 
prudence  of  his  wife  produce  in  him  a  happy  reformation,  iiid, ; 
introduces  a  (landing  force  into  Ruflia,  1 74  \  the  former  ftate  of  the 
Ruffian  force,  I'jt ;  forms  the  celebrated^ ilitia  of  Strelitzes,  177; 
the  Kazanites  reclaim  the  protedionof  theCzar,  17ft;  totally  defeats 
the  Ka7anites,  i8f  ;  beiieges  Kazan  inefiet^ually  tor  three  monthsf 
i8£  ;  builds  a  fmali  city  within  five  leagues  of  Kazan,  183;  de* 
feats  the  Tatars »  1^6 ;  bent  on  the  deftniAton  of  Kazan,  1K9 ;  ac« 
oount  of  the  dreadful  fiege  and  deftrudtion  of  that  city,  ihid  — ^209  | 
faid  to  have  wept  over  the  deftrudion  of  Kazan,  190—198  ;  fends 
ambaifadors  to  receive  the  oaths  of  Emorguei^  who  are  robbed  and 
infulted  by  him,  199 ;  marches  40,000  men  againft  Aftrakan^.  which 
he  takes,  200;  drives  the  Swedes  from  the  iiege  of  Orechcck,  204 ; 
dire(fts  his  hoftile  fteps  againft  Finland,  20$  ;  make$  peace  with  the 
.Swedes,  206 ;  demands  a  dormant  tribute  of  fifty  years  from  the 
Ltvonians,  207 ;  w^ich  being  denied,  he  invades  Livonia,  208 ; 
peace  with  the  Livonians  agreed  on,  209 ;  recommencement  of 
hodtlities,  210 ;  Dorpt  and  thirty  other  ftrong  places  taken  in  one 
year,  213  ;  wa^es  war  with  Poland,  214;  takes  Felling,  i6id»\  be- 
comes mafter  of  the  greateft  part  of  Livonia,  2 14 ;  enters  Lithuaniaf 
nnd  takes  Polotik,  and  all  the  monks  and  Jews  maflacred,  219;  a 
deciilve  vi^ory  gained  over  one  of  his  armies,  and  another  retreats, 
2 1.6;  many  of  his  nobles  fly  into  Poland,  217 ;  dedares  that  he  re* 
foived  to  give  up  the  cares  of  royalty*  and  his  whole  authority  to 
devolve  on  Idigur,  or  Semen,  the  khan  of  Kazao,  aiS ;  is  wiflied  to 
keep  jthe  rfeins  of  adminiftration*  2 19 ;  reiigns  the  name  of  Czar, 

.  and  alTumes  the  rank  of  Grand  Prince,  ilnd,\  ereds  a  vaft  manfion 
twenty-four  miles  from  the  capital,  220 ;  publicly  remounts  the 
dirone,  22 1 ;  defeats  the  defign  of  the  Sultan  Selim  in  Joining  the 
Don  to  the  Volga,  222  ;  obliges  him  to  raife  the  iiege  of  Aftrakan, 
223,;  nearly  the  whole  of  Selim*s  army  loft  by  fatigue,  famine,  and 
temped,  224;  his  barbarities  at  Novgorod,  with  the  deftrudUon  of 
it.  225  ;  departs  to  Alexandrova  SlolK>da,  226  ;  Yi\h  exclamation  to 
the  archbilliop,  227  ;  the  archbiihop  arrefted,  and  the  Czar  and  his 
fon  adifl  in  the  general  carnage,  228  ;  his  facking  and  maflacres  at 
Novgorod  to  the  number  of  25,000  men,f^fJ.;  Pleikof  iizbmits,  and 
ientenced  to  general  confifcation,  and  the  execution  of  a  few  monks* 
229 ;  Iverfuners  the  calamities  of  Novgorod,  ihid,\  orders  men  and 
women  to  be  tied  to  fpits  and  roafted  alive,  and  commits  other 
shameful  ononnities,  230;  Queen  Elizabeth's  letter  to  him,  offering 
an  afylum  to  himielf  and  family,  231,  note;  RuOda  invaded  by  tlie 
Crimean  Tatars,  who  burn  Mofcow,  when  an  ioc,ooo  perfons  were 
fuppofed  to  have  perifhcd  by  the  fire  and  fword,  a32  \  cuts  off  the 
ears,  notes,  and  lips  of  the  ambaiTadors  of  the  khan,  fent  to  demand 
a  tribute,  234. ;  makes  a  precipitjite  flight  to  Novgorod,  235  ;  the 
Tatars  routed  by  M  khail  Vorolinlki,  ihid, ;  makes  peace  with  th4 
Tatars,  and  a  truce  for  tiiree  years  with  Poland,  ibid^i  the  king  of 
U  u  4  Poland 
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Pohnidclnmf  Ae ecmqncftsnia^bylyanm  Ltdnudua^  156;  Ivsa 
daiins  Coorlaiidof  the  king  of  Poland)  iUd. ;  fends  a  depotr  from 
the  king  of  Poland  to  prifiui»  UkL ;  T6kdk  retaken  hjtht  king  of 
Pobnd>a37  i  Kexholaa  taken  kr  tiie  S^^edes*  UuL ;  fends  a  fecial 
flMftnger  to  pope  GiegorjXIlL  wko  fends  the  Jefiiit  ftjflcvm^ 
att }  rafenn's  pompons  rtcepdon,  a]9 ;  Narrat  lTui-Gorod»  and 
Vittenfteitty  taken  by  the  Swedes^  8401  makes  peace  with  the  km^ 
of  Polandf  iML ;  and  aUb  with  the  Crimean  khan>  241 ;  and  a  trace 
for  ths«e  years  with  the  Swedes*  slid.  1  gaTe  a  death  blow  to  kis 
bek)fvedfim»  a4a  i  recdfcs  a  deputation  re^Mftbg  him  to  pkice  kis 
ion  at  tkc  kead  of  the  armyf  14^ ;  tke  abettors  of  tkis  advice  put 
to  deatk»  tfUL  i  fpeeck  oft  on  offering  to  diveft  kimfelf  of  the  erown 
and  rc^  MiLi  relation  of  the  ^orj  of  his  giving  tke  deatli4dow 
to  his  ibnt  943 ;  aceonnt  of  this  afiur  by  dt£ferent  writers,  146  % 
becomes  tormented  with  the  ftings  of  a  guilty  confeience,  itkL;  his 
death  and  chaniderj  A47 ;  the  conqueft  of  Siberia;  and  the  advan- 
tages derived  therefrom*  251 ;  his  code  of  laws,  called  Soodebnik» 
or  the  mannel  of  judges,  25) ;  objedtons  to  his  codSfHU. ;  fimic 
parts  commendecC  3j;4 ;  improved  ftate  of  commerce  in  his  reign« 
%$1  (  account  of  his  giving  an  audience  to  captain  ChanceUoor^  1591 
extended  his  domimons  over  Kazan  and  AArakan,  aiS4;  tke  en- 
couragement he  gave  to  the  pro|rrefs  of  literature,  S67 ;  intnxlaces 
the  art  of  printing,  a6$ ;  i»te  ot  his  iuperftidont  %^o  j  exclamation 
of  his  nobles  onreodvingpuniikments,  273,  note ;  reported  to  have 
died  by  poifon»  278. 

Jfum,  fon  cSf  Ivan  IV.  account  of  his  death  as  given  by  diflerent  vm* 
ters,244, 

— — ,  (the  brother  of  Fedor,)  kis  younger  brother  Peter  faid  to  kave 
been  called  to  the  fupreme  authority  by  the  deceafed  CEart  457  s 
report  of  his  being  ftrangled  unlbunded^  460  $  Ivan  and  Peter  boch 
crowned,  462  ;  his  incapacity!  465 ;  his  marriage  with  Prafcoviat 
lAu/. ;  refigns  his  claims  to  the  crown  to  Peter)476 ;  his  death  and 
charader»  477. 

— —  Fedgrovit%  MJ^JIanfiA^  account  of,  277  ;  arrefted  and  fent  to  the 

'     monaftery  of  Btelozoroy  282. 

—  Khtnas^ty  appointed  cbminander  of  the  army  by  Sophia*  460 ; 
hi^  ingratitudcy  465 ;  his  defigns  to  mafTacre  the  Czar^  &c.  md. ; 
him  and  his  are  captured  and  executed,  467 ;  his  fupporters  fub- 
mit  to  public  juftice,  iHnd.  \  many  faved  through  the  interceffion  of 
the  patriarchf  468. 

Poromtx  Chom/kif  account  of,  277  ;  charged  with  treafba»  284 ; 

though  not  convidedj  was  doomed  to  perpetual  bantflunenty  285 ; 
ibangled  by  the  minions  of  i3on$»  ibid. 

KaxoHj  Ivan  III.  attempts  to  recover,  112  ;  fiege  of,  114;  taken,  t^«> . 
again  attacked  by  Ivan  III.  131;  Mahmet  Amin  appointed  to  the 
throne  of,  132  ;  his  oppreffive  government,  133  ;  Manouk  eleded 
by  the  people,  Und. ;  Abdel  Atif  nominated  by  Ivan,  iUd, ;  Mahmet 
Amin  nominated  by  Ivan,  134  j  account  of  the  dreadful  iiegey  and 
deRrudton  of^  190 — 198. 

kbhph^  chief  of  a  band  of  robbers,  defeats  the  force  fent  againft  him, 
5C4  ^  his  chara^er.  Hid.  %  is  defeated>  305. 

KUf. 
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JM;  prince  •fy  Jefepcb  hinletf!  bravelf,  7s;  obtaint  ptrdon  an4 
peace  from  tbe  Tatars,  bat  is  butchered  by  the  Tatars*  Out.  73  i 
attacked*  and  finallr  taken  bf  the  Tatars,  98  ;  the  noble  defend 
cfy  by  Demetrius,  m 

JUitf  of  the  Tcmonic  ordert  the  form  of  admimon»ioa« 

nbmm  taken  by  the  Tatars,  ts. 

Xmrniff  a  lioiior  of  the  Tatars,  prepared  from  mare's  milk*  $6. 

Mtfectp  eonal  to  filver  pennies,  193,  note. 

JTmm^,  the  Ikilfiil  and  Tigproos  defence  of  that  town,  93. 

Le  Fmff  the  companion  of  Peter  in  his  yonthfol  fports,47t 

a  y<ftithf  al  lady  of  rank  and  fortune,  iUd.  note  ^  his  p 

death,  585. 
Ldgmht^  memorabk  battle  of,  ro6. 
Lems  XIV.  compared  with  Peter  the  Great,  6s8. 
UUrif,  definition  of,  by  Juftinian,  by  Blackflone,  and  by  Paley»  to; 

by  Ronllean,  14. 
Lhtmm  inraded  by  the  Ruffians,  ao8 ;  peace  agreedon,  9091  rmom. 

mencement  of  hoftiiities,  t  lo. 
Lmkm^^  prince,  his  plot  on  the  life  of  Iran  IlL  difcovcred»  burafc 

in  an' iron  cage.  If?. 


RuflSatt  merchanu,  iM£  1  nunes  into  the  fouthem  profinces,  1 35 1 
marches  againft  Nigni  Novgorod,  iM/.  1  ratfes  the  fie|[e»  137 ;  de- 
feats the  RuiEans  at  Kazan,  and  afterwards  defeated  himfeif,  1401 
his  death  and  charader,  143  \  Sheikh  Alt  his  focceilbr,  144. 

MoMotJk  eleAed  by  the  people  to  the  goTemment  of  KasSmt .  1 1« 

Mmrpha^  account  of  her,  1 16;  raifes  a  party  a||abft  Ivan  III.  1 19 1 
.  purpdcs  to  deliver  the  republic  of  Novgorod  mco  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  Poland,  iML ;  raifes  a  rebellion,  but  is  fubdned  by  Ivan,  1 19. 

Marru^f  cuftom  for  tht  bride  to  pull  oflFthe  booa  of  her  huihandt 
26,  note. 

Majfirieijp  ambaflador  from  Leopold,  the  fuipicioos  behaviour  of  the 
Ruffians  to  him,  441. 

Mea^Mtp  a  Scotchman,  appointed  preceptor  to  Peter  the  Great,  464* 
note. 

MtnUhihffp  prince,  account  of  him,  49s  }  his  low  origm,  493  \  is  firft 
noticed  by  Peter,  Md. ;  ibon  obtains  the  rank  of  general  and  mini* 
fter,  494 ;  his  avarice  and  oppreflfen,  M^  /  the  vanquiihed  Swedes, 
after  the  battle  of  Pultowa*  furrender  to  hbn,  5 15 1  is  fined,  20c,ooo 
rubles  for  his  avarice,  ^  (4* 

Mkhad  Fedontkttf  a  youth  of  fixtcen,  called  to  alcend  the  throne  of 
Ruffia,  3^3 ;  from  whom  Peter  the  Great  ddcended,  394. 

MUMmlt  his  rebellion  againft  Ivan  III,  is8 ;  fues  for  peace,  n^ich 
is  refufed,  139 ;  de&rted  by  his  troops,  flies  into  Lithuania,  al; 

Mkimlf  Prince  of  Kief,  alTaffinares  the  deputies  fent  from  the  Tatars* 
97 ;  deferts  his  capital,  iiU»  • 
urns,  iron,  of  Ruffia,  t66. 


Hums 
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Moeiuy  his  criminal  connedlion  with  Catharine  difcorercd  bT^PetciV 
543  ;  his  execution,  547. 

Hiofcaw  burnt  by  the  Tatars,  and  100,000  men  fuppofcd  to  have  pc* 
rifhed  by  the  fire  and  fword,  27  ;  arifes  from  her  ruins  "with  addi- 
tional fplendoar,  234  j  foundation  caft  in  1157983,  note;  the  inw 
proved  police  of,  44^ . 

MJiyitfy  prince  of  Galitch»  joins  the  Ruffians  againft  the  Taiars,  67  j 
abandons  his  (lation  in  a  diihonourable  manner,  71. 

Narva,  battle,  defeat  of  Peter  by  the  Swedes,  506. 

Nataiiat  fifter  of  Peter  the  Great,  compofes  many  tragedies  and  co« 

:.   medies,  599. 

Niiite  Romottovitx  Turief,  account  of,  277  ;  his  death,  282. 

Novgorod,  the  new  capital  of  the  Sciavonians,  4 ;   its  intercourfe  witfc 

the.  merchants  of  Conftantinople,  ibid. ;  extent  from  which  it  re- 
,  -  tcired  tributary  offerings,  5  ;  charader  of  the  inhabitants,  iW.,  6  ; 

fortified  and  made  the  rcfidence  of  Rurik,  17;  falls  into  gradual 
•    dipcayandwcaknefsf  122. 

OJh^,  (on  of  Sviatoflaf,  his  wanton  cruelties^  23  ;  prefled  to  death  and 
XoTCcd  into  the  river,  ibid, 

Olga^  retrofpcAive  vitw  of"  her  reign,  36  ;  baptifed  by  the  name  of  the 

;.    Emprefs  Helena,  37  ;  an  encourager  of  xniHtutions  o£  public  uti- 

/  lkT,3d. 

Orechtcl  attacked  by  Guflavus  Vafa,  hut  the  ficge  abandoned,  204, 

(Ifioid,  retrofpedive  view  of  the  reign  of,  33  ;  his  attempt  on  Conftan- 
tinople, ibid, ;  is  baptifed,  35. 

0t9opief%  fee  Demetrius  the  falfe. 

OvicbinOy  the  favourite  of  the  Kmpre&  Helena^  157  ;  cut  to  pieces  hj 
the  -  common  hangman,  1 6 1  • 

Paganifiny  the  extirpation  of,  from  Ruffia,  39. 

^etar  tie  Great,  in  order  to  iubdue  the  groveling  difpofition  of  the  Riif- 

,   iians,  ordered  thofe  who  fell  on  their  knees  when  he  pafFed  to  be 

punifhcd  with  the  knoot,  27^,  note  ;  his  liberality  of  mauners,  444  ; 

'.   his  acceffion,  456  ;  his  charafter.  ibidr,  I.van  railed  to  the  throne,  and 

intreats  Peter  to  he  joined  with  him ;  are  both  crowned,  462 ;  plunges 

»4.hini{e)f  into  a  diffolute  courfe  of  amufements,  463  ;  his  mind  glovirs 

with  ambition,  469  ;  becomes  exafperated  again  11  his  filler  Sophia, 

471  ;  abruptly  retires  to  Kohwima,  ihid> ;  Sophii  dire<Ss  the  Stre- 

-    Htzes  a^inft  him,  472  ;  retires  to  the  fortified  niOnaftery  of  the 

,    Holy  Trinity,  ibid„ ;  one  regiment  of  the  Strclitzes  haften  to  his 

.  protedion,  474 ;  Scheglovitoi  and  fome  of  his  accomplices  beheaded* 

and  others  had  their  tongucs  cut  out  and  banilhed  to  Siberia,  476  ; 

^ocs  to  the  capital,  ibid^ ;   Ivan  refigns  to  him  his   claim  to  the 

crown,  ibid* ;  his  youthful  fports,  477 ;  promotes  the  military  art  in 

the  charadier  of  drurrtmer,  479  ;  is  advanced,  by  regular  procefs,  to 

•<i.lieutenancy,48o ;  his  fmali  cohort  increafes  to  two  regiments  of 

.  Preobrajeufki  and  Semenovfki,  ibid, ;  conflrufts  a  fort,  in  die  attack 

and  defence  of  which  much  blood  was  Qitdyibid,,  note  j  proceeds  to 

the  dudy  of  navigation,  481  ;  makes  a  voyage  to  Archangel,  483  ; 

advantages 
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adv^nt£(geit9'h1s  eomXtf  fMm  Ifisnai^  purfuits,  484 1  engages  ia 
the  field  of  war,  tt^t  is  defearted  in  his  firft  accempc,  in  attacking 
Azof>  ihid. ;  takes  two  forts,  485 ;  'arain  proeteds  againft  Azof»  and 
again  obliged  t^  raife  <he  ilege,  "itsd, ;  rapid  inereafe  of  the:  nav^t 
487,  note;  Azof  again  befie^ed,  and  the  garriibn  and  inhabitants 
permitted  to  abandon  it,  ^ti  $  makes  a  trmmphal  entry  into  MoT- 
cow»  489 ;  a  medal  ftf uck  on  this  occafioiiy  !&/.»  note ;  orders  his 
wifey^he  daoghter  of  Fedor  Sopoakhin,  to  retire  into  a  monaftery, 
491 ;  forms  a  plan  of  vifitin^  foreign  nations^  but  is  prevented,  494; 
a  confpiracy  formed  agatnft  him,  496 ;  the  deiign  revealed  tbhim, 
i^iJ. ;  enters  the  houfe  whel^  the  confpirators  were  alTembled^  wi|h 
a  page  only,  and  fecures  them,  498  ;  their  execution,  500 ;  his  great 
pnfence  of  mind  in  the  moment  of  the  greateft  danger,  iiU.y  note  ; 
attacked  by  eight  robbers*  having  only  two  pages  with  him,  takes 
one  of  them  who  impeaches  the  reft,  &i^.,  note ;  leaving  che  reinrof 
goyemmetit  in  the  hands  of  the  boyar  Strechnef,  viHts  the  courts 
of  Europe,  501 ;  during  his  abfence  a  new  rebellion  borfts  forth*  but 
Condon  fupprefles  it,  503 ;  returns  to  Mofcow,  executes  2009 cf 
the  Strelitzes,  and  aboliihes  their  name  and  power,  504  ;  this  rebel- 
lion afcribed  to  Sophia,  505  ;  takes  the  field  againft  Charles  XIi.« 
506 ;  34,coo  Ruflians  defeated  by  9000  Swedes,  at  Narva*  i^d, ; 
lays  the  foundation  of  Petersburg,  508  ;  defeats  the  Swedes  at  Pul- 
towa,  509  ;  is  (hot  through  the  hat,  512;  his  war  with  the  Turks* 
but  is  obliged  to  fue  for  peace,  5 19 ;  the  principal  terms  of  the  peace* 
c«2 ;  the  conqueft  of  Finland,  525  5  defeat  of  the  Swedifh  fleet,  524  ; 
flis  amazing  fortitude  during  a  tempeft,  527  ;  his  difcourie  to  the 
people  on  the  triumph  for  the  viAory  over  the  Swedifh  fleet,  530; 
orders  the  death  of  his  fon  Alexes,  532  ;  again  makes  war  with  the 
Swedes,  533  ;  Charles  fhot  at  the  fiege  of  Fredericfhall,  ihid. ;  con- 
cludes peace  with  the  Swedes*  ^34  ;  Povelitel,  or  emperor  and  fa« 
ther  of  his  country,  conferred  on  htm  by  the  fenate*  :md  alfo  the 
title  of  the  Great,  536 ;  takes  Derbent,  537  ;  manifef^o  for  the  co- 
ronation of  Catharine,  ^41,  note  ;  difcovers  her  infidelity*  544;  his 
conduct  on  the  trying  occafion,  ibid, ;  conduAs  Catharine  to  the 
gallows,  to  which  the  head  of  M oens  was  fixed,  C47 ;  his  IzH  ilinefs 
brought  on  by  attending  a  ceremony  on  the  ice,  01  blefltng  the  vrater* 
549 ;  his  death,  550 ;  the  grief  of  Catharine  on  his  death,  ihsd, ;  the 
report  of  his  having  been  poifoned  by  Catharine  unfounded,  j^  1 ;  his 
charader,  552  ;  his  reform  of  the  boyarfkoidvoi*  ^53  ;  gives  fala* 
rics  to  the  judges,  554 ;  intended  to  form  a  new  fabric  ol  jurifpru- 
dence,  555  j  reiform  in  the  colledion  of  the  revenue; ,  §§6  j  eilablifhes 
a  poll-tax,  557  ;  reformation  of  his  army,  558 ;  improves  the  ftate  of 
naval  tables,  561  ^  lays  the  foundation  of  PeteHburg,  ibLL ;  infli- 
tutes  a  fchool  of  marine,  562  ;  his  defign  to  abolifh  the  office  of  pa- 
triarch, ikiJ. ;  his  reform  of  the  monafieries,  566 ;  his  encouragement 
of  induftry,  567  ;  introduces  toleration,  5705  is  ftyled  Antichrift, 
571 ;  is  afCfted  in  the  reformation  of  the  church  by  Theophanes 
archbiOiop  of  Novgorod,  572  ;  his  encouragement  of  commerce* 
ihiJ.  I  extends  commerce  with  England,  Holland,  and  France,  576  j 
alfo  to  Pcrfia,  577  ;  improvement  of  inland  navigation,  578;  in  or- 
der to  complete  his  defigns,  he  became  the  artificer  as  well  as  pro- 
jedlor,  5801  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  roads,  581  ; 

inftitutes 
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tnftittttes  ngolwr  poRtt  jCs  i  •HirtilHIwt  s  pMkiC  fra«  Vitorftaiy  «» 
I^bec»  583 }  alTo  a  imifimicy  of  ««^ts  tad  OMalb 
a  cribiuial  of  comaefc^  5841  iaftkiitM  the  order  of  Sc  Andrew^ 
(85  s  obUgf  8  bit  lakfeftt  to  reBaqoilh  dieir  beards  aad  to  alTa^ 
European  babit»  fHf  efpoolcs  tbe  tights  of  womest  588;  ftrikes 
Memchikofft  for  not  having  laid  afide  his  iword  m  a  dance*  589 ; 
reform  of  the  eafendar,  ad^tiag  the  Joliaai  sgo%  his  attention  to 
the  fabrication  of  arms  and  anehors9  59i ;  his  manval  laboor  atthe 
lime  and  tile»kihi»  509 1  inftitntes  a  ediegc  of  minest  iMJL  1  his  at* 
tention  to  the  manauAoft  of  nodf  linens  and  filk,  593 1  provides 
|irintiog^ioafe8»  iHJ.  t  eftabMbes  the  academy  of  fciences,  594 1  im- 
proves the  arts  and  feiencesy  iUd,  t  ftngmeats  his  hlMrary  and  mo*- 
ftiunyiliA;  imjprovtmentiathe  knowledge  of  aftronomy,  5^;  pro* 
claimstbepreciiedajof  anedipfe»597imakesapEwreft  mleam- 
ittg  the  road  tooficesof  tmft  and  dignitjt  598 1  hiseftshlHhnMnt  of 
ftbooisy'a'*!  opens  a  Rational  theatre  at  Moftow,  599 ;  his atten- 
tioB  to  the  police  of  Peter(burg»  6001  an  inexoraUe  enemy  to  ga- 
atinfp*  tijd. ;  confoes  the  lozory  of  drefs»  iHd. ;  founds  and  endows 
two  hofpitals  for  fokfiers  and  failorst  a  foondKng  hc]ipital»  a  college 
of  phyficians  and  a  grand  dtfpeniary,  jM.  i  his  chancer  fummed 
■p  by  the  king  of  Prafliat  601  >  note ;  his  private  Kfe,  tea  {a  cottage 
his  rcfidence  when  he  caft  the  foundation  of  Peteriburg,  605 ;  ^e 
varied  employment  of  his  time»  604 1  his  plain  diet*  605 1  his  roynl 
cpconomjt  five.*  note ;  the  fingalarity  of  his  firft  ao<Kence  to  amhaf* 
&dors»  608 1  his  paflSon  for  making  all  his  nobles  iailors  ridicuhNi 
by  Al^arottiy  609^  note  f  attended  mcog.  as  a  common  pilot*  UitL^ 
note  }  in  an  aquatic  expedition  ynth  the  ambaflfadorst  is  overtaken 
by  a  violent  ftorm^  610 ;  chaftifes  Defiere  for  a  bridge  being  ont  of 
order  over  which  they  were  to  pafi*  611s  ftrtkes  Le  Blood  the  ar« 
chitedf  which  fo  much  aCeded  him  as  to  bring  oa  his  death,  6f  a  s 
inquiries  of  an  ambaflador  whether  he  was  not  called  a  t^rvat  in 
other  countriest  613 ;  his  conduA  to  prince  Jacob  Feodovitz  Dol^^ 
gorottkof,  for  tearing  a  ukaTe  which  had  been  figned  by  him»  6i(  ; 
his  grief,  on  the  lofs  of  his  Ton  by  Catharine*  coiiftrains  him  to  re- 
pent of  his  ralh  fentence  of  Alexes,  618  ;  his  attempt  to  drown  a 
fenaxor,  dai ;  his  averfion  to  fuperftition*  difcovers  the  fraud  of  the 
Virgin^s  miraculous  tearSf  62a  ;  refufes^  in  an  illnefst  to  pardon 
robbers  and  murderersy  as  had  been  the  cuftom,  615  ;,  his  condudb 
to  an  unfortunate  female,  624 ;  never  puniibed  offences  againft 
chaftity»  tUJ. ;  averfe  to  detradion»  627  ;  his  opinion  refpeding  con- 
traband trade,  iUJ.;  compared  with  Louis  XiV.\  628  ;  his  Arid 
ccconomVf  630 ;  his  politic  liberality  in  bedowing  vacant  lands*  iMii 
frequently  ftood  godfather  to  the  children  of  his  fubje{ls»  63s  &  his 
inattention  to  drefs*  aW.  1  works  at  an  iron  forge,  and  receives  the 
uAial  wages,  633  ;  indifferent  to  the  chace,  635 ;  his  attention  to 
projedorst  636 ;  works  as  a  (hip-carpenter  in  Holland,  637 ;  ftudies 
furgery,  iM. ;  and  the  office  of  dentift*  640  ;  his  literary  purfuits, 
642  $  his  difcovery  of  the  brother  of  Catharine*  645  ;  his  perfon  de- 
Ycribedy  650  ;  his  diarader  fummed  up,  Md.  i  his  remarkable  ex- 
clamation,  **  Alas,  I  have  reformed  an  empire,  yet  the  more 
arduous  taflc  of  my  own  reformation  dill  remains  incomplete !" 
6s6. 
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AM^M^^fbcmdattoii  hid  by  Peter  the  Greatf  508, 563 ;  as  yet  oply  a 
part  of  an  tmmenie  oadinet  508^  note  ;  progress  of  commerce^  576. 
P&gm  in  Ruffia,  77 ;  on  the  caofes  of,  124. 
Pcforjtif  of  Kazan*  a  deliverer  of  Kjaffia,  39 1 . 
FolimJf  a  nine  years'  war  with  Raffia,  143. 
P9iesp  their  cruel  condud  at  Mofcow,  370;  driven  firom  Moicow, 

Pila/vifif  nation  of»  63 ;  gamied  over  by  prefenu  and  promifes,  obf^nre 
a  neutraKty  between  the  Ruffians  and  TatarSf  'ML  %  after  the  Alaia* 
had  been  diiahled,  the  Taurs  attack  the  Polovtfit  65 ;  implore  the 
alliance  of  the  Ruffians,  'Md. 

Pohmtjiati  prince  is  baptifed»  66* 

Poffevht  the  Jefait»  fent  by  pope  Gregory  XIII.  mto  Raffia,  23S;  his 
pompous  reception^  239* 

Pnnimgt  the  tntrodoAion  and  progrels  of,  in  RuffiUf  s68 1  improved* 
ftate  of,  in  Raffia,  594. 

Pri/iif,  the  various  offices  of  the,  446 ;  difpute  with  the  Barl  of  Cai^ 
lifle,  M^  note. 

Ptdiomta  battle,  in  which  the  Swedes  are  defeated,  509. 

Rifmmp  prince,  his  advice  to  Peter  on  difcovering  the  infidelity  of  Ca* 
tharine,  544. 

JfifaUe,  Plato's  opinion  that  it  (hould  not  feek  commeKial  iatereoorie 
or  naval  power,  40S,  note. 

Aamr,  archbifhop  of,  appointed  patriarch,  his  eharader,  3^7. 

Jtiazam,  city  of,  a  tenth  of  their  wealth  demanded  by  the  Tatars,  to  ; 
invefted  and  taken  by  the  Tatars,  8 1  ^  all  the  inhabitants  put  to  the 
fword  and  the  city  razed,  82 ;  Yury  fends  affiftance  too  late^  iUd. 

Rmmmof,  the  hatred  of  Boris  to  the  houfe  of,  309  {  the  faUe  charges 
brought  againft  them,  and  the  dreadful  punilhments  inffided  oa 
them,  310;  the  eftablifhment  of  the  houfe  of,  380. 

RmtfiiUif  the  inferior  eods  of  the  woods  and  waters,  3  f ,  note. 

SmrUf  leader  of  the  Varagians  or  Corfairs,  8 ;  founder  of  a  dynafty^ 
which  continued  700  years,  9 ;  defeats  and  lulls  Vadime  the  Valiant, 
14^;  maffiicre  of  the  vanquilhed,  15 1  his  increafed  dominion  by  the 
death  of  his  two  brothers,  t6 ;  affigns  fome  cities  to  his  chiefs,  lu. ; 
fortifies  Novgorod  and  refides  there,  17 ;  rebellion  of  the  Varagiaa 
chiefs  under  Oikold  and  Dir,  i&;  prevents  any  dangerous  con* 
ftqueaces  arifing  from  their  revolt,  19 ;  his  deach,  iiuL ;  cha« 
rader,  ao. 

Xnfia^  the  origin  of  the  empire  of,  3 ;  cruelty  in  their  human  facrificest 
33 ;  introduAion  of  Chriftianity,  MJ, ;  the  conqueR  of  Ruffia  by  the 
Tatars,  53 ;  ftate  of,  prior  to  the  firft  incurfion  of  the  Tatars,  59$ 
events  which  introduced  the  Ruffians  to  the  Tatars,  61 ;  joined  by 
the  Polovtfi,  65  ;  alfo  by  Mdiflaf  prince  of  Galitch,  68 ;  the  Tatars* 
are  repulfed,  69 ;  the  Ruffians  routed,  7 1 ;  00,000  killed,  iiid. ;  Ria- 
zan,  Kolonma,  and  Mofcow,  taken  by  the  Tatars,  84 — 89 ;  the  fe*^ 
cond  Tatar  tnvafion,  96 ;  P6rieflalve  and  Thcmigof  taken  by  the 

.  Tatars,  )tft^-;  alfo  Galheh  and  Vladimir  of  Vol ynia  taken,  100;  a 
general  tribjuce  imixiied  b^  Bourgai,  brother  of  Batou,  107 ;  ftate  ol", 

;  under  Ivan  lU.,Vafiiievgz,i  10 ;  Several  to^^s  re-united  to  Ruffia, 

*  by 
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by  the  army  of  Novgorod,  129 ;  principality  of  Iver  obtained,  ibid.  ^ 
cannon  and  mufkets  firft  introduced  into,  131  ;  the  rebeilion  oF 
Mahmet  Amin,  135  ;  a  nine  years'  war  with  Poland,  143  ;  advan- 
tages derived  to,  from  the  conqueft  of  Siberia,  35 1  ;  improved 
commerce  of,  255 ;  audience  given  to  R.  Chancellour  by  the  Czar, 
with,  a  de(cription  of  the  dinner  on  that  occafion,  261 ;  com*- 
modliies  of  commerce,  264 ;  mines  of,  266  ;  wretched  ftate  of  the 
arts  and  literature,  267  ;  the  introdu^ion  and  progrefs  of  the  art 
of  printing,  268  ;  the  ignorance  of  the  clergy,  269,  note ;  the  gro- 
velling fubmiflion  of  the  people,  273,  note ;  dreadful  effe^s  of  fa« 
mine,  302  ;  vifited  by  bands  of  robbers,  who  are  at  laft  deftroycd, 
303  ;  the  crown  of,  offered  to  one  of  the  ions  of  Charles  IX.  c£ 
Sweden,  392  ;  the  eftates  affemble  at  Mofcow,  to  eledk  a  fovereign, 
thid. ;  manners  and  cudoms  of  the  fixteenth  and  feventcenth  cen- 

-  turies,  395  ;  dally  meetings  in  ihe  market  places  to  difcufs  the  in* 
tereds  of  the  (late,  396 ;  exclamation  at  concluding  a  bargain,  ^  If 

-  I  keep  not  my  word,  may  it  prove  my  difgrace  I"  397  ;  their  edi- 
fices, 398. ;  beds  not  known  until  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  ibuL; 
ftate' of  their  women,  399 ;  their  marriages,  402  ;  burial  up  to  the 
neck,  the  punifliment  for  a  wife  murdering  her  hufband,  «^i^/. ;  men 

.  may  kill  their. wives  with  impunity,  404 ;  fathers  may  puniih  their 
children  even  to  death  with  Impunity,  or  difpofe  of  them  four 

.  < times,  405  ;  their  funerals,  iW.;  merchandize  and  commerce, 
408;-  ftate  of  agricuhure,  ibiil. ;  a  capitation  tax  imppfed,4t  i ;  the 
boors  transferred  with  the  land  from  one  proprietor  to  another,4i  3; 
a  tribunal  eftabliftied  to  fettle  the  difputes  between  mafters  and  fer- 
vant8,f^.;  laws  to  regulate  apparel,  414 ;  laws  refpeding  debtors  and 
property,  i^tt/.,  415  ;  fports  and  recreations,  4'7  ;  ftate  of  the  mi- 
litary art,  418  ;  excellence  of  their  horfes  for  war,  419  ;  their  uiuai 
food  in  camp,  420  ;  their  clergy  confidered,  425  ;  their  fupcrftition» 
426 ;  freedom  of  public  preaching  punilhed,  429 ;  improvement  in 
their  buildings,  430  ;  the  improved  ftate  of  their  entertainments, 
431  ;  their  drefs,  433  ;  the  amazing  depredations  of  gold,  jewels, 
6:c.  434 ;  their  baths,  435  ;  improved  ftate  of  the  women,  437  ;  cafe 
of  a  hufband  not  being  called  to  account  for  the  murder  of  his  wife, 
43^8,  note  5  defpotifm  of,  441  ;  diftruft  of  ftrangers,  f^ii/. ;  reception 
and  public .  audience  of  ambaftadors*  448 ;  improved  ftate  of  the 
army  under  Alexis,  451  ;  th:  fenate  or  council,  453  ;  progrefs  of 
improvement  under  Peter,  552  ;  reform  of  theboyadkoidvoi,  553  ; 
fularies  granted  to  the  judges,  554  }  a  new  fabric  of  jurifprudence 
intended  to  have  been  formed,  555  ;  reform  in  the  colledion  of 

!  the  revenues,  §$6  ;  a  poll  lax  eftabliihed,  557  ;  reform  in  the  army, 
ilfid. ;  improved  ftate  of  naval  tafiics,  561  ;  the  reform  of  the  church 

.'    by  Peter,  566—572  j  revolution  of  commerce  in,  572 ;  commerce 

J  .-with  China,  573. 

Sabkf  an  animal  of  Siberia,  25 1 ,  note. 

j$^^ha  Guerd  fucceeds  S'hiekh  Ali  in  the  principality  lof  Kazan,  145 ; 
iofes  the  city  of  Kazan,  149 ;  cutshts  way  through  the  Rufiiaa 
^'  army  and  efcapes  to  Crim,  150 1  is  recalled,  152  ;nreaks  his  peace 
' '  with  Ruftia,  164 ;  is  expelled  from  his  govenunent,  177  i  finks  to  a 
.*.  *  "    '  private 
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private  ftation,  i^iV- ;  again  recalled,  iSo;  nearly  taken  In  one  oF 

'  'his  hunting  matches,  i8i  ;  his  forces  totally  defeated,  tbtd.  5  killed 

by  a  fall  from  his  hoi-fe,  182. 
$elav<mtans  original  inhabitants  of  Ruffia,  4. 

Sellm  1 1.  Sultan  of  Conftantinople,  attempts  to  cut  a  canal  from 
the  Don  to  the  Volga,  marches  with  a  large  army,  but  they  arc 

.  defeited  in  their  progrefs  by  the  Ruffians,  222  ;  befiegcs  Aftrakan, 
but  are  obliged  to  raifc  the  fiege,  223  ;  difappointcd  of  aQlftance 
from  the  Tatars,  harafled  by  fatigue  and  famine,  arrives  at  Azof, 
when  the  greateft  part  of  the  remains  of  the  army  were  loft  by  a 
tempeft,  224.  , 

Sheikh  Jiiiy  fucceflbr  to  Mahmct  Amin,  143  ;  his  difgiiftmg  iiglmefs, 
144;  a  jjeneral  revolt  again  ft  him,  145;  is  fuccceded  by  Sapha 
Gu^rei,  ibid.i  emancipated  from  his  bondage,  17^  ;  the  govern - 

'  ment  again  requefted  for  him  by  the  Kazanites,  178  ;  his  difgrace, 
179;  his  plans  to  obtain  liberty,  sHd.i  entrufted  by  Ivan  IV.  to 
build  a  fmall  city  near  Kazan,  183  ;  the  feeming  acquicfcence  ot  the 
r^ent  of  Kazan  to  marry  him,  but  fends  him  poifoned  prefents, 
187;  enters  Kazan,  i^iJ. ;  hurled  from  his  blood-ftaincd  throne, 
189. 

$hoesy  the  conteft  in  England,  in  the  time  of  Rufus,  refpefting  long- 
pointed  ihoes,  414,  note. 

Siberia,  the  conqueft  of,  by  Ivan  IV.,  and  the  advantages  derived 
therefrom,  250;  the  produftions  of,  251. 

Sidor,  a  deacon  of  a  convent  in  Mofcow,  claims  as  a  fourth  Deme- 
trius, ^89  ;  is  executed  on  a  tree,  390. 

Si^ifmondVmg  of  Poland,  his  ambition  and  treachery,  145. 

Sinaus^  brother  of  Rurik,  8 — 10 ;  his  death,  16. 

SiavrtmJkU  Charles,  difcovered  to  be  the  brother  of  the  Emprefs  Ca- 
tharine,  645  ;  invefted  with  the  ribbon  of  St.  Andrew  and  the  title 
of  count,  648.  •  •         '    * 

Siins  of  Ruffia,  265. 

Slavenfij  the  principal  city  of  the  Sclavonians,  its  exiftence  doubted,  4. 

Smsmai,  the  uncle  of  the  falfe  Demetrius,  312. 

fmolenjk  .Tiff'dnkcd  bjr  the  Lithuanians,  who  arc  repulfed,  101 ;  fizr- 

-   potinded  with  a  wall,  306. 

Sophia^  wife  of  Ivan  III.  Vaffelievitz,  \  10,  note. 

,  fitter  of  Ivun  and  Peter,  efpoufcs  the  c'aufe  of  Ivan^  and  re- 

•  ftores  him  to  the  throne,  458  ;  differently  defcribed  and  charac« 
terifed,  459,  note  ♦  the  reins  of  government  <:ommitted  to  her,  462  ; 
her  image  imprefled  upon  the  coin,  ibid,yt  note ;  Peter  becomes  cxaf- 
perated  againft  her,  472  ;  direds  the  Strelitzes  againft  Peter,  ibid*  j 
fets  off  to  vifit  Peteti  but  is  ordered  to  return  to  Mofcow,  47 a;  Wi« 
'deavoars  to  efcape  to  Poland,  but  is  arrcftedand  conducted  to  th« 
Devitchce  a«nn«ry,  ibid* ;  doomed  to  perpetual  confinement,  47*5; 

'  her  cbaira<f^er,  iHd^  j.  her  death,  505-;  tranflates  Moliere's  Mcdicm 
malgrc-lui.  and  composes  a  tragedy, '599;  Ao^e*- 

Jto/A^»AiW»<,ic«ng  of  Pdand,- demands  the  conqueftsof  Ivao  IV.  tn 
Lithuania  and  in  Livonia,  235  :  fends  a  deputy  to  Ivan,  whom  he 
fends  to  prlfon,  257  » ''retakes  Folotik,  ihid,imzktt  a  fafe  ani 
honourable  peace  with  Kuffia,  240. 

ir     '\  StreStzetp 
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SuvSizet^  mOitia,  defi:ribed»  45  z. 

Svu^,  lity  bttilc  by  Ivan  IV*  iu  advantageous  poGdon  for  tbe  i 

queft  of  Kazant  184* 
Swaiofirfar  SpbcndofthlaboSf  mndSpfa  of  Rank,  his  charaaer».ta  § 

die  divifion  of  his  empire  to  his  fims,  13. 
Sumhe  onderukes  the  regency  erf*  Kazan,  182 ;  her  feemfng  ac- 

quiefcence  to  marry  Sheikh  Ali,  but  fends  him  poifimed  prtfcnts, 

187. 

Taiarst  motives  for  adopttnc  this  (filing  of  the  vrordf  ft,  note  1  their 
conqueft  of  RuflSa,  55 1  defcription  and  charader  ot&tg  54 }  their 
dexterity  in  archery  and  horfemanihip,  in  war  and  himting.55  ^5%% 
rich  in  flocks  and  herds«  ^6 ;  their  diet  particidarly  horfe*wui,  cyi 
their  idolatry,  jitdl;  their  khan,  58 ;  events  which  introdoeed  & 
Ruffians  to  the  Tatars^  61 ;  their  prooeedints  againft  I>erbent»6j  | 
havine  gained  over  the  Poiovtfi  to  a  neutrality,  attack  and  di&ble 
tbe  Alsuns,  proceed  againft  the  Poiovtfi,  6^  |  iend  an  embaffr  tio  the 
Ruflians  ^o  murder,  the  meffengers,  67 ;  are  repuUed  by  tne  ^\vC^ 
fians»  69 ;  the  Ruffians  routed,  71 ;  90,000  of  the  Rufltans  killed, 
72}  give  no  quarter,  and  ravage  the  villages,  74}  their  uninterrupted 
fncccfs,  77 }  600,000  under  the  ftandard  of  Baton,  79 1  inveft  and 
take  the  city  of  Riazan,  8 1 ;  and  alfo  Kolomna,  88 ;  take  lloftow, 
91 ;  after  a  noble  refiftance,  take  Torjok,  Md.  |  proceed  towards 
Novg(»t>d,  when  they  fuddenly  wheel  about  and  evacuate  the  RnC* 
fian  empire,  9a  »  their  fecond  invafioa  of  Ruffia,  97  |  take  Bbtea-» 
ilal ve  and  Tchernigof,  UUL ;  deputies  fent  to  hfikhatl  prince  of  Kief^. 
affa£Bnatedt  97  $  attack  and  Uke  Kief,  98 ;  alio  Galitch  and  Vladt« 
mtr  of  Volynia,  100 ;  after  deftrudive  incurfions  into  Poland,  again 
vifit  Ruffia,  106  ;  Ackmet  Khan  fends  ambaffiulors  to  Ivan  III.  to 
demand  payment  of  tribute,  who  are  executed,  1 1$  %  make  an  at* 
tempt  to  invade  Ruffia,  but  retreat,  124 ;  after  three  years,  make 
another  attempt,  in  which  they  aUb  failed,  I2{  ;  increaft  of  their 
pow^,  «58 ;  again  invade  Ruffia,  164 1  their  defigns  fruftrated,  1K4 
their' oondud  during  the  adminiftration  of  Helena,  17a  ;  defatted 
by  Ivan  ly^  186;  prepare  to  fall  on  Ruffia,  204;  on  the  approach 
of  Boris,  fubmit  to  him^  UuL  %  the  pouopous  mfplay  of  the  Ruffian 
force  to  them,  295. 

Td^am^,  countrv  of,  deftroyed  by  Ivan  III.,  114. 

Tdm  Ah  appointed  to  the  throne  of  Kazan,  1$^ ;  in  a  ftdadoiit  de» 
idvrtd  unqualified  to  rchra,  MiL ;  is  maffiicred,  iUd. 

Tm^,  Sir  William,  anecdote  of,  607,  note. 

TmCmht  order,  knighu  of  that  order,  the  fotia  of  admiffion,  tot. 

TiiMbnh  the  wife  of  Juftinian,  compared  with  Catharine,  538. 

Titoi^uh  the  modem  Kaffa,  attacked  by  Vladimir,  45  ;  which  ht 
takes  and  becomes  mtfter  of  the  whole  Cherfonele,  44. 

'    ■     » daughter  of  Fidor,  her  birth,  a89  }  joy  <t  her  btfthp  aS8  % 
her  death  in  the  firft  year  of  her  age.  Hid. 

7%^fbm^»  archbifliop  of  Novgorod,  affifts  Peter  !a  the  lafsan  of  tit 
church,  572. 

TfMir,  brother  of  Rurik,  8—10  \  lus  death»  i€. 
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f^aJtm  the  Valtanti  14 ;  defeated  and  killed  br  Rurik,  UH. 
"  tTwragumi^  or  Cor&irst  7  ;  (hake  off  their  aJlegiance  to  Roriky  aad 
enter  under  the  banners  of  Oikold  and  Dir,  18. 

Vt^  IV.  IvanoTttz,  his  reini,  139 ;  concludes  treaties  with  Poland 
and  Mildei  Guerei  khan  of  the  Crim»  *Mt. ;  marches  1 00,000  men 
againft  Kaaan»  f  40 ;  the  fucceffive  defeat  of  both  the  armies,  Vni,  % 
m^rdies  Xj{0>ooo  men  towards  Kazan»  but  is  defeated  1461  and 
a  part  of  his  army  defeat  the  Tatars*  but  afterwards  retreat,  147 ; 
after  fix  years  he  asrain  attacks  Kazan»  and  fucceeds,  X49 ;  grants 
a  peace  to  the  innabitanu  of  Kazan^  151 ;  his  death  and  cha« 
raaer,  151. 

■  IvoHTinix  Chomfltif  his  charaAer,  941 ;  the  merciful  eondud  of 
the  falfe  Demetrius  to  him,  361 ;  is  afterwards  convifted  of  treafiu, 
and  again  his  life  £ived  by  the  interceffion  of  the  widow  of  Ivauy 
463 1  reftored  to  his  original  honours,  iHd, 

FkJuut,  fon  of  Syiatoflaff  oppofts  and  fubdues  his  brother  Taro- 
polk,  34. 

•— —  —  and  Yaropolk,  both  demand  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of 
Rogyolodc)  prince  of  Polteflt,  who  makes  choice  of  Yaropolk»  %$ ; 
atucks  the  prince  of  Potolik,  whom,  with  his  two  fons,  he  kills, 
and  marries  the  princefs,  16 ;  attacks  and  takes  the  town  of  Kief, 
iki  I  punilkes  the  perfidy  of  Blude  with  death,  tg ;  his  bold  and 
faithful  Varagians  urge  a  tribute  on  the  inhabitantt  of  Kief ;  he 
eludes  their  demands,  and,  havine  recovered  ftrength,  permits  them 
to  embark  for  Greece,  and  advifes  his  Byzantine  ally  to  difperfe 
them  into  various  parts  of  his  dominions,  jo ;  his  fierce  and  uncul- 
tivated mind,  32 ;  his  crueltyin  human  facrifices,-  Hid. ;  his  ezten- 
five  authority,  49 ;  attacks  Theodofia,  the  modan  Kafia,  43 ;  hb 
addrefs  to  the  Almighty  on  that  occafion»  dU.  1  Theodofia  furren- 
ders»  and  he  becomes  mafter  of  the  whole  Cherfone&»  441  is  bap- 
tized and  marries  Anne,  After  of  the  Emperors  Bafil  and  Conftan^ 
tine,  45 ;  deftroys  Peroon  their  god  t>f  thunder,  46;  fettles  the  fief 
of  Novgorod  on  his  fon»  who  rebels  againft  him,  fo ;  his  death  and 
charaAer,  ikJ, 

,  ion  of  Ury,  reduced  to  the  habit  of  a  Tatar  flave,  83, 

..^ —  ranked  in  the  calendar  of  faints,  52. 

■  — -*  taken  by  the  Tatars  with  horrid  crueltyi  83— *88 1  the  cathe- 
dral burnt,  with  the  the  archbiihop  and  the  grandees,  89* 

fyivokJf  attempts  the  fuccour  of  Koloipna,  82  ;  maflacred  at  the 
taking  of  Vladimir,  88. 

l^si^okf  Lord  Horatio,  anecdote  of,  607,  note. 
H^dr,  civil  and  foreign,  chuniderized  by  Lord  Bacon,  208,  note. 
if'iOfWighf,  Sir  Henry,  his  Voyage  for  difcoveries,  258 ;  himfelf  and 
crew  perifhed  in  the  bay  of  the  river  Azina  in  Ruflian  Lapland,  iiiJ* 
muhcrsftf  many  perfons  fufpe^ed  of,  are  burnt,  76. 

T'0rtpMt  ion  of  Sviatoilaf,  invades  his  brother  Olof 's  dominions, 
which  become  the  fruits  of  his  victory,  23 ;  he  and  Vladimir  both 
demand  the  hand  of  the  dauohter  of  Rogvolode,  prince  of  Polteikf 
who,  maj^^ir  choice  of  ¥aropolk,  25 ;  fubmits  to  the  mercy  of  Vladi- 
mir, ^ut  nasi  atiaflinared  by  his  Varagianss  27. 

Xx  Tarqfiaf 


gy4  JUDEX. 

Yarq/laf  FhAmrenbih  fiiiomons  the'GcrmaiM  to  lis  aid,  104;  caf* 
ries  defolation  to  Noygorod,  and  fetzes  on  Pkikof,  105. 

Tar^fohtalus  the  fief  of  Novgorod  of  his  father  Vladimirt  and  re« 
bds  againd  hijUy  50 ;  his  deiign  ix>  deftroy  the  city  of  Riga,  oppofed 
by  the  citizens  of  Plefcof>  75  >  grafps  the  fceptre  of  his  brother,  95  ; 
oyerthrows  the  Lithuanians,  101 ;  fnbmits  to  the  Tatars,  ic6. 

Tury  the  fecond,  his  charader,  60 ;  his  carelefs  fecnrit^,  80 ;  (endr 
a&ftance  too  late  to  the  city  of  RtaKan»  8a  ;  calls  forth  his  dor- 
mant couragCt  90 ;  is  killed  in  the  moment  when  his  fuccefs  was 
doubtfuly  and  the  Ruflians  vanqniihed,  ite/. 

Zui^9  Eniperor  of  the  MongulsandTatars,  progrefs  of  his  arms,  61  { 
&  lieutenants  take  the  city  of  Shamakee,  iM. 
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